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BOROUGHS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 


DURHAM    COUNTY. 

ANCIENT    STATE. 

THIS  maritime  county  takes  its  name  from 
^he  city  of  Durham.  It  is  commonly  called 
the  biihopric^  and  fometimes  the  county  palatine 
of  Durham,  from  its  having  been  formerly  a 
kind  of  royalty,  under  the  jurifdiftion  of  its  hu 
fhop,  and  fubordinale  to  the  crown. 

This' county  was  well  known  to  the  Romans^ 
who  had  in  it  feveral  ftations.  It  was  anciently 
a  Ilaftion  of  the  Brigantes ;  but  upon  the  cfta- 
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5  DURHAM   COUNtV. 

hHfhment  of  the  hepurchy^  ic  became  si  part  of 
die  kixigioin  of  Northumbrians.  It  was  one  of 
the  counties  which,  from  their  being  feated  on 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  Tyne,  were  named  Deira,  to 
diftinguifli  them  from  Bcmicia^  the  northern  di- 
vifion  of  the  Northumbrian  kingdom. 

Soon  after  the  convcrfion  of  the  Saxons^  the 
county  of  Durham  was  given  by  their  kings  to 
St.  Cuthbert,  bifhop  of  Lindisfern,  an  ifland  be- 
longing to  Northumberland^  and  which  is  now 
known  by  the  name  of  Holy  Ifland :  this  county 
was,  therefore,  called  by  the  Monkiih  writers, 
the  patrimony  of  St,  Cuthbert,  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  the  Roman    ecclcfiafHcal   ftate  is  ftill 
called,  the  patrimony  of  St.  Peter.    This  grant 
of  the  Saxon  kings  was  confirmed  by  the  Danes 
and  Normans,  who  added  feveral  other  liberties 
and  privileges  to  the  church  of  St.  Cuthbert. 
In  the  reign  of  William  the  Conqueror,  one 
Walcher,  a  native  of  Lorrain^  being  bifhop  of 
Durham,  bought  the  earldom  of  Northumber- 
land of  the  king,  and  then,  alTuming  the  office 
ofafecular  judge,  fat  in  court,  and,  with  un- 
limited authority,  determined*  all  caufes  at  his 
pleafure.    This  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  the 

origin 


er^iA  of  the  tempcM^l  powers  of  the  bifhopft  of 
Durham ;  and  upon  tbi3  purchafe^  it  is  thought 
to  have  been  made  a  county  psdatine.  From 
this  temporal  power,  the  biihops  bore  in  their 
feals  a  knight  on  horfeback^  armed  with  a  fword 
in  one  hand,  and  the  arms  of  the  bifhopric  in 
the  other. 

Ths  common  people,  jealous  of  their  privL* 
Ieges>  have  even  refufed  to  march  into  Scotland 
in  time  of  war«  from  the  pretence  of  their  being 
Halwerkmen^  i.  t.  men  bound  to  perform  none 
but  boly^wark^  as  they  held  their  lands  to  defend 
the  body  of  St.  Cuthbert,  and  were  not  to  ferve, 
either  for  the  king  or  the  bifhop,  beyond  the 
confines  of  the  bifhopric.  The  prerogative  of 
one  of  thefe  prelates  was  feisied  by  Edward  L 
who  deprived  the  fee  of  many  privileges  i  ibme 
of  which  were,  however,  recovered  by  fucceed-* 
ing  biihops,  whofe  power  was  fo  great,  even 
after  its  abridgment,  that  it  became  a  maxim—- 
**  Whatever  prerogative  the  king  has  without 
the  county  of  Durham,  the  bifhop  has  within 
it,  unlefs  there  be  fome  conceffionor  prefcrip- 
**  tioa  to  the  contrary.*' 

B  2  AlTHOUaK 
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4  DURHAM  couj/ty. 

Although  clergymen  were  forbid  by  thfe 
canons  to  be  prefent  when  judgment  pf  blood 
was  given,  yet  the  bifhop  of  Durham  fits  in  court 
on  thefe  occafions  in  his  purple  robe.  He  had 
the  power  of  calling  parliaments,  and  creating 
barons  as  their  members.  >  He  alio  raifed  taxes, 
and  coined  money.  The  courts  were  kept  in 
his  name;  he  appointed  all  judges,  and  all 
writs  were  made  in  his  name :  all  recognizances 
entered  upon  the  biihops  rolls  in  his  chancery, 
and  made  to  him,  were  as  valid  within  the 
county,  as  thofe  made  to  the  king  were  in 
others.  Thofe  who  alienated  freehold  lands 
without  his  leave,  were  obliged  to  fuc  to  him 
for  pardon,  which  he  might  grant,  not  only 
for  trefpailes  and  intrufions,  but  alfo  for  rape^^ 
felonies,  and  other  crimes.  He  had,  alio,  power 
to  grs^nt  charters  for  boroughs,  corporations, 
fairs,  and  markets ;  grant  licences  for  building 
chapels,  founding  chaunteries  and  hofpitals; 
and  create  officers  for  life  or  during  pleafure,  by 
patent.  But  thefe  grants  were  no  longer  valid 
than  the  life  of  the  bifliop  who  made  them. 
He  was  alfo  lord  admiral  of  the  feas,  and  othet 
waters,  belonging  to  the  palatinate;  had  his  vice- 
admiralsi  his  courts  of  admiralty^  commiflioners 

of 


DURHAM   COUNTY.  5 

of  water-palTages,  and  officers  of  beaconage.  ' 
He  owned  a  great  part  of  the  lands  in-  the  pala-^ 
.tinate  which^were  held  of  the  fee  in  capite.  He 
had  likewife  feveral  forefts^  chaces,  parks,  and 
woods,  belides  ail  moors  and  waftes  in  this 
county ;  the  lands,  goods  and  chattels  of  all  con- 
victed of  treafon  efcheated  to  him;  and  the 
biihop  (till  claims  all  forfeitures  upon  outlaw- 
ries and  felonies.  Such  were  the  privileges  of 
•the  biihop  of  Durham,  when  they  were  abridged 
by  27  Henry  VIII.  which  flatute  (tripped  them 
of  the  palatinate  power  of  granting  pardons, 
creating  judges,  and  making  out  judicial  writs 
and  indidtments.  .  But  the  bifhops  and  their 
temporal  chancellors  were  (till  allowed  to  a<5t  as 
juftices  of  peace.  In  the  reign  of  Edward  YI. 
this  bi(hopric  was  didblved,  and  all  its  revenues 
and  immunities  were  given  by  parliament  to  the 
crown ;  but  queen  Mary  repealing  this  adt,  re- 
itored  the  fee  to  the  (tate  in  which  it  had  been 
left  by  her  father  Henry  VIIJ.  However,  as  the 
county  was  a  kind  of  principality  di(tin£l  from 
the  red  of  the  kingdom,  ic  never  fent  members 
to  parliament  until  the  reign  of  Charles  IL 

The  county  of  Durham  is  in  the  province  of 
York,  and  is  a  diocefe  of  itfelf.   It  is  not  divided 

into 


6  DURHAM   CITY* 

into  hundreds ;  but«  like  Cumberland  into  waidt 
or  wakes.  It  has  one  city,  only  fcven  market 
towns^  and  1 1 3  parilhes.  It  fends  to  parliament 
but  four  members,  two  of  whom  arc  chofen  by 
the  county,  and  two  by  the  city  of  Durham* 

PojLiTicAi.  CHARACTER.  The  arlftocratlcal 
intereft  that  prevails  in  this  county,  is  that  of  the 
earl  of  Darlington  and  the  Bilhop  of  Durham. 
Anrnnion  of  their  interefts  is  confidered  as  deci^. 
iive  againft  the  mod  formidable  oppoiition. 

DURHAM  CITY, 

Political  character.  This  city  is  fo  for^ 
tunate  as  to  have  preferved  its  independence,  ex^ 
ccpt  an  eflabliflicd  attachment  to  the  refped- 
able  families  of  Tempeft  and  Lambton^  who 
liave  reprefented  it  for  many  years,  can  be  in- 
cluded under  the  name  of  influence.  The  cor^ 
poration  have,  however,  been  inimical  to  the 
jnterefts  of  thefe  families,  and  the  weight  of 
ecclefiadical  controul,  which,  under  a  bifhop  of 
I)urham,  can  never,  from  what  we  have  obfcrved 
refpedting  the  county,  be  inconfiderable,  have 
joined  in  vain  to  oppofe  them  i  but  the  vox  fo^ 
^uli  ha§  ultimately  prevailed. 

Ancient 


OUKHAM    CITY.  f 

Ancibnt  statb  and  reprbs£ntation.  Thfir 
cit7>  which  wa$  formerly  called  Dunbahne^  from 
Dttn  a  hill^  and  holme  an  illand  in  a  river^  wat 
afterwards  called  by  the  Normans  Dwrejme^  from 
whence  arofe  its  prcfent  appellatioiu  Durham 
owes  its  origin  to  the  Monks  of  Lindisfem^  or 
Holy  liland :  thefe  ecclefiafiics  being,  with  their 
bifliop  Earl  Dolphus,  driven  from  thence  by  the 
I>ane;;i»  retired  iirft  tp  a  fmall.  town  north  of 
Durham^  called  Chefter  in  the  Street,  about  the 
year  883.  Here  they  carried  with  them  the  re- 
liques  of  St«  Cuthbertj  their  biihop,  and  haVing 
continued  there  \i%  years,  they  removed  to  diii 
place  about  the  year  995,  whor  they  depofited 
their  reliques  un^cr  a  fmall  oratory  built  with  hur^ 
.  dies  or  fticks,  and  twigs  wattled  together.  From 
thb  low  origin,  Durham  rofe  fo  rapidly,  thtf.  in 
the  next  century  a  cathedral  was  buih,  and  the 
epiicopal  fee  transferred  from  Chefter  lA  tht 
Street  to  this  City,  A.  P.  1083  the  cathedral 
was  pulled  down,  and  a  new  church  eredted  upon 
a  larger  and  more  magnificent  foundation.  The 
decorations  of  this  ftrudure  are  faid  to  be  richer 
than  thofe  of  any  other  church  in  England  1  th^ 
caufe  afligned  is,  that  it  has  fufFered  lefs  by  alie^ 
nation  of  revenue,  than  any  other  cathedral  in 

the 
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8f  DURHAM   CITY. 

the  kingdom.  Its  prefent  endowment  was  efta- 
bliihed  by  Henry  VIII.  Neither  this  city  nor  the 
county  fent  members  to  the  general  parliament 
before  the  ti;ne  of  Charles  11.  The  firft  regular 
return  was  in  the  13th  of  his  reign. 

•  «■  > 

•  Corporation.  This  city  is  faid  to  have  been 
iirft  incorporated  by  Richard  I.  when  it  was  go« 
vemed  by  bailiffs  appointed  by  the  btlhops,  and 

afterwards  by  an  alderman  and  twelve  burgefles. 

^     <  .    • 

;  Queen  Elizabeth  gave  it  a  mayor,  aldermen^ 
and  common-.Qouncil ;  but  it  has  fince  been  go* 
vemed  under  a  charter  procured  by  bifhop  Crew, 
of  Charles  IL  by  1 2  aldermen,  a  recorder,  1 2 
common^ouncil,  a  town  clerk,  and  other  offi- 
cers, who  could. hold :a.court-leet  and  court-^ba* 
rdn  .within  the .  city, ,  in  the  name  of  the  bifhop 
for  the  time  being;  They  alfo  keep  a  Pye- 
powder,  court,  inflituted'  to  regulate  difbrders  at 

feirs. 

t 

•  ( 

The  bifhop  being  earl  of  Sadberg,  a  fmall 
town  near  Stockton,  is  a  temporal  prince;  he 
holds  the  title  by  barony ;  he  is  fherifF  par- 
Hfnount  for  the  county,  and  appoints  his  deputy, 

%  who 


DURHAM   CITT.  9 

who  makes  up  his  audit  to  him,  without  account- 
ing to  the  Exchequer.  He  is  alfo,  as  count  pala- 
tine,  Iprd  of  the  city,  and  appoints  all  civil  offi- 
cersy  and  other  inferior  mi^iftrates. 

The  corporation  of  Durham  had  been  guilty  of 
fo  many  illegal  praftices,  as  at  lad  to  be  feveral 
yean  without  a  mayor,  and  in  that  imperfeft 
ftate  of  not  having  it  in  their  power  to  eleft  one 
accocding  to  die  conftitution  of  the  city.  A  new 
charter  was  repeatedly  applied  for,  but  the  bi(hop 
and  the  old  corporation  differing  about  its  princi-> 
pies,  it  was  not  obtained  till  within  thefe  few 
yean,  when  Doftor  Egerton,  the  laft  bilhop  but 
one^  granted  them  s^  qew  charter,  under  which 
they  at  prefent  adt. 

The  want  of  a  mayor,  did  nqt  prevent  the  elec- 
tion of  members  of  parliament  or  the  admiffion  of 
freemen,  nor  was  the  charter  forfeited  by  that  im- 
perfeftton  in  their  body. 

Right  of  election.  The  choice  of  mem- 
bers to  ferve  in  parlianient  is  in  the  corporation 
and  freemen. 

By  Stat.  25  Car.  11.  c.  9.  "  The  county  pa- 
latine  of  Durham  may  have  two  knights  for  the 

county. 
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county,  and  the  city  of  Durliam  twa  atizens  to 
be  burgefl'es  for  the  fame  city  to  fcrvc  in  parlia- 
ment, to  be  elefted  by  writ  awarded  to  the  lord 
bifliop  of  Durham,  or  his  chancellor  of  the 
county,  and  precept  thereupon  by  the  lord  bi- 
fhop,*or  his  temporal  chancellor,  to  the  fticriff; 
the  eledion  of  the  knights  to  be  made  by  thd 
greater  number  of  freeholders,  as  in  odier  Coun- 
ties, and  the  eledion  of  burgefies  for  the  city  of 
Durham  to  be  made  by  the  major  part  of  the 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  freemen;  which  kni^ts 
and  burgeiTes  (hall  be  returned  by  the  (heriff  into 
the  chancery,  upon  the  like  p^ins  as  the  ihehfis 
of  any  other  county."  See  Stat,  i8  Goorge  IL 
c.  18.  fedt.  12. 

Honorary  freemen,  A  conteft  happening 
between  the  corporation  who  adopted  Mr. 
Ralph  Gowland,  and  the  city  who  fupported 
Mr.  Lambton,  in  .the  year  1762,  when  the  latter 
prcfented  a  petition  againft  an  undue  eledkion  of 
the  former.  The  petition  ftated  that,  when 
Mr.  Lambton  and  Mr.  Gowland  ofiered  them- 
felves  as  candidates  to  reprefent  the  faid  city, 
**  that  John  Drake  Bainbridge,  Efq.  was,  toge- 
ther with  feveral  other  aldermen,  very  ftrenuous 
and  aftive  in   foliciting  votes  for   Mr.  Gowland ; 

and 
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mid  that  they  and  their  agents  corruptly  profti^ 
tuted  a  public  charity  to  the  purpofes  of  influ^^ 
Oicing  feveral  indigent  freemen ;  and  that  find^* 
ing  the  inclinations  of  ^  lai^e  majority  of  the 
legal  voters  were  in  favour  of  the  petitioncr» 
they  concerted  a  fcheme  of  overpowering  that 
majority  by  iaditious  votes  $  and  that,  for  thif 
purpofe,  the  faid  John  Drake  Bainbridge,  and 
ieveral  other  aldermen  of  the  city,  long  after 
Mr«  Gowland  and  the  petitioner  had  declared 
themfelves  candidates,  and  within  a  few  wedct 
of  the  late  elcdion,  took  upon  themfdves  illei 
gaily  to  difplaceout  of  the  common  council  of 
the  faid  city  feveral  of  the  moft  fubftantial  and 
refpedUble  inhabitants,  and  to  fubftitute  other 
pcrfons  of  inferior  chara£ier  and  fiation,  whole 
only  recommendation  was  their  known  attach* 
ment  to  Mr.  Gowland ;  and  that  on  the  4th 
Odober  laft^  the  faid  JpKh  Drake  Bainbridge 
procured  himfelf  to  be  appointed  mayor  of  the 
faid  city,  and  after  his  appointment  to  that 
oflke,  continued  the  fame  zeal  and  adivity 
in  (bliciting  votes  for  the  faid  Mr.  Gowland  % 
and  that  the  faid  John  Drake  Bainbridge,  and 
feveral  of  the  Aldermen  of  the  faid  city,  having 
Unduly  garbled  ^  conynoQ   council  for  thdr 

purpofc^ 
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purpofe,  they  proceeded,  on   the  13th  Odlober 
laft,  to  make  a  pretended  but  illegal  repeal  of  an 
ancient  by-law,  by  which  none  could   be  ad- 
mitted  freeman  until  their    claim  had  pafied 
three  quarterly  guilds ;   a  regulation  that  was 
made  for  the  better  fccurity  of  the  legal  freemen 
and  trading  companies  of  the  city,  and  to  pre- 
vent a  precipitate  admiflion  of  improper  and 
unqualified  pe'rfons;  and  that  having  thus  re- 
fcinded  and  got  rid  of  the  aforefaid   by-law, 
which  would  have  prevented  the  execution  of 
their  fcheme,  fome  of  the  aldermen  above  men- 
tioned, on  the  fecond  of  November,  which  was 
not  i,  month  before  the  writ  of  elefUon  iiTued, 
illegally^  and  againft  thq  confent  of  a  large  ma- 
jority of  trading  companies,  admitted  upwards  of 
200  occafional  freemen,  for  no  other  purpofe 
but  to  encreafe  the  poll  for  Mr.  Gowland;  and 
that  the  perfons  fo  admitted  were  Grangers  to 
the  faid  city,  redding  at  a  diftance,  and  mod  of 
them  unknown  to  the  wardens  of  the  companies, 
but  ftrenuous  partisans  of  Mr.  Gowland,  and 
under  the  influence  of  the  faid  mayor  and  his 
confederate  aldermen ;  and  alledging  that,  even 
after  the  telle  of  the  writ  of  eledlion,  and  during 
the  very  time  of  the  poll,  the  aforefaid  mayor  uivp 

duly 
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duly  sldmitted  a  great  number  of  perfdns  to  the 
freedom  of  the  faid  city^  in  order  to  procure,  at 
any  rate,  a  majority  of  votes  for  Mr.  Gowland; 
and  that,  notwithftanding  repeated  applications 
were  nlade  to  the  mayor,  by  the  petitioner  and 
his  agents,  for  an  infpedtion  of  the  corporation 
gild-book  and  for  a  lift  of  the  pretended  free« 
men  fo  made  and  admitted  as  aforefaid,  he,  the 
faid  mayor,  refufed  both ;  and  that,  at  the  late 
eledion,  which  began  on  the  7th  of  December 
laft,  the  aforefaid  mayor  illegally,  and  contrary 
to  his  duty,  as  returning  officer,  admitted  the 
votes  not  only  of  the  occafional  freemen  above 
mentioned,  but  alio  of  many  other  perfons  who 
offered,  and  ought  to  have  been  admitted  to  vote 
for  the  petitioner ;  and  that,  notwithftanding  the 
number  of  fuch  occafional  voters  amounted  to 
upwards  of.  200,  yet  the  pretended  majority  for 
the  fitting  members  upon  the  clofc  of  the  poll, 
was  no  more  than  23  ;  and  that,  to  complete  the 
defign  of  thefe  unwarrantable  pradlices,  the 
aforefaid  mayor  hath  unjuftly,  and  contrary  to 
the  duty  of  his  office,  returned  the  faid  Mr. 
Gowland  as  duly  elected  reprefentative  for  the 
faid  city,  notwithftanding  the  petitioner  had  a 
clear  majority  of  192  legal  votes  in  his  favour, 

and 
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and  ought  to  Jiave  been  returned  accordingtyt 
and  that  his  condu&  as  mayors  and  his  confede-^ 
rates,  is  a  manifeft  injuftice  to  the  petitioner,  an 
open  violation  of  the  rights  and  franchifes  of  the 
legal  freemen  and  voters  of  the  faid-city,  and 
a  daring  infringement  of  the  orders  of  this 
houfe,  &c.  ♦•• 

The  petition  iigned  by  the  freemen  was  alio 
read,  and  alledged,  '*  that  by  thofe  proceedings 
of  the  faid  mayor  and  his  confederates,  the  peti-> 
tioners,  and  the  reft  of  the  legal  freemen  of  the 
£ud  city,  are  grofsiy  injured,  and  their  rights,  li« 
berties,  and  franchifes  were  grofsiy  violated  and 
invaded,  &ct/' 

These  petitions  being  referred  to  a  hearing  at 
the  bar  of  the  houfe,  upon  the  4th  May  follow-* 
ing,  a  motion  was  made ;  and  the  queftion  being 
propofed,  that  2 1 5  perfons  made,  or  pretended 
to  be  made,  free  of  the  city  of  Durham,  fince  the 
death  of  Henry  Lambton,  £fq.  late  member  of 
parliament  for  the  faid  city,  had  not  a  right  to 
vote  in  the  late  eledlion  of  a  citizen  to  ferve  in 
parliament  for  the  faid  city. 

•  Jonnats*  Vol.  XXIX.  105.  f  Ibid.  iUd. 

3  The 
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TtoE-houfe,  on  the  following  diTifion,  deter- 
tni)\^  in. the  affirmative. 

Yeas  88 
Noes  72 


Majority  for  the  queftion  j6 


•v^ 


Mr.  Gowland  was  next,  on  a  motion,  declared 

<     *• . 

not  duly  elcfted* 

A^v  it -was  refolved,  that  major  general  John 
Lambton  was  duly  eleAed  to  ferve  in  that  par- 
liament for  the  city  of  Durham. 

It  was  then  ordered,  that  the  deputy  clerk  of 
the  crown  fhould  attend  the  houfe  as  the  next 
morning  to  amend  the  return  for  the  faid  city 
of  Durham,  by  razing  out  the  name  of  Ralph 
Gowland,  Efq.  and  inferting  the  name  of  John 
Lambton,  Efq.  inftead** 

Thus  were  the  rights  of  the  people  triumphant 
over  the  illegal  and  arbitrary  influence  of  corpo- 
rative authority.  And  to  prevent  the  pofllbility 
of  fuch  an  abufe  of  municipal  power  in  future, 

*  Journals,  VoL  XXIX.  337. 

the 
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the  famous  ftatute,  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Burham  A6t^  pafled  in  the  3d  of  his  prefent 
Majefty.  By  this  aft  no  person  has  a  right  to 
vote,  who  has  not  been  pofTefTed  of  their  firan- 
chife  twelve  calendar  months  before  the  firft  day 
of  die  eledion.  This  aSt  does  not  extend  to  per- 
ibns  who  are  entided  to  their  freedom  of  right 
by  the  cuflom  of  the  borough ;  for  fuch  may  be 
admitted  at  any  time  previous  to  an  eledion,  or 
even  during  the  poll. 

In  Durham,  petfons  acquire  their  freedom  ei- 
ther by  fervitude  or  election  into  companies  at 
certain  guilds,  holden  by  thofe  companies.  The 
admiflion  by  the  mayor  is  a  mere  ceremony  y  for 
when  there  was  no  mayor,  they  were  entitled  ta 
vote  for  members  of  parliament. 

Number  of  voters,  laoo* 
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Political  Character. 

i^INCE   the  expenfive  conteft  of  the  late 
Mr.  Luther,    for    the   reprefentation  .  of  this 
county,    the  opulent    gentlemen  amongfl:   the 
^vhigs  and  tories  have  contented  themfelves,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  ruinous  expence  of  a  county 
conteft  with  each  fending  one  member.    Eflcx, 
like  three  fourths  of  the  Englifh  counties,  is 
by  this  compulfory  coalition  deprived,  de  fa£l6^ 
of  any  reprefentation.     For  upon  every  poli- 
tical divifion,  the  members,  by  dividing  againft 
each  other,  preferve  fo  nice  a  balance,  as  to  give 
the  whole  weight  to  the  nominal  reprefentatives 
of  the  immaculate  boroughs.     But  when  it  is  con- 
lidered  that  all  the  counties  in  England  fend  but 
eighty  reprefentetives,  and  the  decayed  bqroughs 
upwards  of  four  hundred,  they  could  give  no  ef*. 
fedual  fupport  to  the  caufc  of  the  people  they 
reprefent,  were  their  eledlipns  ever  fo  pure,  or 
their  union  ever  fo  complete. 

Ancient  State.  TTiis  county,  called  by  the 
Saxons  Eaft  Deaxa  and  Eajl  Dexfcire,  and  by  the 
Normans  Exffefa,  was,  in  the  time  of  the  Ro^ 

Vol.  11.  C  mans. 
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mans,  inhabited  by  the  Trinobantes,  whom  Cseraf 
rcprefents  as  the  mod  warlike  people  in  the 
ifland.  Cunobeline,  their  firft  governor  after 
Caefar's  invafion,  was  the  firft  who  ftamped  the 
Bdtiih  coin  in  the  Roman  manner. 

■ 

Oi  all  the  counties  in  England  there  is  none 
where .  antiquaries  have  taken  more  pains  to 
trace  out  the  Roman  ways,  but  have  fcldom 
agreed  among  themfelves.  Maiden  and  Col- 
chefter  were  certainly  Roman  towns;  but  au- 
thors differ  refpefting  the  military  way  that  led 
to  them  from  London.  The  Roman  name  of 
Maiden  was  Caniulodumm,  which  was  a  celebrated 
colony  of  that  people.  Cokhefter  had  the  name 
of  Colonia.  Layton  was  the  ancient.  Duroliium ; 
and  Dunmmvt  according  to  Horfley,  was  the  villa 
Jaufiini  of  the  Romans, 

This  county  lies  in  the  province  of  Canter- 
bury and  diocefe  of  London.  It  is  divided  into 
26  Kundreds,  and  contains  24  market  towns,  but 
no  city,  34,800  houfes,  208,800  inhabitants,  and 
415  parifhes.  It  lends  8  members  to  parlia- 
ment ;  two  knights  for  the  fhire ;  two  burgefTes 
for  Colchefter,  two  for  Harwich,  and  two  for 

Maiden. 

COL- 
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Political  Character.— This  borough  hat 
derived  a  diftinguiihed  charader  in  the  annals 
of  controvcrfy  and  corruption.  The  feveral 
contefts  between  Mr.  Rcbow  and  Mr.  For^ 
dyfce,  the  once  eminent  banker;  Mr.  Chrifto- 
pher  Potter,  the  contraiflor,  with  the  late  Sir 
Ednnund  Affleck;  and  the  more  recent  oppo« 
litions  between  Mr.  Teirnay  and  Sir  George 
Jackfbn,  have  produced  fome  very  curious 
anecdotes^  which,  if  the  compafs  of  our  work 
would  admit  us  to  relate,  mull  create  a  blufh 
jeven  on  the  face  of  political  profligacy.  Sir 
Thomas  Webfter  having  reprefented  this  towrt, 
in  )¥hat  was  called  the  penfioned  parliament  of 
Charles  II.  became  fb  difgufted  with  the  parlia^ 
mentary  depravity  of  that  body,  as  to  take  a  r&. 
fplution  to  abandon  them  and  the  caufe  of  the 
people  in  that  houfe  where  he  faw  no  poflibilitjr 
of  either  oppofing  the  defpotic  meafures  of  the 
court',  or  fupporting  the  liberties  of  his  country. 
He  wrote  accordingly  a  letter  to  his  conflL- 
tuents  on  the  eledion  of  the  firil  parliament  of 
James  11.  which  met  on  thex2ift  of  March  1685, 

C  2  declining 
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declining  the  reprefentation  of  a  people,  whofc 
delegated  legiflature  was  converted  into  an 
engine  of  defpotifm,  by  the  corrupt  minifters  of 
fin  arbitrary  king,  and  requefting  them  to  choofe 
another  reprefentativc ;  he  then  abfcnted  him- 
felf  from  the  town  and  its  connections.  On  the 
day  of  eledlion^  however,  his  former  conftituents, 
with  a  virtue  and  manlinefs  of  condudt  peculiar 
to  real  independence,  and  which  we  arc  forry 
they  have  not  imitated  upon  more  recent  occa- 
fions,  refolved  to  re-eleft  their  old  member, 
whofe  integrity  they  had  tried,  and  whofc  at- 
tachment to  the  caufe  of  liberty  was  not  to  be 
(haken.  Without  folicitation,  therefore,  or  ex- 
pence,  and  even  without  his  own  acquiefcence. 
Sir  Thomas  was  again  deputed  the  affertor  of  their 
rights  in  parliament.  The  court  candidate,  in 
whofc  favour  every  exertion  of  influence  had 
been  made  without  fuccefs,  had  recourfe  to  the 
(Iratagem  fo  frequently  praftifed  before  the  efla- 
blifhment  of  the  Grenville  aft,  of  petitioning 
parliament,  and  procuring  himfclf  to  be  voted 
into  his  feat  by  the  ftrcngth  of  the  minifter  in 
the  houfc.  This  petition  was  accordingly 
brought  to  hearing,  and  Sir  Thomas  Webftcr, 
who  had  bccncleded  by  a  confidcrable  majority, 

without 
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'  without  expence  or  folicitarion,  and  even  with-^ 
out  his  knowledge  or  confent ;  was  voted  guilty 
of  bribery  and  corrupt ion^  and  his  courtly  opponent 
voted  into  his  feat. 

We  are  forry^not  to  be  able  to  trace  the  con- 
duct of  thefe  eleftors  by  fimilar  adls  of  patriotic 
fortitude  down  to  the  prefent  moment.  One 
inftance  indeed  occurs  of  a  choice,  that  reflcQs 
equal  honour  on  the  conftituents  and  reprefenta* 
tive.  Sir  Robert  Smyth,  Bart,  was  flopped  in 
his  carriage,  as  he  was  palling  through  this  town, 
at  the  general  eledion  in  1780,  and  elefted  by  a 
very  refpedlable  majority,  out  of  the  fame  refpeft 
to  his  private  and  public  virtues,  they  had  be- 
fore fbcwn  in  their  afFedion  for  Sir  Thomas 
Webfter.  They  however  tarniflied  the  applaufe 
fo  liberally  obtained,  by  fufFering  the  fame 
gentleman,  at  the  fubfequept  eledion  in  1784, 
after  an  independence  and  integrity  of  conduft, 
which  ought  to  have  endeared  him  to  his  confti-^ 
tuents  as  it  has  done  to  his  country,  not  only  to 
be  put  to  an  immoderate  expence,  but  to  be  ob- 
liged to  apply  to  a  committee  of  the  houfe  of 
CQipmons,  tp  recognife  his  cl^im  to  that  feat  to 

which 
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which  their  undue  return  of  his  opponent,  Mr* 
Potter,  compelled  him. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  of  three  violent  contcfta 
which  have  happened  in  this  borough,  that  of 
Alexander  Fordyce,  Efq.  againft  Mr.  Gray  and 
Mr.  Rebow,  in  1768;  the  fecond,  of  the  fame 
gentleman  and  Robert  Maync,  Efq.  in  1780, 
againft  Sir  Robert  Smyth  and  Mr.  Rebow ;  and 
the  third  in  1781,  between  Chriftopher  Potter, 
Efq.  and  Sir  Edmund  Affleck — Mr.  Fordyce, 
Mr.  Mayne,  and  Mr.  Potter,  the  unfucccfjiful 
candidates,  all  appeared  in  the  lift  of  bankrupts 
within  a  very  Ihort  time  of  their  rcfpcftivc  dc* 
feats,  and  the  ruinous  expences  of  a  Colchefter 
conteft  was  fuppofed  to  have  contributed,  in  no 
fmail  degree,  to  their  misfortunes. 

The  influence  under  which  this  town  has  the 
'mifery  to  labour,  in  common  with  moft  others, 
although  in  different  degrees,  is  that  of  the  cor- 
poration, who  polTefs  the  abfurd  power  of  mak- 
ing foreigners,  by  which  it  is  underftood,  non  r^- 
fidents^  and  others,  who  have  no  natural  or  legat 
claim  to  fuch  a  right,  freemen  of  the  faid  bo-* 
rough.     This  will  always  enable  them  t©  mantis 
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fa&ure  a  majority  in  favour  of  any  caiididtte 
whofe  intereft  they  may  choofe  to  clpoufc. 

N6  Icfs  than  four  petitioni  from  this  borouglk 
have  been  tried  fincc  the  exideACe  of  the 
Grenville  aft,  (viz.)  Affleck  verfus  Potter, 
Smyth  verfus  Potter.  Teirnay  verfui  Jackfon, 
and  Teirnay  verfus  Thornton  and  Jackfon;  and 
from  the  complicated  nature  of  their  conilitu<» 
tion  there  are  like  to  be  ten  times  as  many 
more*  The  only  remedy  for  this  expenfive  evil 
is  the  ellablifhment  of  the  right  of  eleflion 
where  the  conftitution  originally  ^vefted  it— in 
all  the  hoiiiekeepers>  without  diftinftion,  through^ 
out  Great  Britain. 

Ancient  state  and  representation.  This 
town,  as  before  obierved,  is  the  CoUmia  of 
the  Romans  \  that  it  was  a  Roman  town  is  ap« 
parent  from  their  being  more  Roman  bricks  in 
this  town  than  in  any  town  in  England.  The 
prefent  caftle  is  faid  to  have  been  built  about 
the  year  910,  by  Edward,  fon  of  Alfred*  But 
others,  with  more  probability,  relate  that  the 
town  and  caftlc  being  found  in  ruins  by  William 
the  Conqueror,  it  was  given  by  him  to  the  fa- 
mous 
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mous  £udo  Dapifer,  who  built  the  cafile  on  the 
fite  of  an  ancient  palace.  Colchefler  appears, 
from  the  lifts  of  members  in  Morant's  hiftory  of 
this  town,  to  have  fent  to  parliament  ever  fince 
23  Edward  I. 

Corporation.  This  town  is  governed  by 
a  mayor,  high-fteward/a  recorder,  or  his  deputy, 
1 1  aldermen,  a  chamberlain,  a  town  clerk,  eigh- 
teen afliftants,  and  eighteen  common  council. 
The  mayor  and  aldermen  for  the  time  being, 
with  48  guardiaiis,  are  alfo  a  corporation  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poor.  It  was  next  incorporated 
by  William  III.  and  afterwards  in  1763.  It  is 
a  liberty  of  itfelf,  containing  4  wards,  and  16 
pariflies,  within  and  without  the  wall3. 

Corporation  Case.  In  1735  one  William 
Seaber  executed  a  bond  to  the  mayor  and  com- 
monalty. In  1740  judgments  of  ouftcr  were 
proilounced  againft  all  the  perfons  a£ling  de 
fa£iOy  as  mayor  and  aldermen  in  Colchefter :  all 
thofe  perfons  were  dead  before  1763.  And  on 
the  9th  of  September  1763,  the  prefent  charter 
was  granted  and  accepted.    In  Eafter  term  1 766,. 

the 
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the  new  corporation  brought  an  aQion  of  debt  oa 
Seaber's  bond  againfl  his  executor. 

The  queftion  was,  therefore,  whether  the  prc- 
fent  corporation  could  maintain  the  adion? 
This  was  involved  in  another  queftion — whether 
the  old  corporation  was  diflblved  in  1763  ? 

J  On  this  the  opinion  of  lord  Mansfield  was, 
«  The  corporation  is  not  diflblved  by  the 
judgments  of  oufter,  and  fubfequent  deaths  of 
the  mayor  and  aldermen,  though  they  arc  with- 
out their  magiftrates.  Their  conftitution  is  not 
deftrqyed  and  gone,  their  former  rightg  re- 
main. Would  not  a  freeman  of  Colchefter  ftiU 
continue  to  have  a  right  to  common^  or  to  vote  fir 
members  of  parliament  ?** 

*'  I  am  clear  upon  principles  of  law,  that  the  old 
corporation  was  not  ahfolutely  dijfolved  and  an« 
nihilated,  though  they  had  loft  their  magiftrates. 
Where  then  is  a  judgment  againft  the  corpora- 

^  tipn  itfelf^  the  cafe  would  be  of  a  different  con- 

r  ^deration." 
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Tmi  other  jufticcs,  Wilmot,  Yates,  and  Afton, 
concurred  with  his  lordfhip. 

Right  of  EtEcxioN.  28  March  1696*  The 
Committee  reported^  that  the  right  of  clcdlion  for 
Colchcfter,  in  Eflcx,  was  agreed  to  be  in  the 
fwom  burgeffcs,  not  receiving  alms. 

2y  Jan.  1 710.  H^/oIvedy  That  the  mayor  of  the 
borough  of  Colchcfter,  in  the  county  of  Eflex, 
cannot  make  foreigners  free  of  the  faid  borough, 
without  confent  of  the  majority  of  aldermen  and 
common  council. 

6  May  t^jt^.  Agreed,  that  the  right  of  elec- 
tion  is  in  the  mayor,  aldermen,  common-council 
and  free  burgefTes,  not  receiving  alma. 

Re/olved,  That  the  right  of  making  foreigners 
jf  not  having  a  right  of  freedom  by  birth  or  fer- 
vice)  freemen  of  the  borough  of  Colchefter,  in 
the  county  of  Eflex,  is  in  the  mayor  and  free 
burgefles  of  the  faid  borough^  in  common  hall 
afiembled. 

Number  op  voters — 1400. 

Returning  officer— The  Mayor. 

Patron — ^None. 

Treating, 
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ai  Nov.  1702.  Rcfohed^  That  the  agents  of  Sir 
Ifaac  Rebow  have  been  guilty  of  treating^  and 
bthcr  corrupt  praftices,  in  order  to  procure  the 
faid  Sir  Ifaac  Rebow  to  be  eledted  a  burgefsi  to 
ferve  in  parliament  for  the  borough  of  ColcheC- 
ter,  in  the  county  of  Eflex. 

Ordered,  That  John  ffeely,  agent  for  Sir  I/aac 
Rebow^  for  his  corrupt  praflices,  in  endeavouring 
to  procure  the  faid  Sir  Ifaac  Rebow  to  be  eleded 
a  burgefs  for  the  faid  borough  of  Colchcfter,  be 
taken  into  cuftody. 

Contempt  op  Privilege. 

no  Mar.  I7i3»*  A  complaint  being  made  to 
the  houfe,  that  the  town  clerk  of  the  borough  of 
Colcheftcr,  having  been  ferved  with  an  order  of 
the  committee  of  privileges  and  cIe(^ons  for 
permitting  Nicholas  Corfellis,  Efq.  and  his 
agents,  to  infped  the  free-fchool  book,  and  any 
public  books,  charters,  papers,  or  records,  in 
order  to  the  preparing  for  the  hearing  of  the 
matter  touching  the  eleftion  for- the  faid  bo- 
f  ''  rough. 
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rough,  before  the  faid  committee,  he  the  faid 
town  clerk  had  refufcd  the  fame. 

Whereupon  one  John  Summers^  fcrvant  to  the 
iaid  Mr.  CorfeUis,  was  called  in,  and  examined 
at  the  bar,  in  relation  to  the  matter  of  the  faid 
complaint. 

And  then  he  withdrew* 

Refolvtd^  That  Thomas  Gla/cock,  town  clerk 
of  the  borough  of  Colchefter,  in  the  county  of 
Eflcx,  having  reflifed  to  obey  the  order  of  the 
committee  of  privileges  and  eledions,  for  per- 
mitting Nicholas  Corfellis,  Efq.  or  his  agents,  lo 
infpe<3  the  public  books  and  records  of  the  faid 
borough,  be,  for  the  faid  contempt,  taken  into 
the  cuftody  of  the  ferjeant  at  arms  attending 
this  houfe. 

Bribery  and  Disqualification. 
4  April  1 7  84.  Sir  Robert  Smyth,  Bart,  prefented 
a  petition,  alleging,  that  at  the  laft  eledlion  for 
the  borough  of  Cojcheftcr,  Sir  Edm.  Affleck,  Bart, 
Chrift.  Potter,  Efq.  and  the  petitioner,  were  can- 
didates ;  that  the  petitioner  had  the  majority  of 
legal  votes,  but  that  the  mayor,  from  partiality 
to  Mr.  Potter,  illegally  rejected  rightful  votes 

for 
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for  the  petitioner,  and  admitted  illegal  votes  for 
Mr.  Potter;  that  Mn  Potter,  by  thefe  means» 
and  alfo  by  bribery,  had  procured  himfelf  to  be 
unlawfully  returned—"  And  that  a  commiflion 
of  bankruptcy  was  iffued  againft  the  faid  Chrift* 
Potter,  on  the  17th  of  April  1783,  and  he  was 
therefore  found  and  declared  a  bankrupt ;  and 
on  the  fecond  day  of  the  month  ifollowing,  an 
aflignment  of  all  his  eflate  and  effedts  whatib- 
ever  was  made  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors ; 
and  that  at  fuch  time  the  faid  Chrift.  Potter 
had  no  freehold  ellate  whatfoever ;  and  from  the 
eftate  and  effedls  of  the  faid  Chrift.  Potter,  the 
petitioner  is  informed  no  more  than  two  {hil^ 
lings  and  fixpence  in  the  pound  has  been  paid 
to  his  creditors ;  and  for  thefe  reafons,  the  peti- 
tioner begs  leave  to  reprcfent  to  the  houfe,  that 
the  faid  Chriftopher  Potter  had  not  at  the  time  of 
the  faid  cledlion,  fuch  an  eftate  in  law  or  equity^ 
for  his  own  ufe  and  benefit  of,  and  in  lands,  tene- 
ments, or  hereditaments,  as  qualified  him  to  be 
eledled  and  returned  to  ferve  as  a  member  for 
the  laid  borough,  according  to  the  law  in  that 
behalf  made  and  provided ;  and  that  the  faid 
Chrift.  Potter  was  not  capable  of  being  elected 
and  returned/' 

Upom 
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Upon  hearing  the  petition^  both  parties  acU 
p^itted  that  Sir  Edmund  Affleck^  according  to 
ihe  following  poll^  was  duly  eleded. 

For  Affleck  665 
Potter  425 
Smyth   416 

Ar  the  ele^ion,  Mr^  Potter  being  called 
upon»  delivered  in  an  affidavit^  fworn  before  the 
ingyor^  of  bi9  having  a  fuSicient  eftate. 

m 

The  counfel  proceeded  to  invalidate  the  elec-» 
tion  of  Mr.  Potter,  on  the  fubjed:  of  diiqualifica-* 
tton^^-^They  alleged,  that  he  had  not  complied 
with  3$  George  IL  c.  ao,  which  requires  that 
all  members  of  the  houfe  of  commons  (with 
ibme  exceptions)  before  they  prefume  to  vote, 
or  fit  in  tlie  houie,  iball  publicly  deliver  in  at  the 
table,  while  the  houfe  is  fitting,  a  fchedule  of 
their  qualifications^  fpecifying  the  fituation,  &c» 
and  fhail  take  and  fubfcribe  an  oath  of  the 
truth  of  the  fchedule.  The  oath  is  to  be  en-» 
roiled,  and  the  fchedule  filed  by  the  clerk  i  and 
the  elcftion  of  a  member  not  complying  with 
this  ad:,  or  not  being  duly  qualified,  fhall  be  de^ 
clared  void,  and  a  new  writ  iflue. 

Ths 
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The  Counfd  then  referred  to  the  inftance$  of 
Honiton^  Weymouth,  Maiden,  and  Boflinay,  aa 
•CAics  in  point,  proving  that  the  houfe  had  deemed 
the  eledion  of  members,  fo  refuiing,  void*    . 

Thb  cbuhfel  for  the  fitting  member  anfwered^ 
that  Mr.  Potter  had  complied  with  the  ftatute  of 
9  Anne :  which  requires  an  oath  of  qualifica-% 
Cion  at  the  time  of  ekdion,  or  before  the  mee&- 
ing  of  parliament,  by  fwearing  to  his  qualifica*. 
tion  when  requefted.  And  the  (latute  of  33 
George  IL  only  requiring  members,  when  they 
take  their  Jeats^  to  give  in  and  fwear  to  the  fchew 
dule  of  their  qualifications,  he  was  free  from 
the  penalty  of  that  ad:,  from  not  having  yet 
taken  his  feat. 

Witif  refpeB  to  his  being  difqualified  by  his 
bankruptcy,  this  was  fufiiciently  anfwered,  from 
his  having  obtained  a  certificate,  that  might 
fince  have  enabled  him  to  acquire .  fufficient 
property  for  qualification.  The  allegation,  his 
cofunfel  faid,  ought  to  have  been  fuch,  as  if  true, 
would  have  convifted  the  fitting  member  of 
perjury  in  his  affidavit;  for  that  alone  would 
prd ve  the  incapacity. 

Sup- 


33  COLCHESTER. 

Supposing  she  fitting  member  to  have  di£- 
fibeyed  the  flanding  order,  the  point  contended 
for  would  not  be  the  confequcnce  of  this  con- 
ftrudlion;  for  the  counfel  obferved,  that  the 
houfe  of  commons  could  not  make  a  legal  difqualifi" 
cation  I  this  was  only  to  be  affedled  by  the 
whole  legiflature.  He  contended,  that  the  cafes 
adduced  were  not  in  point,  they  were  only  juib 
examples  of  pradice  refpe<9ing  the  order  th^ 
depended  on,  and  no  more.  It  was  impoflible^ 
he  faid,  to  find  a  cafe  fo  applicable  to  the  prefent, 
as  to  enable  the  committee  to  follow,  without 
oppofition  from  Mr.  Potter. 

After  a  fhort  reply  from  the  counfel  for  the 
petitioner,  the  committee 

Refolvedy  That  the  petition  prefented  by  Sir 
Robert  Smyth,  Bart,  does  contain  an  cxprefs 
charge  of  want  of  qualification  againfl  the  fitting 
member. 

Refolved^  That  Chriflopher  Potter,  Efq.  has 
not  complied  with  the  flanding  order  of  the 
houfe  of  the  a  I  ft  November  171 7,  which  requires 
**  that  the  qualification  is  exprcfsly  objeded  to 

in 
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in  any  petition  relating  to  his  deSion^  ihall^ 
within  1 5  days  after  the  petition  is  read,  give 
to  the  clerk  of  the  houfe  of  commons  a  paper^ 
figned  by  himfelf,  containing  a  rental  or  par-* 
ticular  of  the  lands,  tenements^ .  and  heredi<^ 
tamcnts,  whereby  he  makes  out  his  qualifi^ 
catiom" 

*'  DeUrmined,  That  thelaft  eledion  of  members 
to fe): vein  parliament  for  the  borough  of.G>U 
chcfter,  in  the  county  of  Eflex,  is,  fo  far  as  re- 
lates to  ChriHopher  Potter,  £fq.  a  void  dec<^ 
tion." 

These  refolutions  being  communicated  to  the 
bar,  the  counfel  for  the  petitioners  refumed  that 
part  of  their  cafe  by  which  they  claimed  the  feat 
for  their  client ;  and  propofed  to  fhew  that  he 
had  a  majority  over  Mr.  Potter,  by  difqualify* 
ing  ten  of  his  votes,  which  would  leave  the 
numbers  for  Mr.  Potter  415,  and  for  Sir  Robert 
Smyth  416. 

After  a  few  more  obfcrvations  from  the 
counfel  for  the  fitting  member,  the  committee, 
July  5,  "  Refolved,  That  the  eledlion  of  Chrift. 

VojL.  ir.  D  Potter, 
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tVdCCer^.Efq.  fbr  the  borough  of  Colchcfter,  har- 
iiig  been  iteclared  void,  die  counfel  be  reftrained 
itorn  tnttring  into  any  examination  relative  ta 
At  dtftjiiilification  of  votes  on  the  poll  for  the 
iaid  borough  of  Colcheften" 

On  the  fame  day  the  chairman  reported  to 
the  houfe,  "  That  the  committee  had  deter- 
fliined^  as  before  ftated>  that  the  election  fbr 
Riembers  to  lerve  in  parliament  for  the  borough 
of  Colchefter^  in  the  county  of  Eflex,  is^  fo  far 
as  relates  ft)  Chriftopher  Potter,  Efq.  a  void 
eledion." 

, A  ^JEW  writ  3va»  in  confequcnce  ordered  to  be 
i0ued. 

MALDEN. 

PatiTiCAE  Character.  The  influence  in 
this  borough,  if  a  pofitive  one  may  be  faid  to 
cxift,  •  is  between  Jofeph  Holden  Strut,  Efq.  and 
Charles  Callis  Weftern,  Efq.  the  prefent  mem« 
bers.  The  houfe  of  commons  having,  with 
great  jufticc,  determined,  that  honorary  freemen, 
and  freemen  claiming  their  right  by  purchafe^ 
have  not  a  right  to  vote  for.  members  to  ferve  in 
r  parlianient 
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parliament  for  this  plzcc,  eficiShially  prevents 
the  fabrication  of  votes  for  time-ferving  pur* 
pofes,  which  has  been  pradtifed  at  Durham^  Gar^ 
lifle^  Seaford^  and  other  places.  The  number 
not  exceeding  200  is  too  fmall  to  place  them  be*- 
yond  the  grafp  of  venality  and  influence,  as  we 
have  feen  experienced  by  the  convidion  of  the 
late  Bamber  Gafcoigne^  £fq. 

Ancient  Stats  and  Representation.  Mal« 
den,  as  before  noticed,  was  the  ancient  Roman 
city  of  Camelodunum,  which  has  appearied  from 
fome  coins  of  king  Cunobeline,  dug  up  here. 
This  was  the  firft  Roman  colony  in  Britain; 
the  town  was  taken  by  the  emperor  Claudius,  in 
the  year  43,  who  placing  a  ftout  band  of  vetc- 
rans  in  it,  called  it  Colonia  Fiaricentisi  he  like- 
wife  coined  money  in  memory  of  this  exploit^ 
on  which  was  infcribed  Col.  Cameloduni.  The 
Romans  alfo  erefted  here  a  temple  to  the  honour 
of  Claudius,  in  which  was  an  altar,  called  the  altar 
of  Eternal  Dotnimon,  and  certain  priefts,  termed 
Sodales  Auguftales,  were  appointed  to  attend  it ; 
but  the  cruelty  and  oppreflion  of  the  Roman  fol- 
diers,of  this  ftation,  fo  exafperated  the  Britons,and 
in  particular  Boadicea,  queen  of  the  Iceni,  who 

D  2  per- 
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pierfonally  receiving  the  groflcft  and  moft  dif- 
giicefol  infults,  colledlcd  a  numerous  army, 
and  befieged,  plundered,  and  burnt  this  city. 

She  afterwards  ftormed  the  temple,  where  the 

<  ♦ 

foMiers'werc  aflcmbled  to  defend  themfelves; 
and  in  two  days  time  flie  put  them  all  to  the 
fword.  She  likewife  routed  the  ninth  legion, 
that  came  to  their  affiftance,  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
to  have  killed  70,ocx5  Romans,  and  their  allies. 
The  Romans  rebuilt  it,  fome  time  after,  as  ap- 
pears  from  the  Itinerary  of  Antoninus,  who  takes 
notice  of  it  as  being  a  Romiah  ftation.  After 
this  king  Alfred,  fometimes  called  Edward  the 
elder,  finding.it  greatly  ruined  by  the  Danes,  re- 
paired and '  fortified  it  with  a  caftle.  Maiden 
lirft  fent  members  2  Edward  III. 


CoRpoRATWN.  It  is  at  prefent  a  populous 
borough,  governed  by  2  bailiffs,  8  aldermen,  a 
fteward,  recorder,  and  18  capital  burgeffes.  It 
is  a  liberty  within  itfclf,  and  has  a  convenient 
liarbour.      It   was    incorporated    i   Philip  ancj 

Mary>  1554.    . 


Borough 
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Borough    English. 

There  is  acuftom  in  this  place,  that  when  a 
man  dies  inteftate^  his  lands  and  tenements  de- 
fcend  to  his  youngefl:  fon;  or,  if  he  dies  without 
ifllie,  to  his  youngeft  brother.  This  cuftom  is 
termed  Borough  Englijh^  and  is  faid  to  have  arifen 
from  the  lewdncfs  and  tyranny  of  the  ancient 
feudal  lords,  who,  when  any  of  thofc  who  held 
under  them  married,  claimed  the  firft  night  with 
the  bride:  as  fome  doubt,  therefore,  naturally 
arofe,  whether  the  firft-bom  child  waj  legitimate, 
this  cuflom  was  edablifhed  to  exclude  fuch  child 
from  the  inheritance,  and  the  youngeft  was  pre- 
ferred, as  being  the  moft  diftant  from  fufpicion. 

Right  of  Election, — May  20,  1715,    Mr. 

Hampden  (acTcording  to  order),  reported,  &c.  as 

follow  : 

1.  Refolved^ — That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  com- 
mittee, that  the  right  of  elc<?lion  of  members  to 
ferve  in  parliament  for  the  borough  of  MaU 
den,  in  the  county  of  Eflcx,  is  in  fuch  free- 
men as  do  not  receive  alms,  and  are  entitled  to 
freedom  by  birth,  marriage,  or  fervitude^ 
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a.  Refdhedr^Thzt  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  com-* 
mittce^  that  fuch  perfons  who  derive  their 
right  to  freedom  from  honorary  freemen  of  the 
borough  of  Maiden,  in  the  county  of  Effex, 
have  not  a  right  to  vote  in  the  eledlion  of  mem- 
bers to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  faid  bo- 
rough. 

3.  Refohed, — That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  conw 
mittee,  that  perfons  claiming  their  freedom  by 
purchafe,  and  exercifing  trades  within  the  bo- 
rough of  Maiden,  ■  in  the  county  of  Eilex^ 
have  not  a  right  to  vote  in  the  ele&ion  of 
members  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  faid 
borough* 

4.  Refolved^ — That  it  Is  the  opinion  of  this  com- 
mittee, that  John  Comyns,  Serjeant  at  Law, 
having,  at  the  late  eledion  of  members  to 
ferve  in  parliament  for  the  borough  of  Maiden, 
in  the  county  of  Eflex,  wilfully  refufed  to 
take  the  oath  of  qualification,  as  is  diredled 
by  an  a6l  of  parliament  of  the  9th  of  Anne, 
(entitled,  **  An  A(5l  for  fecuring  the  freedom 
"  of  Parliaments,  by  the  further  qualifying  the 
'*  Members  to  fit  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,*') 

6  though 


though  duly  required  fo  to  do^  and  not  having 
at  any  time  before  the  meeting  of  this  parlia- 
ment taken  the  faid  oath^  his  eledion  is  there-- 
by  void, 
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Here  foU(ywed  two  rejolutms  of  the  committee  wlm' 
were  duly  eleSed. 

The  faid  refolutions  being  fcverally  read  a  fe- 
cond  time,  and  the  queftion  being  feverally  put 
upon  the  three  firft  of  the  faid  refolutions.  That 
thehoufe  do  agree  with  the  committee  in  the 
(aid  refolutions. 

It  paired  in  the  negative. 

The  reft  of  the  refolutions  being  feverally 
read  a  fecond  time,  were,  upon  the  queftion 
feverally  put  thereupon,  agreed  unto  by  the 
houfe. 

Number  of  Voters^  195. 

Returning  Officers, — The  two  Bailiffs. 

Patrons,— Mv.  Strut  and  Mr.  Weftern. 

PENSION. 

In  the  peniion-lift  of  Charles  IL  Sir  Richard 
Wifeman,  one  of  the  members  for  Maiden,  ha<J 
iocx)l.  a  year  peniion,  and  was  keeper  of  one  of 
the  treafurer's  parliamentary  ubles. 

HAR, 
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Political  Character. — This  was  formerly  a 
treafury  borough^  and  numbered  amongft  the  ap- 
pendages to  the  influence  of  government.  But 
the  celebrated  John  Robinfon^  Efq.  of  parlia* 
mentary  notoriety,  managed  with  fo  much  dcx* 
terity  its  political  attachment,  while  he  was  in 
the  employment  of  a  late  adminiftration,  as  to 
fecure  to  himfelf  that  patronage  which  he  had  be- 
fore exercifed  officially. 

The  right  of  eleftion  being  in  thirty-two  indi- 
viduals, moft  of  whom  arc,  by  themfelves  or  their 
relations,  in  poiTeflion  of  thofe  favours  which  the 
cx-fecretary  had  fo  amply  the  power  of  diftribut- 
ing,  nothing  but  an  oppofition  to  a  future  admi- 
niftration  can  poffibly  fhake  the  oninipotency 
of  his  influence.  But  as  he  pofleflcs  the  lucra- 
tive office  of  furveyor-gcneral  of  the  crown 
lands,  and  a  penfion  of  i  oool.  per  annum,  we  pre- 
fume  upon  his  well  known  attachment  to  good 
things,  that  fuch  an  ad  of  tergiverfation  is  not 
likely  to  happen. 


An 
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Ancient  State  and  Representation.— This 
towHj  which  derives  its  name  from  the  Saxon 
word  Haretvic^  a  haven  or  bay,  has  no  great  claim 
to  antiquity.  It,  however,  font  members  as  ear- 
ly as  17  Edward  III.  when  it  difcontinued,  until 
it  was  reflored  by  James  I.  anno  regni  ia« 

Corporation. — This  town  was  firft  made  a 
borough,  and  incorporated,  in  the  reign  of  £dw. 
11.  by  Thomas  Brotherton,  earl  of  Norfolk,  and 
marfhal  of  England.  It  received  a  new  charter 
in  the  time  of  James  1.  by  the  intereft  of  the 
learned  and  celebrated  Edward  Coke,  the  attor^ 
ncy-gcneral,  and  afterwards  recorder  of  this 
town  for  li  f  This  charter,  and  all  other  im- 
munities belonging  to  the  town,  were,  through 
the  mediation  of  Sir  Harbottle  Grimftone,  their 
recorder  at  that  time,  and  matter  of  the  rolls, 
confirmed  by  Charles  11,  The  corporation  at 
prefcnt  conlifts  of  a  mayor,  chofen  annually  on 
St.  Andrew's  day,  out  of  eight  aldermen.  There 
is  alfo  a  recorder  and  twenty-four  capital  bur- 
gcfles.  The  mayor  has  the  power  of  keeping 
admiralty  courts,  which  have  a  jurifdiftion  over 
;ill  naval  affairs. 

RiGirii 
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Right  of  Election.— April  6, 1714,  Re/ohed, 
That  the  right  of  elcftion  to  ferve  in  parliament 
for  the  borough  of  Harwich,  in  the  county  of 
Eilex,  is  in  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  capital  bur- 
gclTes,  or  headboroughs  of  the  faid  boroughj  refi<- 
ding  within  the  faid  borough. 

Number  of  voters.    32. 
Returnij^g  officer.     The  Mayor. 
Patron.    John  Robinfon^  Efq. 

PENSION. 

Is  the  penfion4ift  of  Charles  II.  it  appeared 
that  Thomas  King,  Efq.  a  member  for  Harwich^ 
had  a  penfion  of  50I.  a  feflion,  befides  meat, 
drinks  and  now  and  then  a  fuit  of  clothes. 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 

Ancient  State. 

This  county,  which  obtained  its  name  from 
the  city  of  Gloucefter,  the  Colonia  GUvwn  of  the 
Romans,  was  inhabited  by  a  people  whom  the 
Romans  called  Dobunu  The  Saxons,  who  fuc*. 
ceeded  the  Romans,  called  the  inhabitiints  JVic-^ 
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cwi,  from  the  Saxon  word  fFic,  which  fignifies 
a  creek  of  a  river. 

'During  the  heptarchy,  this  county  was  long 
lubjedt  to  the  Weft  Saxons.  It  was,  however, 
afterwards  included  in  the  kingdom  of  Mercia, 
whofe  king  ufually  refided  at  Tamworth,  in  Sta£. 
fordfhire.  It  was  miferably  harrafled  by  the 
Danes,  whofe  general  was  Gurman.  This  coun- 
ty fufFered,  likewife,  greatly  in  the  civil  wars  be- 
tween Maud  and  Stephen.  In  the  reign  of 
Hen.  II.  it  was  much  defolated  by  the  incurfions 
of  the  Wclfh.  And  at  laft,  it  was  diainguifhed 
by  taking  a  decided  part  in  favour  of  the  barons 
in  their  wars. 

This  county  is  in  the  province  of  Canterbury, 
andis  adiocefeofitfelf.  It  is  divided  into  30 
hundreds,  and  contains  one  city,  and  25  market 
towns,  inwhicharei8oparifhes,  26,700  houfes, 
and  162,568  inhabitants,  who  are  reprefented  in 
parliament  by  eight  members  chofen  as  follow  % 
Two  knights  of  the  (hire  for  the  county ;  two  ci- 
tizens for  the  city  of  Gloucefter ;  two  burgcflcs 
for  the  borough  of  Cirencefter ;  and  two  bur- 
gcfles  for  the  borough  of  Tewkfbury. 

GLOU- 
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GLOUCESTER   COUNTY. 

Political  Character.  The  predominant 
infkience  in  this  county  is  that  of  the  duke  of 
Beaufort,  and  the  earl  of  Berkeley.  There  was, 
indeed,  a  powerful  conteft  in  1776,  upon  Mr. 
Southwell  being  called  to  the  houfe  of  peers,  in 
which  the  numbers  upon  the  poll  were  nearly 
equal ;  but  it  was  a  conteft  between  the  intereft 
of  thefe  two  noblemen  for  fuperiority  :  W.  B. 
Chefter,  Efq.  being  fupported  by  the  former, 
and  the  Hon.  George  Cranfield  Berkeley,  by  the 
latter.  Mr.  Chefter  obtained  the  majority  upon 
the  poll ;  a  petition  was  prefented  and  tried 
againft  his  return,  in  which  he  eventually 
fucceeded.  This  was  the  firft  county  petition  tried 
under  the  Grenville  adl.  The  aboVe  noblemen 
are  now  coalefced,  and  each  has  his  friend  m 
the  reprefentation* 

A  MEMBER  CHOSEN  WITHOUT  HIS  CONSENT. 

It  is  fo  far  unneceflary  to  be  a  candidate  in  or- 
to  be  a  member,  that  a  pcrfon  may  be  chofcn  and 
returned  without  cither  his  knowledge  or  confent. 
This  is  proved  by  a  circumftance  which  happen.- 
ed  at  an  cledion  for  this  county,  as  reported  by 

Glan- 
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Glanville.  The  committee  and  the  houfe  deter- 
mined^  April  9,  1624,  that  Sir  Thomas  Eft- 
courtj  having  a  majority  of  votes  on  the  poll^ 
was  duly  eleded  and  returned^  although  he  bad 
declared  at  the  eleSion,  that  be  dejired  not  to  he 
cbofen. , 

m 

I 

GLOUCESTER. 

Political  Character.  This  city  is  at  prcfcnt 
independent ;  a  remarkable  inftance  of  which 
was  given  upon  the  death  of  Sir  Charles  Barrow, 
in  1789,  when  the  citizens  oppofed  the  intereft  of 
the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  and  after  a  poll  of  fifteen 
days  obtained  a  viftory  by  a  majority  of  one  vote. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  is  an  alderman  of  this 
corporation,  and  mod  of  the  body  corporate  are 
in  his  grace's  interefl.  The  earl  of  Guildford  i$ 
recorder,  and  lord  vifcount  Sydney  hasan  inte* 
reft  in  the  city,  arifing  from  the  property  he  in* 
herits  of  the  late  George  Selwyn,  Efq. 

Ancient  State  and  Representation.  This 
city,  called  by  the  ancient  Britons  Caer^ 
^kw,  the  fair  city,  from  its  fine  fituation  and 
beautiful  buildings ;  was  called  by  the  Romany 

CUvum 
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Qevum  or  Glevum^  to  which  the  Saxons^  accofd« 
ing  to  their  cuftom,  added  cefter,  which  fignifiai 
^  a  caftle  or  fortification^  and  thus  called  it  Glem^ 
tefter^  from  whence  its  prefent  name  is  fiippofed 
to  be  derived.  Lcland  fays,  that  in  his  tirne^  it 
was  a  large  place,  well  built  with  timber,  and  do- 
iended  with  ftrong  walls,  except  on  the  fouth 
fide  where  it  is  walhed  by  the  Severn, 

This  city  is  allowed  by  all  writers  oil  the  fubi 
jcft  to  have  been  a  Roman  ftation.  After  the 
Saxon  heptarchy,  this  place  was  of  fome  note; 
and  near  it  Edmund,  fumamed  Ironfides,  fought 
for  the  kingdom,  in  the  Ifle  of  Alney,  with  Canute, 
who  obtained  the  vidlory.  A  little  before  the 
conqueft,  Breiktric,  a  Saxon,  was  lord  of  Glou- 
cefter ;  but,  refufing  to  marry  Maud,  afterwards 
wife  of  William  I.  flie  caufed  him  to  be  impri-  • 
ibned,  and  his  eftate  feifed  by  the  crown.  After- 
wards it  was  given  by  Rufus  to  Robert  Fitz- 
Haimon,  lord  of  Corbaille  in  Normandy. 

Several  of  pur  kings  kept  their  Chriftrtiasat 
this  city.  King  John,  in  the  firft  year  of  his 
ircign,  made  it  a  borough  town,  and  Heniy  III. 
made  it  a  corporation.      It  was  beiieged  and 

taken 
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taken  in  four  days  by  the  barons,  in  the  reign 
of  the  laft  mentioned  king.  It  was,  however^ 
loon  retaken  by  her  fon,  who  pardoned  the  bur-> 
gefles  upon  their  paying  looo  marks.  In  1272 
Edward  I.  held  here  a  parliament,  in  which 
ibme  ufeful  laws  were  made,  now  called  the 
ftaiuies  of  Gloucefter.  Richard  11.  held  alfo  here 
a  parliament;  and  Richard  III.  in  confequence 
of  bearing  the  title  of  duke  of  Gloucefter,  be^ 
Ibre  he  obtained  the  crown,  added  the  two  ad« 
jacent  hundreds  of  Dudfton  and  Kings^Barton 
to  it,  gave  it  his  fjvord  and  cap  of  maintenance^ 
and  made  it  a  county  of  itfelf,  by  the  name  of  the 
county  of  the  city  of  Gloucefter  ;  but,  after  the 
reftoration,  the  hundreds  were  taken  away  by  a(2 
of  parliament,  and  the  walls  of  the  city  razedli 
for  the  inhabitants  fhutting  the  gates^  in  1643, 
againft  Charles  L  by  whom  it  was  then  in  vain 
befieged.  The  city  had  then  eleven  parilh 
churches.  But  fix  being  demolifhed  in  16431 
there  only  remained  five,  and  the  cathedral^ 
This  city  now  gives  the  title  of  duke  to  his 
Royal  Highnefs  William  Henry,  only  remaining 
brother  of  his  prefent  majefty. 

This  city  fent    members  to  paxliament  as 
early  as  23  Edward  I. 

CORPO^ 


GLOUCESTER. 

Corporation.  According  to  Sir  Robert 
Atkins'  Hiftory  of  Glouceftcrftiire,  this  city  was 
incorporated  by  Henry  III.  when  he  was 
crowned  there.  It  was  then  governed  by  a 
mayor,  aldermen,  &c.  But  the  inhabitants  re- 
figning  their  charter,  in  1672,  to  Charles  IL  he 
granted  them  another  in  the  24.  of  his  reign,  by 
which  the  city  and  county  is  governed  by  a 
lleward,  mayor,  12  aldermen,  a  recorder,  two 
{heriSs^  36  common  council,  a  town  clerk,  a 
fword-bearer,  and  4  ferjcants  at  mace.  For 
the  better  regulating  the  trade  of  the  city,  there 
arc  1 2  companies,  whofe  matters  attend  in  their 
gowns,  the  mayor,  on  all  public  occasions  i 
Thefc  are  the  mercers,  in  which  are  included 
the  apothecaries,  grocers,  and  charAdlcrs ;  ,the 
weavers,  the  tonners,  the  butchers,  the  bakers, 
the  fmiths  and  hammer-men,  among  whom  arc 
thegoldfmiths,  ironmongers,  coopers,  ancj  joiners ; 
the  ftioenkkers,  mctaUmen,  taylors,  barbers,  and 
glovers. 

Right  of  Electiox.  Is  in  the  inhabitants 
and  freemen.  * 

Number  of  voters,  3000. 
Returning  officers.     The  flierifFs. 

Patrons.    None. 

CIREN^ 
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CIRENCESTER* 

Political  Character.  Although  there  have 
been  many  refolutions  of  the  tommittees  of  the 
hoafe  on  the  right  of  eledlion  for  this  borough^ 
yet  none  of  them  have  received  the  fandion  of  the 
houfe  of  commons ;  the  right  is  confequently  at 
patent  undefined.  The  only  relblntion  upon 
the  journals  is  the  general  one  of  the  i  ft  of 
May  16249  which  neither  excludes  any  part  of 
the  borough^  nor  any  deftription  of  houfeholders ; 
Ymt  the  returning  officer,  at  the  laft  general  ele<:f^ 
lion  in  1 790,  rejeded  the  votes  of  all  the  houfe* 
holders,  in  the  Abbey,  the  Emery,  and  the  Spi-. 
ringate-lane,  in  confequence  of  a  refolution  of  a 
committee  in  1709^9  which  was  negatived  by  the 
houfct  of  commons, 

•  * 

Mr.  Preilon,  the  Candidate  in  whole  behalf 
thefe  eledors  tendered  their  fuffrages,  has  pre* 
fented  a  petition,  which  is  to  be  determined  this 
prefent  feilion.  The  influence  has  for  many 
years  been  \n  the  family  of  earl  Bathurft,  who 
has  a  feat  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  has  the 
appointment  of  the  returning  officer  at  his 
court-leet.    Mr.  CrefwcU  made  a  fuccefsful  op- 

VoL.  II.  £  pofuion 
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pofition  to  the  intcreft  of  earl  Bathurft's  father, 
in  1768. 

AkCUJNT  StATE  AND  REPRESENTATtON.      This 

town,  which  took  its  name  from  having  a  cefter 
or  caftle  upon  the  river  Chum,  which  fails  into 
the  Thames  at  Crickiade,  is  thought  to  be  the 
oideft,  and  to  have  been  the  iargeft  in  the 
county.  It  is  faid  that  the  emperor  Conftantinc 
was  crowned  >  in  this  town  king  of  the  Britons. 
It  is  however  certain,  that  it  was  a  ftrong  fbr« 
tified  place  in  the  time  of  the  Romans.  It  had 
once  three  pariih-chtirches^  which  are  now  re* 
duced  to  one. 

A^TER  the  Romans  left  this  ifland,  the  Britons 
defended  themfclvcs  in  this  town  againft  the 
Saxons  until  the  year  577,  when,  the  reft  of 
Britain  being  conquered,  Gloucefter,  Bath,  and 
this  place  fubmitted  to  the  Saxons.  But  in  the 
year  656,  Pcnda,  firft  chriftian  king  of  Mercia, 
took  it  from  them.  In  879  it  was  taken  by  the 
Danes,  who  built  a  tower  here,  now  called  Trif- 
mon  Tower,  from  the  name  of  their  general. 
Since  the  Norman  conqueft,  Robert  earl  of 
Gloucefter,  in  the  reign  of  Stephen,  put  a  gar- 

lifon 


"nitdn  here,  when  he  attempted  to  Wftore  Mdud^ 
*he  rmprefs,  to  thef  thronew 

In  the  baron's  wars  igainft  Httity  III.  this 
raftle  had  a  garrifon  put  ih  it  by  them;  but 
the  king  foon  recovered  it,  and  cauied  it  to  be 
dcmoiiflied.     In  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.  Thomas 
Holland,  duke  of  Surrey,  the  earl  bf  SalHbury*  and 
other  noblcmeh^  retreating  to  Circnccfter,  and 
lodging  in  an  inn,  the  bailiff  of  the  town  and 
townfmen  aflaulted  the  houfe^  flew  them,  and 
fent  their  heads  to  London.    For  this  fervice 
Heniy  granted  the  inhabitants  all  the  goods  of 
the  faid  noblemen  and  their  adherents,  except 
tnoney,  plate,  ahd  jewds.     He  alfb  granted  to 
the  men  four  does  in  the  fealbn,  fix  buck«  to  the 
Women,  and  one  hogfhead  of  ivine  from  Brif- 
tol.     He  likewifc  made  the  town  a  court  of  fta- 
ple   for  merchandise,  in  confequence  whereof 
it  became  a  corporation.     It   did   not^  how*, 
tver,  return  members  to  parliament  before  the 
12th  of  Elizabeth.     In  the  year  1668,  the  earl 
Cholmondeley   (a  Roman  Catholic  peer),  wa^ 
murdered  in  the  ftreets,  for  his  adherence  to  ab- 
folute  monarchy. 

E  ?  Cor- 


^3  CIRBNCISTER. 

CoRPOAATK»r.  This  town  being  iiicorp6#/ 
rated^  as  above^  by  Henry  IV«  it  was  governed 
by  a  mayor,  two  conftables,  and  the  common- 
alty>  who  were  deemed  part  of  the  corporate 
body.  But  this  charter  was  cancelled  in  the 
reign  of  Elizabeth* 

Right  ot  Exection.  May  21, 1624.  That 
where  no  cuftom  nor  charter  for  eledion^  there 
the  inhabitants  houfeholders  ought  to  make  the 
cleAion. 

Nfip»  49  1690.  Refdvtd^  by  the  committeej^ 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Ciren^ 
celler  (in  coin.  Glouceller*}  receiving  a  chari--> 
table  donation^  commonly  called  by^money^  have^ 
not  a  right  to  vote  in  ele&ing  burgefles  to  (erve 
.in  parliament. 

Refolved^  That  the  inhabitonts  of  the  bo- 
rough of  Cirencefter  being  inmates,  hafe  no 
right  to  vote  in  eledling  burgefles  to  fenre  in 
parliament. 

Upon  the  queftion,  the  houfe  did  not  agree 
unto  the  firil  refolution^  but  agreed  unto  the  fe« 
Cond. 

Dec. 
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Dec^  Sj  1709.  The  queftion  being  put^  thitf: 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Miey^  the  Emery ^  and  the 
Spiringate'Iane  (not  receiving  alms)  have  a  right 
to  vote  in  electing  members  to  ierve  in  parlia« 
ment  for  the  borough  of  Cirencefter  (com. 
Glouceften) 

It  pafled  in  the  negative* 

The  ilate  of  the  poll  at  the  lad  eledion  wa$» 
For  Lord  Apflcy      -    293 
Richard  Maften  £fq-      262 
Robert  Prcfton,  Efq.        254. 

Number  of  voters— 600. 
Returning  officer — The  Steward. 
Patron— Earl  Bathurft. 

TEWKESBURY. 

Political  character.  This  borough  is  not 
under  the  immediate  influence  of  anyindividuah 
Its  independence  is  evinced  by  the  honour  it  de- 
rives from  fo  exemplary  a  reprefentative  as  Mr. 
James  Martin,  whofe  integrity  has  manifefted 
that  rigid  virtue,  which  fo  defcrvedly  ennobkd 
the  Grecian  and  Roman  chara<fter.  To  the  ho^ 
nour  of  the  Britifh  fenate  it  Ihould  be  recorded,; 
that  being  offered  a  (hare  in  the  very  advanta. 

geous 
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geous  loan  of  1783^  to  a  very  great  amount^  he 
difplaycd  the  true  dignity  of  parliamentary  inde*- 
pendence^  by  communicating  to  the  houle  the 
infult  that  he  conceived  to  be ,  offered  to  the  le^ 
giflative  ailembly  of  the  naticm. 

Ancient  rffresen>tatjon.  This  town  re- 
ceived its  firft  privileges  from  Edw.  IL  which 
wejre  confirmed  by  feveral  of  his  luqceffors ;  but? 
it  did  not  return  to  parliament  before  the  7t.h  of 
James  th^Firft* 

■ 

Tewksbury  was  formerly  famous  for  it$ino^ 
naflery  built  by  two  brothers,  Odo  and  Dodo,, 
who  were  then  dukes  of  great  account  in  the 
kingdom  of  Mercia.  It  was  dedicated  to  the 
Virgin  Mary,  and  at  firft  oply  endowed  with  the 
manor  of  Stanway,  Hugh,  earl  of  Merci*„  was 
the  patron  of  this  priory  in  the  year  800,  and 
Bricktric,  king  of  the  Weft  Saxons,  was  buried 
here  Robert  Fita-Haimon,  in  the  year  1 102, 
new  built  it,  and  made  great  endowments,  ad- 
vancing It  to  an  abbey.  His  daughter  Mabilla, 
wife  of  Robert,  earl  of  Gloucefter,  built  the  pri- 
ory of  St>  James's  at    riftol,  and  fubje6led  it  to 
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this  abbey;  Gilbert  de  Clare,'  earl  of  Glocefter 
and  Hereford,  with  feveral  of  the  families  of  the 
Delpencers  and  Beauchamps,  were  great  bene* 
fadors  to  it,  fome  of  whom  are  buried  here ;  it 
was  valued  at  the  fuppreflion  at  1 598K  a  year. 
The  church  is  ftill  ftanding,  and  is  now  the 
parifh  church  above  defcribed. 

This  place  is  alfo  famous  for  a  bloody  battle 

fought  here  between  the  two  houfes  of  York  and 

Lancafter,  when  Edward  the  Fourth  entirely  de- 

feated  Henry  the  Sixth,  taking  the  queen,  prince 

Edward,  atid  many  of  the  nobility  who  fided 

with  Henry,  prifoners.     The  young  prince,  who 

was  but  eighteen  years  of  age,  being  brought 

into  the  king's  tent,  appeared  before  him  with 

an  undaunted  countenance;  and  Edward  afking 

him,  how  he  came  to  be  fo  rafli  as  thus  to  enter 

his  kingdom  in  arms?  he  bravely  replied,  **  That 

he  came  to  recover  his  own  inheritance,  which 

had  been  unjuftly  ufurped."  On  which  the  kin^ 

tnftead  of  admiring  his  intrepidky,  ftrilck  him 

on  the  mouth  with  his   gauntlet,  arid  turning 

from  him  withdrew^  when  the  dukes  of  Clarence 

^nd  Glocefter,  the  king's  brothers,  the  earl  of 

Dorfet^ 
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Dorfet^  and  the  lord  Haftings,  ftept  up  to  ilie 
young  prince,  and  barbaroufly  ftabbed  him  with 
their  daggers ;  after  which^  that  party  waa  never 
able  to  make  head  again.  It  is  a  large,  beaoti* 
fill,  and  populous  town,  confiding  of  three  well 
built  ftreets,  and  many  lanes.  It  has  a  bridge 
over  three  of  the  four  rivers  that  run  by  it,  and 
a  church,  which  is  a  large,  noble  ftrudure^  widi 
two  handfome  turrets  at  each  end,  and  a  ftately 
tower^  alfo  adorned  with  turrets.  The  commu^ 
nion  table  confifts  of  one  entire  piece  of  marble^ 
thirteen  feet  eight  inches  long»  and  three  feet 
and  a  half  broad,  and  Hands  in  the  middle  of  the 
choir.  This  ftruQure  is  adorned  with  a  num- 
ber  of  funeral  monuments,  particularly  feveral 
of  the  earls  of  Glocefter  and  Warwick,  prince 
Edward,  the  fon  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  and  the 
duke  of  Clarence^  brother  to  Edward*  the 
Fourth.  Here  are  alfo  feveral  meeting-houfes 
of  difienters,  and  a  free-fchool,  ere&ed  by  Wil- 
liam Ferrers,  in  1 675,  who  gave  20I.  a  year  for 
ibe  maintenance  of  a  mafter,  to  which  feveral 
other  benefa£lors  have  made  confiderable  addi^ 
tions«  Here  is  alfo  an  hofpital,  endowed  with 
40K  a  year  by  the  late  queen  Mary^  to  be  paid 

out 
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out  of  the  Exchequer^  for  the  maintenance  of 
thirteen  poor  people>  and  a  reader^  who  is  ap- 
pointed by  the  corporation ;  and  in  the  church^ 
yard  is  an  almsboufc  for  ten  poor  widows^  but 
without  any  endowments. 


Corporation.  Tewkefbury  being  re-incor- 
porated by  James  I.  it  was  then  governed  by  24 
burgefles^  from  whom  are  chofen  annually  two 
bailiffs^  who  are  the  ruling  magiftrates^  and  have 
jurifdidUon  within  the  borough^  exclufive  of  the 
juftices  of  the  peace  for  the  county. 

Right  op  BtECTiON — Is  in  the  magiflratet 
and  inhabitants  paying  fcot  and  lot. 

Number  of  votbrs — Suppofed  to  be  about 
500. 
Returning  officers— The  Bailiffs, 


HAMP^ 
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HA  MP  S  H  I  RE. 

ANCIENT    STATE. 

npHIS  county,  called  by  the  Saxons  Hamtun^ 
Jeyre^  from  Hampton^  or  Southampton,  the 
county  town,  was  afterwards  called  HmnteC. 
chyrc,  and  hence  its  prefcnt  names  of  Hampu 
ihire  and  Hants  are  derived. 

At  the  Roman  invafion,  the  Rcgni  and  Belgac 
poiTcfTed  great  part  of  this  county.  The  former 
was  a  tribe  of  the  ancient  Britons  and  the  Bel- 
g«,  a  people  of  Germany,  who,  pafling  the 
Rhine,  pollefled  themfelves  of  part  of  Gaul,  and 
then  failed  over  to  the  fouth-weft  coaft  of  Britain,, 
in  order  to  plunder  the  inhabitants,  and  return 
with  the  fpoil.  But  liking  the  country,  they 
drove  the  Britons  out  of  thofe  places,  long  after 
tailed  Somcrfetlhire,  Wiltfhirc,  and  the  inland 
parts  of  Hampfliire,  of  which  they  took  pof- 
feflion,  where  they  were  found  by  CsefaXi,  on  his 
vifiting  thofe  parts  of  Britain.  This  coun- 
ty is  thought  to  have  been  the  firft  that  fufy* 
mitted  to  the  Romans.  Although  lefs  than 
many  other  counties  in  England,  fome  authors, 
affert,  that  it  had  fix  Roman  ftations  called  Calle^ 
va^     Findama,     Fenta,^    Belgarum^     Claucenium^ 

Brig^e^  afKl  Cunitis^ 

When 
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When  the  Saxons  invaded  this  ifland,  the  in- 
habitants  kept  this  county  60  years  after  the  firft 
landing  of  Hengift  ;  but  Cerdic,  the  founder  of 
the  kingdom  of  the  Weft  Saxons,  landing  at 
Chardford  in  the  beginning  of  the  6th  century^ 
reduced  all  the  fouthern  fliore,  as  far  as  the  country 
of  the  Damnonii,  to  his  authority.  The  pofterity 
of  Cerdic  ruled  the  whole  country  of  the  Belga& 
for  feveral  generations,  but  at  length  this  county 
was  taken  from  it,  and  rendered  a  petty  kingu 

dom- 

In  the  reign  of  Ethelbert,  and  in  the  year  860^ 
the  Danes  invading  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  ravaged 
all  before  them  as  far  as  Winchefter ;  but  as  they 
were  returning,  Ofric,  eai  1  of  Hampton,  afiifted 
by  the  men  of  Berklhire,  defea'ted  them,  and  re- 
covered the  ipoils.  The  Saxons  being  fettled 
fome  timie  in  thefe  parts,  divided  the  country  of 
the  BelgaB  into  three  counties,  Somerfetftiire^ 
Wiltfhirc,  and  Hampfhire. 

This  county,  exclufive  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  is 
divided  into  39  hundreds,  containing  one  city,  20 
market  towns,  arid  253  parifhcs.  It  lies  in  the 
province  of  Canterbury,  and  the  diocefe  of  Win- 
chefter,    It  fends  26  mcnibers  to  parliament,  re-- 

turned 
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turned  as  follows :  Two  knights  by  the  county^ 
and  two  burgefles  by  each  of  the  following 
towns;  Southanoptonj,  Portfmouth^  Newport^ 
Yarmouth^  and  Newton^  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight^ 
Lymington  or  Liminton,  Chriftchurch^  Anda« 
yer>  Whitchurchj^  Petersfield^  and  Stockbridge. 

FotiTicAL  Character.  This  county  has^ 
from  its  maritime  fituation^  many  ports  in  it^^ 
where  a  great  number  of  cuftom-houfe  officers^ 
and  others^  under  the  immediate  controul  of  go^ 
vernmentji  refide.  The  intereft  arifing  from  this 
connedion^  as  well  as  from  the  dock-yard  at  Port£- 
mouthy  is  fo  great^  as  to  fuperfede  ariftocracy 
itfelf  s  and  the  adminiftration  for  the  time  being 
have  generally  the  nomination  of  its  members^ 
which  may  be  eafily  evinced  by  the  laft  returOj^ 
when  the  numbers  were»  for 

Sir  W.  Heathcote,  Bart.  2013 

William  Chute,  Efq.  1 805 

LordJ.  Ruflel^  1290 

J.  C.  Jervois,  Efq.  123a 

PORTSMOUTH. 

Political  Character.  The  right  of  cleaioit 
in  this  town  being  exclufively  in  the  corporation^ 

confiiling 
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toofifting  of  a  myor,  recorder,  i3  aldermeD, 
aod  aD  indefifiite  number  of  burgefles^  like  that 
of  Plymoatbj  the  fame  influence  prevailed  here 
for  a  great  number  of  years,  and  tbe  admiralty 
was  always  admitted  to  have  the  nomination  of 
its  members.  The  corporation,  however,  beitig 
chiefly  compofed  of  men  of  independent  for* 
tunes,  and  inimical  to  the  American  war,  and  un« 
conftitutional  meafures  of  Lord  North's  adiv^i- 
niftration,  refufed  to  accept  the  minifterial  nomi- 
nation of  die  late  Peter  Taylor,  Efq.  the  army 
commifTary,  upon  the  death  of  the  lateSirMatthew 
Featherftonhaugh,  in  1774,  and  invited  Jofhua 
Iremonger,  of  Wherewell,  in  this  county;  a  gen- 
tleman of  great  opulence  and  independence,  t6 
oppofe  the  government  intereft.  The  patriotic 
party  had  not  yet  acquired  a  fu£Ecient  ftrength 
to  overcome  that  influence  which  had  ufually 
))revailed  here,  fo  that  Mr*  Taylor  carried  hiH 
elefiion  by  a  majority  of  three  votes. 

* 

This  oppofition  to  government  irritated  them 
to  fuch  a  pitch,  as  to  caufe  them,  the  enfuing 
term,  to  move  the  court  of  King's  Bench  for  in- 
foirmations  in  the  nature  of  Quo  fVarrmto,  againft 

the 
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the  rtayor,  feveral  of  the  aldermen^  and  63  of 
the  burgefles.  Thefe  informations  having  been 
feverally  obtained^  and  trials  had  thereon»  judg^ 
ment  of  oufter  was  ifTued  againft  the  whofe 
number.  Similar  informationswere  then  moved 
on  behalf  of  the  patriotic  againft  the  minifterial 
party^and  29  of  the  latter^  were  likewife  oufted* 

These  judgments  left  the  corporatioh  without 
a  mayor  or  recorder^  only  4  aldermen  remained 
in  their  offices,  and  a  few  of  the  burgeffes.  Ad- 
miniftration  had  now  fo  far  fucceeded.  as  to  have 
k  clear  majority  in  this  garbled  corporation  ;  but 
of  the  four  remaining  aldermen^  Wm.  Carter, 
fen.  .5f<l-  Mr.  White,  Mr,  Linzee,  and  Mr.  Var- 
loe,  the  two  former  being  in  the  independent  in-> 
tereft,  and  the  two  latter  in  that  of  government^ 
and  as  the  power  of  making  aldermen,  and  nomi« 
Dating  candidates  for  the  office  of  mayor,  is  veft* 
ed  by  the  bye-laws  of  the  corporation  in  the 
court  of  aldermen,  no  ele£lion  could  legally  be 
made  for  either.  The  majority  of  burgeffes  who 
^^erc  in  the  intereft  of  government,  however,  af- 
fembled,  and  affumed  to  themfelves  a  power  of 
chu&ng  a  mayor,  and  elefled  Mr.  Munday,  aA 

oSicet 
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bf&cer  of  the  cuftpms  in  this  port,  and  one  of  the 
buTgeffes,  into  that  office.  This  elcftion  being 
illegal,  judgment  of  oufter  was  foon  obtained 
againfthim ;  but  the  burgefles  ftill  perfevered  in 
the  fame  mode  of  eleflion,  and  as  often  as  judg- 
ment of  oufter  was  obtained  againft  one,  they  fet 
about  elefting  another  of  their  own  party,  and 
continued  this  practice  for  nearly  nine  years,  at 
the  expiration  of  which  time,  Linzee  and  Var« 
loe,  the  two  ipinifterial  aldermen,  died,  and  left 
t^e  corporate  power  in  the  hands  of  their  oppo* 
sients.  The  earl  of  Sandwich,  who  had  been  con* 
iidered  the  patron  and  fupporter  of  the  minifterial 
party  ia  this  borough,  being  about  this  time  re^ 
moved  from  the  office  of  firft  lord  of  the  admi« 
ralty,  they  loft  that  fupport  by  which  they  were 
enabled  for  fo  many  years  to  carry  on  their  op« 
pofition. 

Th£  two  remaining  aldermen,  Carter  and 
White,  having  now  the  fole  command  of 
the  corporation,  and  the  eledion  of  mayor  of 
neceffity  falling  upon  one  of  themt  Mr.  Girter 
)vas  accordingly  chofcti  on  the  Michaelmas  day 
following. 

The 
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The  corporation  having  once  more  obtained 
a  legal  fornix  a  court  of  aldermen  was  held^  the 
vacancies  were  filled  up»  and  a  nmnber  of  new 
burgefles  ele£led^  of  fuch  a  charaS^r  and 
independence^  as  placed  them  beyond  the  reach 
of  improper  influence.  Sir  John  Carter^  eldeft 
ion  of  the  above  named  alderman,  has  ever  fince 
been  confidered  the  leader  and  patron  of  this  cor-<- 
poration.  The  conftitutional  obje&ions  which 
we  have  to  make  againft  them  are,  that  the  ma-» 
jority  of  them  arenonrefidents ;  and  that  by  their 
conftitution  they  eled  each  other^  without  the 
fuffrages  of  the  inhabitants,  who  are  thereby 
not  only  fecluded  from  their  natural  right  to 
their  choice  of  magiftrates,  but  alfo  from  the 
more  important  one,  of  delegating  their  repre- 
fentatives  to  the  legiflature,  in  whom  is  the  diC* 
pofal  of  their  liberty,  life  and  property. 

Right  of  Election,  is  in  the  mayor,  alder-» 
pien,  and  burgefles  of  the  faid  borough  only^ 
16^5,  24th  January. 

Ancient  statrand  representation.-— Thli 

(cywn,  which  may,  from  having  the  only  regulaf 

fortification  in  the  kingdom,  be  termed  the  Key 

6  of 
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of  England,  was  burnt  by  the  French  in  ihc 
reign  of  Richard  11.  At  firft,  the  town  was  for- 
tified by  a  timber  wall  lined  with  earth ;  but  Ed- 
ward  IV.  built  two  forts  of  free-ftone  at  the  en- 
trance  of  the  harbour,  and  Hen.  VIL  made  it 
a  garrifon.     This  town  fent  mepibers  as  early  as 

Winchefter  did,  which  was  23  Edw.  I. 

« 

Corporation. — Portfmouth  was  laft  incorpo- 
rated by  Charles  I.  It  is  governed  by  a  mayor, 
recorder,  twelve  aldermen,  and  an  indefinite 
number  of  burgefles. 

Right  or  election. — Jan.  24, 1695,  Re/ohed^ 
That  the  right  of  eleftion  of  burgeffes  toferve  iib 
parliament  for  the  borough  of  Portfmouth  (in 
Com.  Southampton)  is  in  the  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  burgefles  of  the  faid  borough  only. 

k 

Feb.  3,  1710,  Refolved,  That  Jofepb  ff^iteborn, 
Efq.  who  was  eledled  mayor  of  the  borough  of 
Portfmouth  on  the  loth  day  of  December,  1709, 
and  had  not  duly  qualified  himfelf  for  that  office 
according  to  law,  by  taking  the  Sacrament  of  the 
Lord's  Supper'-  according  to  the  rites  of  the 

Vol.  II.  F  church 
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church  of  England^  within  one  year  next  before 
his  elei^n,  was  not  legal  mayor  of  the  laid  bo-> 
rough. 


Jiefohed,  That  the  aldermen,  elefted  during  the 
faid  pretended  mayoralty  of  the  faid  Mr.  fVbite-^ 
bortij  are  not  legal  aldermen,  and  the  burgefles 
eleQed  during  his  pretended  mayoralty,  have  not 
arighttovoteineledions  of  members  to  ferve  in 
parliament  for  the  faid  borough  of  Portfmouth. 

Number  of  voters — no. 
Returning  orricER— The  Mayor. 
Patron— Sir  John  Carter. 


SOUTHAMPTON. 

Political  Character.-— This  town,  which  i& 
a  county  of  itfelf,  is  remarkable  for  the  refpec-« 
tability  of  its  corporation,  which,  like  that  of 
Poole,  to  which  it  is  nearly  fimilar  in  its  confti- 
tution,  is  denominated  the  mayor,  baililFs,  and 
burgefles,  though  it  is  cuftomary,'as  at  Poole,  to 
compliment  fuch  of  its  members,  as  have  fcrved 
the  office  of  mayor,  with  the  title  of  alderman. 
3  The 
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The  prefent  mayor,  (hcnff,  and  bailiffi,  arc  all 
gentlemen  of  title. 

The  late  Hans  Stanleyi  of  famous  memory,  re- 
^prcfcntcd  this  town  near  thirty  years,  and  was  fo 
profufc  in  the  diflribution  of  court  favours,  which 
it  is  well  known  were  at  his  difpofal,  as  to  bring 
it  into  the  vortex  of  government  boroughs.  So 
unliable,  however,  is  gratitude  thus  procured^ 
that  they  turned  his  nephew,  the  prefent  Hans 
Sloane,  Efq.  out  of  its  reprefentation,  a  very  few 
years  after  his  death. 

The  influence  in  this  town  is  principally  in  ^ 
the  corporation,  although  the  right  of  eleftion 
is  in  the  inhabitant  houfeholders  paying  fcot  and 
lot,  and  their  number  is  near  fix  hundred*  The 
corporation  have  the  power  of  making  non-reli-« 
dent,  or  honorary  buigelles  j  but  they  have  not 
yet  abufed  it  to  any  extent. 

Ancient  state  and  KEPRESENtATtoN.— 
This  town,  anciently  called  Hautun,  from  being 
feated  on  a  bay,  formerly  named  Trifauton^ 
or  the  Bay  of  Aiiton,  now  Southampton- 
Water,    is   diftinguifhed   from    Hampton    and 

F  2  North- 
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Northampton,  by  the  name  of  Southampton 
It  is  generally  agreed,  that  this  town  was  a  colony 
of  the  Romans  called  Claucentum.  It  was 
greatly  harafled  by  the  Danes  in  the  year  980, 
and  plundered  and  burnt  to  the  ground  by  the 
French  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  It  was,  how- 
ever, foon  rebuilt,  fortified  with  towers  and  bat- 
tlements,  and  in  a  little  time  became  fo  populous, 
as  to  induce  Richard  II.  to  defend  its  harbour  by 
crcding  a  flrong  caftle.  It  was  faid,  that  this 
town,  among  other  privileges,  having  that  of  all 
the  Canary  wine  brought  to  England  firft  landed 
here,  became  exceedingly  wealthy.  But  the  Lon- 
don merchants  TufFerlng  greatly  from  the  law, 
purchafed  the  exclufive  privilege  from  the  corpo- 
ration, and,  thus,  had  their  Canary,  as  well  as  the 
reft  of  their  imported  wines,  brought  dircdUy  tQ 
London.  This  town  fent  to  parliament  as  early 
as  23  Edward  I. 

9 

Corporation.  This  is  the  county  town,  and 
was  incorporated  by  Hen.  II.  and  John.  It  was 
next  made  a  county  of  itfelf,  by  Hen.  Vl.  who 
thus  rendered  it  independent  of  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  the  county.  By  its  laft  charter,  granted 
by  Charles  I.  the  corporation  confifts  of  a  may- 
or. 
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or,  recorder,  IherifF,  and  two  bailiffs :  all  thofc 
who  have  ferved  any  of  the  foregoing  offices^ 
conftitute  the  common-council,  which,  con- 
fequently,  are  unlimited  ;  but  the  corporation 
have  a  power  of  choofing  burgeffes,  who,  altho' 
not  members  of  the  common  council,  are  yet  of 
the  corporation,  and  have,  therefore,  votes. 
There  are  eleven  juftices  of  the  peace;  namely, 
the  mayor  for  the  time  being,  the  bifhop  of  Win- 
cheftcr,  the  recorder,  the  laft  mayor,  five  alder- 
men, and  two  burgeffes.  All  who  have  paffed 
the  chair  are  aldermen.  The  corporation  h^ve 
feveral  officers,  as  a  town  clerk,  four  ferjeants  at 
mace,  a  town-crier,  &c.  The  mayor  and  bai- 
liffs have  a  court  for  the  recovery  of  fmall  debts. 
All  caufes  are  tried  in  the  Guildhall,  where  the 
quarter  feffions  are  alfo  held.  The  mayor  is  ad- 
miral of  the  liberties,  from  South  Sea  Caftle  near 
Portfmouth,  to  Hurft  Caftle,  which  is  feated  on  a 
neck  of  land  that  runs  fo  far  into  the  fea  as  to 
form  the  ftiorteft  paffage  to  the  Ifle  of  Wight. 

It  was  here  that  Canute  ridiculed  his  flatter- 
ing courtiers,  by  fitting  crowned,  and  in  his 
royal  robes,  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  forbid- 
ding the   tide  to  approach  his  foot-ftool ;  but 

the 
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the  fea^  deaf  to  his  commancb,  and  regardlefs  of 
his  threats^  continued  its  wonted  courfe,  and  wetrr 
ting  h^s  majefty'i  feet  and  robes,  he  flarted  up, 
and  upbraided  thofe  fycophants  with  the  groifnefs 
of  th^ir  flatterx,  in  pretending  that  all  nature 
c^eyed  him.  ^*  Let  this  convince  you,  and  all 
^*  the  world/'  added  he,  "  that  the  power  of  the 
greateft  niQparcb  is  poor  and  weak,  and  that 
none  is  truly  worthy  of  the  title  of  king,  but  hf, 
whofe  will  being  an  eternal  l^w^  the  heavens, 
*«  the  eajth,  and  the  feabbejr." 

Right  of  E|.ECTioN.-r-J[)^<:.  31,  i6l9»  Re/olved^ 
That  the  right  of  cledipn  of  burgcflTcs  to  fervc 
\n  parliament  for  the  town  and  county  of  South-9 
amjpton,  is  ii^  the  burgefTes  and  inhabitants  of  the 
faid  town. 

March  17,  1695,  R^/ohed,  That  tjie  outliving 
burgefTes,  as  well  as  the  bufgciTes,  inhabitants, 
and  other  inhabitants  paying  fcot  and  lot,  have  a 
right  to  vote  for  eleding  members  to  fcrve  in  par-, 
liament  for  the  town,  and  coijnty  of  the  town  of 
(Southampton. 

Returning  officers.  April '^,  17351 -^^S/^fc^rf, 
That  the  mayor  and  bailifl^  of  the  town,  and 

coqnt^ 
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county  of  the  town  of  Southampton!  are  the  re^ 
turning  o^icers  for  the  faid  town  and  county*     , 

A  SHSRIPF  RETURNED  TO  PARLIAMENT* 

The  inhabitants  of  Southampton  having  pre* 
fented  a  petition  againfl  the  return  of  Mr.  Fle- 
ming to  ferve  them  in  parliament,  in  confe^ 
qucnce  of  his  being  (herifF  of  the  county  at  the 
time  of  his  eledtion,  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  take  the  faid  petition  into  their  confideiation* 
The  committee  met  on  the  lOth  of  Feb.  1777, 
and,  after  hearing  counfel  and  evidence,  deter« 
mined  on  the  12th  Feb.  that  the  fitting  mtm^ 
bcr  (Mr.  Fleming)  was  duly  ele<9»d.  The  chief 
ground  of  their  decifion  was,  that  this  towfi« 
being  a  county  of  itfelf,  and  that  the  mayor  aiut 
bailiffs  proceeded  to  the  ek&ion  by  virtue  of 
a  writ  from  the  crown,  and  not  under  the  autho-' 
rity  of  a  precept  from  the  (heriff  of  Hampihire^ 
it  did  not  incapacitate  the  fitting  member. 

Number  op  voters — About  6oo> 
Returninq  officers— The  Mayor  and  bai- 
liffs. 


STOCK. 
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Political  Character.  The  right  of  elec^ 
lion  in  this  borough  is  in  the  inhabitants  houfe-. 
keepers^  paying  fcot  and  lot.  They  have  no 
particular  patron ;  but  Mr.  Bucket^  the  landlord 
of  the  principal  inn  in  the  town,  is  a  leading 
man  amongft  them^  The  frequent  petitions 
which  have  been  prefentcd  to  parliament  on 
the  fcore  of  bribery,  Ihew,  either  that  this 
borough  is  more  than  ordinarily  open  to  cor-* 
ruption,  or  that  it  is  more  (hamelefs  in  the  ex- 
crcife  of  it.  The  petition  of  Mr.  Barham  and 
Mr.  Porter,  againft  major  Scot  and  Mr.  Cater, 
the  fitting  members,  is  no\v  depending  on  the 
fame  charge. 

Ancient  Representation.  This  town  never 
fent  to  parliament  till  i  Elizabeth. 

Corporation.  None :  It  being  a  borough 
by  prcfcription,  governed  by  a  titular  bailiff,  con^ 
it^ble,  and  ferjeant  at  m^cc. 

Right 
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RidHT  OF  Election— Is  in  all  the  inhabitants 
paying  to  church  and  poor. 

Number  of  voters— 57. 
Returning  officer.     The  Bailiff. 

Mode  of  bribing  the  voters.  The  bailiff, 
Vfho  is  generally  an  innkeeper,  or  one  depend- 
ant upon  an  innkeeper,  is  the  returning  officer 
at  eledions  ;  for  it  is  faid  that  the  innkeeper,  in 
order  to  have  an  opportunity  of  receiving  bribes 
upon  thefe  occafions,  without  being  liable  to  the 
penalty,  has  frequently  procured  one  of  his  own 
hoftlers  to  be  ele3ed  bailiff,  and  has  himfelf  car<» 
^ied  the  mace  before  him* 

The  ingenious  Sir  Richard  Steele,  who  reprc- 
fented  this  borough  in  the  reign  of  queen  Anne, 
carried  his  eleftion  againfl  a  powerful  oppofi* 
tion,  by  the  merry  expedient  of  flicking  a  large 
apple  full  of  guineas,  and  declaring  it  fhould  be 
the  prize  of  that  man  whofc  wife  fhould  firfl  be 
brought  to-bed  after  that  day  nine  months. 
This,  we  are  told,  procured  him  the  interefl  of 
jh^  women,  who  are  faid  to  commembratc  Sir 

Richard '5 
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Richard's  bofunry  to  this  day,  and  once  made 
a  ftrenuous  effort  to  procure  a  (landing  order 
of  the  corporation,  that  no  man  (hould  ever  be 
received  as  a  candidate  who  did  not  offer  him- 
fclf  on  the  fame  terms. 

Bribery, 

Novevtier  15  th,  1689.  i.  Upon  fpccial  report 
from  the  committee  of  privileges  and  eledlionSji 
of  grofs  and  notorious  bribery  at  an  eki^ion 
for  the  borough  of  Stockbridgc,  in  corn- 
Southampton, 

Re/olvedt  That  W.  Montague,  Efq..  is  not  duly 
cleSed  a  burgefs  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  parlia- 
ment for  the.faid  borough  of  Stockbridge, 

2.  Refolvedy  That  W,  Strode,  Efq.  is  not  duly 
eledted  a  burgefs,  &c. 

3.  Refohedf  That  the  faid  eleftion  is  a  void 
cleftion. 

4.  Ordered^  That  Richard  Hcwes,  the  bailiff^, 
P.  Robinfon  Gatehoufe,  and  S.  Hall,  be  fent  for 

into 
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into  cuftody  of  the  ferjeant  at  arms,  for  giving 
and  taking  bribes  at  the  £iid  elefUon. 

■ 

5,  Refolved,  That  W,  Monta^ue^  Elq.  be 
difabled  from  being  elefled  a  burgefs  to  ferve  in 
jthis  prefent  parliament  for  the  (aid  borough  of 
3itockbridge^ 

6.  That  a  debate  arifing  touching  the  did 
franchifing  the  laid  borough  for  ever  hereafter 
from  fending  burgefles  to  parliament^  ajid  that 
inflead  thereof  two  more  knights  of  the  fhire  be 
cholen  for  the  county  of  Southampton^ 

Refolved^  That  the  debate  be  adjourned  till 
Monday  morning  next,  at  ten  o'clock. 

NcFuemhtr  27th,  1789,  7.  A  petition  of  R. 
Hcwes,  &c«  inhabitants  of  Stockbridgc,  that  they 
were  very  forry  they  had  incurred  the  difplea* 
fure  of  the  houfe  by  encouraging  the  giving 
money,  and  by  other  irregularities  at  the  late 
eledion  there,  which  they  had  not  done,  but  that 
they  were  fo  near  ruin  by  the  late  king's  army 
continually  quartering  upon  them,  and  praying 
th?  conftderation  of  the  hpufc,  and  to  be  diC 

charged 
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charged  from  their  confinements.  The  petU 
tioners  being  called  in,  and  feverely  reproved 
by  Mr.  Speaker  for  their  offences,  were  dif- 
charged  on  paying  their  fees. 

8.  Re/ohed^  That  the  faid  eledion  for  the 
l&id  borough  of  Stockbridge  is  a  corrupt  and  a 
void  elcvftion. 

9.  Rejolvcd^  That  a  bill  be  brought  in  for  dif- 
abling  the  faid  borough  of  Stockbridge  to  fend 
burgeflcs  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  future. 

And  the  faid  bill  was  brought  in  the  fame 
feflion,  and  read  a  firft  and  fecond  tin)e,  and  com* 
mitted* 

7th  February^  1693.  10.  A  petition  of  the 
bailiff  and  inhabitants  of  the  faid  borough  of 
Stockbridge  was  prcfented  to  the  houfe  and 
read,  praying  that  the  bill  may  be  withdrawn, 
and  that  the  ancient  frame  and  conftitution  of 
the  faid  borough,  in  fending  members  to  parlia- 
ment, may  not  be  altered. 

Re/olved,    That  the  faid  petition  be  rejected. 

Eodcm 
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Eodem  Die^  ii.  Another  petition  of  the 
bailiff  and  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Stock- 
bridge,  praying  to  be  heard  by  their  counfel 
againft  the  faid  bill,  was  alio  reje(^ed« 

12.  And  the  bill  was  afterwards  engroflcd, 
and  read  a  third  time ;  but  on  the  third  reading 
the  queftion  being  put  that  the  bill  do  pafs. 

It  pafTed  in  the  negative,  and  afterwards, 

April  i'9th,  1694.  A  motion  being  made,  and 
the  queftion  being  put,  that  a  warrant  be  now 
direfted  to  the  clerk  of  the  crown  to  ms^ke  out 
a  new  writ  for  the  elefting  a  burgefs  to  fervc  in 
this  prefent  parliament  for  the  borough  of 
Stockbridge,  in  the  county  of  Southampton,  in 
the  room  of  Richard  Whitehead,  Efq. 

It  pafled  in  the  negative. 

Political  Anecdote. 

In  a  peniion  lift  publiftied  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  II.  there  appears  the  following  extraor- 
dinary paragraph : 

Sir 
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Sir  Robert  Howard  (member  for  Stocks 
bridge)^  auditor  of  the  receipts  of  the  exchequer^ 
3000  pounds  per  annum.  Many  great  places  and 
boons  he  has  had ;  but  his  wh-^  uphil,  fpends  all^ 
and  now  refufes  to  Inarry  him. 


CMRISTCHURCH- 

Political  Character.  There  does  not 
appear  upon  the  journals  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons any  refolution  rerpe6ling  the  right  of 
ele£tion  in  this  borough;  but  Brown  Willis,  and 
every  other  parliamentary  writer,  dates  it  to  be 
in  the  inhabitants  houfeholders,  paying  fcot 
and  lot.  The  corporation  have  however  af<- 
fumed  to  themfelves  the  exclufive  right  for  a 
number  of  yean,  without  any  oppofition  from 
the  inhabitants,  and  exercife  it  at  prefent  with 
wonderful  add^efs  and  management. 

Edward  Hoop£R,  Efq.  of  Home  Court,  near 
this  borough,  fenior  commiflioner  of  the  cuftomsi 
has  for  near  fifty  years  had  the  controling  in- 
tereft  of  this  corporation,  the  direflion  of  which 
he  has  lately  furrendered  to  lord  Malnvefbury. 

But 
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But  Mr.  Rofe  of  the  treafury,  in  imhation  of  hiar 
predeceflbr  John  Robinfon,  at  Harwich,  has, 
fincc  his  purchafe  of  the  eftate  at  Cufnells,  in 
the  New  Foreft,  cokiceived  it  convenient  to  re-^ 
alife  a  fimilar  influence,  and  has  accordingly 
dire€led  the  treafury  artillery  againft  the  elec«> 
cors  of  Chriftchurch.  A  furrender  was  foon  ob-> 
tained,  and  a  capitulation  agreed  on^  by  which 
Mr.  Rpfe  is  allowed  the  nomination  of  one  of 
its  members.  Should  any  two  gentlemen,  how^ 
ever,  think  proper  to  offer  themielves  at  a  fu- 
ture vacancy  on  the  right  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
take  the  fenfe  of  a  committee  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  by  petition,  on  the  validity  of  their 
claim  of  fuffrage,  there  is  the  beft  founded  pre- 
fumption  of  fuccefs,  as  they  have  not  contrary 
refolutions  of  former  committees  to  combat,  as  in 
the  cafes  of  Pomfret  and  Poole,  but  a  clear  and 
diftin^  right  eftablifbed  by  prefcription,  and 
oppofed  only  by  an  arbitrary  monopoly,  fanc« 
tioiied  by  a  corrupt  ufage  of  a  (hort  period. 

Right  of  Election.  In  the  inhabitants 
houfeholders,  paying  fcot  and  lot;  but  at  prefent 
alfumed  and  exercifed  by  ibc  corporation  €%• 
clufivelv. 

¥ 
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Ancient  State  and  Representation.  Thi^ 
town  was  anciently  called  Twcnamboume,  from 
its  being  iituated  at  the  conflux  of  the  rivers 
Avon  and  Stour,  near  the  place  where  they  fall 
into  Chriftchurch-bay,  and  lias  received  its  pre* 
fent  name  from  the  dedication  of  its  church  to 
Chrift.  It  firft  fent  to  parliament  13  Elizabeth, 
for  although  it  was  fummoned  35  Edward  !•  and 
2  Edward  II.  the  bailiff  made  no  return  to  cither 
-precept. 

Corporation— confifts  of  a  mayor,  a  recorder, 
aldermen,  bailiffs,  and  a  common  council. 

Number  of  Voters— 24. 
Returning  Officer — The  mayor. 
Patrons— Lord    Malmefbury    and    George 
Rofe,  Efq. 

Mayor  of  C^ristchurch. 

.  It  was  determined,  in  the  cafe  of  the  mayor 
of  Chriftchurch,  in  the  King's  Bench  (Stra. 
1090)  that  a  bare  fw earing  in,  and  afling,  does 
not  m^ke  a  man  an  officer,  defaffo,  and  that  un« 
lefs  there  is  fome  form  of  elcdlion  he  is  a  mere 
ufurper. 

LYMING^ 
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l^OLiTicAL  Character.  The  corporation 
in  this  borough^  confiding  of  the  mayor  and 
burgefles,  have  the  exclufive  right  of  the  elec- 
tion of  members  of  parliament^  and  are  all 
under  the  influence  of  Sir  Harry  Burrard^  Bart, 
by  whofe  means  the  majority  of  them  have  ob- 
tained a  number  of  thofe  benevolences,  which 
render  them  indeed  obnoxius  to  Mr.  Gr6we's 
bill ;  but  are,  notwithftatiding  that,  liberally  dif- 
tributed  by  the  treafury  amongft  the  immacu* 
late  boroughs.  

Ancient  Rbpressntation.  The  firft  returti 
of  members  from  this  place  was  27  Elizabeth. 

Corporation*  This  ancient  borough  is  a  cor- 
poration by  prefcription,  confiding  of  a  titular 
mayor,  sjdermen,  and  burgefles,  without  limitar 
tion ;  the  mayor  is  annually  chofen  by  the  bur«- 
gefle$.  within  and  without  the  borough,  and 
fworn  at  the  court-leet  of  the  lord  of  the 
manor. 

Voi.^  II.  G  RioHx 
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Right  or  Election. 

OSAer  29, 1691*  Refolved^  That  the  mayor 
and  buigefles  of  Lymington  have  only  a  right 
to  ded  a  burgels  to  ierve  in  paiiiament  for  that 
borough* 

Jan.  18,  1695.  Refohed^  That  the  right  of 
elediog  bni^ilbs  to  Ierve  in  parliament  for  the 
boroii^  of  Lymington  is  not  in  the  mayor,  bur«-* 
geflb,  and  commonalty  of  the  faid  borough^  pay«» 
ing  (cot  and  lot. 

Rejolved^  That  the  right  of  cfediog  membeni 
to  ferve  in  parliament  for  thcT  faid  borough  of 
Lymington^  is  only  in  the  mayor  and  burgefles  of 
Lymington,  exclufive  of  the  commonalty,  pay- 
ing £cot  and  lot, 

Jan.  11,  1710.  Refohed^  That  the  right  of 
eledHon  of  burgefles  to  (erve  in  parliament  for 
the  borough  of  Lymington,  in  the  county  of 
Southampton,  is  not  in  the  mayor,  burgefles, 
and  inhabitants  of  the  faid  borou^  not  receiv- 
ing alms. 

Rt/ohid, 


Refolved,  That  the  right  of  deOionof  buigefles 
to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  borough  of  Ly- 
mingtoh^  in  the  county  of  Southamptont  is  in 
the  mayor  and  burgefles  of  the  faid  borough 

only. 

Number  of  voters— 8o. 
Returning  oFriciR — The  mayor. 


YARMOUTH,  ISLE  OF  WIGHT. 

Political  Character.  Contains  about  50 
houfes,  cottages  included.  The  right  of  elec- 
tion is  in  the  capital  and  free  burgeflbs.  The 
free  burgefles  are  chofen  from  the  capital  bur* 
gefles^  and  are  unlimited  by  the  conftitution  of 
the  borough;  but  at  prefent  there  are  only 
nine. 

Mr.  Holmes  and  Mr.  Jervois  Clarke  Jer- 
vois»  have  each  their  friends  and  dependants  as 
burgefles ;  and  by  mutual  compad  have  agreed 
that  each  (hall  nominate  one  pf  the  two  mem« 
bers.  The  capital  burgefles  are  equally  divided 
i^ctween  the  two  parties,  as  followi ; 

*  G  2  No*  ^ 
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No,  I,  Mr.  Holmes. 

2.  ■  His  brother  in  law. 

g.  '      —  His  own  brother. 

^.  ____ —  His  brother  in  law. 

5.  — — i —  His  fon  in  law. 

6.  — — — —  The  recorder  of  Newport. 

7.  Mr.  Jervois. 

8.  '  A  clergyman  who  has  good 

preferment  by  means  of 

Mr.  Jervois*  intereft. 
9, 10.  i— —  Mr.  Jervois*  friends  live 

in  London. 
11,  12.  ■  Do  live  in  or  near  Ha- 

vant. 

FREE    BURGESSES. 

No,  I .  A  near  relation  of  Mr.  Holmes. 
2.  A  gentleman  of  Wiltftiire. 
3,4.  Doubtful  if  living  —  connefted  with 
No.  s. 

5.  Formerly  a  tenant  to  lord  Holmes. 

6.  Ditto,  and  now  to  Mr.  Holmes. 

7.  Do. 

8.  A  barber  and  flopfeller,  the  only  refident. 
g.  Colleftor  of  the  fait  duties  in  Chcfliire, 

formerly  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight. 

These 
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These  free  burgefles  are  of  old  (landings  and, 
will  ttot  be  made  capital. — Formerly  they  were, 
many  (the  number  being  unlimited),  but  in  the^ 
year  1756,  after  a  difpute  between  Mr.  Holmes 
and  Mr.  Jervois,  and  the  Leigh  family  of  North 
Court  in  the  ifland  (of  which  Mr.  Jervois's 
lady  was  a  part),  a  compromife  took  placq,  by 
which  it  was  ftipulated  that  a.  great  number  of 
free  burgefles,  then  newly  made,  (bould  be  dis- 
franchifed,  which  was  accordingly  done;  that 
each  party  Ihould  thenceforth  name  one  mem- 
ber ;  and,  to  keep  the  interefts  even,  whenever 
a  capital  burgefs  fliould  die,  the  fide  to'  which 
he  belonged  ihould  immediately  nominate 
another  perfon  to  be  a  free  burgefs,  and 
then  make  him  capital^  as  the  charter  pre- 
fcribcs. 

From  this  (late  of  fa6ls  it  is  plain,  that  the 
four  members  of  Newport  and  Yarmouth  are 
returned  by. only  two  perfons;  three  by  Mr. 
Holmes,  with  the  minifter's  afliftance,  and  one 
by  Mr.  Jervois.  The  members  for  Newtown 
are  chofen  at  prefent  by  four  perfons ;  in  all 
fix  members  by  fix  eleftors  only ;  and  this  fmall 
body. may  be  further  diminifhed  by  an  union 

of 
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tff  interefts  im  the  borough  of  Newtown^  between 
the  Worllcy  family  and  Mr.  Holmes  i  in  which 
cafe  four  men  would  return  fix  perfons  to  repre-» 
fent  them  in  parliament.  If  this  unadorned  re^ 
eital  does  not  itnprefs  on  the  mind  the  fulleft 
convi£iion  of  the  abfolute  neceiSty  of  fome  re- 
form in  the  reprefentation^  it  is  furely  fair  to 
conclude,  that  the  utmoft  power  of  reafon  and 
eloquence  would  be  exerted  in  vain. 

Ancibkt  RBF&ttBNTATioK.  Thls  borough^ 
in  conjun<5lion  with  Newport^  both  of  which  are 
in  the  Ifle  of  Wight^  fent  firft  to  parliament  23 
Edward  I.  and  although  it  W4s  again  fummoned^ 
in  this  reign  no  return  was  made  for  it,  or  any 
place  in  this  ifland^  uqtil  27  Elizabeth, 

Corporation  confifts  of  a  mayor  and  twelve 
buigeiles,  according  to  ^  charter  graiiced  in  (hQ 
7th  of  James  I. 

Right  of  ELSc'rioMr,  jfprit  nth,  1717,    Xe-f 

Jblved,  Tha(  the  bye-law  made  the  21ft  of  Sept« 

1670,  by  the  mayor  and  five  chief  burgefles  of 

Yarmouth  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  being  the  major 

part  of  the   chi^f  burgelfes  then  exifting  for 

electing  free  buigelTes  by  the  mayor  and  fivQ 

chief  burgefles,  was  a  good  bye-Uw. 

19  Jan. 
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i^Jan.  1769,  Refolved^  That  Thomas  Grimei^ 
Efq.  being  eledted  a  chief  bui^efi  during  the 
pretended  mayoralty  of  John  Leigh,  Eiq. 
whom  the  houfe  refolved  was  not  legally  elcdted 
a  chief  burgels  of  the  faid  borough,  and  was 
therefore  incapable  of  being  eledted  mayor  of  lift 
faid  borough,  on  the  21ft  of  September  176^. 

Refolved,  That  the  ReVe  Dr.  Walker,  and  the 
Rev.  Mr.  John  Oglandcf,  being  ele(fted  chief  bur- 
gefies  during  the  pretended  mayoralty  of  the 
faid  Thomas  Grimes,  were  not  legal  chief  bur^ 
gefles  of  the  faid  borough. 

Re/ohed,  That  the  eledlion  of  the  twenty^fivte 
free  burgeifes,  objeded  to  by  the  counfcl  for  the 
petitioners,  eleded  during  the  prefent  mayoralty 
of  the  faid  Thomas  Grimes,  Efq.  at  an  aflembly^ 
in  which  the  faid  Dr.  Walker  and  Mr.  Oglander 
attended,  and  voted  as  two  of  the  five  chief 
burgelTes  in  the  ele&ion  of  the  faid  twenty  bur^ 
gefles,  was  illegal  and  void. 

Number  of  voters — 50, 
Rbtvrninq  officer— The  Mayor. 

NEWTON, 
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NEWTON,  OR  NEWTOWN. 

.  Political  Character. — Is  a  decayed place^ 
containing  only  about  ten  cottages,  and  of 
*  courfe  very  few  inhabitants.  The  right  of  eleSioq 
is  attached  to  39  borough  lands,  or  burgage 
(enures.  One  ele£lor  only  refides  in  the  place ; 
the^  burgage  tepures  are  in  the  following  hands, 
th^  real  owners  convey  them  to  their  relations, 
friends,  or  dependants  for  life;  but  in  confi- 
dence to  vote  as  dire£^ed  by  them.  The  numT 
ber  has  been  increafed  to  39  by  fpliting  3; 
whi&h  arc :  thcr^fpfp  conceived  nof  to  be  good 
yotes. 

Sir  Riohard  Worfley  (of  thefe  2  are  fplit)       *iS5 
Sir  Fitz-WilU^m  Barringtpn  S 

Mr.  Holmes  (qf  thefe  i  are  fplit)  7 

Sir  William  Oglander,  as  truftee.  fqr  William 

the  fon.  pf  Edwajrd  lyleyx  Worfley,  Efq. 

(3  fplit)  3 

Sir  William  Oglander  % 

^  Two  of  thefe  were  fold  by  lord  Edgecuqibe  to  Sir 
)l.]chard  Worfley  in  1782  for  ipoo  guineas,  though  only  twQ 
^cayed  cottages* 

John 
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jfohn  Urry,  Efq.  2 

The  Coheirs  of  John  Leigh^  Efq. 

Maurice  Biflett^  Efq. 

The  heir  of  Robert  Pope  Blachford,  Elq, 

William  Hill,  Efq. 

William  Harve]^,  a  hulbandman 

39 


From  whence  we  may  fee  that  the  number  of 
a&ual  voters  is  about  23*  The  revenue  of- 
ficers bill  has  taken  off  one  vote  only, 

* 

Sir  Richard  Worfley  and  Sir  Fitz  Williani 
Barrington  are  at  prefent  united ;  and  it  is 
evident,  that  with  the  afliftance  of  Mr.  Blach-^ 
ford,  who  is  fon  in  law  to  the  latter,  and  any 
one  other  perfoDf  they  have  a  decifive  n>a- 
jority. 

Ancient  Rspresentatiojt.  This  fmall  bo-, 
rough  never  fent  to  parliament  until  the  !?7th  of 
Elizabeth. 

Corporation.      None.    It    has    however   9 

pitulv  mayor,  and  1 2  burgefles,  chofcn  by  the 

}ord  pf  the  manor. 

Right 


96  NEWTOWN. 

Right  of  election,  April  22,  1729,  R&^ 
fohedj  That  the  right  of  clcdion  of  burgefles  to 
fervc  in  parliament  for  the  borough  of  New- 
town in  the  Ifle  of  Wight^  in  the  county  of 
Southaippton,  is  in  the  mayor  and  burgefles  of 
the  faid  borough,  having  borough  lands  within 
the  faid  borough. 

Number  op  voters— 93. 
Keturning  officer — The  Mayor, 

political  anecdote, 

In  the  penfion  lift  of  Charles  IL  this  para^ 
graph  appeared*— Sir  John  Holmes,  Sir  Ro- 
bert's brother,  artd  member  for  Newtown,  a 
cowardly,  baffled  fea-captain,  twice  boxed,  and 
once  whipped  with  a  dog^whip  y  was  chofen  in 
the  night  without  the  head  officer  of  the  town ; 
and  but  one  burgefs  prefent ;  yet  voted  this  laft 
feflion,  and  will  be  re-eledled. 


NEWPORT. 

Political  Character.     This  borough  was 

formerly  under  the  influence  of  the  father  of  the 

prefent  duke  of  Bolton,  at  whofe  deceafe  the  late 

3  lord 
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lord  Holmes,  of  the  kiilgdoin  of  Ireland^  took  the 
lead  of  the  corporation,  and  held  it  during  his 
life.    Upon  the  demife  of  that  nobleman^  the  in- 
tereftdefcended  with  his  eftate  to  his  nephew,  the 
Rev.  Leonard  Troughear,  who  has  (ince  taken 
ihe  furname  of  Holmes,  and  is  the  prefent  patron 
of  the  borough.     This  borough  contains  about 
500  houfesy  and  between  2  and  3000  inhabit 
tants ;  out  of  the  moft  difcreet  and  fubftantial 
of  whom  the  charter  direQs,  that  the  corpora- 
tion,  confifting  of  12  aldermen  and  12  burgeOes, 
(hall  be  chofen,  in  the  following  mannerj  viz. 
That  when  a  vacancy  happens  in  the  court  of  aU 
dermen,  one  of  the  1 2  burgefles  be  eleQed  to 
fucceed  him ;  and  that  his  place  be  filled  by  tak- 
ing a  new  burgefs  from  among  the  inhabitants. 
In  this  corporation,  confilting  of  24  members,  the 
right  of  eleding  the  members  of  parliament  for 
the  town  is  veiled.     One  who  was  an  officer  in 
the  cuftoms  was  disfranchifed  by  a  late  a£l,  and 
1 7  only,  at  moft,  of  the  eleftors  are  refidenc» 

The  following  is  a  lift  of  the  members  of  the 
corporation. 

Aldermek,  12. 
I.- The  Mayor. 

f.  The  Recorder.     A  roafter  in  chancery,  and 

com. 


gM  Newport; 

commifBoner  of  taxes ;  a  place  worth  500I.  per 
cttnufn* 

3.  An  Apothecary  in  the  town ;  not  on  the  beft 
terms  with  the  mayor. 

4.  An  Attorney  ;    brother-in-law  to  the  may- 
or, but  not  at  prefent  on  his  fide. 

5.  Brother  to  the  mayor ;  a  commiflioner  of 
the  lottery. 

6.  Has  a  Gunner*s  pay  in  one  of  the  caftles 
on  the  ifland. 

7.  A  Clergyman  ;  chaplain  to  the  governor  j 
a  finecure. 

8.  A  Mercer  in  Newport! 

9.  Ha$  a  Gunner's  pay « 

10.  The  fame. 

IX.  Nephew  to  the  mayor. 
J 2.  A  Brewer  in  the  town. 

Burgesses^  12. 

1.  A  Land-furveyor  in  the  Cuftoms  at  Cowes. 

2.  A  Captain  in  the  Navy  ;  married  a  niece  of 
the  recorder's. 

3.  A  relation  of  the. mayor's;  captain  in  the 
South  Hants  militia. 

4*.  A  Carpenter. 

6-  M 
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5.  An  Innkeeper  in  the  town. 

6.  A  Taylor  in  ditto ;  deputy-keeper  under 
the  mayor  of  the  foreft  of  Parkhurft^  in  the  ifland« 

7.  Late  a  Schoolmafter  in  the  town. 

8.  Has  a  Gunner's  pay. 

9.  Captain  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight  miHtia. 

10.  An  Apothecary. 

11.  Son  to  the  Alderman^  No.  8. 

12.  Son-in-law  to  the  Mayor^  and  Steward  to 
the  Governor  of  the  Ifle. 

The  Aldermen^  No.  i,  2,  5,  &  11,  and  [the 
burgefles^  No.  i,  2,  3,  4*  &  12,  do  not  at  prefent 
live  in  Newport,  nor  did  they,  but  for  a  few 
months  previous  to  their  feveral  ele£iions ;  wheo 
by  taking  houfes,  and  paying  to  the  rates,  they 
made  themfelves  inhabitants,  fuch  as  the  charter 
defcribes,  viz.  the  mofk  difcreet  and  fubftantiaU 

AK     ANECDOTE 

Occurs  in  the  hiftory  of  this  borough,  which 
•deferves  to  be  recorded  in  chara6lers  of  gold.— , 
On  the  death  of  the  late  lord  Holmes;:  a  very 
powerful  attempt  was  made  by  Sir  Wm.  Oglan- 
der,  and  fome  other  neighbouring  gentlemen^  to 
deprive  his  lordfliip's  nephew  and  fucceflbr,  the 

prefent 


prefent  Rev.  Mn  Troughear  Holmes^  of  hiiil^ 
fiuence  over  this  corporation.  The  number  <^ 
that  body  va6  at  that  time  twenty^ihne,  there  bet- 
ing one  vacancy  atnongft  the  aldermen^  occafion^ 
ed  by  th^  recent  death  of  lord  Holmes.  Eleven 
of  them  continued  firm  to  the  fRtereft  of  the  ne«* 
phew>  and  the  fame  number  was  equally  eager 
to  transfer  that  intereft  to  Sir  Wm.  Oglander  and 
the  Worfley  family.  A  Mr.  Taylor  of  this 
town»  one  of  the  burgeffes^  withheld  his  declare* 
tion,  and  as  his  vote  would  decide  the  balance  of 
future  influence,  it  was  imagined  that  he  only  fuf-* 
pended  it  for  the  purpofe  of  private  advantage* 
Agreeable  to  that  idea>  he  was  eslgerly  fought  by 
the  agents  of  each  party.  The  firft  who  applied 
is  faid  to  have  made  him  an  offer  of  soooU  Mr. 
Taylor  had  aftually  made  up  his  mind  to  have 
voted  with  this  party ;  but  the  moment  his  inte- 
grity and  independence  were  attacked^  he  re^ 
verfed  his  determination,  and  refolved  to  give 
Jiis  fuffiragc  on  the  oppofxte  fide.  That  party^ 
however,  like  their  opponents,  being  ignorant 
of  the  favour  defigned  them,  and  of  the  accident 
to  which  they  owed  it^  aflailed  him  with  a  more 
advantageous  oficr.  He  informed  them  that  he 
bad  but  juft  formed  the  refolution^  in  conic* 

quence 


quence  of  a  fimilar  infult  from  their  adverfariesy 
of  giving  them  hU  fupport ;  but  fince  he  had  dif- 
covercd  that  they  were  both  aiming  at  power 
hy  the  fame  means^  he  was  determined  to  vote 
for  neither  of  them :  and  to  put  himfelf  out  of 
the  power  of  further  temptation^  he  refolved  to 
refign  his  gown  as  a  burgefs  pf  the  corporation ; 
which  he  accordingly  did  the  next  day. 

Ancient  State  and  Representation.  It 
is  an  ancient  borough  by  prefcription^  and,  ais 
before  ipoken  of  in  Yarmouth,  fent  23d  of 
Edward  L  and  did  ceafe  fending  until  27  Eliz. 

Corporation.  Bye-charter  of  the  13th  of 
Charles  II.  Newport  is  governed  by  a  mayor, 
eleven  aldermen,  and  twelve  burgefles* 

Right  of  election— Is  in  the  mayor,  eleven 
aldermen,  and  twelve  burgefles. 

NuMBER^F  voters— 24. 

Returning  officer— The  Mayor. 
Patron— Rev.  Leonard  Troughear  Holme«- 

WIN- 
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WINCHESTER. 

I^oLiTiCAL  Character.  Although  this  city 
has  above  a  thoufand  houfes,  its  reprefentation 
does  not  extend  beyond  the  corporatioh,  whofc 
nutnber  is  indefinite;  but  they  feldom  exceed 
iburfcore,  the  majority  of  whom  arc  hon-refident. 
This  ancient  and  opulent  city  may  therefore  be 
faid  to  be  reprefented  by  two  members,  chofen 
by  fifty  individuals  collefted  from  various  parts 
of  the  country,  whofe  only  connexion  with  the 
place  is  that  of  having  obtained  the  name  of 
freemen^  from  the  fiat  of  the  mayor  and  alder- 
men. 

« 

The  influence  was  formerly  with  the  duke  of 
Bolton ;  but  for  the  laft  twenty  years  it  has  been 
aflumed  by  the  late  duke  of  Chandos,  and  Henry 
Penton,  Efq.  letter-carrier  to  his  majefty.  Since 
the  death  of  the  duke  of  Chandos,  his  (hare  of 
the  influence  has  been  diredled  by  Mr.  Leigh,  of 
Stoneleigh,  in  Oxfordlhire,  who  is  the  prefent 
high  fteward,  arid  Mr.  Penton  the  prefent  "re- 
corder. 

Ak- 
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Ancient  State  and  Representation.  This 
tity  is  faid  to  have  been  the  metropolis  of  the 
Britilh  Belg£,  and  is  generally  allowed  to  be  the 
Vente  Belgarum  )of  the  Romans ;  it  was  called  by 
the  Saxons  Wintoncafler,  from  the  Britifli  name 
Gwent-caer,  compounded  of  Gwen  or  Gwin» 
white«  and  Gaer  a  city  {  a  name  it  probably  ac- 
quired from  its  lituation  among  hills  of  chalk 
t>r  whitifli  clay.  This  city  had  formerly  thirty- 
two  parifli  churches^  of  which  only  fix  are  now 
remaining.  It  is  fuppofed  by  fome  to  have 
been  built  96b  years  before  the  Chfiftian  £ra« 
and  the  place  where  the  Romans  had  afterwards 
looms  to  weave  cloth  for  the  emperors  and  their 
army ;  and  king  Athelftone  granted  it  the  pri- 
vileges  of  fix  mints  for  the  coinage  of  money. 
This  city  fcnt  to  parliament  ah  origine^ 

* 

Corporation.    Here  are,  by  queen  Elizabeth's 
charter,  a  mayor,  recorder,  fix  aldermen,  two  bai- 
'    lifFs,  and  twenty-four  commbn  counctlmen. 

RiGHt  OF  EtEcTiON.  The  members  are 
eledled  by  the  corporation. 

Number  or  voters— 60. 
Retorning  officers — The  Bailiffs. 
Patrons— Duchefs  of  Chandos  and  Henry 

Penton,  Efq. 
Vol.  II.  H  poll 
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POLITICAL   ANECDOTE. 

In  a  peniion  lift  of  Charles  IL  the  following 
anecdote  appears :  Sir  Robert  Holmes,  member 
for  Winchefter,  firft  an  Irilh  livery  boy,  then  a 
highwayman,  now  baftiaw  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight, 
got  in  boons,  and  by  rapine,  1 00,000/.— Thfc 
curfed  beginner  of  the  two  Dutch  wars. 


ANDOVER. 

Political  Character.  The  corporation 
of  this  town,  like  that  of  Chriftchurch,  have  af- 
fumed  the  exclufive  privilege  of  eleflion,  but 
with  much  better  pretenfions  than  the  latter,  a# 
ihey  have  the  fanftion  of  a  rcfolution  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  of  the  ift  of  April,  1689^ 
and  again  confirmed  the  tSth  of  January,  1702. 
The  corporation  canlifts  of  twelve  capital  bur- 
gcflfesy  from  amongft  whom,  a  bailiff  and  two 
other  magillrates  are  annually  chofen,  aind 
twelve  affiftant  burgefles.  They  have  alfo  a  high 
fieward,  recorder,  and  town  cleric. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  town,  who  are  nuw 
mtrous,  there  being  upwards  of  fix  hundred 

iKHifes^ 


hoiifesy  fcave  never  fubmitted  but  vith  regret, 
and  the  ftrongeft  oppofition^  to  the  deprivation 
of  their  rights,  which  they  had  exercifed  till 
i68g,  and  were  than  disfranchifed  by  one  of 
thofe  arbitrary  refolutions  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons^ which  brought  their  decifions  into  fuch 
general  difrepute,  as  to  give  life  to  the  Gren- 
ville  aft,  which  is  a  fecurity   to  the  country 
againft  future   encroachments  of  the  people's 
rights;  but,  alas  I  it  does  not  remove  from  the 
journals  thofe  numerous  refolutions  of  disfran- 
chifement,  which  affeft  not  only  this  town,  but 
the  towns   of  Banbury,    Beauman\«,   Bewdley, 
arid  above  a  hundred  more,  together  with  the 
popular  cities  of  Bath,   Salifbury,  Wincheftcr, 
&c.   &c.    &c.     Had    the   ?ifts    of  the   tenth, 
eleventh,   and   twenty-eighth   of  George   III. 
better  known  by  the  name  of  the  Grenville  afts, 
repealed,  or  caufed  to  be  expunged,  all  the  re- 
folutions of  the  houfe  of  commons,  refpefting 
the  right  of  eleflion  in  cities,  towns  corporate, 
boroughs,  cinque-ports,  &c.  and  then  left  the 
qucftion  of  right  open  to  a  committee  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  conftituted  as  that  a£l   di-^ 
refts,  and  fubjeft  to  an  appeal,  as  is  enafted  in 
the  laft  mentioned  ftatute,  this  intolerable  griev- 
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ance  might  in  time  have  been  correfled,  and  (he 

■ 

large  and  popular  towns  and  cities,  at  leaft,  have 
been  reftored  to  their  natural  and  conftitutional 
privileges. 

The  political  annihilation  oF  cities  and  towns, 
fuch  as  Ely,  Manchefter,  Leeds,  &c.  which  for- 
merly fent  members  to  parliament^  and  the  li- 
mitation of  the  right  of  franchife  to  the  corpo* 
rations  of  others,  has  reduced  the  conftitution 
to  a  wreck,  the  reprefentation  to  a  form,  the 
fubftance  to  a  fhadow;  and  it  is  now  impoffible 
to  reftorc  it  to  its  eflencc,  vigour,  and  purity, 
but  by  a  radical,  effectual  and  univerfal  re- 
form. 

The  patrons  of  this  corporation,  who  have 
the  nomination  of  their  members,  are  the  carl 
of  Portfmouth,  their  high  fteward,  and  Jofhua 
Iremonger,  of  Wharewel,  Efq. 

Ancient  State  and  Representation.  This 
borough  derives  its  name  from  being  fituated  on 
a  fmall  river  called  the  Ande;  it  having  fent 
burgefles  to  all  the  parliaments  of  Edward  I.  and 
and  alfo  i  Edward  II.  and  ceafed  fending  until 
27  Elizabeth. 

CoR. 
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Corporation.  This  towQ,  it  is  faid^  had  its 
firft  charter  from  king  John,  but  was  laft  incor^ 
porated  by  queen  Elizabeth,  and  is  governed  by 
a  bailiff,  a  ftcward,  a  recorder,  two  juftices,  nine 
capital  burgeffes,  and  twelve  ailiftants,  who  an- 
nually choofe  the  bailiff,  and  the  bailiff  appoints 
two  ferjeants  at  mace  to  attend  him. 

Right  of  Election*  In  the  bailiff  and  fe* 
Ipft  number  of  burgeffes  only,  ill  April,  1689. 

Jan.  28,  1702,  Refolvedy  That  the  right  of 
eledlion  of  burgefles  to  ferve  in  parliament  for 
the  borough  of  Andover,  in  the  county  of 
Southampton,  is  in  the  baijiffi  ^d  feledt  num* 
ber  of  burgefles  only, 

March  7, 1 727,  Refolved^  That  the  approved 
inen  ^nd  burgeffes  of  the  borough  of  Andover 
(in  com.  Southampton),  who  have  petitioned 
this  houfe,  complaining  of  an  undue  eledrion  and 
return  for  the  faid  borough,  and  that  their  vo(cs 
were  refufcd  by  the  bailiff,  be  at  liberty  to 
withdraw  the  faid  petition. 

Number  op  voters — 2^, 
Returning  officer — ^The  Bailiff. 

Patrons— Earl  of  Portfmouth    and  Jolhua 

'.  ♦ 

^remonger,  Efq. 

Bribery. 
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. BRIBERY. 

March  1 7,  Re/olved,  That  the  eIe(5bor^  of  the 
borough  of  Andbver  (in  com.  Southampton}^ 
have  endeavoured  corruptly  to  fet  to  fale  the 
clc<5lion  of  a  burgefs  to  ferve  in  this  parliament 
for  the  faid  borough, 

Re/bhed,  That  the  lending  of  money,  upon  any 
Security,  to  a  corporation  which  fend  members 
to  parliament,  and  remitting  the  intereft  of  the 
fame  with  intent  to  influence  the  eledlion  of  fuch 
corporation,  is  an  unlawful  and  dangerous  prac-^ 
tice. 


WHITCHURCH. 

Political  Character.  This  borough  is  the 
joint  property  of  lord  vifcount  Sydney  and  lord 
vifcount  Middleton,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  j 
the  freeholds  which  give  the  right  of  voting, 
being  conveyed  by  thofe  noblemen  to  their  re- 
fpe£live  friends,  for  the  purpofe  of  performing 
the  ceremonies  of  an  eleftion.  TTie  number  of 
freeholds  are  about  feventy,  but  the  a6lual  num- 
ber of  electors  cannot  be  faid  to  be  more  thaa 

Ancient 
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Ancient  State  and  Representation.  This 
is  a  borough  by  prefcription^  and  firfl  fenc 
members  to  parliament  the  27th  of  Elizabeth. 

Corporation— None.  Here  is,  however,  a  ti- 
tular mayor,  annually  chofen  at  a  court-leet  of  the 
dean  and  chapter  of  Winchefter,  who  are  lord« 
^f  the  manor. 

Right  op  Election.  Dec.  21,  1708.  /?^- 
Jblvfd,  That  the  right  of  eleding  burgeffes  to 
ferve  in  parliament  for  the  borough  of  Whit- 
church, in  the  county  of  Southampton,  is  in  the 
freeholders  only  of  lands  and  tenements,  in  right 
of  themfelves  or  their  wives,  not  fplit  fince  the 
aft  of  the  fcvcnth  and  eighth  years  of  the  reign 
of  king  William. 

Number  of  Voters — 70. 
Returning  Officer— The  Mayor. 
Patrons— Lord  Sidney  and  Lord  Vifcount 
Middlfton; 

PETERSFIELD. 

Political  Character.  Thq  right  of  elec- 
tion in  this  borough  being  in  the  freeholders  of 
lands^  or  ancient  dwelling-houfes  or  fliambles, 

built 
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built  upon  ancient  foundations  within  the  fak) 
borough^  being  all  the  property  of  W.  Jolliff?^ 
£fq.  the  nomination  of  the  members  is  folely  in 
himfelf. — This  gentleman's  political  charafler  i^ 
too  well  known  to  need  any  animadveifion  frpm 
us. 

Ancient  Representation.  This  borough 
fifft  fent  members  to  parliament  35  of  Edw.  I. 
but  made  no  other  return  until  the  time  of 
Edward  V|. 

Corporation.    This  town  wsis  incorporated 
by  queen  Elizabeth,  and  governed  by  a  mayor 

and  commonalty.    Yet  it  has  given  up  all  it«f 

.  '      ...  ^ 

privileges  to  the  family  of  the  Hamborrows,  nqw 
defcendecj  tp  Mr.  JollifFe^  who  is  lord  of  the 
manof,  and  at  whofe  court  the  rp^yor  is  now 
annually  chofen. 

Right  of  Ejection.  May  9,  I7J7»  Mr. 
Gibbon  (according  to  order)  reported  from  the 
committee^ 

Re/olved,  That  it  is  the  opin}0i|  of  this  com^ 
mittce>  that  the  right  of  eledlion  of  burgeflcs 
to  fcrve  in  parliament  fojr  the  borough  of  Peters-^ 

fic|d^ 
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field,  in  the .  county  of  Southampton,  is  in  the 
freeholders  of  lands,  of  ancient  dwelling-houfes 
or  ihambles,  or  dwelling-houfes  or  ihambles, 
built  upon  ancient  foundations  within  i\iQ  f^d 
torough.-r-Agreed  to  by  the  hpufe. 

Number  of  voters — 154» 

Returning  officer — The  titular  Mayor. 

Patront— William  JoUiffc,  Efq. 

Case  of  Bribery. 

Qn  Thijrf^ay  the  i6th  of  November,  the 
([^pmmittee  being  met,  the  petition  of  Mr. 
liUttrel  was  read,  the  entry  of  which  in  the 
journals  is  verbatim,  as  follows : 

03.  31,  1775.  A  petition  of  the  Hon.  John 
Luttrel  was  read,  fetting  forth,  that  at  the  laft 
election  of  members  to  fcrve  in  parliament,  for 
the  borough  of  Petersfield,  Sir  Abraham  Hume, 
Baronet,  high  ftierifFfor  the  county  of  Hereford, 
William  JoUiffe,  Efq.  and  the  petitioner,  were 
candidates,  and  that  the  faid  Sir  Abraham  Hume 
and  William  JollifFe,  by  themfelves  and  their 
agents,  after  the  dilToIution  of  the  laft  parlia- 
ment, and  the  ifTuing  of  the  writ  for  the  eleftion, 
jind  previous  to  and  during  the  poll,  by  them- 
felves 
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fclvcs  and  their  agents,  and  by  other  ways  and 
means,  on  the  behalf,  and  at  the  charge  of  the 
faid  Sir  Abraham  Hume  and  William  JollifFe, 
did  give,  prefent,  and  allow  to  the  eledors  of 
the  faid  borough,  and  to  feveral  perfons  who 
had  or  claimed  a  right  to  vote  in  the  eIe£Uon 
for  the  faid  borough,  money,  meat,  drink,  re* 
ward,  entertainments,  and  provifion,  in  order 
to  procure  themfclvcs  to  be  eledled  for  the  faid 
borough,  in  open  defiance  of  the  law;  and  that 
the  faid  Sir  Abraham  Hume  and  William 
JollifFe,  previous  to,  and  during  the  poll,  were 
guilty  of  bribery  and  corruption,  and  attempt- 
ing to  bribe  and  corrupt  thofc  who  had  a  right 
to  vote  in  the  faid  cledion,  in  order  to  procure 
themfclvcs  to  be  returned  a£  perfons  duly  eleft- 
cd;  and  that  James  Showell,  pretending  to  be 
the  mayor  of  the  faid  borough,  aded  partially 
and  unfairly  in  the  execution  of  his  office,  as  a 
returning  officer,  during  the  faid  poll,  in  reje<5t* 
ing  good  votes  for  the  petitioner,  and  admitting 
bad  ones  for  the  faid  Sir  Abraham  Hume  and 
William  Jollifte,  and  in  many  other  refpedts; 
and  that,  by  the  faid  and  other  undue  means^  the 
faid  Sir  Abraham  Hume  and  William  JollifFe 
obtained  a  majority  of  votes  on  the  poll,  and 

were 
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vcre  returned  accordingly  to  ferve  in  parlia- 
ment for  the  faid  borough,  in  prejudice  of  the 
petitioner  (who  was  duly  eleQed,  and  ought  to 
have  been  returned),  and  the  legal  eledors  of 
the  faid  bprough,  and  in  open  defiance  of  the 
Jaw  and  freedom  of  eledlions ;  and  therefoi^ 
praying  the  houfe  to  take  the  premifes  into  con- 
iideration,  and  to  grant  him  fuch  relief  thcic«* 
in  as  (hall,  upon  examination,  appear  to  be 
Juft. 

The  counfel  for  the  petitioner  opened  the  caf<^ 
by  objeding  to  Sir  Abraham  Hume,  that  being 
high  iherifF  for  the  county  of  Hertford  at  the 
time  of  the  ele&ion,  he  was  ineligible ;  and  that 
notice  thereof  having  been  given  to  the  return^ 
ing  officer  and  to  the  eledors,  the  votes  given 
to  him  were,  thrown  away : 

To  both  the  fitting  members.  That  they  had 
been,  guilty  of  corrupting  the  voters  by  gift? 
and  promifes,  after  the  vacancy  and  illuing  out 
of  the  writ,  by  which  means  the  eledion  of  them 
was  void  by  virtue  of  the  ftatutc  of  king  Wil«» 

liam*. 

♦  7  William  III.  c  4» 

After 
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After  fomc  converfatipn,  between  the  coun« 
fel  of  both  parties  on  the  above  fuhjeft,  the 
committee 

Rtjolvtdy    That  the  counfel  be  not  permitted 
to  argue  the  point   of  the  ineligibility  of  Sir 
Abraham  Hume  as  high  Iheriff  of  the  county  of 
Hertford,  the  fame  ineligibility  not  being  an 
allegation  in  tb<?  petition. 

The  counfel  for  the  petitioner  then  calle<d 
three  or  four  witnelTes,  to  prove  that  gifts  and 
promifbs  had  been  made  by  Mr.  JoUiffe,  in  the 
prcfence,  and  v^'ith  the  concurrence  of  the  other 
fitting  member.  In  their  opening,  they  did  not 
allege  that  they  could  on  this  ground  bring  the 
majority  of  votes  againft  either  of  the  fitting 
members  to  be  in  favour  of  Mr.  Luttrel ;  the 
objedt,  therefore,  of  the  evidence,  was  to  make 
the  eledhon  void  as  to  one  or  both.  In  the 
icourfe  of  this  evidence  one  John  New^nan  waa^ 
called,  to  prove  a  declaration  made  to  him  by 
one  John  Blackftone,  a  voter,  about  having  the 
promife  of  a  houfe  from  Mr.  JoUifFe  for  his 
vote. 
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On  the  part  of  the  fitting  members  this  evi* 
xlence  was  obje(5ied  to. 

It  was  faid,  that  although  the  declaration  (not 
upon  oath)  of  a  perfon  who  cannot  be  obliged  to 
be  a  witnefs  on  the  fubjedt  himfelf,  is  admiilible 
in  evidence  to  affed  fuch  perfon,  yet  it  is  not 
admiilible  as  againft  a  third  party ;  and  that  as 
the  counfel  for  the  petitioner  had  not  faid  that 
they  meant  to  dilqualify  voters,  but  only  to  afFed 
the  fitting  members  perfonally  by  promifes,  gifts^ 
&c.  which  they  had  made,  the  evidence  would 
not  be  admitted  for  that  purpofe. 

It  was  anfwered  by  the  counfel  for  the  peti- 
tioner, that  they  were  not  obliged  to  anticipate 
the  intent  and  purpofe  of  the  evidence  they 
produced ;  that  what  they  now  offered,  was  cer- 
tainly competent  in  an  elecftion  caufe ;  and  that 
the  committee,  after  they  fliould  hear  it,  would 
judge  to  what  ufe  it  ought  to  be  applied. 

The  committee,  after  deliberation, 

Re/olved,  That  the  evidence  offered  could  not 
be  admitted  in  fupport  of  any  charge  againft  Sir 
Abraham  Hume  or  Mr.  Jolliffe. 

Ths 
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The  counii^I  for  the  petitioner  then  laid,  they 
would  afk  the  fame  queflipns  with  a  view  to  dii^ 
qualify  Brackdone; 

Which  they  were  allowed  to  do. 

On  Thurfday  the  i6th  of  November,  being 
the  fanie  day  on  which  the  caufe  was  heard,  the 
committee,  by  the  chairman,  informed  the  houfe 

that  they  had  determined, 

« 

That  the  two  fitting  members  were  duly 
ele&ed. 


HEREFORDSHIRE. 

Political  Character, 

jL  he  ariftocratic  influence  which  prevails  in 
this  county,  is  that  of  the  earl  of  Oxford,  who 
fends  one  of  the  members  to  parliament,  Jamea 
Walwyn,  Efq.  one  of  the  members  for  the  city 
of  Hereford,  in  conjunflion  with  Sir  George 
Gbrnwall,  Bart,  nobly  attempted,  in  the  yeai' 
i775>  ^o  get  the  better  of  that  intereft;  but  they 

were 
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were  fuccefsful  only  in  part :  Sir  George  Com- 
wall  was  eleQed  by  the  independent  intereft^ 
and  Mr.  Harley  by  the  influence  of  the  earl  of 
Oxford. 

Ancient  State.  This  county  received  its 
name  from  the  city  of  Hereford ;  in  the  time  of 
the  Romans,  this  county,  Radnorihire,  Breck- 
nockfhire,  Monnntouthfhire,  and  GlamorganlhiFe^ 
were  inhabited  by  the  Salures,  a  ftout,  bold,  and 
warlike  people,  who  long  oppofed  the  Roman 
power  under  Caraclacus  their  king,  being  made 
defperate  by  Claudius,  declaring  they  ihould  be 
totally  exterminated.  They  were,  however,  at 
length  defeated  by  Aulus  Plautius,  and  had  their 
king  Caradbicus  taken  and  fent  to  Rome^  where 
he  was  led  in  triumph.  But  they  were  not  cn^ 
tirely  fubdued  until  the  reign  of  Vefpafian,  when 
a  Roman  legion  being  placed  among  them  pre^ 
vented  a  revolt. 

This  county  continued  under  the  jurifdidHon 
of  -the  Britoas  for  feveral  centuries,  after  the 
Saxons  eilabliihcd  themselves  in  this  ifland ;  but 
at  iaft,  after  th^y  had  fettkd  their  feven  king- 
domSj  it  was  fubdued  by  a  king  of  Mercia,  who 

annexed 
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annexed  it  to  his  own  dominions.     It  was  aneni 
wards  harafled  by  the  Welfh^  on  whofe  countrjr 
it  borders;  on  which  account   Offa,    king  of^ 
Mercia^  thought  it  neceflary  to  make  a  broad 
ditch^   ICO  miles  longi  called  Ofia's  dyke,  ill 
order  to  divide  it  from  Wales ;  fonie  traces  of 
which  are  ftill  vifible.     The  county  was  alfo 
fortified  with  no  lefs  than  twenty-eight  caftles ; 
the  grcateft  part  of  which  are  now  entirely  de- 
molifhed.     However,  all  thefe  precautions  did 
not  hinder  the  Welfh  from  making  inroads,  par- 
ticularly in  1056,  ten  years  before  the  reign  of 
William  I.     Griffin,  king  of  South-Wales,  in- 
vaded this  county,  and  defeated  the  Englifh  two 
miles  from  Hereford.    The  Normans  howevef 
foon  conquered  it,  for  they  obtained  pofledioit 
of  it  almoft  immediately  after  the  conqueft. 

With  refpcft  to  the  divifion  of  Hereford-* 
Ihire,  it  contains  eleven  hundreds,  in  which  are 
one  city,  and  feven  market  towns,  viz,  the  city 
of  Hereford,  Bromyard^  Leominfter,  Ledbury^ 
Kington,  Pembridgc^  Wcobley,  and  Rofs.  It  is 
in  the  province  of  Canterbury  and  diocefe  of 
Hereford,   and  includes   176  pariilies^    15,000 

houfesy 
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h6ufes,  and  95,600  inhabitants.  It  fends  eight 
members  to  parliament,  two  for  the  county,  two 
for  the  city  of  Hereford,  two  for  the  borough  of 
Leominfter,  and  two  for  that  of  Weoblcy. 


HEREFORD. 

Political  Character.  This  city,  like  the 
county,  is  divided  between  ariftocracy  and  in- 
dependence* — The  duke  of  Norfolk's  intereil 
returns  one  member^  and  the  independent  part 
the  other.  The  influence  which  the  duke  has 
in  this  borough^  arifes  from  his  marriage  with 
the  heirefs  of  the  Scudamore  family,  (by  whom 
his  Grace  is  put  into  the  pofleffion  of  an  eftate 
of  ten  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  and  Holme 
Laccy,  the  ancient  family  feat  near  this  city) 
and  from  that  popularity  to  which  his  eminent 
talents  and  affable  manners  fo  juftly  entitle 
him. 

Ancient  State  and  Representation.  The 
name  of  this  city  is  purely  Saxon,  fignifying  the 
ford  of  an  army,  which  perfcftly  agrees  with  its 
lituation  ;  it  (landing  on  the  Wye,  which  falls 

Vol.  II.  1  into 
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into  the  Severn,  and  forms  part  of  the  barrier 
b^ween  £f^and  and  Wales.  As  the  two  na-< 
tions  were'alinofi  conftantly  at  war  with  each 
other,  this  town  was  generalljr  the  head^quarters 
of  fuch  Saxon  or  Englifh  forces  as  were  flationed 
in  the  country ;  and  here  both  armies  probably 
forded  the  river  when  they  paflcd  out  of  Eng- 
land into  Wales,  or  out  of  Wales  into  England. 
Some,  however,  have  fuppofed  the  name  of 
Hereford  to  have  been  derived  from  Ercinna, 
theahcieiit  Britifh  name  of  the  county,  and 
othejrs  have  imagined  that  both  the  Britifti  and 
Saxon  names  were  derived  from  Ariconium,  an 
ancient  town  near  this  place,  mentioned  by  An^ 
toninus,  which  is  faid  to  have  been  deftioyed  by 
an  earthquake,  and  Hereford  to  have  been  built 
in  its  room. 

It  is  likewife  thought  to  have  be^n  founded 
by  king  Edward  the  elder,  though  others  fuppofe 
that  it  arofe  about  the  time  when  the  Saxon 
heptarchy  was  at  its  height,  and  firft  became 
confiderable,  about  the  year  825,  on  account  of 
a  church  built  here  by  Milfred,  king  of  the 
Mercians,  to  the  memory  of  Ethelbert,  king  of 
the  Eaft  Angles,  who  was  murdered  by  the  queen 

of- 


of  king  Ofta,  while  courting  her  daughter.  This 
church  foon  after  became  a  cathedral^  and  Here- 
ford was  made  the  fee  of  a  bifhop;  but  in 
the  reigo  of  Edward  the  Confcflbr,  Griiin^ 
Prince  of  Wales,  facked  the  city,  deftroycd 
the  cathedral^  and  carried  the  biihop  away  pri** 
foner.  Hence  th|&  city  w^s^  at  the  Norman  in** 
yafion,  in  ruins>  and  f hqre  were  nqt  ^bpvie  onft 
hundred  ^nd  threie  fnen  within  the  city  ^n4 
fuburbs;  the  conqueror,  however,  rebuilt  both 
tliie  city  4nd  cathedral,  and  alfo  ereded  a  callle^ 
which,  though  now  in  ruins,  Leiand  hys,  was 
in  his  tipe  the  faireft,  brgeft,  and  ftroi^ft  in 
England.  This  city  has  fent  members  to  par- 
Uament^  at  ori^ine. 

Corporation.  Confifts  of  a  mayor  and 
twelve  aldermen,  a  high  ftcward,  a  deputy 
fteward,  a  recorder,  and  town  clerk,  with  31 
common  council  men,  among  whom  are  reckon- 
ed the  mayor  and  5  of  the  aldermen,  by  charter 
of  17  James  I. 

Right  of  election— In  the  Freemen* 
Number  of  voters— Above  1200. 
Returning  officer— The  Mayon 
Patron— Duke  of  Norfplk,  partially. 

I  2  LEQMIN. 
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PoliticalCharacter.  This  borough, dar- 
ing the  lifetime  of  Chafe  Price,  Efq.  of  convivial 
memory,  was  entirely  under  his  influence  and 
irtanag^nient.-»-He  always  contrived  to  get  him- 
felF,  and  a  colleague  in  the  intereft  of  govern- 
ment,  returned,  from  whom  he  procured  not 
only  a  largte  douceur  for  himfelf,  but  alfo  a 
few  trifling  gratuities  from  adminiftration,  for 
thofe  who  were  the  moft  zealous  in  his  caufe. 
After  his  deceafe,  Lordf  Bateman,  who  has  been 
the  adherent  of  every  adminiftration,  became  the 
patron  and  manager  of  this  borough,  in  which 
charafter  he  continued  until  the  eve  of  the  laft 
general  eleftion,  when  the  duke  of  .Norfolk 
firft  attempted  the  eftablifliment  of  an  intereft. 
Under  his  aufpices  Richard  Bcckford,  Efq.  was 
introduced. 

The  corporation  magiftrates  having  the  ap- 
pointment in  themfclves  of  the  overfeers,  took 
care  that  that  office  fhould  be  filled  with  their 
own  creatures,  and  thofe  men  thus  appointed, 
rcfufed,  as  in  the  borough  of  Scaford,  to  rate 
any 
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any  inhabitant  who  was  adverfe  to  their  own 
party.  The  perfons  who  had  been  thus  treated, 
appealed  to  that  tribunal  which  had  been  the 
primary  caufe  of  an  attempt  to  deprive  them  of 
of  their  votesp  and  they  of  courfe  could  meet 
with  no  redrefs.  They  however  derived,  from 
this  appeal,  the  privilege  of  proving  their  rate- 
ability  to  a  committee  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
who  have,  upon  the  petition  of  Mr.  Beckford, 
admitted  every  perfon,  fo  omitted  by  the  over- 
feers,  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  political 
franchife.  But  unlefs  there  be  a  law,  prohibit- 
ing the  magiftrates  and  overfeers  from  afting  in 
this  fcandalous  and  partial  manner,  or  com* 
mittees  of  the  houfe;. of  commons  will  inflid  ex- 
emplary  puniOiments,  the  evil  will  not  be  done 
away,  and  thofe  unfortunate  men,  whofe  interefts 
or  inclinations  may  induce  them  to  clafh  with  thofe 
of  the  magiftrates,  will  fiill  be  left  without  any 
mode  of  redrefs,  except  that  of  petitioning  the 
the  houfe  of  commons. 

The  numbers  upon  the  poll  at  the  laft  elec- 
tion were,  for 

John  Hunter,  Efq.  303 

John  Sawyer,  Efq.  247 

Richard  Beckford,  Efq.  235 

An- 
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Ancient  State  and  R£PREi»fiNTATi6N.  This 
tx>wn  is  iaid  to  have  been  originally  called  Mo*- 
naflerium  Leonius^  from  a  monaftery  built  by 
king  Mulvald,  after  he  had  fcen  a  lion  in  a  vi. 
lion ;  others,  however,  fuppofe  its  prefcnt  nanie  to 
be  a  corruption  of  Llan  Lieni,  which  they  Hiy  is 
received  from  the  ancient  Britons,  in  whofe  lan- 
guage it  iignifies  a  church  of  Nuns.  Others 
again  derive  Lemfter  from  Linum,  the  Latin 
name  of  flax,  the  country  about  it  producing  the 
beft  kind  of  that  valuable  plant.  This  borough 
fent  members  to  parliament  23  Edward  L 

Corporation.  This  town  was  incorporated 
by  queen  Mary,  and  is  governed  by  a  high 
ftcwlrd,  a  bailiff,  a  recorder,  and  twelve  capital 
burgefles,  whb  choofe  a  bailiff  and  a  town  clerk. 

RIGHT   OF   ELECTION. 

March  ^  1716.  A  petition  of  divers  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Leominfter,  in  the 
county  of  Hereford,  was  prefented  to  the  houfc 
and  read,  complaining  of  an  undue  eledlion  for 
the  laid  borough.  And  a  motion  being  made, 
and  the  queftion  being  put,  that  the  faid  petition 
be  referred  to  the  committee  of  privileges  and 
eledtions,  and  that  they  do  examine  the  ma^r 

thereof. 
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thereof,  and  report  the  fame  with  their  opinion 
thereupon  to  the  houfe. 

It  paflcd  in  the  negative. 

Refolvedy  That  the  faid  petition  be  rejpded, 

April  6,  17 1 7.  A  petition  of  the  inhabitants 
and  burgefles  of  the  borough  of  Leominftcr,  in 
the  county  of  Hereford,  who  have  a  right  of  vot- 
ing for  elefting  members  to  ferve  in  parliament 
Jbr  the  faid  borough,  was  prefented  to  the  houfe 
and  read,  complaining  of  an  undue  eledtion  and 
return  for  the  faid  borough. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  petition  be  referred  to 
the  confideratior^  of  the  committee  of  privileges 
and  eleflions,  and  that  they  do  examine  the  mat- 
ter thereof,  and  report  the  fame,  with  their  opi^ 
nion  thereupon,  to  the,  houfe. 

April  I G,  1725.  Re/ohed,  That  the  right  of 
de6Uon  is  in  the  bailiffs,  capital  bui^ffes,  and 
inhabitants,  paying  fcot  and  lot. 

Number  op  VoTifR&~.About  500. 

Returning  Officers — The  Bailiffs. 

Patron— Duke  of  Norfolk, 

WEO- 
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WEOBLEY. 

Political  character.  The  right  of  elec- 
tion in  this  borough  being  very  fingular  "  in 
the  inhabitants  of  the  ancient  vote-houfes  of 
20^.  per  annum  value  and  upwards,  redding 
in  the  faid  houfes  forty  days  before  the  days 
of  ele6iion,  and  paying  fcot  and  lot ;  and 
alfo  in  the  owners  of  fuch  ancient  vote-houfes, 
paying  fcot  and  lot,  who  fliall  be  refident 
in  fuch  houfes  at  the  time  of  eledion,"  hath 
given  rife  to  very  expenfive  contefts.  The 
marquis  of  Bath,  then  lord  Weymouth,  and 
the  parifh  officers  in  his  iritereft,  refufed 
to  rate  any  perfons  who  prefumed  to  op- 
pofe  his  lordihip's  nomination ;  upon  which  the 
aggrieved  perfons  applied  to  the  court  of  king's 
bench,  for  a  mandamus  to  oblige  the  parifh  of- 
ficers to  put  them  in  the  poor  rates;, when  the 
court  came  to  the  following  very  extraordina^iy 
dccifion,  19  George  IL  **  The  court  refufed  to 
grant  a  mandamus  dircQing  to  infert  particular 
perfons  in  the  poor  rate,  upon  affidavits  of  their 
fufficiency,  and  being  left  out,  to  prevent  their 
having  votes  for  parliamentary  men;   for  that 

the 
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the  remedy  was  by  appeal ;  and  this  court  never 
went  further,  than  to  oblige  the  making  the 
rate  without  meddling  with  the  queftion,  who 
h  to  be  put  in  or  left  out,  of  which  the  parilh 
officers  are  the  proper  judges,  fubjeft  to  an  ap- 
peal- The  above  nobleman  has,  however,  to 
avoid  all  future  expences  fince  that  time,  bought 
up  all  the  ancient  vote--houfes,  fo  that  this  bo- 
rough is  now  entirely  at  his  own  difpofaL 

Ancient  State  and  Representation.  This 
is  an  ancient  borough  by  prefcription ;  after  it 
had  returned  to  all  Edward  Vs.  feven  parliaments, 
ft  difcontinued  fending  until  it  was  reftored,  15 
Charles  L  1640,  by  the  order  from  the  houfe  of 
commons, 

RIGHT   OF   ELECTION. 

March  3,  1 736,  Refolved^  That  the  right  of 
cleftion  of  burgefles  for  the  borough  of  Weoblcy, 
in  the  county  of  Hereford,  is  in  the  inhabitants 
of  the  ancient  vote-houfes  of  twenty  (hillings  per 
annum  value,  and  upwards,  refiding  in  the  faid 
houfes  forty  days  before  the  day  of  eledtion,  and 
paying  fcot  and  lot ;  and  alio  in  the  owners  of 
fuch  ancient  vote-houfes  paying  fcot  and  lot, 

who 
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who  ihall  be  reiidcnt  in  fuch  houfes  at  the  time 
of  the  eledion. 

.  June  1 8,  1 7 1 5.  The  queftion  being  put,  that 
Simon  Gough  and  John  Moor,  having  figned  the 
indenture  of  return,  by  which  Charles  Cornwall, 
Efq.  is  returned  a  burgefs  to  ferveMn  this  prefent 
parliament  for  the  borough  of  Weobley,  in  the 
county  of  Hereford,  the  houfe  will  proceed  on 
the  petition  of  the  faid  Simon  Gough  and  John 
Moor,  complaining  of  an  undue  eledion  of  the 
laid  Charles  Cornwall,  Efq. 

It  pallfcd  in  the  negative. 

Number  of  VotERS—About  45. 
Returning  Officers— The  Conftables. 
Patron— Marquis  of  Bath. 

Ik  a  peniion  lift  publifhed  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  the  Second,  there  appears  the  following 
inftance  of  court  corruption ; 

Sir  Thomas  Williams,  king's  chemift  (and 
member  for  Weobley),  has  got  40,ocx)L  by 
making  provocatives,  &c.  &c. ! ! ! 

HERT. 
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HERTl^ORDSHlRE. 

Political    Character. 

1  HIS  county  has  the  fingular  advantage  of 
maintaining  its  independence,  which  it  has  ne- 
gle£led  no  opportunity  of  exerting,  ivhen  its  own 
dignity^or  thcinterefts  of  the  country  demanded 
a  diiplay  of  it.  A  noble  inftance  of  attachment 
to  the  caufe  of  liberty,  and  to  thofe  who  had  the 
zeal  and  integrity  to  fupport  it,  occurs  in  their 
condud  to  Mr.  Csefar.  This  gentleman  had  uni* 
formly  oppofed  the  defpotic  meafures  of  Sir  Ro- 
bert Walpole,  and  having  deranged  his  private 
fortune,  was  arrefted  and  imprifoned  for  debt  in 
the  King's  Bench,  immediately  upon  the  dilTolu- 
tion  of  parliament.  The  day  of  ele£lion,  howe- 
verj  no  fooner  arrived,  than  the  independent 
freeholders  repaired  to  Hertford  in  bodies,  and  at 
their  own  expence,  propofcd  Mr.  Caelar,  and 
eleded  him  by  a  great  majority.  An  exprefs 
was  inftantly  difpatched  to  releafe  him  from  his 
confinement ;  and  he  was  the  next  day  reftored  to 
his  liberty,  and  to  the  fervice  and  afFeQions  of 

bis 
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his  patriotic  conftituents.  An  attempt  was  made, 
at  the  laft  ele£liori,  to  introduce  Mr.  Hale  to 
the  reprefentation  of  the  county,  under  the  pa- 
tronage of  the  marquis  of  Salifbury  and  lord 
vifcount  Grimftone,  but  with  very  little  fuccefs. 
The  numbers  upon  the  poll  being,  for 

William  Plumer,  Efq.         1831 

William  Baker,  Efq.  1 302 

William  Hale,  Efq.  1031 

Ancient  state.  This  is  an  inland  county, 
extending  thirty-three  miles  in  length  from  eafl 
to  weft;  about  thirty  miles  in  breadth  from  north 
tofouth;  and  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles  in 
circumference. 

In  the  time  of  the  Romans,  this  county  was 
partly  inhabited  by  the  Trinobante^,  partly  by 
the  Cattieuchlani,  and  partly  by  the  Caffii,  a  peo- 
ple from  whom  the  diftriQ,  at  prefent  called 
Cailho  Hundred,  in  the  fouth-wett  divifion  of  the 
county,  derives  its  name,  and  through  it  pafled 
three  military  ways.  During  the  Saxon  heptar- 
chy,  the  Mercians,  Eaft  Saxons,  and  kings  of 
Kent,  divided  it  amongft  them,  and  did  all  \n 
their  power  to  deftroy  every  veftige  of  antiquity, 

that 
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that  future  ages  might  be  unable  to  difcover  that 
this  county  had  been  poflefled  by  any  other  na* 
tion;  yet,  no twith (landing  this^  there  are  ftiil 
here  feveral  remains  of  antiquity.  When  hep* 
tarchy  was  reduced  to  one  kingdom  by  king  £g~ 
bert,  who  was  the  firfi  Ehglifh  monarch,  he  divi* 
jded  the  whole  nation  into  thirty-live  counties, 
and  called  this  HertTordihire,  from  Hertfordi  its 
principal  town.  After  the  Danes  had  ravaged 
England,  king  Alfred  found  it  neceflary  to  di- 
vide the  counties  into  hundreds,  and  ordered  that 
they  fliould  keep  continual  watch  and  ward  to 
prevent  robberies ;  and  if  any  robbery  was  com- 

4 

mitted  by  day-light,  the.  hundred  was  appointed 
to  pay  it;  which  cuftom  is  continued  to  this  day. . 


HERTFORD  TOWN. 

Political  CHARACTER.  The  right  of  elec- 
tion in  this  borough  differing  with  all  others,  it 
being  in  the  inhabitants  houfeholders,  the  free- 
men refident,  and  in  the  freemen  non^rejidtnt^  but 
the  laft  defcription  muft  not  exceed  the  number 
three^  it  becomes  neceflary  to  remark  thefe  An- 
gularities, becaufe  they  point  out  an  incurable 
defeft  in  theprefent  fyftem  of  parliamentary  rc- 

prefcntation. 
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prefentatioa.  What  coisiUtute^  a  good  vote  in 
one  boroQgh)  ipakes  a  ba|i  one  in  another.  In 
one  place  the  freemen  inuft  be  refident,  in  ano« 
thor,  non<-refidencp  gives^  the  {ame  qualification. 
In  one  borough^  a  man  obtains  his  freedom  by 
marriage  ;  in  afecond,  by  birth ;  in  a  thirdi  by 
fervtitude ;  in  a  fourth^  by  purchafe  ;  in  a  fifths 
by  gift  of  the  mayor  or  aldermen.  Burgage- 
liolds  differ  a§  widely  in  the  nature  of  their  te- 
nure {  and  even  inhabitants  are  defined  as  vari- 
oufly.  tw  one  borough,  paying  fcot  and  lot, 
and  being  a  refident  houfekeeperj  is  an  itidifpen- 
-fable  qualification  ;  tn  another^  paying-  (cot  and 
lot  without  refidence,  or  being  a  houfekeeper, 
conftitutes  elegibility  for  voting ;  m  a  third,  re- 
fidence,  without  paying  fcot  and  lot,  or  keeping 
a  houfe.  In  Ihort,  the  whole  reprefentative  fyC- 
tern  is  fo  intricate,  inexplicable,  contradi£tory, 
and  ridiculous,  that  we  believe  it  would  puzzle 
the  whole  tribe  of  quibblers  in  Weftminfter-hall 
to  render  it  more  confufed  and  unintelligible. 

3aron  Dimfdale  poflefles  the  principal  inte^* 
nfi  m  this  borough,  and  can  fecure  the  eledion  of 
pne  Qii^mber ;  the  other  is  geAerally  contcftcfd 
between  Mr.  Baker^  the  pai^mber  for  the  county* 

6  and 
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and  Mr*  John  Culvert,  the  prefect  member  fojr, 
ihis  towii^  who  have  been  al^rnately  fucce&ful, 

An<:ient  State.  Hertford  was  called  by  the 
ancient  Priton*  Dwrocobrh^^  or  Red  Ford,  from  the 
Tuppofition,  that  the  gravel  at  the  ford  over  the 
Lea  wa^  red ;  whence  fome  have  thought  thepre- 
fent  name  derived  from  the  Saxon.  Hemdford,  or 
Hcrotford,  which  has  the  fame  figniiication ;  but 
pr,  Cibfon  derive$  llartford  frpm  a  hart,  this 
county  formerly  abounding  with  deer ;  and  the 
arm^  of  the  town  being  a  hart  couc^ant  in  the 
water,  feems  to  confirm  the  opinion ;  befides^  the 
(oil  in  this  part  of  the  county  is  not  red  i  for 
thef<$  reafons^  fome  choofe  to  write  the  name 
Hartford.  It  is  pleafantly  feated  in  a  fwe^t  air 
9nd  dry  vale,  twenty-three  miles  from  London^ 
and  was  of  fome  note  in  the  time  of  the  ancient 
Britons,  The  Saxon  kings  often  kept  their 
court  here ;  and  upon  the  firft  divifion  of  the, 
kingdom  into  counties,  it  was  made  the  county*-* 
town.  King  Alfred  built  a  caftle  to  def^d  the 
town  and  neighbourhood  againft  the  Danes,  who 
in  their  light  pinnaces  came  up  from  the  Thames, 
by  tlic  river  Lea,  as  far  as  Ware,  and  thereereded 
a  fort,  whence  they  made  frequent  fallics  to  pluQr 

der 
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der  and  deftroy  the  country.  The  manor  of 
Hertford  being'  vefted  in  king  Edward  the  £1- 
der^  he  built  a  borough^  and  fortified  it  with  a 
wall  of  turf,  for  the  defence  of  his  tenants.'  The 
manor  continued  vefted  in  the  king  but  the  bai- 
liff, under-bailiff,  and  other  officers,  were  annu- 
ally chofen  by  the  burgeffes  of  the  town  ;  the 
bailiff  was  allowed' by  the  king  twenty  (hillings 
a  year  for  a  livery  gown,  arid  the  porter  of  the 
caftle  was  nominated  by  the  king,  who  paid  him 
two-pence*  a  diy  :  the  burgeffes  chofe  a  fteward 
to  keep,  courts  for  the  borough,  where  rents  were 
p^idj  cohtrbverfies  determined,  wills  proved, 
bye-kws  made,  offdnders  punifhed,  and  fines  af- 
fefled ;  and  the'governors  of  the  caftle  were  ufu- 
ally  the  fheriffs  of  Hertfordfhire  *  and  Effex- 
TTiis  town  fent  members  to  parliament  in  the 
reign  of  king  Edw.  I.  but  kfter  the  7th  of  Hen. 
V.  the  bailiff  and  burgeffes,  defiring  to  be  excu- 
fed  on  account  of  their  poverty,  this  was  difcon- 
tinued  till  the  22d  of  James  L  In  the  reign  of 
Hen.  VII.  the  ftandard  of  weights  andmeafures 
was  fixed  here ;  and  queen  Mary  rendered  this  a 
corporation,  by  the  name  of  bailiffs  and  fixteen 
burgeffes.  In  the  35th  and  35th  years  of  queen 
Elizabeth,  when  the  plague  raged  in  London, 

.   Mi- 
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Michaelmas  term  was  kept  here,  and  a  new  char- 
ter was  granted  by  that  queen^by  theftyle  of  a> 
bailiff,  eleven  capital  burgefles^  and  (ixteen  af- 
fiftants.  King  James  I.  granted  the  town  another « 
charter^with  the  ftyle  of  the  mayor,  burgeffes,  and 
commonalty,  to  have  ten  capital  biirgefles,  and 
fixteen  alfiftants  ;  the  mayor  to  be  chofen  out  of 
the  burgeffes,  by.  both  the  burgeffes  and  affiC- 
tants ;  but  the  town  is  now  governed  by  a  mayor, 
a  high  fteward,  who  is  generally  a  nobleman,  a  re- 
corder, nine  aldermen,  a  town-clerk,  a  chamber- 
lain, ten  capital  burge (Tes,  fixteen  afliftants,  and 
two  ferjeants  at  mace« 

RIGHT    OF    ELECTION. 

1 701,  Jan.  27.  Is  notinfuch  perfons  only 
as  are  inhabitants  houfeholders,  not  receiving 
alms,  and  in  fuch  freemen  who,  at  the  time  of  their 
freedom  granted  to  them,  were  inhabitants  of  the 
faid  borough,  or  of  the  parifhes  thereof. 

Is  in  air  the  freemen,  and  alfo  in  all  the  inha*: 
bitantSy  being  houfeholders,  and  not  receiving 
alms. 

1705,  Drc.  5i'     Is  in  the  inhabitants  not  re- 
ceiving alms,  and  in  fuch  freenfien  only  as,  at  the 
Vo     I  .  K  time 
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time  of  their  being  made  free,  were  inhabitants 
of  the  faid  borough,  or  the  parities  thereof;  the 
number  of  freemen  living  out  of  the  borough  not- 
exceeding  three  perfons. 

I 

'  The  number  of  voters  may  be  afcertained 
from  the  laftpoll/  1790,  viz. 

John  Calvert,  Efq.  gig 

Baron  Dimfdale,  .  290 

William  Baker,  ilfq.  223 

Number  or  voters,  570. 
Returning  officer.     The  Mayor. 
Patron — Baron  Dimfdale. 

St.    A  L  B  A  N  S. 

Political  Character.  The  influence  in 
this  borough  is  divided  between  the  marquis  of 
Salifbury  and  earl  Spencer,  each  of  whom  returns 
one  member  to  parliament.  Thefe  two  noble- 
men have  long  contended  for  the  fuperiority,  but 
neither  of  them  has  as  yet  an  inter^ft  fufficient  to 
obtain  a  majority  over  the  other. 

Ancient  constitution.  This  town  re- 
ceived its  name  from  an  abbey  built  there  in 

tke 
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the  year  703^  to  the  memory  of  Albanus^  the 
firft  martyr  of  Britain^  who  fufFered  in  the  perfe- 
cution  under  the  emperor  Dioclefian,  and  was  ' 
canonized  as  a  faint.  It  is  generally  confi* 
dered  as  having  rifen  out  of  the  ruins  of  the  an« 
cient  Verulam^  which  was  feated  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  river  Ver.  When  Julius  Caefar  in- 
vaded this  ifland,  Verulam  was  a  large  and  po- 
pulous city ;  but  there  are  no  other  remains  of 
it  but  the  ruins  of  walls^  fome  teflelated  pave- 
ments, and  Roman  coins,  which,  from  time  to 
time,  have  been  difcovered  by  digging.  It  was 
feated  on  a  gentle  defcent  on  the  Weftern  fide 
of  the  hill,  fortified  with  a  mud  wall  and  ditch, 
and  encompafied  with  woods  and  marflies.  The 
inhabitants  enjoyed  the  fame  rights  and  privi- 
leges as  the  Roman  citizens,  and  this  fo  firmly 
united  them  to  the  Romans,  that  Boadicea,  con- 
fidering  them  as  enemies,  razed  the  city,  and 
made  a  moft  dreadful  flaughter  of  the  Romans 
and  their  allies  1  but  Suetonius  Paulinus,  lieute-- 
nam  of  Britain,  returning  from  the  conqueft  of 
the  Ifle  of  Man,  with  the  fourteen  legions  and 
10,000  auxiliaries,  immediately  attacked  the 
Britons,  gained  a  complete  viftory,  and  put 
So^ooo  to  the  fword.     After  this,  the  city  was 

K  2  rebuilt^ 
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rebuilt,    and   the    Britons    lived  very   quietly 

under  the  Roman  government  till  tjie  year  304^. 

when  Dioclefian  began  to  perfecute  the  Chrif-  ^j 

tians.     At  length,  when  the  Saxons  had  gamed  I 

a  footing  here,  they  conquered  this  Roman  city 

and  called  it  Werlaracafter,  and  Wadingaeefter, 

from  the  famous  Roman  highway  ^called  Wat- 

ling-ftreet,  on  which  it  (lands. 

:     .     '  ' 

One  part  of  the  ditch  at  Verulam  is  ftill  vifi- 
ble>  it  is  double,  but  irregularly  formed.     The 
ftreets  likewife  may  ftill  be  traced,  efpccially. 
when  the  corn  is  nearly  ripe.     The  comppC-.^ 
tion  of  the  Roman  wall  was  three  feet  of  layers 
of  flints,  and  one  foot  made  up  of  three  courfes 
of  Roman  brick ;   and  there  were  round  holes 
quite  through  the  wall»  about  eight  yards  diftant 
from  each  other.     That  part  of  the  wall  by  the 
Weft  gate,  called  Gorham  Block  is  twelve  feet 
thick.     It  would  be  endlefs  to  recount  all  the 
antiquities  that  have  been  dug  up  at  Verulam ; 
feveral  raofaic  pavements  have  been  fee n,  and  / 
one  in  particular  was  found  in  1 7 1 9. 

Though  this  town  is  far  from  being  remark-- 
able  for  the  beauty  and  elegance  of  its  buildings^ 

the 
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the  country  round  it,  being  extremely  pleafant, 
abounds  with  fine  feats.  The  town  is  both 
large  and  populous,  and  has  four  parifh 
churches,  St.  Alban's,  St.  Peter's,  St.  Stephen's, 
and  St.  Michael's,  befides  feveral  meeting- 
houfcs.  St.  Alban's  was  the  abbey  church 
founded  by  Offa,  king  of  the  Mercians,  in  the 
year  793,  on  the  fpot  where  St.  Alban  was  mar- 
tyred. King  Offa  afterwards  caufed  feveral 
houfes  to  be  built  near  this  abbey  for  the  re- 
ception of  ftrangers  and  travellers,  as  well  as 
for  the  ufe  of  the  fervants  and  officers  belonging 
to  it ;  fo  that,  in  the  procefs  of  time  it  increafed 
to  a  town.  "In  the  year  1154,  Nicholas,  bifliop 
of  Abba,  who  was  born  near  this  monaftery, 
being  chofen  pope,  alfumed  the  name  of 
Adrian  IV.  and  granted  many  privileges  to  this 
abbey,  caufing  the  abbot  to  be  the  firft  in  Eng- 
land, both  in  order  and  dignity.  At  the  time 
of  the  diffolution,  this  abbey  was  valued  ^t 
2102I.  a  year  by  Dugdale,  but  at  2510I.  by 
Speed.  The  inhabitants  then  purchafed  that 
part  of  it  which  is  ftill  ftanding,  and  converted 
it  into  a  parifh  church.  It  is  atprefent  a  large 
pile  of  building,  that  may  juflly  claim  a  particular 
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regard  both  for  its  antiquity  and  beauty.  In  thi» 

ancient  ediBce  is  a  funeral  monument  andeffigies 

of  king  Offa^  its  founder,  feated  on  his  throne.  ^' 

On  the  eaft  fide  flood  the  flirine  of  St.  Alban, 

and  in  the  fouth  aifle^  near  the  above  fhrine,  is 

the  monument  of  Humphrey,  brother  to  king 

Henry  V.  commonly  diftinguiihed  by  the  title 

of  the  Good  Duke  of  Glducefter.     It  is  adorned 

with  a  ducal  coronet  and  the  arms  of  France 

and  England  quartered.     In  niches  on  one  fide 

are  feventeen  kings,  but  in  the  niches  on  the 

other  there  are  no  ftatues  remaining. 

About  fifty  years  ago,  was  difcovcred,  in  dig- 
ging a  grave,  a  pair  of  flairs  that  led  down  into 
a  vault,  in  which  was  found  a  leaden  coffin, 
wherein  the  duke  of  Glouceftcr's  corpfe  was  pre- 
ferved  almofl  entire,  by  a  kind  of  pickle  in 
which  it  lay ;  only  the  flefh  was  wafted  from 
the  legs,  the  pickle  at  that  end  of  the  coffin  be- 
ing dried  up.  In  this  church  .was  a  very  noble 
font  of  folid  brafs,  given  by  Sir  Richard  Lea, 
mailer  of  the  pioneers,  who  took  it,  among  other 
plunder,  out  of  Scotland,  in  the  year  1543, 
where  it    ferved  as  a  font    for  baptizing  the 

children 
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children  of  the  royal  family,  but  was  placed 

here  as  a  common  bapiiftry.     It  was,  however, 

V  carried  away  in  the  civil  wars  in  the  reign  of 

king  Charles  I.  and  converted  into  money. 

St.  P£T£fi's  church  is  fituated  on  the  north 
fide  of  the  town,  and  St.  Michael's  on  the  north- 
weft  ;  and  both  of  them  are  handfome  ftrudhires. 
In  the  latter,  among  other  monuments,  is  one  in 
memory  of  the  famous  Francis  Bacon,  lord  Vc- 
rulam,  with  his  effigy  in  alabafter,  feated  in  an 
elbow  chair. 

In  the  middle  of  the  town  of  St.  Alban*s, 
king  Edward  I.  erefted  a  very  ftately  crofs  in 
memory  of  Queen  Eleanor,  who,  dying  in  Lin- 
colnlhire,  was  carried  through  this  town  to 
Weftminfter,  in  order  to  be  interred  there.  Here 
are  two  charity  fchools,  one  for  twenty-eight 
boys,  who  are  clothed,  the  other  for  twenty- 
one  girls,  of  whom  fourteen  only  are  clothed. 
This  town  gives  the  title  of  Duke  to  the  noble 
family  of  Bcauclerk.  The  great  duke  of  Marl- 
borough ereded  a  feat  here,  called  Holloway 
houfe';  and  feveral  alms-hbufes  were  built  herq  by 
him  and  his  duchefs  Dowager,  who  caufed  a  fine 

llatue 
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ftatue  of  the  late  queen  Anne^  carved  by  Mn 

Rylbrack,    to  be  eredled,   on    the   pcdeftal  of 

which  flie  .infcribed  a  charader  of  her  ma-  ^ 

jefty. 

Corporation This  town  fent  members,  to 

parliament  as  early  as  any  borough  in  the  king-, 
dom.     It  is  incorporated  by  charter,  and  go- 
verned by  a  mayor,    high    fteward,    recorder, 
twelve  aldermen,  a  town  clerk,  and  twenty-four 
ailiftants.     This  borough  has  a  diflridt^  called 
a  liberty,  which  has  a  jurifdiftion  both  in  civil 
and  ecclcfiaftical  matters  peculiar  to  itfelf,  in- 
cluding the  parilhes  of  Barnet,  Sandridge,  Red- 
burne,  Cudicot,  Shepchele,  Bulhy,  Elftree,  Lang- 
ley  Abbot,  Sarret,    Walden  Abbots,  Hoxton, 
Ridge,  Norton,  Rickmanfworth,  and  Watford. 
This  liberty  has  a  gaol,  and  a  gaol  delivery,  at 
St.  Alban's  four  times  a  year,  on  the  Thurfday 
after  the  quarter  feflion  at  Hertford.    St,  Albans 
is  divided  into  four  wards,  in  each  of  which  is  a 
conftable  and  two  churchwardens. 

f  Right  of  Election — 1700,  loth  Marcb^ 
Is  in  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  freemen,  and 
fuch  houfeholders  only  as  pay  fcot  and  lot. 

17OS1 
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1705,  24th,  Nov.  In  the  mayor,  aldermen, 
fuch  freemen  only  as  have  right,  by  birth  or  fcr- 
vice,  or  by  redemption,  to  trade  or  inhabit  in 
the  faid  borough,  and  houfeholders  paying  fcot 
and  lot. 

1714,  27th  April.  In  the  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  freemen,  and  fuch  houfeholders  only  as  pay 
fcot  and  lot. 

Number  of  voters  may  be  afcertained  from 
the  laft  poll,  1 790. 

For  the  Hon.  Richard  Bingham  263 

John  Calvert,  Jun.  Efq.      209 
Thomas  Clutterbuck,  Efq.  1 1 7 

Returning  officer— The  Mayor. 
Patrons  —  Marquis   of  Salifbury  and  earl 
Spenccn 
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Political  Charactkr. 

X  H I S  fmall  county  is  as  much  under  the  in- 
fluencc  of  two  individuals  as  any  borough  in  the 
kingdom ;  the  duke  of  Manchefter  and  the  earl 
of  Sandwich  united,  always  return  the  two  mem* 
bers»  and  (b  powerful  was  this  arillocratic  junc- 
tion, that  even  the  oppoiition  of  the  late  Sir 
Robert  Bernard,  who  was  the  particular  friend 
of  Mn  Wilkes,  in  his  days  of  well-earned  popu- 
larity and  the  caufe  of  liberty,  was  not  crowned 
with  that  fuccefs  which  it  fo  highly  merited. 

Ancient  State.  In  the  time  of  the  Romans, 
this  county  was  part  of  the  diftri<5t  inhabited  by 
the  Iceni,  who  alfo  extended  their  dominion  over 
the  counties  of  Suflex,  Norfolk,  and  Cambridge- 
Ihire.  However,  under  the  Saxons,  Hunting- 
donlhire  was  feparated  from  that  tracft  of  the 
country  formerly  poffeffed  by  the  Iceni,  and  be- 
came part  of  the  kingdom  of  Mercia.  Mr. 
Camden  informs  us,  that  he  found  in  an  ancient 
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•  furvey,  that  this  county  was  a  forcft  until  the 
rcign  of  Henry  11.  but  be  that  as  it  may,  it  is 
certain  that  it  was  greatly  ravaged  by  the  Danes, 
who  caufed  it  to  be  dcferted  by  many  of  its 
diftinguifhed  families.  '  It,  therefore,  became 
confiderably  diminifhed  in  its  inhabitants. 

It  is  renurkable,  that  this  county  and  Cam- 
bridgefhire  are  united  under  one  civil  admini. 
Ilration ;  there  being  but  one  high  Ihcriif  for 
both,  who  is  chofen  one  year  out  of  Cambridge-i. 
(hire,  in  general,  the  fecond  out  of  the  Ifle  of 
Ely,  and  the  third  out  of  this  county. 

Huntingdonshire  lies  in  the  province  of 
Canterbury,  and  diocefe  of  Lincoln.  It  is  di* 
vided  into  four  hundreds,  in  which  are  fix  mar* 
ket  towns,  but  no  city,  and  feventy-nine  pari(hes» 
in  which  are  faid  to  be  contained  only  about 
8200  houfes,  and  49,320  inhabiunts.  It  fends 
but  four  members  to  parliament ;  two  knights 
of  the  (hire  for  the  county,  and  two  for  the  town 
of  Huntingdon. 

QUALIFICATION, 

Jan.  14,  1739.  ^^  *  hearing  for  the  county 
of  Huntingdon,  the  counfel  for  the  petitioner, 

6  infilled 
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infifted  that  the  fitting  member  (Mr.  Clarke) 
was  not  qualified  to  be  elefted,  according  to  the 
z&  made  in  the  ninth  year  of  the  reign  of  queen 
Anne,  entitled,  An  a£l  for  Je curing  the  freedom  of 

m 

parliaments  by  the  further  qualifying  the  members  to 
fit  in  the  houfe  of  commons. 

» 

Then  the  counfel  for  the  petitioner,  in  fupport 
of  one  of  their  objeftions,  offered  to  prove  (which 
the  counfel  for  the  fitting  member  admitted), 
that  the  copyhold  lands  and  tenements  at  Ham-- 
merfmith,  in  the  parifh  of  Fulham,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Middlefcx,  which  the  fitting  member,  in 
the  rental,  or  particular,  by  him  delivered  in  to 
the  clerk  of  the  houfe  (purfuant  to  the  (landing 
order  of  this  houfe  made  for  that  purpofe),  claims 
in  fee,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  manor  of 
Fulham,  under  a  mortgage  furrender,  and  an 
admiffion  thereto,  and  a  releafe  of  the  equity  of 
redemption  from  this  mortgage,  wee  fubjeft  t  o 
a  fubfequent  mortgage  made  by  the  faid  mortga- 
ger, previous  to  the  debt  of  the  faid  releafe  of  the 
equity  of  redemption. 

Then  the  counfel  for  the  petitioner,  having  ob- 
jcfted  to  the  confidcration  given  for  the  cftate, 

which 
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which  the  fitting  member  in  the  faid  rental  or 
particular,  claims  for  his  natural  life  by  deed  of. 
feoffment,  and  livery  and  feizin  thereon,  given  by 
John  Clarke,  of  Huntingdon,  Gent,  they  offered 
\  to  prove  (which  the  counfel  for  the  fitting  mem- 
ber admitted),  that  the  faid  eftate  was  all  the 
real  eftate,  except  about  three  pounds  per  anhum^ 
which  the  faid  John  Clarke,  the  grantor,  was  fei- 
fcd  of  at  the  time  of  the  dale  of  the  faid  deed. 

Then  the  counfel  for  the  petitioner  having  ob- 
jeded  to  the  annuity  of  200L  which  the  fitting 
member  in  the  faid  rental  or  particular,  claims  for 
life,  by  grant  from  Charles  Bernard,  Efq.  they 
offered  to  prove  (which  the  counfel  for  the  fitting 
member  admitted),  that  the  eftate  charged  with 
the  faid  annuity,  does  dot  exceed  the  yearly  va- 
lue of  132L 

Then  the  counfel  for  the  petitioner  having ob- 
jcfted,  that  the  fitting  member,  in  the  oath  by 
him  taken  at  the  time  of  his  election,  purfuant  to 
the  direction  of  the  faid  aft  of  the  9th  of  Anne, 
did  not  particularly  enumerate  all  the  feveral 
parifhes  out  of  which  the  fee-farm  rents,  men- 
tioned  in  the  faid  particular,  are  ilFuing. 

The 
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The  inftrumentof  thefaid  oath,  fubfcribcd  by 
the  fitting  member,  was  produced  by  the  {hcriff, 
who  took  the  fame,  and  read. 

A  N  D  the  firft,  fecond,  third,  fourth,  and  fifth 
feEtions  of  the  faid  a£t,  made  in  the  9th  of  Anne, 
were  read. 

And  the  counfel  for'  the  fitting  member  were 
beard ;  and  one  of  the  counfel  for  the  petitioner 
was  heard  in  reply. 

And  the  counfel  on  both  fides  were  direfted  to 
withdraw. 

Mr.  Clarke  was  heard  in  his  place,  and  then 
he  withdrew. 

Refolvei^  That  Charles  Clarke,  Efq.  is  duly 
eled:^  a  knight  of  the  (hire,  to  fcrve  in  this 
prefent  parliament  for  the  county  of  Hun- 
tingdon. 

HUNTINGDON. 

Political  Character.  There  is  no  rcfo- 
lution  of  the  houfe  of  commons  refpeding  the 

right 
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rigbt  of  voting  in  this  borough^  but  it  is  gene- 
rally underftood  to  be  in  the  freemen  and  inha- 
bitants houfehoulders  paying  fcot^  and  lot.  The 
intereft  pf  the  earl  of  Sandwich  is  fo  powerful^ 
as  always  to  return  two  members ;  and  this  he 
efFecfls,  not  by  weight  of  property,  for  his  lordihip 
has  but  one  houfe  in  the  whole  town,  but  by  his 
popularity,  and  the  obligations  which  he  was 
enabled  to  confer  upon  fome  of  his  principal 
friends  during  his  conne£tion  with  lord  North's 
adminiftratioh. 


Ancient  statb  and  representation*  This 
town  derived  its  name  from  the  Saxon  Huntandune^ 
or  Hunters-downj  from  the  convcniency  of  itsdif- 
trid  for  hunting.  It  was  built  on  a  fpot  that  was 
an  entire  foreft,  until  ic  was  disforeiled  by  Hen. 
IL  Hen.  III.  and  Edw.  I.  who  left  no  more  of 
the  foreft  than  his  own  land.  It  had  once  fif- 
teen churches,  which  in  Camden's  time  were  re- 
duced to  four.  It  has  now  only  two,  befides  &ve- 
ral  mceting-houfes.  This  town  fcnt  to  parlia- 
ment, ab  wigine,  and  was  made  a  borough  by  king 
John^  i3o6. 

CoR- 
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Corporation.  John  granted  to  this  town  by 
charter,  a  coronci:,  a  recorder,  a  town-clerk,  and 
(wo  bailiffs; :  but  Charles  L  made  it  .a  mayor- 
town,  anno  regni  6,  1 630.  ,  It  has  had,  therefore, 
ever  fince,  a  mayor,  recorder^  and  twelve  alder- 
men  and  burgcfles.  The  afllzes  are  always  held 
here,  and  in  this  town  is  the  county  gaol. 

Right  of  Election.  Is  in  the  inhabitants 
and  freemen. 

Number  of  voters — 200. 
Returnihg  officer — The  Mayor. 
Patron — The  earl  of  Sandwich. 


KENT. 

Political  Character. 

X  His  opulent  and  flourifliing  county  ha» 
the  happinefs  of  maintaining  its  independence. 
The  duke  of  Dorfet  poflefles  the  firft  indivi- 
dual intereft,  but  the  nobility  and  gentry  are 
too  numerous  to  fuffer  it  to  gain  an  afcendency. 

The 
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The  dock  yards  ofDeptford,  Woolwich,  Chsl-» 
tham,  and  Sheertiefs^  aided  by  the  ecclefiaftlcai 
influence  of  the  clergy  of  the  two  cathedrals  of 
Roehtfter  ahd  Canterbury,  give  the  goveirn- 
ment  a  moft  powerful  controul  in  the  ele£tion  ^ 
and  united  to  that  of  the  duke  of  Dorfet,  and 
the  other  connexions  of  the  ininifter  in.  this 
tounty,  Were  fuccefsful  in  1790  in  bringing  in 
Sir  Edward  KnatchbuU;  but  this  ws^s  owing 
jmore  to  the  want  of  a  jun6tion  of  interefts  be-» 
tween  Mr.  Honeywood  and  the  Hon.  Mr. 
MarQiam,  the  independent  candidates,  than  to 
the  weight  of  all  this  influence  united. 

This  county  is  chiefly  indebted  fof  theinde^ 
pcndcnce  which  it  poflefles,  to  that  noble  relique 
bf  Sakon  inftitution,  the  gaveUlaw,  by  which  all 
the  Tons  in  equal  fliares  are  partakers  of  the  fa«- 
ther's  fortune. 

A  SIMILAR  law  prevails  in  f*ranp6,  under  the 
new  c-onftitution,  but  with  this  diftin£tion,  that 
the  daughters  as  well  as  the  fons  are  inheritors 
in  an  equal  degree.  The  French  have  certainly, 
in  this  inftance,  with  great  juftice  and  liberality. 

Vox.  IL  L  peculiar 


peculiar  10  themfelvtes,  much  improved  upicm  ihif 
equitable  fyftem  of  oar  Saxon  progenitors. 

The  fpecialcuftomsincideDt  to  Gavel-kind  in 
Kent  are : 

That  the  hafband^  after  hb  wife's  deaths  eiv> 
joys  a  iDoiety  of  her  inheritance  in  gavel-kind  hy 
Courtefy,  whether  he  has  children  by  her  or  not> 
until  he  marries  again* 

V  THEwife»  after  the  death  of  her  hulband  has^ 
for  her  dower^  a  moiety  of  his  lands  in  gaveU 
kind^  for  fo  long  time  as  fhe  ihall  continue  un-- 
I9irried|  and  in  chaftity. 

Thb  tenant  of  gavelkind  lands  is  kept  in 
ward  pne  year  longer  than  is  permitted  by  the 
common  law^  that  is,  till  he  is  fifteen  years  of 
age,  at  which  time  he  is  of  fufficient  age  to  alien 
his  eftate  by  feoffment. 

Lands  in  gavel-kind^  if  the  tenant  commits 
felony^  and  fubmits  to  the  judgment  of  the  law, 
are  not  forfeited ;  nor  do  they  efcheat  to  the 
king^  or  other  lord  of  whom  they  are  holden ; 

nor 


iioiF  has  the  king  year^  day^  and  wafl6  of  lafndsiii 
gavel^kind;  holden  of  a.  common  pfepfon^  wheri 
the  tenant  is  executed  for  felony* 

The  tenant  had  a  power  of  devifing  lands  by 

will,   before   the   ftatute  for  that  purpofd  was 

made,  in  the  32d  year  of  king  Hen,  VIII. 

« 
Lands  in  gavel-kind  defcend  to  all  the  fons 

alike  in  equal  portions  ;  aiid  if  there  are  no.fons^ 
then  equally  among  the  daughters ;  and  as  to  the 
chattels,  it  was  formerly  part  of  the  cuftom  of 
this  county  to  divide  them  after  the  funeral^  and 
the  debts  of  the  deceafed  were  difcharged^  into 
three  parts  if  he  left  any  lawful  iflue  behind  him ; 
of  which  three,  one  portion  was  to  the  dead  for 
the  performance  of  legtcies ;  another  to  his  chil- 
dren for  educiation  ;  and  a  third  to  the  wife  for 
her  fupport  an(t  maintenance. 

Furthermore,  if  the  tens^nt  of  gavelkind 
lands  withdraws  from  his  lord  his  due  rents  and 
fervices,  the  cuftom  of  this  gives  the  lord  a  fpe* 
cial  and  folemn  kind  of  ccjfavit^  called  gavelet, 
by  which,  unlefs  the  tenant  redeems  his  lands  by 
payment  of  the  arrearages,  and  makesreafonable 

L  2  amends 
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amends  for  withholding  the  fame»  they  bedomd 
forfeited  to  the  lord,  and  he  enters  into  them  and 
occupies  them  as  his  own  demefnes. 

The  tenants  in  gavel-kiifd  in  this  county 
claim  the  privilege,  that  where  a  writ  of  right  is 
brought  concerning  gavelkind  lands,  that  the 
grand  (ifjizc  fhall  not  be  chofen  in  the  ufual  man- 
ner by  four  knights,  but  by  four  tenants  in  gavel- 
kind, who  (hall  not  aflbciate  to  themfelves  twelve 
knights,  but  that  number  of  tenants  in  gavel- 
kind ;  and  further,  that  trial  by  battle  fhall  not 
be  allowed  in  fuch  a  writ  for  thefe  lands. 
The  numbers  upon  iht  poll  were,  for 

Sir  Edward  KnatchbuU       4jgfir  A  •'-  ^V  '^ 
Filmer  Honeywood  Efq.    JlUif*    C-  /  1  I 


Hon.  Charles  Marfliam      ^i^ 


9    / 


Ancient  State.  This  maritime  county  has 
little  changed  in  its  name  ;  it  being  called  Cen- 
tiuni,  or  KaWiov,  by  Caefar,  Strabo,  Diodorus  Si- 
culus,  Ptolemy,  and  other  Roman  and  Greek  au^ 
thors.  The  Saxons  called  it  Gaut-Guarlant,  or 
the  county  of  the  inhabitant's  of  Kent ;  but 
whence  the  name  was  originally  derived,  has 
been  a  fubjecl;  of  much  fpeculation :  Mr.  Lam* 

bard 


bard  is  of  opinion^  that  the  name  of  Kent  is  dep- 
rived from  the  Britifh  word  Caine^  which  fignifief 
-a  green  Ieaf>  and  was  applied  to  this  county  from 
its  being  Ihaded  with  woods ;  but  Camden  fup« 
pofes  that  it  derived  its  name  fiom  its  form  be- 
ing  an  angle,  ftrctching  into  the  fez.  Thia 
i>pinion  £eems  to  be  well  founded  &om  fuch  a 
point  being  called  in  Scotland,  Cantir ;  Ptolemy 
calls  the  inhabitants  of  another  point  in  North 
Britain,  Cantae,  and  the  Cangani  were  poflcffcd 
pf  fuch  an  angle  in  W;»les, 

This  county,  according  to  Csefar,  was,  in  the 
time  of  the  Britons,  governed  by  four  petty  kings> 
or  rather  by  four  of  the  principal  inhabitants,  ap- 
pointed to  defend  thcm'againft  their  enemies. 
Cacfar  being  in  Gaql,  obtained  fuch  a  knowledge 
of  this  ifland  as  to  enable  him  to  invade  it  twice 
with  fome  fuccefs  ;  and,  by  repeated  attempts, 
the  Romans  became  not  only  matters  of  Kent, 
but  of  all  England,  when  this  county  was  put 
under  the  government  Britannia  Prima.  But 
the  Romans  being  afterwards  obliged  to  leave 
the  ifland,  the  Britons  cleded  feveral  princes ; 
and  at  laft  chofe  Vortigern  their  chief,  in  order 
p  ftop  the  ravages  of  the  Pids  and  Scots.    And, 

by 
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by  cdnfent  of  his  people^  he  invited  the  Saxcmi 
to  his  aiHftanc^  who  landed  with  the  Angles  and 
Jutes^  under  their  two  leaders^  Hengift  and  Hor.. 
fa,  in  the  lile  of  Thanet^  in  this  jcounty.  Hav^ 
ing  joined  with  Vortigem,  and  aflifted  him  in  the 
conqueft  of  his  enemies^  Hengift  obtained  the 
government  of  Kent.  Soon  after  South  Britain 
vras  divided  into  feven  petty  kingdoms^  called 

*  the  Heptarchy :  the  firft  of  them  was  that  of 
Kent,  which  had  fucceflively  fcventecn  kings  j 
the  laft  v.as  Baldred,  when  Egbert  conquered 

.  Kent,  then,  after  being  a  feparate  kingdom  37^ 
years,  jt  became  fubjcft  to  the  Saxon  and  Danifh 
Icings  of  England,  until  the  Norman  conqueft. 

WiLtiAM  the  Conqueror  having  fought  th^ 
battle  at  Haftings,  in  Suflcx,  was  marching  to- 
wards London,  when  he  was  met  by  a  large 
body  of  the  men  of  Kent,  each  carrying  a  bough 
or  limb  of  a  tree  in  his  hand.  This  army,  which 
had  the  appearance  of  a  moving  wood,  boldly 
marched  up  to  him,  and  demanded  the  prefcrva-* 
tion  of  their  liberties,  and  informed  William 
they  were  determined  to  die  before  they  would 
be  deprived  of  them,  and  fubmit  to  bondage  | 
but  if  he  would  grant   them  their  equitable 

requeftj 
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l-^qoeft,  they  would  fubmit  to  his  govern^ 
ment.  William,  being  fo  much  ftruck  with 
the  fpirit  and  juftice  of  their  requeft,  wifely 
granted  what  they  afked,  and  thus  were  they 
fulTered  to  retain  thofe  ancient  cuftoms  for 
which  this  county  has  ever  fince  been  fo  juftly 
diftinguifhed. 

r 

The  Conqueror,  thus  pofleffed  of  Kent,  fecurcd 
it  by  appointing  a  conftable  of  Dover  Caftle, 
and  conftituting  him  governor  of  five  ports^ 
with  the  ftyle  and  title  of  warden  of  the  cinque 
ports,  which  are  Haftings,  Dover,  Hithe,  Rum-* 
ney,  and  Sandwich,  to  which  Winchclfea  and 
Rye  arc  annexed  as  principals,  and  with  fome 
other  towns  as  members;  all  of  which  enjoy 
many  confidcrable  immunities. 

As  the  county  of  Kent  is  divided  into  the  two 
great  diftrifts  of  Eaft  and  Weft  Kent,  fo  is  the* 
diftribution  of  juftice  in  it;  for,  though  every 
jufticeof  peace  is,  by  the  commiflion  appointed 
for  the  whole  county  at  large,  yet  he  ufually  con- 
fines his  afting  in  that  oflSce,  (except  upon  ex- 
traordinary occafions),  to  that  diftrift  of  the  twp 
in  which  he  refides,  and  in  common  matters,  to 
that  particular  divifion  of  juftices  of  the  lat^ 
and  hundred  to  which  he  belongs. 

Each 
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Each  diftriQ  holds  its  own  court  of  fefliona 
four  times  in  the  year ;  viz.  twice  originally,  and 
twice  by  adjournment ;  the  Eaftcrn  Diftrid  ori- 
ginally at  the  Old  Caftle  of  Canterbury,  from 
whence  ft  is  adjourned  for  the  Weftern  DiftriQ 
tp  the  county-town  of  Maidftone ;  and  the  Wef- 
tern Diftri£t  origiqally  at  Maidftone,  from 
whence  it  is  adjourned  for  the  Eaflern  Diftfi^ 
%o  Canterbury. 

This  county  is  divided  into  five  lathes^ 
u^hich  are  fubdivided  into  14  bailiwicks,  and 
thefe  again  into  68  hundreds.  A  lathe  is  a 
divifion  peculiar  to  this  county  ^  and  confide 
of  two  or  mQrc  bailiwicHs,  as  a  baiUwicH  does 
of  two  or  more  hundreds.  Kent  contains  2 
cities,  29  market  towns,  and  408  parilhcs.  It 
Jifs  in  the  province  of  Canterbury,  and  partly  in 
that  diocefe,  and  partly  in  the  diocff?  of  Jlochef^ 
tcr.  If  fcqds  i?  members  to  parjismicnf:  two 
Jcnights  pf  the  ftiire  for  thp  county,  t\yo  rnem- 
bcrs  each  for  i:he  cifies  of  Canterbury  and  Ro- 
cheftcr,  two  fof  the  borough  of  Maidftone,  two 
for  thap  of  Quccnborough,  and  two  for  each  of 
the  four  cinque-ports  in  this  county,  Dover, 
gand^yich,  Hithe,  and  Rumney, 

Many 
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Many  lands  in  this'xounty  are  ftill  held  by- 
the  ancient  tenure  of  caftle-guard ;  that  is,  upon 
irondition  that  the  tenant,  in  his  turn,  fhould 
mount  gugrd  atthe  caftlc;  but  a  compofition 
is  taken  for  this^  fervice,  ivhich  the  tenants  are 
obliged  to  pay ;  for  upon  the  day  appointed,  a  flag 
is  hung  out  from  that  part  of  the  callle  which  is 
ftill  kept  in  repair,  and  fuch  pf  the  tenants  as  do 
,not  then  appear  an^  pay  their  quit-rents,  j^-e 
liable,  at  Rochefler,  to  have  them  doubled  at 
^vcr  return  of  the  Medwa^r, 


ROCHESTER, 

Political  Character*  This  city,  owing 
to  its  being  in  the  vicinity  of  Chatham,  feels  the 
influence  of  the  admirahy,  dock-yard,  cuftom- 
houfe,  and  revenue-officers,  too  powerful  to  af- 
fert  a  claim  to  adual  independence*  The  num^ 
btr  of  its  eleQors  not  being,  like  Plymouth,  li^ 
mited  to  a  felf-elefted  corporation,  prevents  their 
reprefentation  from  being  entirely  at  the  difpo* 
fal  of  the  admiralty  ;  but  it  has  always  been  cuf- 
tomary  to  compliment  that  board  with  the  re* 
commendation  of  one  of  tbeo;* 

The 
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ThE  numbers  on  the  poll  »(  the  laft  general 
cledion  were,  for 

George  Beft,  Efq.       •i       .363  : 
Sir  R.  Bickerton^        -        3^^ 
Marquis'of  Titchfield^         343 

^  Ancient  State  AND  Repres-entation.  This 
very  ancient  city  was  the  Duro  Brives  of  Anto- 
ninus, and  has  fuffered  many  misfortunes. 
In  676,  it  was  deftnoyed  by  EAcldred,  king  of 
Mercia  ;  and  in  ^7^9*  ^^  ^^'^  pillaged  by  the 
Danes;  they  alfo  befieged  it  again  in  885,  when 
they  caft  up  works  round*  it ;  bat  it  was  relieved 
by  Alfi-ed.  In  the  reign  of  Rufus,  Rochefter 
wiis  feinted  by  the  Normans  and  Englifti,  who 
kept  it  for  Robert,  the  king's  brother,  whom 
.they  intended  to  place.on  the  throne.  Rufus  was 
&x  weeks  before  it  without  making  any  progrefs^ 
Jdr  the  befieged  defended  themfclves  with  fuok 
iravery,  that  he  began  to  lofe  all  hopes  of  fuc- 
xefs  \  but  at  length,  a  contagious  diflemper  fo 
weakened  thofc  who  held  the  city  for  Robert;, 
jthat  they  weie  compelled  to  defire a  capitulation, 
and  his  adherent^  were  permitted  to  march  oujt 
^ith  their  horfcs.     This  city  has  fcnt  members  to 

3  P^r- 


♦ 
parliament  ever  fince  the  firft  fummons  for  fuch 

an  aflembly,  by  £dw.  I, 

Corporation*  Rocheller  vfzs  made  a  mayor* 
town  I  Edw.  IV.  Here  arc,  ly  its  incorporation 
16191  a  mayor^  recorder^  il  aldermen,  and  13 
common-council,  a  town-clerk,  3  ferjeants  at 
mace,  and  a  water-bailiff.  Once  a  year,  or  of*, 
(ener,  the  mayor  and  citizens  of  Rochefter  hold 
what  is  called  an  admiralty^ourt,  to  appoint 
times  when  oyfters  fhall  be  taken  out  of  their 
lilhery,  and  fettle  the  quantity  each  drudger  fhall 
take  in  a  day. 

Right  or  Election,    Is  in  the  freemen. 

Number  of  voters,  630. 
Returning  officer*     The  Mayor* 
Patrons.    Ordnance  and  Admiralty* 


CANTERBURY. 
Politicai-  Character.     This  city  is  jcn- 

« 

Urt\y  independent  in  its  ele6lion  of  members  of 

parliament,  and  is  neither  under  the  influence 

or  controulof  any  patron  or  leading  man. 

An^ 
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Ancient  State  and  Representation.    Csn^ 
terbury  was  called  by  the  Saxons  Cani-ff^ara^By* 
rig,  or  the  city  of  the  people  of  Kent,  and  from 
thence  its  prefent  name  is  derived.  This  ancient 
city,  the  chief  of  this  county,  and  the  metropoli- 
tan fee  of  all  England,  is  a  county  of  itfelf.     Ic 
is  of  fuch  antiquity,  as  to  have  thecredit  of  being 
built  upwards  of  goo  years  before  Chrift.    But 
this  appears  improbable ;  for  the  inhabitants  of 
Britain  had  in  thofe  days  (carcely  any  buildings. 
They  lived  in  huts,  much  in  the  fan>e  manner  as 
the  Aborigine  natives  of  North  America  do  now. 
Nor  had  they  more  clothes  to  cover  them  thaa 
the  American  Indians  have  at  prefent.     It  was  a 
place  of  fome  importance  in  the  time  of  the  Ro« 
mans,  who  called  it  Durovernum,  and  Davernum  : 
this  appears  by  the  intincrary  of  Antoninus.  Vor- 
tigern,  kiiig  of  the  Brii;ons,  rcfidcd  here  after 
the  Romans,  and  yielded  tbi;?  city  to  the  Saxqn§,  in 
whofe  time  the  chief  magiftrate  was  called  a  Prae- 
fed:,  afterwards  a  portreeve,  and  ip  ion  the  king'* 
provoft  of  Canterbury.     During  the  heptarchy, 
it  was  the  capital  city  of  the  kingdom  of  Kent, 
and  the  feat  of  their  kings,  although  it  was  not 
built  by  them ;  for  Hengift  long  before  kept  his 
court  here,  asdid  alfo  his  fucceiTors,  until  EtheL 

bert, 
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btn,  becoming  a  thriftian  by  the  preaching  of 
Auguftine  the  monk»  gave  him  not  only  his  psu 
lace,  but  the  royalty,  with  the  city  and  its  territo- 
ries* And  when  that  monk  was  created  arch^ 
bilhop,  he  made  it  the  place  of  his  refidence,  an 
his  fuccelTors,  the  archbifhops^  did  long  after* 
wards. 

This  city  fuffered  greatly  during  the  Saxon 
and  Danifh  wars,  and  yet  rofe  again  with  greater 
beauty.  It  appears  at  the  time  of  the  conquelt. 
that  the  jurifdi£lions  of  the  kings  and  archbiihop 
were  intermixed  ;  and  that  although  the  latter 
had  a  mint  and  fome  other  confiderable  privile- 
ges, yet  ^e  king  had  the  fupreme  royalty,  until 
Rufiis  gave  the  city,  without  any  refer vation,  to 
bi(hop  Anlelm.  This  city  fent  members  ai  ori^ 
pne. 

Corporation.— It  is  governed  by  a  mayor,  a 
recorder,  12  aldermen,  a  flierifli  24  common- 
council  men,  a  fword-bearer,  and  four  ferjeantt 
at  mace.  A  court  is  held  every  Monday  iii  the 
Guildhall,  for  civil  and  criminal  caufes ;  and  every 
other  Thurfday,  for  the  government  of  the  city. 
It  is  divided  into  fix  wards.     At  the  beginning 

of 
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of  Hen.  III.  it  was  governed  by  bailifFs  ;  but  Irt 
the  26th  of  Hen.  VI.  it  was  changed  into  the 
above  mayoralty  anno  1449,  which  may  be  fccn 
in  Sommer's  hiftory  of  this  city. 

Right  of  Elkction.    Is  veftcd  in  the  free-., 
men. 

Number  of  voters— 1000. 
Returning  officer — The  Sheriff. 


MAIDSTONE. 

Political  Character.  This  borough  Vfk9 
formerly  at  the  dif|)ofal  of  the  earlt)f  Ailes- 
ford,  but  it  has  emancipated  itfelf  from  that  in- 
fluence, and  has  fince  been  divided  in  two  par- 
ties^ theone  attempting  to  compliment  the  minif- 
ter  with  the  nomination  of  its  members,  the  other 
equally  zealous  in  maintaining  the  independence 
of  its  conftitutionat  rights. 

Mr.  Brenchly,  a  brewer  of  this  town,  and  one 
of  the  partners  in  the  Southwark  bank,  who  is 
lately  deceafed,  was  at  the  head  of  the  former 
party,  and  Mr.  Taylor,  an  eminent  paper-ma- 

nufa6turer« 
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QufaQurer^  and  one  of  its  prefent  reprefentaiivcs, 
ttkes  the  lead  ctihc  latter* 

Thb  death  oF  Mr.  Brenchly  has  confiderahly 
iiveakened  the  ihinifterial  intereft^  and  it  is  not  im- 
probable,  but  at  another  eledion,  it  may  fhake  oiF 
the  trammels  of  government  dilation  entirely. 

The  manor,  which  extends  over  the  whole 
Hundred  of  Maidftone,  belongs  to  lord  Romney, 
who  has  a  feat  near  this  borough* 


Ancient  State  and  Representation.- 


Maid  done  was'  a  Roman  ftation,  and  was 
anciently  reckoned  among  the  third  of  the 
principal  cities  in  Britain.  It  was  then  called 
Caer-Meiwagy  which  is  thought  to  fignify 
the  meadows  upon  the  river  Vaga,  which  are  here 
very  beautiful.  Its  Roman  name  was  Madavi- 
acis,  or  Vagniacis,  which  was  probably  derived 
from  the  Britifh. 

The  town  of  Maidftone  was  anciently  go- 
verned by  a  portreeve  and  1 2  brethren,  and  con- 
tinued frf  till  king  Edward  VI,  by  his  \ti.  pat. 
July  4,  in  his  3d  year,  newly  incorporated  the 

towte 
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town,  by  the  ftylc  and  tide  of  the  mayor,  jiintCli 
and  commonalty,  of  the  town  of  Maidftone,  ia 
the  county  of  Kent. 

These  privileges  were  not  long  afterwards 
^forfeited  by  the  rebellion,  firft  began  in  this 

*  _  « 

town  by  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  knight,  and  other 
principal  gentleman  of  it,  in  the  i  ft  year  of 
queen  Mary. 

Ih  this  ftate  df  disfranchifement  the  tbwii  re^^ 
maincd  till  queen  Elizabeth,  by  her  let.  pat.  DeC^ 
4,  in  her  2d  year,  again  incorporated  it  with  the 
like  ftyle  as  before,  and  fome  other  additional 
privileges,  among  which  was  a  confirmation  of 
their  fincient  prefcriptive  right  of  fending  two 
burgefles  to  parliament,  the  granting  to  the 
mayor  the  authority  of  a  juftice  of  the  peace,  and 
the  exempting  of  the  townfmen  from  foreign 
feflion^. 

Some  years  after  which  fcveral  doubts  iriling, 
concerning  the  validity  and  meaning  of  the  dif- 
ferent.parts  of  the  laft-mentioned  letters  patent, 
a  third  charter  of  incorporation  was  granted  to 
this  town  by  king  James  I,  by  let.  pat.  dated 
Dec*  31,  in  his  2d  year,  anno  1 684,  by  the  name 

and 
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ana  ftylc  of  **  the  mayor,  jurats,  and  commonalty 
of  the  king's  town  and  parifh  of  Maidftonc^** 
wherein  all  the  privileges  of  the  former  were 
confirmed,  and  new  ones  granted  by  it.  After 
which  a  fourth  charter  was  likewife  granted  by 
the  fame  king,  in  his  iyth  year,  anno  1619. 
King  Charles  II,  by  let.  pat.  in  his  34th  year, 
anno  1682,  incorporated  this  town  anew,  by  the 
like  ftyle  and  title  as  the  former ;  which  charter 
was  made  ufe  of  in  the  government  of  this  place 
till  the  revolution  in  1688,  after  which  it  was 
entirely  laid  afide 

In  the  t-eign  of  king  George  ll^  this  corpota^ 
tion  being  diffolved  by  judgement  oioufter  againft 
its  principal  members,  upon  informations  of 
quo  warratttOi  a  new  charter  was  granted  by  that 
*^ngf  by  let.  pat.  dated  at  Weftminfter,  June  1 7, 
in  his  2ift  year,  annb  1748;  in  which  it  isre- 
'  cited,  that  divers  difputes  having  arifen  of  late 
within  this  town  and  corporation,  and  informal 
tions  in  nature  of  quo  warranto  having  been  pro-^ 
fccuted  in  the  King's  Bench,  and  judgment  of 
oujier  obtained  againft  all  the  a6ling  jurats,  fo 
that  the  corporation  was  then  diflblved,  and  the 
town  indapablc  of  enjoying  their  liberties  and 
Vol.  JI.  M  fran- 
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franchifes,  therefore  the  king,  for  divers  caufesi 
therein  mentioned,  upon  the  petition  of  the  free- 
men, freeholders,  and  other  inhabitants  of  the 
king's  town  and  parifh  of  Maidflone,  granted 
that  the  town  and  parifh  (hould  be  a  free  town 
and  parifh  of  itfelf;  and  that  the  inhabitants  of 
the  fame  (hould  be  one  body  politic  and  corpo- 
rate, by  the  name  of  "  the  mayor,  jurats,  and  com- 
monalty of  the  king's  town  and  parifh  of  Maid- 
ftone,  in  the  county  of  Kent,"  and  by  that  name 
to  have  perpetual  fucceflion,  and  to  acquire  and 
hold  lands  &c.  and  to  alien  the  fame,  and  by  the 
aforementioned  name  to  plead  and  be  impleaded ; 
and  that  they  and  their  fucceflbrs  might  have  a 
common  feal,  and  might  break,  change,  and  new- 
make  the  fame  at  their  liking ;  and  that  the  faid 
town  and  parifh,  and  the  liberties  and  precindts 
thereof,  fhould  extend  according  to  the  former 
ancient  boundaries  thereof;  and  that  there  Ihould 
be  thirteen  inhabitants  of  the  faid  town  and  pa- 
rifh, who  fhould  be  chofen  jurats  of  the  fame, 
one  of  whom   fliould  be  chofen  mayor  of  the 
King's  Town  and  parifh  of  Maidflone,  which  ju- 
rats, not  being  in  the  office  of  mayor,  fhould  be 
afliflants  to  him  in  every  thing ;  and  that  there 
i\iould  be  forty  of  the  remaining  principal  inha- 
bitants 
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bitdnts  chofen  common  councilmen  of  the  fame, 
all  of  whom,  viz.  mayor,  jurats,  and  common 
councilmen,  fhould  have  power,  upon  public 
fummons,  to  make  bye  laws ;  and  that  the  jurats 
fhould  be  eledled  by  the  mayor,  jurats,  and  com- 
mon councilmen  duly  aflembled,  and  the  com- 
mon councilmen  in  like  manner,  with  a  fine  at 
the  difcretion  of  the  faid  mayor,  &c.  for  their 
refufal  of  thofe  offices,  any  of  whom  ftiould  be 
removed  by  the  mayor,  &c.  duly  afTembled,  for 
any  fufficient  crime  or  notorious  offence;  and 
that  the  jurats  (hould  afTemble  on  the  2d  day  of 
Nov.  yearly,  within  the  faid  town,  and  then  no- 
minate two  men,  then  being  jurats,  for  the  reft 
of  the  jurats  and  commonalty  then  prefent  to 
eledl  ^nc  out  of  the  two  to  be  mayor ;  and  that 
the  perfon  fb  chofen  fhould  take  an  oath  before 
the  then  lafl  mayor,  or  in  his  abfence  the  two 
fenior  jurats  then  prefent,  for  the  due  execution 
of  his  office ;  and  in  cafe  of  his  death,  that  a 
iucceflbr  fliould  be  chofen  in  like  manner;  and 
that  the  mayor,  in  cafe  of  licknefs  or  abfence, 
(hould  appoint  one  of  the  jurats  a  deputy  mayor 
for  the  time  aforefaid  ;  and  that  the  mayor  and 
jurats  fhould  eleft  a  recorder,  to  hold  his  office 
during  their  plcafurc;  and  that  he  fl]Ould  have 

M  2  power 
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power  to  make  a  deputy  recorder  during  his  plcial- 
fure;  and  that  the  mayor,  jurats,  and  common 
council  fhould  appoint  one  or  two  feijeants  at 
mace,  who  Ihould  bear  one  or  two  gilt  or  filver 
maces,  engraved  with  the  king's  arms,  every 
where  within  thefaid  town  and  parifti  before  the 
mayor.  And  whereas  queen  Elizabeth,  by  her 
let.  pat.  December  4,  in  her  fecond  year,  granted 
to  the  faid  mayor,  &c.  one  market  within  the 
faid  town  on  a  Thurfday,  weekly,  with  all  tolls^ 
cufloms,  and  other  profits ;  and  alfo  four  fairs 
in  the  faid  town,  viz.  one  from  noon  on  April 
30th  to  noon  on  May  2d,  another  at  noon  on  the 
eve  of  the  feaft  of  St.  Edmund  the  king  and 
martyr  to  noon  on  the  morrow  after  the  faid 
feaft,  another  at  noon  on  the  eve  of  the  feaft  of 
St.  Faith  until  the  noon  on  the  morrow  of  the 
faid  feaft,  and  the  other  on  the  noon  of  the  feaft 
of  the  Purification  until  the  noon  of  the  morrow 
of  the  faid  feaft,  with  all  tolls,  tributes,  profits, 
&c.  and  a  Pye-powder  court  to  be  held  in  the 
fame  fairs  and  markets.  And  whereas  king 
James,  by  his  let.  pat.  December  31,  in  his  fe- 
cond year,  regrantcd  and  confirmed  the  markets 
und  fairs,  and  other  liberties  and  privileges 
granted  as  aforefaid ;  and  by  other  let.  pat.  July 

28, 
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18,  in  his  feventeenth  •  year,  did  ratify  and  con^r 
firm  the  faid  markets,  fairs,  courts  of  pye-pow- 
der,  tributes,  cuftoms,  tolls,  &c.  and  further 
granted,  that  it  fhould  be  lawful  for  the  faid 
mayor  to  extend  the  market  beyond  the  place 
called  the  market-place,  or  to  hold  it  in  any 
other  place  within  the  fame  town. 

Therefore  the  king,  being  willing  to  (hew 
further  grace  and  favour  to  the  mayor,  &c.  rati- 
fied and  confirmed  the  faid  markets,  fairs,  courts, 
&c.  and  granted  them  to  the  mayor,  &c.  and 
their  fucceflbrs  de  n9Vo ;  and  that  the  mayor,  ju- 
rats, and  commonalty,  Ihould  nominate,  eledt,  and 
admit  any  perfon  or  perfons,  being  inhabitants  of 
the  town  and  pariih,  freemen  of  the  f^me ;  and 
that  the  recorder,  dcpyty  recorder,  jurats,  com- 
mon councilmen,  and  freemen,  ftipuld  feverally 
make  oath  before  the  mayor  and  jurats  for  the 
due  execution  of  their  ofHc^^  as  l^ad  been  accu(^ 
tome^. 

« 

And  whereas  queen  Elizabeth,  by  her  let, 
pat.  did  grant  to  the  mayor  and  jurats  and  com- 
znonahy,  full  power  to  bold  a  court  before  the 
piayor  in  the  faid  town,  frgm  fourtpcp  days  tp 

fourteen 
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fourteen  days,  on  a  Tuefday,  for  pleas,  as  v;eU 
oi  ^Siic  oi novel  dijfeifm^  as  other  pleas,  a£lionS|| 
fuits,  &c.  concerning  lands,  &c.    in   the  faid  ^ 

town  and  parifli,  although  they  fliould  or  Ihould 
not  exceed  the  fum  of  40  s.  and  did  grant  that 
the  faid  town  and  pariflif  and  the  liberties  of  the 
fame  fhould  extend  themfelves  by  the  water  of 
Medway  from  Eaft  Farleigh  Bridge  unto  Hawk- 
wood,  as  in  the  faid  }et.  pat.  more  fully  ap- 
peared ;  and  whereas  the  water  of  Medway,  be-r 
tween  the  faid  bridge  and  Hawkwood  flowed 
by  and  through  the  faid  town  and  parifh  of 
Maidftone,  and  by  and  through  the  feveral 
towns  of  Eaft  Farleigh,  Barming,  Loze,  Boxley^ 
Allington,  and  by  certain  ftreets  called  Milhale^, 
and  Newhythe,  in  the  parifii  of  Eaft  Mailing,  in 
the  county  of  Kent :  and  the  town  and  parifti  of 
Maidftone,  extending  itfelf  promifcuoufly  in,> 
by,  and  through  the  town  of  Loze  and  Linton, 
and  beyond,  and  alfo  by  the  faid  towns  of  Eaft 
Farleigh,  Barming,  and  Boxley,  and  by  the 
town  of  Otham,  according  to  certain  informa- 
tion given. 

The  king,  intending  to  put  into  certainty, 
and  to  limit  into  what  parilh,  towns,  hamlets,  &c. 

an4 


.MAIDSTONE.  '167 

and  how  far  the  liberties  and  jurifdifiions  of  the 
mayor,  &c.  of  the  faid  town  and  parifh  fhould 
reach  and  extend^  as  to  the  hearing  and  deter^ 
mining  pl^as  in  the  faid  court,  granted  and  de- 
clared, that  the  liberties  of  the  fame,  and  the 
jurifdidion  of  tKc  mayor,  &c.  fhould  extend, 
only  as  to  the  cognizance  and  determination  of 
a£iions  and  replevins,  and  to  no  other  intent  and 
purpofe,  into,  by,  and  through  the  faid  towns 
and  parifhes  of  £aft  Barming,  Loze,  Boxley, 
Allington,  Milhale,  Ncwhythe,  Linton,  and 
Otham ;  and  that  for  the  better  executing  the 
faid  anions,  they  might  make  and  execute  all 
attachments  and  legal  procefles  into  and  through 
all  the  faid  parifhes,  flreets,  &c.  And  whereas 
queen  Elizabeth  granted  that  the  inhabitants  of 
the  faid  town  and  pariOi  fliould  be  exempted 
from  ferving  on  juries  and  inquifitions,  except 
in  the  town  of  Maidftone ;  the  king  therefore 
granted  and  confirmed,  that  the  faid  inhabitants 
fhould  not  be  impanneled  on  any  juries  or  in«p 
quifitiorts  whatfoever,  without  the  faid  town  and 
parifh ;  and  that  the  mayor  and  recorder,  and 
three  fenior  jurats,  during  their  offices,  fhould 
he  juftices  of  the  peace  within  the  faid  town  and 
parifh ;  and  that  no  juftice  of  the  county  fliould 
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in  anywife  intermeddle  within  the  faid  town  an^ 
parjfii ;  which  mayor,  recorder,  and  three  jurats 
aforefaid  (hould  take  an  oath  before  the  reft  of 
the  jurats  for  the  due  execution  of  their  office; 
and  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  three  jurats,  as 
aforefaid,  or  any  three  of  them,  of  whom  the 
mayor  and  recorder  to  be  two,  (hould  hear  and 
determine  all  trefpafles  and  mifdemeanors  with- 
in the  town  and  parifh,  as  the  juftices  of  the 
county  were  ufed  to  do,  or  any  two  or  more  of 
them  can  or  may  do,  as  well  in  and  out  of  their 
feffions,  by  the  king's  commiffion,  fo  that  they 
neverthelefs  in  no  wife  pretended  to  the  deter^ 
mining  of  any  treafon  or  felony,  or  any  other 
offence  touching  the  lofs  of  life  or  member, 
without  the  king's  fpecial  mandate  in  that  be- 
half, 

And  that  the  mayor,  jurats,  and  commonalty 
fliould  receive  all  fines,  forfeitures,  and  iflue  of 
jurors  for  non-appearance,  and  the  like  for  tref^ 
paffes.  Sec.  before  the  faid  juftices  within  the 
faid  town  and  pari(h  ;  and  that  the  mayor  for 
the  time  being  fhould  be  coroner  within  the  fai4 
town  and  parifli,  and  fhould  make  oath  before 
fbp  laft  mayor,  or  on  his  death,  &c.  before  twp 

or 
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or  more  of  the  jurats,  of  the  due  execution  of 
his  office,  and  that  no  coroner  for  the  county 
enter  within  the  faid  town  and  parifh,  &c. 

And  he  granted  to  the  faid  mayor,  &c.  all 
waifs,  eftreats,  fines,  forfeitures,  goods  and  cha- 
lels  of  felons  and  fugitives,  &c.  before  granted 
by  the  faid  Ipt.  pat.  of  queen  Elizabeth,  and  to 
the  faid  mayor  all  return  of  writs,  &c.  within 
the  faid  town  and  parifh;  fo  that  the  fherifF,  co« 
roner,  orefcheator,  or  other  the  king's  minifters, 
in  no  wife  intermeddle  within  the  faid  town  and 
pariih.  And  that  the  mayor,  jurats,  and  com- 
monalty fhould  have  and  enjoy  to  their  own  pro- 
per ufe  all  wharfage,  anchorage,  and  groundage 
of  (hips  and  veflels  coming  to  the  faid  town  and 
parifh,  and  reafonable  fees  and  wages  for  lading 
and  unlading  of  merchandizes^  goods,  and  chat- 
tels in  the  faid  ihips  and  veffels  there  to  be  lad- 
ed and  unladed  into  or  out  of  the  fame ;  and  that 
they  fhould  have  through  the  water  as  aforefaid, 
from  Eafl  Farleigh  Bridge  to  Hawkwood,  the 
privilege  of  keeping  and  preferving  fwans  and 
(ignets,  and  afwan-mark^  and  the  fame  to  alter 
^t  their  pleafure,  and  alfo  all  fwans  and  fignets 
iJirpugh  the. faid  waters,  within  the  bounds  and 

limi^ 
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limits  aforefaid  and  the  banks  and  ground  of 
the  fame,  building  nefts,  breeding  or  frequent- 
ing, and  not  legally  marked  with  the  fwan-mark 
aforefaid,  and  full  power  to  purfue,  retake,  and 
bring  back  the  fwansand  (ignets  aforefaid,  fwim^ 
ming  or  wandering  by  water  and  land  out  of  the 
limits  aforefaid,  without  hindrance  of  the  king, 
his  officers  or  minifters,  or  other  perfons  what- 
foever. 

And  that  tfie  faid  mayor,  &c.  for  the  better 
fupport  of  the  charges  of  the.  town  and  parifh 
aforefaid,  or  for  other  reafonable  caufes,  or  for 
the  public  good  and  benefit  of  the  faid  town  and 
parifli,  and^  of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  fhould 
from  time  to  time  make  and  affefs  reafonable 
taxes  and  afljcflments  upon  thcmfelves  and  every 
inhabitant  there,  and  levy  the  fame  by  diftrefs, 
or  any  other  legal  manner,  as  they  have  hitherto- 
fore  been  ufcd  and  accuftomed ;  and  he  likewife 
confirmed  to  them  all  lands,  goods,  libertic3  and 
franchifcs,  as  they  had  ever  heretofore  held,  ufed 
and  enjoyed  the  fame,  with  a  non  obftante  to  all 
pmiflions,  or  other  matter  whatfoever ;  and  that 
they  Ihould  have  the  fame  fealed  with  the  great 
fcal,  without  fee  or  reward,  &f c. 

Bv 
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By  the  above  charter  the  corporation  z&  at 
fhis  time^  their  exclufive  jurifdidlion  as  fuch  ex- 
tending over  the  town  and  parifh  of  Maidftone, 
and  on  the  river  Medway,  from  Eaft  Farleigh 
Bridge  to  a  piece  of  land  called.  Hawkwocd  in 
Burham,  in  all  matters  whatfoever  as  within  the 
fame ;  and  for  the  cognizance  and  determination 
of  actions  and  replevins  to  the  further  extent  of 
f  he  towns  and  parifties  of  Eaft  Farleigh,  Barm- 
ing,  Loze^  Boxley,  Allington,  Linton,  and 
Otham,  and  the  hamlets  of  Mithale  in  Ayles- 
ford,  and  Newhythe  in  the  parifh  of  Eaft  Mai- 
ling. 

RiQHT  OP  Election. — Is  in  the  freemen  not 
receiving  alms  or  charity,  7  Feb.  1701.    8  Dec. 

1702. 

Number  of  voters.     600. 
,  Returning  ofFicER,     The  Mayor. 

Case  of  Bribery. 

Dec.  8, 1702.  Re/blved,  That  the  late  eleftioi; 
pf  burgefles  for  the  faid  borough  of  Maidftone, 
fs  a  void  eledlion* 

Jlf/blved^ 
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Refolved^  That  no  warrant  do  iffiac  during  this 
fcffion  of  parliament,  for  the  making  out  a  new 
writ  for  the  elefting  burgefle«  for  the  faid  bo- 
rough of  Maidftone. 

Refolved^  That  Gervas  Hely  is  guilty  of  in- 
difedt  and  corrupt  pradlices,  in  order  to  the  pro- 
curing mehibers  to  be  elefted  to  fervc  in  parlia- 
ment  for  the  faid  borough  of  Maidflone. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  Gervas  Hely  be^  for  his 
faid  offence^  taken  into  cuftody. 

Vexatious  Petition. 

Feh.  7,  1701,  Refohed,  That  Tho.  Colepcp. 
per,  Efq.  who  was  one  of  the  inftruments  in  pro- 
moting and  prcfenting  a  fcandalous,  infolent,  and 
fcditious  petition,  cwaajnonly  called  the  Kentijb 
petition,  to  thp  houfe  of  ^t)ft||;Qons^  hath  been 
guilty  of  cornipt,  fcandalous,  and  iridiredl  prac- 
tices, in  endeavouring  to  procure  himfelftobe 
^leded  a  burgefs  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  parlia- 
ment for  the  borough  of  Maidftone. 

There  is  another  re/olution.  That  he  is  guilty  of 
afperfing  the  laft  houfp  pf  commons. 

Or- 


Ordered,  That  the  faid  Tho.  Colepcpper,  Elq. 
be,  for  his  faid  offence,  committed  to  Newgate. 

QUEENBOROUGH. 

Political  Character.  This  borough  has 
been  very  juftly  confidered  for  many  years  as  a 
government  borough ;  for  there  has  been  'no  in- 
ftancc,  fince  1717,  although  there  has  been  many 
contcfted  eleftions,  of  any  member  being  return- 
ed in  oppofition  to  adminiflration.  From  1727 
to  1754,  the  eledlions  were  carried  on  by  the 
united  interefts  of  government  and  Capt.  Evans, 
who  redded  in  this  place,  and  had  the  lead  for 
many  years  in  the  corporation.  From  1754,  un- 
til the  prefent  time,  the  intereft  has  been  divided 
between  the  boards  of  ordnance  and  admiralty ; 
each  has  conftantly  carried  a  member ;  and  for  the 
laft  fixteen  years,  by  the  mere  power  of  office,  in 
oppofition  to  the  corporation,  and  to  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Evans's  family. 

The  fyftematic  application  of  the  patronage 
of  the  board  of  ordnance  to  the  purpofes  of  ac- 
quiring an  influence  in  this  borough,  has  been 
attended  with  aprogreflive  incrcafe  of  their  cfta- 
blifliment  on  theThame&,and  Med  way,  and  a  very 

large 
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large  addition  to  the  expence  of  carrying  On  thd 
fervice  by  vcflels  employed  on  thofe  rivers.  It  ap- 
pears from  official  documents  laid  before  thehoufc 
of  commons,  that  it  amounted  in  1754  to  742 1.. 
But  it  now  amounts(excIunve  of  theMi|Kawof  vef^ 


fels  the  property  of  government),  to  2 1 90I.  8s.  3d. 
How  far  the  real  exigencies  of  the  public  fervice 
may  require  and  juftify  fo  confiderable  an  aug- 
mentation, we  cannot  pretend  to  decide ;  as  thofe 
who  are  moft  competent  have  fo  widely  differed 
in  their  opinions  on  the  fubjeft.  On  the  conclu- 
fion  of  the  laft  war.  Lord  Townlhend,  the  mafler 
general  of  the  ordnance,  ordered  the  eftablifh- 
ment  (the  expence  of  which  was  then  2^o\.pet 
annum  lefs  than  at  prefent),  to  be  reduced.  But 
it  has  fince,  by  his  fucceffor  the  duke  of  Rich- 
mond, been  thought  neceffary  to  be  encreafcd. 

Ancient  State  and  Representation.  This 
town,  which  is  the  moft  principal  in  the  Ifle  of 
Shepey,  has  the  greateft  claim  to  antiquity.  Its 
caftle  was  eredled  fo  early  as  Edw.  III.  who  is 
faid,  likewife,  to  have  built  the  town  in  honour 
of  his  queen.  The  caftle  appears  to  have  been 
credled  nor  only  for  defence,  but  as  a  place  of 
refuge  whenever  the  inhabitants  were  invaded. 

The 
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The  caftle  becoming  ruinous,  was  repaired  by 
Hen.  VIII.  who,  at  the  fame  time,  caufed  block- 
houfes  to  be  eredted  along  the  fea  coall.  This 
town  feems  to  have  been  one  of  thofe  that  were 
not  fuffered  to  exercife  the  firft  right  of  citizens, 
that  of  fending  reprefentatives  to  parliament,  un-i 
til  royalty  chofe  to  extend  to  them  the  privilege* 
And  this  efTential  franchife  to  the  liberty  of  the 
fubjed  was  not  allowed  to  the  inhabitants  until 
the  1 2th  Eliz. 

CoRPORATioir.  The  burgeffes  were  firft  in- 
corporated by  Edw.  III.  who  granted  to  them 
the  privilege  of  choofing,  annually,  a  mayor  and 
two  bailiffs.  The  prefent  corporation  was  efta- 
blifhed  by  a  charter  of  Charles  I.  and  conlifts  ot 
a  mayor,  four  jurats,  and  two  bailiffs,  a  confta- 
ble,  town-ferjeant,  and  a  water-bailiff.  It  has 
likewife  the  cognizance  of  pleas. 

Right  of  Election.  The  right  of  eledion 
has  never  been  difputed  in  parliament.  But  in 
1729,  it  was  agreed  to  be  in  the  mayor,  jurats, 
bailiffs,  and  burgeffes. 

Returning  Officer — The  Mayor. 

Patrons— Ordnance  and  Admiralty. 

Number 
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Number  of  voters.  Before  Mr.  Crewe's  bifl^ 
there  were  152  ;  but  21  being  difqualified  by 
that  bill,  there  are  only  131.  At  prefcm^  out  of* 
131  perfons  entitled  to  vote  for  this  borough,  23 
bold  places  under  the  ordnance,  and  1 1  under  the 
admiralty,  of  whofe  fituations  and  emoluments 
we  have  here  annexed  a  corre£l  account. 
There  are  alfo  7  officers  in  the  navy,  i  in  the 
artillery,  and  14  or  15  ordnance  labourers  on  the 
gun-wharfs  at  Sheernefs  and  Purfleet.  In  time  of 
war  the  ordnance  intereft  is  confiderably  encreaf- 
cd  by  the  employment  of  Queenborough  bbatSj 
and-extra  d^  for  carrying  florcs. 


List* 
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List  or  places 

Under  the  Ordnance  and  Navy  Boards,  held  by 
Freemen  df  Q^eenborough^  with  their  Ail-  . 
hual  Salaries,  and  the  Number  of  Freemen 
holding  theni  refpeftively  under  the  Ordnance. 
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I 
I 


I 
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I 
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1 
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Names  of  Places. 


1^ 


Pu  r veyor  of  Shipping    —  — 

Storekeeper  at  Sheernefs  100  o  6 
And  Barrack  Mailer,  at 

3  J. /^>- day    -    -    -  54  I2  o 


^/ift,  Salarief* 


1^>«^BM 


170    o  o 


Clerk  of  the  Survey  it  Woolwich 
Clerk  of  the  Checque  at  Sheemefs 
Clerk  of  the  Survey  at  Chatham 
Clerk  in  the  Clerk  or  the  Checque's 

office,  at  Sheernefi  -  -  - 
Overfeer  of  Labourers  at  Sfieer- 

nefs,at3J.  6d.p^rday  ^  -  -. 
Sluice  Mafters,  at.  2  j.  per  day 

each      -      -    -    *    -     ^ 
Wharf-man  at  the  Tower,  at  2  s^ 

per  d^y  -  -  1.  -  -  -  * 
Gunner  at  Sheernefs  -  -  ...  - 
Mafter  of  a  Gun-Hoy  at  160  /.  per 

ann^  for  himfelf,  and  to  find 

three  men  when  on  fervice  — 


rVOXr.     II* 


Carried  over  -  « 
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t54  11    o 

100  o  o 
80  o  o 

130  Q  O 

50  o  o 
6^   14  o 

r 

72  16  o 

36  80 

21   O  O 

160  o  o 
938  to  o 


2^0  LANCi(ST^ft   COl^NTY. 

man  military  ways  that  enter  it,  one  from  W^s 
morelandj  and  the  other  from  Yorkfhire.    Under 
the  Saxon  heptdrchy  it  became  fubjed  to  the 
kings  of  Northumberland.    King  Edward  IIL 
made  it  a  County  palatine,  in  favour  of  his  fon 
John  of  Gaunt,  and  it  has  (lill  a  court,  which  fits 
in  the  duchy  chamber  at  Weftihinfter,  and  takes 
cognizance  of  all  caufes  that  any  way  concern  the 
revenue  belonging  to  that  duchy ;  the  chief  judge 
of  which  is  the  chancellor  of  the  duchy,  who  is 
aflifted  and  attended  by  the  attorney-general,  the 
receiver*general,  the  auditor  of  the  north  and 
fouth  parts  of  the  duchy,  the  king's  feijeaiit  and 
council,  the  fecretary,  deputy-clefk  and  regifter, 
an  uiher,  deputy  uflieri  and  meflenger ;  as  alfo  a 
court  of  chancery,  appointed  to  hear  and  deter- 
mine all  caufes,  according  to  fome  peculiar  cuf^* 
toms  ufed  among  themfelves,  which  is  held  at 
Prefton.     The  chancellor  is  chief  judge  of  this 
court  alfo,  and  has  proper  officers  under  him, 
fuch  as  a  vice^-chancellorj  an  attomtfy-general, 
chief  clerk,  regifter  and  examiner;  fiveattornies 
and  clerks,  a  prothonotary  and  his  deputy,  and 
clerks  of  the  crown  and  peace. 

From  the  time  that  LancaAirc  was  iiiade  a 
county  palatine,  the  town  of  Lalxcafter  gave  the 


lANCASTtli*  l8t 

title  of  duke  td  a  branch  of  the  royal  fEmily,  till 
the  union  of  the  houfes  of  York  and  Lancafter^ 
by  the  marriage  of  king  Hen.  VIL  of  the  Lancaf. 
ter  line,  with  Elixaheth,  heireis  of  the  houfe  of 
York. 

This  county  is  divided  into  fix  hundreds^ 
has  no  city,  and  only  twcntyrfeven  market  towns, 
it  lies  in  the  province  of  York  and  diocefe  of 
Chefter,  and  contains  fixty-three  parifhes,  which 
gre,  in  general,  much  larger  than  thofe  of  any 
other  county  in  England,  and  very  populous ;  foi 
which  reafon  there  are  many  chapels  in  the  coun<^ 
ty,  feveral  of  which  are  as  large  as  pari{hchurches« 
It  fends  fourteen  members  to  parliament,  two 
knights  of  the  ihire,  and  two  reprefentatives  foff 
^ach  of  the  following  boroughs.  Lsncafter,  Li^ 
yerpool,  Preftoil,  Newton,  Wigan,  and  Clithero, 


LANCASTER, 

Political  Character,    The  carl  of  Lon£t 
dale  has  attempted,  for  thefe  thvee  laft  parlia^ 
pients,  to  bring  this  town  within  the  vortex  of  his 
parliamentary  in|tereft,but  he  has  been  always  foiU 
fd  by  a  great  majority.   It  cpntaini^at.(his.  time, 

«bo^t 


tSa  XANCASTBt. 

nbout  1 1 60  houfes,  and  {omewhere  about  i6oG| 
families.  At  the  laft  eledion  i8cx)  voted,  700  of 
of  whom  only  live  in  Lancafter.     By  the  charter^ 

r 

freemen  only  have  a  vote ;  but  the  inoft  glar^ 
ing  corruption  lies  in  making  thofe  freemenu 
A  freeman's  fon,  or  a  freeman's  apprentice,  with-, 
in  the  borough,  is  entitled  to  take  up  his  free- 
dqm  whenever  he  pleafes,  on  paying  into  the 
)iands  of  the  mayor  or  bailiff  1 1.  7s.  6d.  Thi.i( 
fum  is  mofl-  generally  paid  by  the  oppofing  caUr 
didates^  and  the  gr^atefl  number  of  freemen,  thus^ 
ipade,  turns  the  fcaje  pf  the  ele6lion.  Hence,  a^ 
ih)p-building  and  the  jpabiqet  bufinefs  are  the 
pn^y  ni^nufadlories  the^e,  he  who.  has  moft  (hips; 
to  build  Of  repair,  or  he  who  will  lay  out  a  few 
hundred^  in  mahogany  furniture,  is  moil  like-. 
]y  to  carry  his  eledtion.  The  journeymen  ajt  a( 
thecommatyl  of  their  mailers;  they  get  intoxi-. 
^ated  during  the  canvas,  and  having  5s.  to  eat 
and  drink  on  thedayofpledlipn^  they  give  a  (hout^ 
and  go  quietly  to  work  again.  Th?  revenue  of- 
ficers are  about  twenty-fiye,  but  many  of  then^ 
are  not  freemen,  and  therefore  had  no  voxes.  The 
i^umbcrs  at  the  Jaft  eledlion  on  tl^e  poll  \^erc,  fojf 
Sir  G.  Warren,  Bart.  1015 
John  Dent,  Efq.        .       1012 

Richard  Penn,  Efq.  453 

Ann 


^v 


LANCASTEIt.  iSj 

Ancient  State.     Lancafter  town  derived  its 
name  from  the  river  Lon,  or  Lun,  on  which  it  is 
$cated»  it  being  called  by  the  inhabitants  Loncafl- 
ter.  It  is  fituated  near  eight  miles  to  the  north  of 
Garftang,  eighty-nine  miles  weft  of  York,  fixty- 
cight  fouth  of  Cariifle,  and  two  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-two  northi-north-wcft  of  London.     It  was  a 
Roman  ftatiqn,  and  is  the  ancient  Longovicum 
jncntionc4  in  the  Itinerary  of  Antoninus,  where 
the  Roman  lieutenant  of  Britain  kept  in  garrifon 
a  company  called  the  Longovici.     Several  uten« 
(lis  viled  in  facfiiice^  and  a  variety  of  Roman 
coins^  have  been  dug  up  here  j  and  on  the  ftcep. 
eft  fide  of  the  hill,  near  the  church,  hangs  a  piece 
of  an  old   Roman  wall,  now  called  WerywalL 
The  ancient  town  indeed  was  not  exadlly  upoii 
the  fame  fpot  on  which  Lancafter  now  ftands; 
for  the  old  Longovicum  being  deftroycd  by  the 
Scots  in  the  year  .1321^,  the  new  town  was  built 
nearer  the  river,  and  is  in  a  fine  iituation,  hav- 
ing a  profped  over  the  harbour  and  country^ 
The  caftle  is  thought  to  be  one  of  the  fineft  mo- 
numents of  antiquity  that  this  kingdom  caaboaft 
of;  for  the  ditch  was  made  by  the  command  of 
the  emperor  Adrian,  in  the  year  124,  and  a  gar- 
lifon  was  placed,  here  by  himj  who,  for  their  bet* 

ter 


1^4  LANCASTEB. 

ter  fecuricy,  ere&ed  a  tower  towards  the  weft.  Ii^ 
the  year  305,  Conftantioe  Chlorus,  father  of  Coiw 
flantine  cbe  Great,  built  another  hs^ndfome  tower 
facing  tho  town,  both  of  which  are  now  ftanding. 
After  the  Norman  conqueft,  this  cadle  wa^  confix 
derably  enlarged ;  and  John^  earl  of  Moreton  ai^d 
Lancafter^  contributed  the  mod  to  its  grandeur^ 
by  eredting  the  beautiful  tower,  now  called  the 
Gatehoufe.     Afterwards,  when  he  was  king,  he 
gave  audience  in  it  to  the  French  ambafladors, 
smd  alio  here  received  homage  from  Alexander^i 
king  of  the  Scots,  whom  he  had  vanquifhed.    It 
4«at  prefent  the  county  jail,  and  the  afiizes  have* 
been  held  in  it  near  five  hundred  years.     On  the 
top  of  this  caftle  there  is  a  fquare   tower,  called 
John  of  Gaunt's  chair,  where  ^hcre  is  a  beautiful 
and  extenfive  profpedl  of  the  adjacent  country^ 
and  of  the  fea.     Here  is  but  one  church,  which 
is  a  handfome  ftrudlure  with  a  fquare  tower,  and 
ftands  on  the  ytxy  top  of  the  caftle  hill.    Here, 
arealfoacuftom-houfe,  andaftone  bridge  of  five, 
^rches  over  the  river  Lon ;    but  the  port  is  fo 
choaked  with   fand,  that  it  will  not  admit  of 
Ihips  of  any  confidcrable  burden.     It  has^  how^ 

ever,  fome  trade  to  America,  in  which  veffels  of 

.       .  . « 

fcyenty  tons  burden  are  employed,  and  the  inha-* 

bitan^ 


i:,ANCASTBS,  |84 

fiitants  export  thither  hardware  and  woollen  ma^ 
pufa<5hjre ;  but  they  would  probably  have  inore 
tirade,  if  the  country  about  it  was  not  (6  thinljf 

'  •  ' 

peopled,  on  account  of  its  barrennefs,  which  oc^ 
calions  the  demand  for  fugaf  s  apd  other  commo-. 
dities  brought  back  from  America  to  be  but 
fmall.  Gamden  informs  us,  that;  in  his  time, 
the  town  was  not  populous,  and  that  the  inhabi-. 
^nts  were  all  hufbandmen  ;  but  at  prefcnt  the 
cafe  is  much  altered,  it  being  well  inhabited,  s^nd 
^thriving  place, 

• 

It  is  worthy' of  remark,  that  earl  Rogers,  of 
Poidticrs,  in  the  year  1094,  gave  the  church  of  St, 
Mary  at  Lancalter,  with  fome  lands  here,  to  the 
^bbey  of  St.  Martin  de  Sagiq,  or  Sees,,  in  Nor- 
fnandy ;  upon  which  a  prior  and  five  |>enedi6tine 
inonks  from  thence  were  placed  at  Lancafter, 
who  with  three  priefts,  two  clerks  and  fervants, 
fnade  up  a  fmall  monaftery,  fubordinate  to  the 
foreign  hdufe,  which  was  endowed  with  the  year-' 
Jy  revenue  of  about  80 1.  After  the  diflblution  of 
glien  priories,  this,  with  the  lands  belonging  to 
it,  was  annexed  by  Henry  V.  to  Sion  abbey  in 

There  was  a  Francifcan  convent 

near 
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near  the  bridge,  but  we  are  not  informed  of  any 
particulars  concerning  it. 

Here  was  likewife  a  houfe  of  Dominican,  or 
Black  friars,  founded  by  Sir  Hugh  Harrington^ 
Jcnight,  about  the  fourth  year  of  king  Henry  III. 
and  alfo  an  hofpital  dedicated  to  St.  Leonard,  for 
a  mafter,  chaplain,  and  nine  poor  perfons,  three  of 
whom  were  to  be  lepers^  This  was  founded  by 
king  John  while  he  was  earl  of  Morton ;  but 
Henry  duke  of  Lancafter,  in  about  the  thirtieth 
year  of  the  reign  of  Edvv.  III.  annexed  it  tQ  the 
jiunnery  of  Seton  in  Cumberland. 

This  borough,  which  was  fo  made  in  the  4th 
of  Richard  I.  having  fent  members  the  ^jd,  26ch^ 
33d,  and  35th  ofEdw.  I. ;  8th  ^nd  19th  of  Edw. 
II.;  and  ift,  ^d,  3d,  and  4th  of  Edw.  III.  ^ 
ceafed  fending  till  Edw.  Vlth's.  time,  when  it 
"was  reftored,  with  Prefton,  Wigan,  ^nd  I^ivcr-. 
pool. 

Corporation.     Confifts  of  a  mayor,  8^  recor^ 

der,  twelve  aldermen,   two  bailiffs,   12  capital 

burgeffes,  1 2  common  burgcflcs,  a  town  clerK^ 

and  (wo  ferjeants  a(  mace. 

King 


PRESVON.  |g« 

King  John  confirmed  to  the  buigeflc^  all  the 
liberties  he  had  granted  to  thofe  of  the  city  of 
Briftol ;  and  king  £dw.  III.  granted  tq  the  mayor 
^nd  bailiffs^  the  privilege  of  having  the  plea^ 
^nd  fe^ions  held  here>  and  no  where  elfe  in  the 
(country.  This  town  has  given  the  title  of  dukQ 
(o  many  branches  of  the  royal  faniily. 

Right  of  Election— -by  the  charterjsia  th^ 
freemen, 

Number  op  voters.     ^8oo.' 
RiTURifiNQ  QFFiCEH.      The  MajTOT  itnd  twq 
Miffs, 


PRESTON, 

Political  Character.  A  queftion  has  beeq 
gt  iffue  for  near  a  century  and  a  half.  Whethe? 
jhe  right  of  ele^ion  for  this  borough  was  in  th^ 
In-burgcffes  of  the  laft  guild,  and  thofe  admitted 
(ince  by  copy  of  court-rQlI,  or  in  the  inhabitant^ 
pof-wallers  ? 

This  queftion  has  come  twice  before  the  houfe 
ftf  fpmmons,  preyious  to  (he  pafEng  of  the  Gren^ 

yille 


f89  bxe^ton; 

vHle  zd:,  firft  on  the  iBth  of  December,  i66i| 
.  fecondly,  on  the  29th  of  November,  1768  ;  and 
twice  more  fince  the  paffing  of  that  ad.  Fir(l» 
ixpDi>  the  petition  of  John  Fenton  Cawthorne, 
£fq.  againfl  lieutenant  general  Burgoyne,  and 
Sir  H.Hoghton,  in  1730;  and  again  upon  the 
petition  of  Michael  Angelo  Taylor,  jpUq.  againft 
the  fame  fittipg  members^  ){)  }784»  il\  9\\  of 
-which  cafes  ^t  was  determined,  that  the  right  of 
(Ie6lion  was  in  the  inhabitants  at  large^ 

This,  is  9  large  and  populous  town.  The 
fcaii  of  Derby  has  a  very  handfome  houfe  here, 
and  has  fufiicient  influence  to  return  pne  of  iu 
members  ;  the  other  feat  is  generally  carried  by 
|he  difjTenting  ipterelt. 

ANCiEiirT  State,  Prefton,  which  is  an  abbre^ 
Viatioh  of  Prieftrtown,  was  fq  called  from  its  be- 
ing inhabited  by  a  great  number  of  religious,  and 
is  a  large  handfome  borough,  feated  on  a  de- 
lightful eminence  on  the  north  fide  of  the  river 
Jlibble,  over  which  is  a  fine  ftone  bridge,  and 
was  incorporated  by  king  Henry  IL  It  rofe  out 
of  the  ruins  of  Ribchefter,  now  a  village,  but  ajn-. 
ciently  a  very  confiderable  city  in  the  neighbour- 
)iood^  and  is  a  place  of  relidencc  for  the  officer* 

belongingj^ 


t>elonging  to  the  chancery  of  the  county  f)aiatinc* 
-The  duke  of  Hamilton  Was  routed  here,  when  he 
brought  an  army  from  Scotland  to  affift  king  Cha. 
I,  as  were  likewife  the  Engliih  rebels  in  the  year 
1715,  who  had  taken  arms  againft  king  George  I. 
.  when  the  forces  belonging  to  the  king  were  obli- 
ged to  fet  fire  to  the  houfes  in  order  to  diflodge 
the  rebels,  who  fired  on  them  from  the  roofs  and 
windows ;  but  the  town  was  afterwards  amply  re« 
compenfed  by  the  government  for  the  damage 
the  inhabitants  had  fuftained  :  after  which  the 
town  rofe  more  beautiful  than  before.  This 
happened  on  the  12th  of  November,  1715^011 
the  very  day  that  the  Scotch  rebels  were  routed 
in  Scotland* 

This  borough,  which  was  lb  made  by  Hen.  IL 
having  fent  members  to  parliament  in  the  ^%\, 
«6th,  33d,  and  35th  of  Edw.  I.  and  in  the  ift  of 
Edw.  II.  intermitted  fending  till  Edward  VL 
when  it  was  reftored. 

Corporation.  '  It  is  governed  by  a  mayor^ 
recorder,  aldermen,  four  under  aldermen,  fei^ert-* 
teen  common  council-men,  and  a  town-clerk* 

lUCHT 


RIGHT    OF    ELECTION. 

t66i,  1 8th  December.     All  the  inhabitant 
have  voices  in  the  eledion. 

1 768,  ^gth  November.     Not  to  admit  fcounfcl 
'  to  produce  evidence,  iii  order  to  (hew  that  the 
right  of  eledlion  for  the  faid  borough  vas  in  all 
the  inhabitants^  according^o  the  laft  determina- 
tion of  the  houfe,  or  that  the  words,  **  all  the  in- 

> 

**  habitants,"  mentioned  in  the  faid  determina- 
tion of  the  houfe,  mean  only,  *'  fuch  in-burgefleft 
**  of  the  laft  guild,  or  thofe  admitted  fihce  bjr 
copy  of  court-roll,  as  are  inhabitants  of  the 
place,''  but  all  the  inhabitants  at  large; 


<c 

<c 


Number  of  voters — 600. 
Returning  officers — The  mayor  and  twd 
bailiffs* 
Patron — The  carl  of  Derby* 


LIVERPOOL,  LEVERPOOL,  or  LIRPObLi 

Political   Character.    This   great   com- 
mercial town  h  entirely  free,  both  from  arifta-^ 
cratical  and  miniflerial  influence.    Previous  td 
the  reign  of  Charles  IL  the  freemen  at  large! 
3  exercifed 


LIVEK^OOt.  ^9^ 

excrcifcd  the  right  of  chuiing  their  ovm  inayor^ 
aldermen,  and  ccmimon  council,  as  in  the  city  of 
London,  but  fince  that  time  the  body  corporate 
have  alTumed  the  power  of  filling  up  all  \Zm 
canciesi  without  their  will  and  approbation* 
They  have  now,  however,  re  fumed  their  righi^ 
which  had  been  fo  arbitrarily  and  illegally  with« 
held  from  them,  and  have,  on  St.  Luke's  day 
laft,  chofen  their  own  mayor.  At  the  laft  gene- 
ral election,  adminiftration  and  oppoiition  uni^ 
ted  their  forces  in  the  perfons  of  lord  Penrhyn 
and  Mr.  Bamber  Gafcoigne, ,  but  the  indepen^ 
dent  freemen  beheld  this  unnatural  union  with 
that  deteflation  which  it»  deferved,  and  refolved 
inflantly  to  crufti  this  monftrous  produdion  at 
its  birth.  The  gallant  colonel  Tarlcton  was,  in 
his  abience,  propofed  by  them  as  a  proper  perfon 
to  fupport  their  own  dignity  and  real  confe-. 
quence,  and  to  withftand  the  formidable  junc- 
tion ;  and  the  fucccfs  which  he  met  with  at  the 
poll,  (hewed  him  not  unworthy  of  the  diftin- 
guifhed  honor  they  intended  him : 

The  numbers  on  the  poll  were,    for 
Banaftre  Tarlcton,  Efq.       1257 
Bamber  Gafcoigne  887 

'    Lord  Penrhyn  716 


1^2  inrERi»ooi; 

Henry  Blukdel^  Efq.  the  prefdnt  ixtayd!i 
ivho  was  eleded  to  that  office  by  the  freemen  al 
laxge^  ha&  taken  polTeifion  of  the  town  treafuiyj 
and  thereby  pi-evented  the  corporation  from 
fupporting  their  afluined  claims  at  the  expence 
of  the  publit  chamber.  The  legal  decifion  of 
this  queflion  is  of  the  firfl:  importance  to  every 
corporate  city  and  town  in  the  kingdom^  as  its 
will  determine  whether  a  large  community  is  to 
be  governed  by  a  felf-cleded  junto,  or  by  a  ma-» 
giftracy»  who  are  to  derive  their  authority  from 
the  voice  of  the  people^ 

AkcieStt  Sf  ate.  This  town,  which  is  feated 
on  the  eaft  bank  of  the  river  Merfey,  and 
fecms  to  have  been  very  inconfidefable  in  for« 
mer  times,  is  fcarce  mentioned  in  hiftory,  ex-i 
cept  when  prince  Rupert  took  it  by  ftorm  in  the 
great  rebellion,  as  he  was  marching  to  the  relief 
of  that  illuftrious  heroine  the  countefs  of  Dcrby^ 
then  befieged  in  Latham^houfe  by  the  parfia-J 
ment  forces.  But  within  theft  fifty  years,  it 
hath  increafcd  fo  prodigioufly  in  trade,  that  it  is 
now  fayi  to  be  the  greateft  fea-port  in  England^ 
except  London,  it  being  thought  to  exceed 
even  Briftoh    The  merchants  here  tracJe  fo  all 

partly 


piuttB,  except  Turkey  and^  die  Eaiil^Ixidies  |  bot 
their  moft  beneficial  trade  is.  to  Guinea  and  the 
Weft«-Indics»  by  which  many  have  faifed  great 
fortunes*  The  increafe  of  its  trade  for  a  century 
padk  cannot  be  better  afcertained^  than  by  a  vicv 
of  the  great  number  of  (hips  belonging  to  the 
town,  or  which  have  been  cleared  out  at  the 
port,  for  any  two  years  at  fome  coniiderable  dis- 
tance of  time.  In  1 565,  the  trade  of  the  place 
feems  to  have  been  carried  on  folely  by  their 
own  fhips  and  boats,  of  which  they  had  twelve^ 
that  in  the  whole  amounted  to  no  more  than 
two  hundred  and  twenty-three  tons,  and  em->. 
ployed  but  feventy-five  (eamen. 

Th£  Exchange,  which  coft  30,0001.  is  ere^ed 
on  the  fpot  where  the  town^houfe  Rood,  ac 
the  top  of  Water-^ftreet,  and  is  a  grand  edifice 
of  white  ftone,  built  in  the  form  of  a  fquare* 
round  which  are  piazzas  for  the  merchants  to 
walk  in.  Above  (lairs  are  the  mayor's  offices^ 
the  feflions4iall,  the  council^hamber,  and  two 
elegant  ball-rooms. 

The  cultom-houfe  is  a  neat  building  of  brick 
and  ftone^  fituated  at  the  head  of  one  of  the 
docks.    There  are  three  large  and  commodious 

Vol.  IL  O  docks. 
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docks^  fecured  by  iron  gates,  through  which 
(hips  fail,  on  their  coming  to  the  town*  In 
thefe  docks  they  lie  clofe  to  the  (hore,  and  land 
their  goods  with  the  greateft  £icility ;  and  the 
gates  being  fhut,  they  are  fecured  from  winter 
ftorms.  Thei^  is  alfo  a  new  playhoufe  in 
Drury-Iane,  where  players  perform  in  the  fum« 
ner  feafon. 

This  town,  which  contains  four  livings,  was 

once  in  the  parifh  of  Walton,  but  is  now  fe- 

parated    from    it    by  adt  of  parliament,    not- 

withftanding  which  it  pays  to  the  re£lor  forty 

ihillings  per  annum  i   two  of  thefe  livings  arc 

in  the  gift  of  the  corporation,  and  the  chaplains 

have  each  120I.  a  year;  the  other  two  are  a  joint 

redtory,  alfo  in.  the  gift  of  the  corporation,  with 

two  reftors,  who  have  each  150 1.  per  annum,  and 

officiate  at  them  alternately ;  they  have  likewife 

furplice  fees  of  the  whole  town ;  fees  are  alfo 

paid  to  the  minifters  who  do   the  duty  of  the 

other  churches.    An  a<il  was  pailed  a  few  years  ago, 

to  enable  the  inhabitants  to  build  two  churches 

more,  one  of  which  was  foon  after  begun  near 

the  Ladies  Walks,  a  very  pleafant  place,  which 

commands  a  fine  view  of  the  river  and  the  Che- 

ihirc  Ihore. 
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This  town  fent  members  23  and  35  Edward  I, 
but  made  no  other  return  till  the  reign  of 
Edward  VI. 

Corporation.  It  is  governed  by  a  mayor, 
annually  chofen  on  St.  Luke's  day,  a  recorder, 
and  common  council  of  forty-^ne,  including  the 
mayor,  recorder,  and  town  clerk. 

Whoever  has  borne  thd  office  of  mayor  is  af^ 
terwards  Ityled  an  alderman. 

RiGHt  OF  fixECTioN — 1729,  ^th  Matcb.  Wa^ 
agreed  by  thcncounfel  on  both  fides  to  be  in  the 
mayor,  bailiffiji  and  freemen  of  the  faid  borough, 
and  not  reccif  fiig  alnfs* 

Number  opjw)ters— 2|iio. 

Returning  OFrrcERs-*-thc  tnayor  and  two 

baililTs* 

CLlTHEROE, 

PoLiTicAi.  Character.  A  refolUtion  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  having  veftcd  the  right  of 
claaion  for  this  borough  in  a  peculiar  kind  of 
burgage  tenure,  the  real  number  of  which  is 
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fi6t  more  than  forty-^two,  a  conteft  has  (ubfiited 
for  many  yeirs  between  Thomas  Lifter^  Eiq« 
\¥ho  is  in  the  intereft  o(  oppolition,  and  Afhetoit 
Curzon,  Efq.  who  efpoufes  that  of  adminiftra- 
tion;  the  former  was  fuccefsful  at  the  eledtions  of 
I780  and  17^4,  but  the  parties  have  fince  found 
it  conyenient  to  compromife  their  interells^  and 
each  to  fend  one  member^ 

Ancient  State. — ^This  borough^  which  is  an* 
cient  by  prefcriptiot^  is  (ituated  on  the  river 
Ribble,  not  far  from  its  fource^  at  the  foot  of 
Pendle-hill,  which  rifes  to  a  great  height.  It 
had  formerly  a  caftle  at  the  bottom  of  Pendle* 
hill^  built  about  the  year  1178^  by  Robert  de 
Lacy^  lord  of  the  honour  of  Pontefradj  and  the 
fourth  defcendant  from  liberty  who  came  in 
with  William  the  Conqueror. 

The  firfl  return  for  this  place  was  1  Eliza- 
beth. 

« 
The  cledors  of  this  borough  haVe  the  name 

^butgcfles,  though  it  has  no  coqxmtion. 

RiOH* 


WW  AM.  l$7 

Right  of  EtpoTjON — i6^U  4lh  Feljruvy,  is 
in  fuch  freeholders  only»  su  have  eft%tes  for  Uff» 
or  in  fee 

Number  of  voters — ^41. 
Returning  officers    Two  bailifis. 
Patrons— Thomas  lifter,  £f(|#  an4  Aflieton 
Curzon^  £fq. 


WIGAN. 

PotlTicAL  Character.  TTic  redlor  of  this 
parlfti  is  always  lord  of  the  manor.  There 
U  no  determination  of  the  houfe  refpedting  the 
right  of  eledion,  but  it  is  underftood  to  be 
prefcriptively  in  the  free  burgeflcs.  It  has  two 
charters,  one  given  it  by  queen  Eliasabeth^  and 
the  other  by  Charles  IL  which  empowers  it  t^ 
choofe  a  mayor,  recorder,  twelve  aldermen,  and 
two  bailiffs,  and  to  appoint  a  fword  and  mace 
bearer.  The  influence  at  prefent  is  in  Sir 
Henry  Bridgeman,  Bart,  and  the  Rev.  Mr* 
Cotes,  redlor  of  the  parifh.  Infignificant  as  this 
borough  may  appear,  (the  number  of  voters  not 
exceeding  200)  it  coft  the  late  George  Byng, 
Efq.  aPjOOO  1.  in  oppofing  the  intereft  of  the  earl 

of 


of  Lonfdale^  whofe  candidate  at  that  time  was 
Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  afterwards  lord  Grantlcy, 

Ancient  State.  "JVigan,  which  is  plea- 
fantly  featcd  near  the  fource  of  thcv  river  Dpw- 
glafs,  was  eredled  into  a  corporation  by  charters 
granted  by  queen  Elizabeth  and  kin^  Charles  1|* 

This  place  having  fent  to  parliament  13  and 
35  Edw.  I.  made  no  other  returij  rill  i  Edw-  VL 

Corporation.  It  is  governed  by  a  mayor, 
recorder,  twelve  aldermen,  two  bailiffs,  and  ^ 
jfword  and  mace-bearer.  By  charter  of  27  Eliz. 
^nd  18  Charles  IL 

Right  of  election.  There  is  nq  refplution 
pf  the  houfe  refpefUng  the  right  of  eledlion,  but 
it  is  fuppofed  to  be  in  the  free  burgefles. 

* 

Number  of  voters — About  aoo. 
Returning  officer — The  Mayor. 
Patrons— Sir  Henry  Bridgeman,  Bart,  and 
the  Rev,  Mr.  Cotes. 
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NEWTON. 

Political  Character.  The  right  of  clcc^ 
tion  in  this  borough  is  in  the  fleward  of  the  lord 
of  the  manor,  the  bailiff  and  burgeffes,  M^ho  de- 
rive their  privileges  from  prefcription.  The 
lord  of  the  manor  is  Thomas  Peter  Legh,  Efq. 
of  Lyme,  in  this  county,  who  has  the  abfolute 
control  of  thefe  eledlors,  as  well  as  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  returning  officer. 

Ancient  State.  Newton  is  an  ancient  bo- 
rough by  prefcription ;  the  firft  return  of  mem-? 
bers  being  in  i  Elizabeth. 

Corporation.  It  is  governed  by  a  ftcward, 
bailiffs  and  burgeifes. 

Right  of  Election. — There  is  no  refolu- 
tion  of  the  houfe  refpeding  the  right  of  eledlion, 
but  it  is  fuppofed  to  be  in  the  free  burgefTes. 

Number  op  Voters — ^About  36. 
Returning  Officers— Steward  of  the  lord  of 
the  manor,  and  the  bailiff. 

Patron— Thomas  Peter  Lcgh,  E(q, 

LEICESTER^ 
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LEICESTERSHIRE, 

PoLiTicAi-  Character, 

X  HE  duke  pf  Rutland,  from  his  landed  pro* 
perty,  and  perfonal  connedtions  in  this  countXi 
returns  one  of  its  members,  —  His  grace  au 
tempted  to  bring  in  both,  but  in  this  he  wa« 
defeated  by  the  independent  party,  who  at  tha( 
cledion  fucceeded  in  the  choice  of  th^ir  own 
reprefentative.  The  duke*s  intereft  returned  one 
of  the  members,  and  that  of  the  independent 
party  the  other,  at  the  lad  general  elc^ion. 

Ancient  State.  This  county,  which. vas 
called  by  the  Saxons  Ledcefterfcyre,  reoeivcc} 
its  name  from  Leicefter,  the  county  town,  and 
was  anciently  inhabited  by  the  Coritaaa^  if^ho 
were  Ukewife  pollefled  of  Northamptonfliire  and 
Ruclandlhire,  and  fepara ted. from  Warwtckihire 
by  the  old  military  way,  called  Watling-ftreet- 
In  the  time  of  the  Saxons  it  formed  a  part  of 
the  kingdom  of  Mercia,  but  after  the  diflblutioa 
pf  the  heptarchy,  it  becj^me  a  county  of  itfelt 

LEICESTER 
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LEICESTER  TOWN. 

PoiiTiCAt  Character.  This  town  having 
derived  great  advantages  from  the  fuccefs  of  its 
manufadurcs,  and  the  right  of  eledUon  being  in 
the  freemen  at  large^  and  inhabitants  paying  Icot 
and  lot^  is  therefore  neither  under  the  immediate 
influence  of  ariftocracy  nor  adminilbatioa.  A 
violent  conteft  happened  at  the  laft  general  dec* 
tion  in  I79Q»  in  which  Sanmel  Smithy  £fq.  of 
Nottingham^  and  Nathaniel  Braffey  Halhead^  £(<i# 
the  prcfent  member  for  Lymington»  were  candid 
dates  on  the  court  intereft^  and  Thomas  Booth 
Parkins^  £fq,  eldeft  fon  of  Sir  Thomas  Parkins^ 
Bart,  and  Lewis  Montilieu^  £fq*  on  that  of  op^ 
pofition.  After  a  poll  of  fevcral  days  a  coalition 
took  place  between  all  the  parties ;  Mr.  Halhead 
and  Mr*  Montilieu  agreed  to  decline^  that  ope 
of  each  party  might  b^  chofcn  without  farther 
conteft.  Such  an  attempt  to  intrude  upon  them 
two  reprefentatives,  in  open  violation  of  the  free-» 
dom  of  ele^iofi^  had  nearly  proved  fatal  to  the 
(own.  The  populace  began  to  commit  depre«p 
dations,  suul  bad  it  not  been  for  tiatc  timely  inters 
fcj^ce  of  the  military,  their  proceedings  would 

have 
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have  terminated  only  in  the  deftmdion  of  the 
place* 

Ancient  State.  This  town  received  its 
siame  from  its  being  feated  upon  the  Leir»  the 
ancient  name  of  the  river,  now  called  Soar,  the 
word  Cefter  fignifying  a  town  or  cattle.  It  is 
generally  allowed  to  have  been  the  Ratas  of 
Antoninus,  and  the  Ragae  of  Ptolemy.  It 
Hands  upon  a  branch  of  Watling-ftrect,  called 
the  Fofs  Way,  and  the  traces  of  a  Roman  wall 
quite  round,  may  in  fome  places  beftill  difcovered. 
The  Roman  town  was  two  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred feet  in  length,  and  two  thoufand  feet  in 
breadth.  It  appears,  in  the  time  of  the  Romans, 
to  have  been  a  place  of  confiderable  note,  from 
the  multitude  of  bones  of  various  bcafts,  which 
are  fuppofed  to  have  been  offered  in  facrijfice, 
and  dug  tip  in  a  part  of  the  town  ftill  called 
Holy  Bones,  where  there  are  fome  ruins  of  a 
Roman  building,  commonly  called  the  Temple 
of  Janus. 

Under  the  Saxon  heptarchy,  it  was  the  chief 
city  of  the  kingdom  of  Mercia,  and  was  then 
the  fee  of  a  bilhop ;  but  the  fee  being  removed, 
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after  the  fucceflion  of  eight  prelates,  it  fell  to 
decay ;  however,  in  the  year  914,  it  was  re- 
paired and  fortified  with  new  walls,  after  which 
it  bjecame  a  populous  and  wealthy  town ;  but  re* 
belling  againft  king  Henry  II.  it  was  befieged 
and  taken,  when  the  caflle  was  difmantled,  and 
the  walls  thrown  down.  It  is  faid  that  king 
Richard  III.  who  was  flain  in  the  battle  of  Bof- 
worth,  in  this  county,  was  interred  in  it,  and  that 
his  ftone  cofHn  was  afterwards  converted  into  a 
horfe  trough,  belonging  to  the  White  Horfe  inn 

in  thi$  town,  where  it  remained  till  a  few  years 

• 

ago,  but  is  now  deflroyed  by  time.  Before  the 
conqueft,  there  was  a  collegiate  church  within  the 
caftle ;  but,  durmg  the  wars  of  William  I,  it  was 
(demolifhed,  together  with  the  city  and  caftle, 
and  rebuilt  in  the  year  1 1 07.  by  Robert  earl  of 
Mellent  and  Leicefter,  for  a  dean  and  twelve 
prebendaries,  and  dedicated,  as  the  old  church 
was,  to  St.  Mary.  Moft  of  the  lands  ^d  tithes 
of  this  church  were  alienated  by  Robert  BofTu, 
carl  of  Leicefter,  and  annexed  to  his  new  abbey, 
in  a  meadow  at  the  other  end  of  the  town,  and 
called  St,  Mary  de  Pratis,  qr  Prex,  /.  e.  St.  Mary 
of  the  Meadow.  However,  here  continued  a. 
fj^BlA  find  feven  prebendaries,  whofe  houfe  was 
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called  the  College  of  St.  Maiy  tht  Lefi ;  but 
their  revenues  at  the  general  dilTolution  were 
only  valued  at  24 1.  13  s.  1 1  d.  a  year. 

The  above  abbey,  named  St.  Mary  de  Prez, 
and  (till  called  Leicefter  abbey,  was  founded  in 
1 1431  for  black  canons,  in  honour  of  the  a£- 
fumption  of  the  Virgin  Mary ;  and  at  the  fup^ 
preflion  of  religious  houfes  was  endowed,  ac- 
cording to  Dugdale,  with  951 1.  14s.  5  d.  a  year, 
and,  according  to  Speed,  with  1062 1. 

In  the  doomfday  book  this  town  is  ftyled  a 
city^  and  had  the  title  of  mayor  given  to  its  chief 
magiftrate  1248,  32  Henry  III.  Edward  IV,  in 
the  4th  year  of  his  reign  1464,  appointed  it  x 

■ 

recorder. 

It  had  its  charter  from  king  John,  and  its 
freemen  are  toll-free  at  all  &irs  and  markets  in 
England* 

Corporation.. — It  is  governed  by  a  mayor, 
recorder,  fteward,  bailiff,  24  aldermen,  48  com^ 
mon  councilmen,  a  town  clerk>  and  other  of^ 
liceri, 

RlGHt 
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Right  op  Election^  1705,  8th  Fei.  Such 
Freemen  as  were  made  free  at  the  chaige  of  any 
of  the  candidates^  had  not  a  right  to  vote  at  the 
laft  eledicyi  of  burgelles  to  ferve  in  parliament 
for  the  borough  of  Leicefler. 

# 

Agreed  to  be  in  the  freemen^  not  receiving^ 
alms,  and  in  the  inhabitants^  paying  fcot  and  lot$ 
but  perfons  living  in  the  borough  of  Leicefter^ 
by  certificate^  not  having  gained  a  fettlement  by 
renting  ten  pounds  per  annum,  or  ferving  in  an 
annual  office^  are  not  entitled^  by  paying  fcot  and 
lot,  to  voce. 

Number  of  Voters  on  the  poll  at  the  laft 
dedion : 

For  Thomas  B.  Parkins,  Efq.     986 
Samuel  Smith,  £fq«  803 

N.  B.  Halhead,  £fq.  55 1 

m 

Returning  officer— The  Mayor. 
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LINCOLN  COUNTY* 

Political  Character. 

-■•HIS  county^  ranking  with  Devonlhire^  in 
point  of  extent^  opulence^  and  territory^  is  not 
to  be  influenced  by  any  individual.  The  obfer- 
vations  which  we  have  made  with  refped;  to  thac^ 
will,  in  all  its  points^  be  applicable  to  this.  We 
fliall  therefore  refer  the  reader  to  the  political 
charaQer  which  we  have  given  of  that  county. 

Ancient  State.  This  is  a  large  maritime 
county,  which  received  its  name  from  the  city 
of  Lincoln,  its  capital.  It  was  called  by  the 
Saxons,  LincoUfcyre,  and  by  the  Normans^  on 
their  firft  arrival,  Nicolihire* 

In  the  time  of  the  ancient  Britons  and  Ro- 
mans, this  was  part  of  the  country  inhabited  by 
the  Coritani,  arid  from  the  remains  of  antiquity 
found  here,  it  appears  to  have  been  no  inconfi- 
derable  place  in  the  time  of  the  Romans;  there 
being  ftill  evident  traces  of  a  Roman  highway 
extending  through  the  county  from  fouth  to 
north.  Under  the  Saxons,  Lincdnfliire  belong- 
ed to  the  kingdom  of  Mercia* 
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LINCOLN  CITY. 

Political  CHAft^ACTER.  The  only  influence 
which  prevails  in  this  city^  and  that  not  abfo* 
hite^  is  that  of  lord  Delaval,  who  has  a  feat  in 
the  neighbourhood,  and  his  lordihip's  fon-in-* 
law,  John  Fenton  Cawthorne,  £fq.  the  prefeot 
recorder,  and  one  of  the  reprefentatives. 

CORRUPTION. 

The  anxiety  of  candidates  to  obtain  the 
writs  for  eledion,  is  fometimes  fo  greats  that 
large  fums  of  money  have  been  given  for  them^ 
and  the  heft  bidder  has  been  generally  the  firft 
poiTeflbr.  A  gentleman  in  office,  of  great  cha*i 
ra£ier  and  integrity,  and  on  whofe  credit  we  have 
the  (irmeft  reliance,  informed  us,  that  he  was 
prefent  when  looo  guineas  were  given. at  the 
diffolution  of  the  laft  parliament,  for  the  writ 
for  this  oity.  This  infamous  traffic  is  become 
fo  notorious,  that  the  interference  of  the  legifla- 
ture  has  lately  been  demanded  by  fome  inde* 
pendent  gentlemen  in  the  houfe  of  commons. 
We  therefore  hope  that  an  effedual  ftop  will 
be  put  to  it,  and  that  this  fpecies  of  commodity, 
Xold  by  auction,  will  no  more  be  heard  of. 

Ancient 
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Ancient  State.  This  city  was  called  hy 
the  ancient  Britons^  Lindcoit ;  by  Ptolemy  and 
Antoninus,  Lindimi;  by  the  Saxons^  Lyndo-- 
Collyne,  and  Lyndo-Cyllanceafter^  and  by  the 
Normans,  Nicbol:  from  thefe  names,  which 
are  fuppofed  to  have  originally  fignified  a  co- 
lony or  town,  feated  on  a  hill,  the  prefent  name 
is  certainly  derived. 

It  was  originally  built  in  the  form  of  a  large 
iquare;  the  fouthern  wall  ftood  upon  the  preci- 
pice or  ridge  of  the  heath,  where  it  wanted  no 
other  fortification.  Round  the  other  three 
fides  was  a  deep  trench,  which  ftiil  remainsi  ex- 
cept  on  the  fouth-eaft  angle.  This  city  was 
then  divided  into  four  equal  parts  by  two  crofs 
ftreets,  that  ran  quite  through  upon  the  cardinal 
points.  The  two  fouthern  quarters  were  taken 
up,  one  by  the  caftle,  and  the  other  by  the 
church,  afterwards  built  by  Remigius.  But 
when  Alexander  the  biihop  projeSed  a  ftru£hire 
of  much  larger  dimenfions,  the  (acred  inclo* 
fure  was  carried  beyond  the  eaftem  bounds  of 
the  city,  and  a  new  wall  built  farther  that  way, 
as  it  now  is,  with  towers  and  batdements.  One 
of  the  Roman  gates,  now  called  Newport-gatc^ 

is 
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Is  ftill  entire^  and  is  the  nobleft  piece  of  anti- 
quity of  the  kind  in  Britain. 

There  was  a  caftle>  with  many  forts,  built 
here  by  the  Romans,  and  repaired  by  the  Saxons 
and  Normans,  in  fucceeding  ages,  as  they  flood 
in  need,  from  the  various  (ieges  they  fuftained. 
The  caftle  was,  in  particular,  repaired  by  king 
William  I.  after  his  conqueft  over  king  Ha- 
rold. 

John  of  Gaunt's  palace,  below  the  hill,  was 
built  by  John  of  Gaunt>  duke  of  Lancafter,  and 
earl  of  Lincoln,  Leicefter,  and  Derby,  in  the 
reign  of  Richard  IIL  The  above  caftle  was 
his;  but  being  much  expofed  to  cold  winds,  and 
being  appropriated  to  the  public  Tervice,  and 
frequently  garrifoned,  that  prince,  probably, built 
this  place  below  the  hill  for  warmth,  and  for  the 
ufe  of  his  family  and  domeftics,  while  he  refided 
in  this  ancient  city,  where,  and  at  Bullingbroke, 
a  caftle  of  his  higiinefs's  in  this  county,  he  fpent 
great  part  of  his  latter  days  ;  he  having  married 
the  lady  Catharine  Swinford,  the  widow  of  a 
Lincolnfliire  knight. 

Vol.  II.  P  tH 
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In  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Confcffor,  the  t\iy 
is  faid  to  have  had  one  thoufand  and  feventy 
houfesj  and  in  the  time  of  the  Normans^  was  one 
^  of  the  moil  populous  cities  in  England^  and  a 
mar^for  goods  of  every  kind^  which  gave  occa-» 
fion  to  the  following  prophecy^  as  they  call  it^ 

Lincoln  was^  London  is,  and  York  {hall  be 
The  faireft  city  of  the  three. 

This  they  fuppofe  to  have  been  fulfilled  after  the 
fire  of  London,  in  1666. 

King  Edward  IIL  made  it  a  ftaple  for  wool, 
leather,  lead,  and  other  commodities.  But  af- 
terwards it  fuffered  many  calamities.  It  was 
once  burnt;  once  befieged  by  king  Stephen, 
who  was  here  defeated  and  taken  prifoner,  and 
once  taken  by  Henry  III.  from  his  rebellious 
barons. 

This  city  had  fummons,  with  London  and 
York,  to  fend  members  to  parliament  49  H.  III. 

Corporation. — It  is  governed  by  a  mayor, 
twelve  aldermen,  two  fheriffs,  a  recorder,  four 
chamberlains,  a  fword-bearer,  a  coroner,  and 
forty-eight  common  councilmen. 

This 
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IThis  City  ]s  a  county  of  itfclf^  and  has  a  vif^ 
tountial  jurifdiftion  twenty  miles  refund,  a  prU 
Vilegt  enjoyed  by  no  other  city  in  England; 
and  gives  the  title  of  earl  to  the  fimily  of  Clinton. 

Right  op  Election.  There  is  no  refolu* 
tion  of  the  houfe  refpeding  the  right  of  eIe6tion^ 
but  it  is  conceived  to  be  in  the  freemen* 

Number  of  voters — ^About  iioo. 
Returning  officers. — The  mayor  and  flie- 
fifFs. 
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Political  Character.  This  place  is  of  the 
middling  fize,  neither  coming  under  the  dcfcrip- 
tion  of  a  populous  town,  nor  degeneratihg  into  a 
rotten  borough.  The  infltiehce  over  it  is  how* 
ever  connffflete.  The  dukt  ef  Rutland  aftd  lord 
Brownlotr,  from  their  prbptrty  ih  the  town,  the 
contiguity  of  their  feats,  and  their  perfonal  in- 
tereft,  have  the  entire  command  of  its  reprefcii- 
tation. 

Ancient  Stat^.  This  ttxwn;  wftirch  is  fituated 
on  th^  rivet  Witham,  H  rich,  neat  and  pop'tiloiis, 

P  2  and 
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and  had^  in  the  year  1290^  a  houfe  of  Francifcan 
or  Grey  Friars.  It  is  of  a  very  ancient  date^ 
The  alderman  and  burgelTes  have  all  power  to 
aft  as  juftices  of  the  peace  for  the  corporation, 
and  foake  of  Grantham. 

■ 

This  borough  never  returned  to  parliament 
till  Edward  IV*s  time,  who  granted  it  all  its  pri* 
vileges  in  the  year  1463. 

Corporation — It  is  governed  by  an  ancient 
corporation,  confiding  of  an  alderman,  recorder, 
twelve  common  burgcfles,  a  coroner,  an  efchea- 
tor,  and  twelve  conftables  to  attend  on  the  court. 

Right  of  Election— 1730,  1 1  Jan.  Is  in  the 
freemen  of  the  faid  borough,  not  receiving  alms 
or  charity. 

Number  of  voters— 7400. 
Returning  officer — The  Alderman. 
Patrons — Duke  of  Rutland  and  lord  Browne- 
low. 

STAMFORD,  or  STANFORD.  . 

Political  Character.  This  town,  although 
poflefllng  chartered  privileges,  fuperior  to  any 

other 
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Other  place  in  the  kingdom,  the  city  of  London 
only  excepted,  is  not  free  from  control  in  the 
cxercife  of  its  political  franchife.  The  earl  of 
Exeter,  who  poffeflcs  the  .venerable  and  magni- 
ficent feat  of  his  anceftors,  at  Burleigh,  near  this 
town,  is  looked  up  to  by  the  corporation  and  in- 
habitants as  their  patron.  We  muft  however 
caution  our  readers  not  to  confound  the  in- 
fluence which  prevails  in  counties^  and  popular 
cities  and  towns,  with  that  which  didtates  in  U« 
mited  corporations  and  burgage  tenures,  which 
are  all  private  property,  and  what  are  termed 
rotten  boroughs,  with  only  ten  or  twelve  houfes 
in  each.  The  influence  of  the  firfl:  defcription  is  , 
only  derived  from  extenfive  property,  eminent 
perfonal  qualities,  or  from  good  neighbourhood 
and  hofpitality.  The  latter  is  of  the  authorita- 
tive kind,  and  is  maintained  by  corruption,  per* 
fecution,  and  tyranny,  and  is  carried  to  market 
as  a  faleable  commodity,  with  as  little  fecrecy  and 
caution  as  an  eftate  is  carried  to  the  hammer  at 
a  public  au(flioii. 

Ancient  State. — This  town  is  thus  called, 
from  its  ancient  Saxon  name  Stcanford.  It  is 
feated  on  the  river  Welland,  near  th^  foot  of  the 

North 
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North  Heath,  on  the  borders  pf  Lincolnfhvp, 
Northamptpnfliirc  and  Rutlandihire,  and  gives 
the  title  of  earl  tP  the  noble  fainily  of  Grey.  It^ 
firft  chartef  was  before  the  reign  pf  Ed^vaf-d  IV, 
apd  it  had  others  from  Charles  IL  and  Jame^ 
II.  but  thefe  laft  being  only  temporary,  are  ex- 
pire^l. 

Thb  inhabitants  of  this  town  havp  very  extra- 
ordinary privileges,  particularly  a  freecjom  from 
the  jurifdidtipn  of  the  (hcrifF  of  the  county,  and 
from  being  impannelled  on  juries  out  of  the 
town :  they  are  exempted  from  the  government 
of  all  lord  lieqtcnants ;  are  entitled  to  have  the 
returns  of  all  writs,  and  claim  the  privilege  of 
having  the  militia  of  the  towi>  commanded  by 
their  Qwn  officers ;  in  ihort,  the  i^iayor  being 
the  king's  lord  lieutenant,  and  ipmedijitely 
under  his  majefty's  command,  I\e  i^  efteernedjj^ 
Vithin  the  liberties  and  jurifdidlion  of  fhf  town^ 
the  fecond  man  in  the  kingdom. 

...  .  o        -     * 

Here  was  fought  the  firft  battle  between  the 
Britons  and  Saxons,  in  which  the  former  were 
entirely  routed,  and  left  their  enemies  in  the 
pofleflion  of  the  field.  In  the  reign  of  king 
Stephen  there  ftood  a  caftle  in  the  middle  of  the 
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town»  the  foundation  plot  of  which  is  faid  to 
be  ftill  vifiblc :  and  here  the  cullom  of  borough 
Englifli  ftill  fubfifts,  by  which  the  youngeft  fon 
is  his  father's  heir. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Richard  I.  the  inhabit, 
tants  of  this  town^  influenced  by  fuperftition^  fell 
upon  the  many  Jews  who  then  lived  there^  and 
barbaroufly  murdered  them. 

This  town  haying  fent  members  23,  26,  28, 
30,  33,  and  34  Edw.  I.  and  15  Edw.  II.  and 
to  a  council  11  Edw.  III.  made  no  other  re- 
turn till  Edward  IV's  reign,  who  incorporated 
it  anno  regni^  i,  1461,  under  the  government 
of  an  alderman,  which  was  by  king  Charles  IL 
anno  1 664,  changed  into  a  mayor. 

Corporation.  It  is  governed  by  a  mayor 
a  recorder^  twelve  aldermen,  a  town  clerk, 
twenty-four  capital  burgefles^  and  two  ferjeants 
at  mace. 

Right  op  Election — 1735,  ^  March,  is  in 
the  inhabitants  paying  fcot  and  lot,  and  not  re* 
ceiving  alms. 

Number  op  voters— About  500. 

Returning  officer. — The  Mayor. 

Patron — The  carl  of  Exeter. 

GREAT 
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Political  Charactfr.  This  borough  is  cn-r 
tircly  under  the  control  of  Charles  Anderfon 
Pclham^  Efq.  member  for  the  county.  A  ftrong 
oppofition  was  made  at  the  lad:  general  eledlion, 
in  1 790,  by  the  Hon.  William  Wefley  Pole,  bro- 
ther to  the  earl  of  Mornington,  one  of  the  lords 
of  the  Treafury,  and  Robert  Wood,  Efq.  aided 
by  the  weight  of  government  influence,  which 
proved  inefFec9:ual.  The  candidates  in  Mr.  Pel- 
ham's  intcreft  were  returned,  a  petition  was  pre- 
fented  by  Mr.  Pole  and  Mr.  Wood,  which  is  now 
before  the  houfe  of  commons  for  trial.  The  iflue 
is  of  little  confequence  to  the  public,  as  the  fuc- 
ccfs  of  it  would  only  be  a  transfer  of  influence 
^om  an  individual  to  the  treafury. 

Ancient  State.  This  place  is  fituate  with- 
in half  a  mile  of  the  fea,  and,  in  point  of  anti- 
quity, is  faid  to  be  the  firft,  or  at  leaft  the  fecon4 
corporation  town  in  England. 

In  this  town  was  a  Benedidtine  nunnery, 
founded  about  the  year  11 85,  and  dedicated  to 

St. 
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St.  Leonard,  in  which,  about  the  time  of  the 
fupprcffion,  were  a  priorefs,  and  feven  or  eight 
nuns;  yet  its  revenue,  according  to  Dugdale, 
amounted  only  to  lol.  a  year;  and,  according 
to  Speed,  to  i  a  I.  In  this  town  was  alfo  a  houfc 
of  Auftin  friars,  about  the  year  1304  ;  and  like- 
wife  a  convent  of  Francifcan,  or  grey  friars, 
founded  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  king 
Edward  II.  if  not  before.  The  mayor  holds  a 
court  here  every  Tuefday,  and  the  bailiffs  every 
Friday.  Here  are  feveral  ftrects  of  good  houfes. 
It  was  formerly  a  very  large  town,  and  had  two 
parifh  churches,  only  one  of  which  remains; 
but  for  largenefs,  it  is  equal  to  'mod  of  the  ca- 
thedrals in  England.  It  had  likewife  a  caftle^ 
and  a  confiderable  trade,  the  harbour  being 
then  very  commodious;  but  it  has  been  long 
choaked  up,  notwich (landing  the  road  before  it 
is  a  good  fVation  for  fhips,  that  wait  for  a  wind 
to  get  to  fea. 

This 'town  firfl:  fent  members  to  parliament 
^3  -  Edward  I.  and  was  a  mayor  town  in 
Edward  IIJ's  time. 

Corporation.  It  is  governed  by  a  mayor, 
a  high-l|eward,    a  recorder,  eleven  aldermen, 

twclvQ 
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twelve  common  councilmeiii  two  coronerSj  two 
bailifTs;!  a  town-clerk,  and  three  ferjcants  at 
mace. 

Right  or  Election.  There  is  no  refolution 
of  the  houfe  refpeding  the  right  of  eleifUon,  but 
it  is  underilood  to  be  in  the  freemen,  being  in* 
habitants* 

Number  of  voters — 75. 
Returning  officer— The  Mayor. 
Patron — Charles  Anderfon  Pclham,  Efq. 
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PdiiTicAt  Character.  This  place  is  re- 
markable for  the  many  contradidlory  refolu- 
tions  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  refpe£ling  the 
right  of  eledbion.  It  was  firft  refolved  to  be  in 
the  commonalty,  then  in  the  mayor,  aldermen, 
common  council,  and  freemen^  and  then  in  the 
freemen  paying  fcot  and  lot.  It  is  partially 
under  the  influence  of  the  duke  of  Ancafter,  . 
whofe  intereft  always  brings  in  pne  of  its  mem- 
bers.   Th?  other  feat  is  ufually  contefted.     Mr. 

Dalhoufie 
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Palhoulie  Watherftonc,  a  Scotch  gentleman,  fuc* 
ceedcd  in  1 784.  A  contcft  leqyally  violent  hap- 
pcned  at  the  laft  general  eleftion,  between  gene^ 
r^l  Smith  find  Thoip^  Fydell,  Efq,  in  which 
jhc  latter  was  fu^rcefsful,  and  the  former  peti- 
tioned. This  petition  was  afterwards  compro* 
mifed,  and  Mr.  Fydell  admitted  to  keep  his  feau 
How  far  the  ftcred  right  of  eledion  was  violated 
ii^  this  comproroife,  we  do  npt  take  upon  w  to 
ll^tefmine. 

Ancient  State.  This  town,  which  accord- 
ing to  Bede,  was  anciently  called  Botolph'« 
town,  from  St.  Botolph,  a  Saxon,  who  founded 
a  monaftcry  here,  from  which  the  town  took  its 
fife,  is  fituated  on  the  river  Witham,  which  is 
navigabje  from  hence  to  Lincoln,  and  is  built 
on  both  fides  of  the  above  river,  over  which 
there  is  a  wooden  bridge,  and  has  long  been  a 
flouriftiing  town.  It  i^  faid  to  have  been  firft 
incorporated  by  king  Henry  VIII.  and  quecnf 
^Elizabeth  gave  the  corporation  a  court  of  Ad- 
miralty, whofe  jurifdiaion  extended  over  all  the 
neighbouring  coaft.  It  appears  to  have  been 
formerly  inhabited  by  the  Romans;  for  about 

|hc  year  1716,  a  Roman  foundation  was  dug  up 

a  little 
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a  little  beyond  the  fchool^  and  near  it  fomc 
hewn  ftones  formed  a  cavity^  in  which  was  an 
urn  with  aihes  ;  a  little  pot  with  an  ear^  and  an 
iron  key  of  an  odc(  figure.  Some  time  before 
was  dug  up  in  a  garden,  an  urn  lined  with 
lead^  full  of  red  earth  and  bones. 

About  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  I.  a  fel- 
low named  Robert  Chamberlain,  at  the  head  of 
fbme  dcfperate  villains^  difguifed  like  monks 
and  priefts,  while  a  tournament  was  proclaiming 
at  Bollon  fair,  fet  the  town  on  fire  in  feveral 
places,  in  order  to  plunder  the  inhabitants  while 
they  were  removing  their  effeds,  many  of  them 
bein^  rich  merchants.  Chamberlain  was  how- 
ever taken^  and  confefling  the  fa£i,  was  executed 
for  it,  but  would  not  difcover  his  accomplices. 

This  town  fent  reprefentatives  to  three  na- 
tional councils  Ti,  26,  27  Edward  III.  and  firft 
returned  members  to  parliament  in  Edward  VPi 
time.  It  was  incorporated  in  the  laft  year  of 
Henry  VIII's  r^ ign. 

Corporation.  This  town  is  governed  by  a 
ipayor,  who  is  chief  cl^rlf  of  the  market,  and 

admiral 
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admiral  of  the  coaft^  a  recorder,  twelve  alder- 
men, a  town  clerk,  eighteen  common-council- 
men,  a  judge,  and  marfhal  of  the  admiralty,  a 
coroner,  two  ferjeants  at  mace,  and  other  of- 
ficers. 

Right  of  election — 1628,  8th  March.  In 
the  commonalty,  and  not  in  the  mayor,  alder- 
men, and  common  council. 

1711,20th  March.  Only  in  the  mayor,  al- 
dermen and  common  council,  and  freemen  of 
the  faid  borough,  refident  in  it,  and  paying  fcot 
and  lot. 

« 

X  7 19,  2d  March.  Only  in  the  mayor,  alder* 
men,  common  council,  and  freemen  refident 
in  the  faid  borough,  paying  fcot  and  lot ;  fuch 
freemen  claiming  their  freedom  by  birth  or  fcr- 
vitude. 


Number  of  voters — About 
Returning  officer— The  Mayor. 
Patron — ^Duke  of  Ancaftcr. 
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Political  Character. 

±  His  county  is  remarkable  for  that  true  fpi- 
rit  of  independence  which  the  freeholders  diC* 
played  in  their  conteft  with  the  houfe  of  com-* 
.  mons,  from  the  year  1768  to  the  year  178a. 

The  important  fubjed  which  engaged  their 
attention^  is  the  greatell  that  mankind  can  be 
employed  in;  and  the  firmnefs  and  refolutiort 
with  which  they  fupported  their  own  rights,  and 
thofe  of  their  fellow  citizens^  will  be  handed 
down  to  posterity  with  that  enthtifiailic  ap« 
plaufe  theit  patriotic  labours  of  fourteen  yeard^ 
fo  richly  merit,  and  whi<sh,  being  finally  crowned 
with  fuccefs,  holds  up  a  leflbn  to  future  admini* 
ftrations  that,  however  venal  and  corrupt  their 
adherents  may  be,  the  fpirit  of  honeft  perfever- 
ancc  will  always  prevail  over  miAifterial  inilu^ 
cnce. 

At  the  general  cledtion  in  1768,  John  Wilkes, 

£fq.  who  was  juft  returned  from  his  exile,  was 

X  unanimoufly 
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unanimoufly  nomuiatcd^  at  a  numerous  meeting 
of  the  freeholders  of  this  county,  held  at  the  af-. 
fembly-room,  at  Mile  End,  on  the  20th  March^ 
to  reprefent  this  county  in  parliament*  On  the 
28th  of  the  fame  month  the  eledlion  came  on  ac 
Brentford,  when  Sir  William  Beauchamp  Proc- 
tor, Bart,  and  Geoige  Cooke,  £fq.  the  late  mem- 
bers, were  candidates ;  Mr.  Wilkes  was  alfo  put 
in  nomination,  and  at  theclofe  of  the  poll,  the 
numbers  were,  for 

John  Wilkes,  Efq.  1295^ 

George  Cooke,  Efq.  827 

Sir  W.  B.  Prodor,  807 

Whereupon  the  (herifTs^  Meflieurs  Hallifax  and 
Shakefpeare,  declared  Mr.  Wilkes  and  Mr.  Cooke 
to  be  duly  elefted.  On  the  loth  of  May  foU 
lowing,  the  parliament  met,  when  no  bufinefs 
of  confequence  was  done,  except  choofing  their 
fpeaker,  &c.  until  their  prorogation. 

On  the  8th  of  November,  1768,  the  parlia- 
ment met  again,  and  on  the  14th  of  November 
following,  a  petition  was  prefentcd  %o  the  houfe 
from  Mr.  Wilkes,  then  a  prifoner  in  the  King's 
Bench.  This  petition,  which  furniftied  an  occa- 
lion  fojT  the  memorable  proceedings  that  fol- 
lowed. 
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lowed,  contained  a  recapitulation  of  all  the  pro^ 
cccdings  againft  Mr.  Wilkes,  from  the  time  of 
his  firfl:  apprehenfion,  by  a  general  warrant  in 
April  1 763,  to  the  time  of  his  conunitment  to 
the  King's  Bench  prifon,  in  1768. 

The  petition  produced  an  order,  for  the  proper 
officers  to  lay  before  the  houfe  a  copy  of  the  re- 
cords of  the  proceedings  upon  the  feveral  informa- 
tions in  the  court  of  King's  Bench  againft  Mr. 
Wilkes.  After  which,  the  journals  and  refolu- 
tions  of  the  houfe,  upon  that  fubjedt,  in  the  year 
^763,  being  examined,  a  day  was  appointed  for 
the  hearing  of  the  matter  of  the  petition,  and 
alfb  of  the  proceedings  in  the  court  of  King's 
Bench,  of  which  notice  was  ordered  to  be  given 
to  Mr.  Wilkes ;  a  great  number  of  perfons  alfo, 
who  were  concerned  as  aftors  or  witneflTcs  in 
thefe  tranfadlions,  among  whom  was  Mr.  Webb, 
late  fecretary  to  the  Treafury,  and  againft  whom 
a  heavy  charge  was  laid  in  the  petition,  were 
ordered  to  attend  the  houfe  at  the  fame  time. 
Some  perfons  of  great  weight  in  oppofition,  from 
the  beginning,  recommended  to  the  miniftry,  that 
this  petition  fhould  be  paffed  by  without  notice, 
and  very  ftrongly  pointed  out  the  mifchievous 

confo^ 
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confequences^  which  mud  attend  an  enquiry  in^ 
to  tliat  fort  of  matter  to  the  houfe  at  large,  and 
particularly  to  the  minifters  themfelves.     Dur- 
ing this  interval,  fome  motions  were  made  upon 
the  fubjed,  the  want  of  fuccefs  in  which^  feemed 
indu&ive  of  the  difpofition  that  prevailed  within 
doors,  in  regard  to  the  popular  prifoner,  whofe 
prefent  fituation  excited  the  greateft  attention 
without.    Among. thefe,  it  was  moved  to  addrefs 
his   majefty,    that  the  auditor  of  the  imprefs 
flxould  lay  before  the  houfe  copies  of  all  fiich 
accounts  as  had  been  pafled,  declared,  or  receiv- 
ed, from  Philip  Carteret  Webb,  Efq.  fince  Mid-* 
fummer,  1762,  which  was  pafied  in  the  negative. 
In  the  mean  time  Mr.   Webb  petitioned   for 
an  opportunity  to  vindicate  himfelf,  at  the  bar  of 
the  houfe,  from  the  charges  that  were  made 
againft  him  ;  which  he  was  allowed  to  do,  either 
by  himfelf  or  his  counfel,  at  the  time  of  hearing 
the  matter  of  the  petition.     Application  having 
been  made  alfo  by   Mr.  Wilkes  for  liberty  to 
attend  the  houfe,  in  order  to  fupport  the  allega- 
tions of  hispetition,  it  was  complied  with,  and 
liberty  of  counfel  allowed  him  for  that  purpofe. 
After  thefe  previous  fteps  had  been  taken,  the 
Vol..  II.  Q  time 
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time  for  hearing  the  matter  oF  the  petition,  ivhictl 
had  been  orfginally  fixed  for  the  2d  of  Decem- 
ber, was  however  put  oflFtD  the  12th  of  the  famcf 
month;  afte** 'which  it  was  finally  adjourned  to 
the  27th  of  the  following  January;  at  whicH 
time  the  niiniftfy  feemed  undetermined  how  to 
aft ;  but  a  proceeding  of  Mr.  Wilkes  afforded 
a  new  opportunity  or  pretence  to  renew  the  pro- 
fecution  agairift  him.  On  one  hand,  many  in 
•adminiftration  and  office  were  exceedingly  averfc 
to  taking  any  ftep  relative  10  this  gentleman,*^  as 
many  inconveniences  had  formerly  been  expe- 
rienced from  fuch  a  conduft,  and  more  were  ap- 
prehended from  a  revival  of  it.  Neither  did  the 
oppofition  feem  willing  to  prefs  the  minifter 
on  that  bufinefs.  The  very  motion  by  which 
Mr.  Wilkes's  petition  had  been  introduced 
into  that  houfe,  having  prayed  no  more  thai> 
ihat  it  fhould  lay  on  the  table;  a  method,  ac- 
cording to  the  cuftom  of  that  affembly,  of  ci*. 
villy  paffing  into  oblivion  fuch  matters  as  they 
do  not  choofe  to  attend  to,  or  formally  to  rc- 
jeft.  It  feems  however  that  the  party  mol^ 
animated  towards  the  profecutioD  prevailed  ai 
length. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Wi  lkes,  having  by  fome  means  procured 
a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  fccretary  of  ftate,  to 
certain  magiftrates  of  Surry,^  refpeQing  their 
employing  the  military  to  aid  the  civil  power, 
in  quelling  a  riot  in  St.  George's  Fields,  by  which 
Mr.  Allen,  a  young  man  of  exemplary  charaBer, 
and  rcfpedlable  conneQions,  loft  his  life  *• 

The  fecretary  of  ftate  acknowledged  him- 
felf  the  writer  of  the  letter,  and  made  a  complairtt 
in  the  houfe  of  lords,  as  a  peer,  of  a  breach  of 
privilege  ;  and  the  publiihers  of  the  newfpapers 
having  acknowledged  that  they  received  a  copy 
of  the  letter  from  Mr.  Wilkes,  a  complaint  was 
made  to  the  commons,  of  the  condu6l  of  their 
member,  and  a  conference  held  upon  the  fubjcQ; 
by  the  two  houfes;  and  the  matter  being  agi- 
tated, during  the  enquiry  into  the  merits  of  Mr. 
Wilkes's  petition,  he  with  great  boldnefs,  before 
the  houfc,  confelfed  himfelf  the  author  of  the 
prefatory  reniarks,  as  well  as  of  having  lent  the 
whole  to  the  news-printer- 

The  matter  of  the  petition  having  undergone 
a  long  examination,  during  which  Mr.  Wilkes^ 

Q  2  in 

*  A  monument  to  comroemorate  this  fatal  catallrophc  is 
ere^d  in  the  church-yard  of  St.  Mar/»  Newington» 
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in  the  cuftody  of  the  marflial  of  the  King's  Bench^ 

attended  the  houfe^  it  was  finally  refolved,  "  That 
the  two  orders  made  by  lord  Mansfield^  lord  chief 
juftice  &f  the  king's  bench,  for  the  amendment  of 

**  the  information,  exhibited  in  the  faid  court 
againit  Mn  Wilkes,  were  according  to  law  and 
juftice,  and  the  pradice  of  the  faid  court: 
that  the  complaint  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  in  refpeO: 
thereof,  is  frivolous ;  and  that  the  afperfions 
upon  the  faid  chief  juftice,  for  making  the 
faid  two  orders,  truly  conveyed,  are  utterly 
groundlers,and  tend  to  prejudice  the  minds  of 
the  people  againft  the  adminiftration  of  pub- 
lic juftice."     It  was  at  the  fame  time  refolved, 

that  the  charge  againft  Philip  Carteret  Webb, 

£fq.  was  not  made  good. 

The  fecretary  of  ftate's  letter,  and  the  prefa- 
tory remarks,  were  next  day  taken  under  confi- 
deration;  when  it  was  refolved,  **  That  the  intro- 
'*  duEtion  of  a  letter,  addrefied  to  Daniel  Ponton, 
£fq.  chairman  of  the  quarter  feflions  at  Lam«^ 
beth,  of  which  John  Wilkes,  Efq.  a  member 
"  of  the  houfe,  had  confeffed  himfelf  the  author 
"'  and  publifher^  was  an  infolent,  fcandalous,  and 
'*  malicious  libel,  tending  to  inflame  the  minds 
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•*  of  his  majefty's  fubjeds  to  fedition,  and  to  a 
**  total  fubverfion  of  all  good  order  and  legal 
**  government." 

These  refolutions  were  immediately^  after 
long  and  violent  debates^  followed  by  expulfion ; 
in  the  vote  of  which^  his  former  crimes^  for  which 
he  was  now  fuffering  puniihment^  were  compli- 
cated with  the  prefent  charge ;  and  a  new  writ 
was  accordingly  ifibed  for  the  eledion  of  a 
member  in  his  room. 

The  next  day,  at  a  very  numerous  meeting  of 
the  freeholders  of  Middlefex,  held  at  the  Mile- 
end  affembly-room,  George  Bellas,  Efq.  was  cal- 
led to  the  chair,  when  James  Townfliend,  Efq. 
^ember  of  parliament  for  Weftlooe,  in  Corn- 
wall, and  afterwards  alderman  of  London,  recom- 
mended the  refolution  of  re-ele3ing  Mr.  Wilkes 
in  a  very  elegant  and  animated  fpeech,  in  which  he 
obferved,  that  he  had  never  feen  nor  fpoken  to 
Mr.  Wilkes  before  his  late  expulfion;  that  he 
regarded  his  caufe  folely  as  the  caufe  of  the 
people,  divefted  of  every  perfonal  confideration 
or  connection ;  that  the  oppreifion  and  injuries 
Mr.  Wilkes  bad  fulFered,  were  fufficient  to  roufo 

th^ 
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the  indignation  of  every  man,  who  had  one  gene- 
rous fentimcnt  in  his  breaft,  or  the  leaft  fenfe  of 
freedom  and  regard  for  the  conflitution ;  and 
that  he  would  affert  the  right  of  the  freeholders 
to  the  choice  of  their  reprcfentatives,  by  going 
to  give  his  vote  for  Mr.  Wilkes,  in  cafe  of  fu- 
ture expul{k>n,  as  long  as  he  (hould  have  a 
fhilling  left,  or  one  leg  to  hop  down  to  Brent- 
ford. 

John  Sawbridge,  Efq.  member  for  Hiihe, 
in  Kent,  feconded  this  motion  with  great  fpirit, 
concluding  with  the  words  of  Mr.  Wilkes's  ad- 
drefs,  •*  That  if  once  the  miniftry  fhall  be  per- 
'^  mitted  to  fay  whom  the  freeholders  {hall  mt 
*'  chufe,  the  next  ftep  will  be  to  toll  them  whom 
« they T^tf// chufe." 

Mr.  Houx e,  Samuel  Vauglian,  Efq.  Sir  Fran- 

tis  Blake  Delaval,  Eyre,  Efq.  — -  Jones, 

Efq.  and  many  other  gentlemen  of  property  and 
charaSer,  fpoke  to  the  fame  effcQ, 

Mr.  Wilkes  was  re-clecled  at  Brentford  on 
ihe  L6th,  member  for  the  county,  by  the  unani- 
mous voice  of  above  ^wo  thoufand  of  the  raoft 

refpeftablQ 
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refpeBable  freeholders^  ^fiho,  notwitbftanding  it 
proved  a  very  wet  day,  attended  at  their  own  ex-* 
pence,  early  in  the  morning,  to  fupport  this  re-. 
cle6lion,  left  any  candidate  in  the  oppofite  inte^ 
reft,  ftiQuld  have  been,  by  a  party,  attenipted  to 
be  furprifed  upon  the  county  at  the  huftings. 
Every  thing  was  conduced  with  the  moft  ftri6l 
and  fingular  good  order.  He  was  put  up  by 
James  Townfliend,  Efq-  member  for  Weftlooe^ 
and  when  tbe  re-ele&ion  -^as  declared,  they  all 
around  teflified  their  joy  by  the  moft  loud  and 
unanimous  fhouts  of  applaufe.  It  may  be  truly 
faid,  that  this  re-ele£lion  did  not  coft  Mn 
Wilkes  a  (ingle  (hilling,  fo  unanimous  and  fo 
hearty  were  the  people  in  his  favour* 

The  next  day,  the  17th  of  February,  1769, 
the  return  of  the  previous  day  having  been  made 
to  the  houfe,  it  was  refolved,  that  Mr,  Wilkes 
having  been  expelled  this  fe(Con,  was,  and  is, 
incapable  of  being  eleded  a  member  of  the 

r 

prefent  parliament.  This  fecond  ele6tion  was 
declared  void,  and  a  new  writ  ordered  to  be 
i(rued  accordingly. 

On  the  i6th  of  March,  a  third  eleftion  was 
held  at  Brentford,  for  an  ele^ion  of  a  knight  of 

the 
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the  ftiire,  when  Charles  Dingley  made  an  offer 
tooppofe  this  popular  candidate ;  but  being  very 
roughly  handled  by  the  populace,  he  thought  it 
moft  prudent  to  decline,  upon  which  Mr,  Wilkes 
was  again  re-ele£led  without  oppofition. 

It  appears,  that  at  the  above  eleftion,  Mr> 
Dingley  had  not  properly  confidercd  how  far  his 
natural  fortitude  was  equal  to  the  arduous  tafk  of 
oppoGng  the'predominant  fpirit  of  a  free  people; 
if  he  had  ftood  the  poll  only  for  one  hour,  it 
was  the  determination  of  miniftry,  as  they  had 
declared  in  the  circle  of  their  private  friends,  to 
get  him  feated  by  a  fpecial  vote  of  the  houfe,  as 
they  afterwards  did  in  the  cafe  of  colonel  Lut- 
trel.  The  reception,^  however,  that  he  met 
with,  and  the  countenance  of  the  freeliolders, 
had  fiich  an  efFe6l  upon  him,  that  he  was  glad  to 
retire  with  his  life,  not  having  been  able  to  find 
a  map  in  ^he  county  that  was  hardy  enough  to 
put  him  in  nominj|tion.  This  eleftion,  as  well 
as  the  former,  was  declared  void,  and  near  ano- 
ther month  was  fuffered  to  elapfe  before  the  time 
was  fixed  for  a  new  one.  It  was  now  thought  that 
this  mode  pf  elefling  and  declaring  void,  wauld 

^avc  been  carried  on  to  the  end  of  the  feffion; 

«  ,        .••         ■■'*      ''  ■  •  *  ~ 

aud 
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and  that  it  would  then  have  lain  ov^r  to  the  next 
meetings  in  which  time  the  minds  of  men  might 
have  cooled,  or  fome  impediment  might  have 
been  found  to  change  the  nature  of  the  difcuf- 
fion  ;  and  many  thought,  that  in  the  prefent  cir- 
cumRances,  it  would  have  been  the  moft  prudent 
conduQ  that  could  have  been  purfued;  for 
though  great  debates  arofe  concerning  the  refo- 
lution  of  incapacitation,  and  the  fubfequent  ones 
of  voiding  the  eleflion,  yet  the  public  did  not 
think  themfelves  fo  much  interefted  in  them,  nor 
their  rights  in  any  degree  fo  materijtUy  aflFcfted, 
as  by  the  fucceeding  meafure^ 

A  DIFFERENT  conduA  was howevcr  adopted  ] 
a  gentleman  in  a  military  charadler,  and  of 
confiderable  connexions,  though  of  no  fortune 
or  intereft  immediately  in  the  county,  wa$  hardy 
enough  to  vacate  his  feat  in  parliament,  by  the 
acceptance  of  a  nominal  pUce,  and  to  encounter 
the  whole  weight  of  popular  odium,  by  declar-* 
ing  himfelf  a  candidate  for  the  county  of  Middle*- 
fex;  a  meafure  at  that  time  fuppofed  to  be  at. 
tended  with  fo  much  danger,  that  policies  vfcrc 
faid  to  have  been  opened  upon  his  life  at  fpmcf 
of  the  infurance  offices  in  the  city. 

This 


234  MlDptESKX. 

This  danger  however  proved  to  be  only  ima^ 
ginary ;  for  though  fome  riots  happened  upon 
the  road^  the  eledion  was  conducted  with  great 
order;  the  fear  of  giving  any  handle  to  difpute 
its  validity,  having  proved  fuperior  to  every 
other  confideration  with  the  freeholders.  Though 
the  whole  weight  of  court  intereft  was  thrown 
into  the  fcale  in  this  gentleman's  favour^  yet  a 
vnajority  of  near  four  to  one  appeared  againft 
him  upon  the  eleftion  j  the  numbers  being,  on 
ihe  poll. 

For  John  Wilkes,  Efq.  IJ43 

JFor  Colonel  Luttrel,  only       296 

Majority  in  favour  of  the^ 

caufe  of  liberty,  J        *' 

Two  days  after  this  election,  a  refohuion  was 
carried  in  the  houfc,  by  a  majority  of  221  to 
jgg,  that  Colonel  Lultrcl  ought  to  have  been 
returned  a  knight  of  the  fhire  for  the  county  of 
Middlefex  ;  and  the  deputy  clerk  of  the  crown 
was  ordered  to  amend  the  return,  by  rafing  out 
the  name  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  and  inferting  that  of 
Colonel  Luttrel  in  its  place.  Fourteen  days 
having  been  allowed  for  a  petition  againft  this 

dccifion^ 
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decifion,  one  was  accordingly  prefented,  &gne4 
by  feveral  freeholders,  which  was  again  brought 
into  very  warm  and  ferious  debate ;  when,  how- 
ever, upon  a  divifion,  the  former  refolution  was 
confirmed  by  a  majority. 

As  no  public  meafure,  fince  the  accefSon  of 
the  prefcnt  royal  family,  had  incited  fo  general 
an  alaroij  or  caufed  fo  univerfal  a  difcontent  as 
the  prefent,  fo  was  no  other  ever  oppofed  with 
more  firranefs,  or  debated  with  greater  ability; 
nor  has  any  other  political  fubjed  been  fo  ably 
difcufled  without  doors,  or  produftive  of  fo  many 
maderly  writings. 

Mr.  Cooke,  the  other  member  for  Middle* 
fex,  died  in  Odlober,  1768.  On  the  8th  of  No* 
vember  following,  the  ele6lion  came  on  at  Brent* 
ford,  for  a  knight  of  the  (hire  in  his  room,  when 
Sir  William  Bcauchamp  Prodor,  the  latemcmber, 
who  had  been  oufted  by  Mn  Wilkes,  became  a 
candidate  in  the  minifterial  intereft,  and  John 
Glynn,  Efq.  ferjeant  at  law,  waspropofed  by 
the^friends  of  liberty.  About  two  of  the  clock, 
Mr.  Serjeant  Glynn  having  polled  a  great  majo^ 
rity  ovqr  his  opponent,  a  dcfperatc  riot  broke 

out 
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out  on  a  fudden^  the  mob  mounted  the  huftingl^ 
^attempted  to  feize  the  poll-books,  and  entirely 
put  a  ftop  to  the  cledlion.  Great  numbers  of 
freeholders  were  hurt  in  trying  to  get  away,  and 
the  remaincler  of  the  day  was  a  fcene  of  riot  and 
confufion.  The  eleftion  was  continued  by  va- 
rious adjournments,  until  the  14th  of  the  fame 
"month,  when  the  poll  was  finally  clofed;  the 
numbers  being. 

For  Mr.  Serjeant  Glynn,  1542 

For  Sir  W.  B.  Prodor,  1278 

Majority  for  Mr.  Serjeant  Glynn,    264 

Whereupon  that  gentleman  was  declared  duly 
el^fted.  The  numbers  polled  at  this  election 
exceeded  by  forty-two  the  greatell  number  pol- 
led upon  any  preceding  occafion. 

The  riot  on  the  8th  inftant,  by  the  friends  of 
Sir  W.  B.  ProBor  having  the  label  "  ProQor 
**  and  liberty**  in  their  hats,  was  produftive  of 
moft  feriousconfequences.  Mr.  George  Clarke, 
a  young  gentleman,  was  murdered  by  one  of 
thofe  mifcreants,  as  he  flood  at  the  huflings,  dur^ 
ing  the  time  of  polling.     The  body  wa^  taken 

to 
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to  the  White- Hart,  Welbeck-ftrcet,  where  th^ 
coroner's  inqueil  was  taken,  before  Edward  Urn- 
freville,  Efq.  one  of  the  coroners  of  the  county 
of  Middlefex,  and  a  very  refpe&able  jury,  when 
it  appeared,  from  very  clear  and  pofitive  evi- 
dence, that  his  death  was  occaiioned  by  a  blow 
given  him  by  a  ftick  or  bludgeon,  by  (bme  of  the 
mob  concerned  in  the  riot,  during  the  eleQion 
on  the  8th  inftant.  The  jury,  very  prudendy^ 
defired  to  have  the  afliftance  and  opinion  of  at 
furgeon  ;  when  a  very  eminent  one  was  fent  for, 
who  after  opening  the  head  of  the  deccafed,  and 
examining  him  in  a  very  particular  manner^ 
gave  his  opinion,  that  the  faidblow  was  the  caufe 
of  his  death.  The  jury,  without  the  lead  he fi- 
tation,  gave  in  their  verdict,  **  Wilful  murder 
**  againft  fome  perfon  or  perfons  unknown." 

Laurence  Balf,  and  Edward  Macquirk, 
were  afterwards  apprehended  for  the'  above 
murder,  and  took  their  trial  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
on  the  14th  of  January,  1769,  when  it  appeared^ 
that  the  prifoners  were  hired,  with  others,  pre- 
vious to  the  day  of  elcftion,  for  the  purpofe  of 
keeping  the  peace,  and  afTifting  the  friends  of 
Sir  W.  B.  Proftor  ;  that  for  fopo^  time  the  poll 

went 
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went  on  with  the  greateft  regularity,  and  wuhotit 
the  leaft  interruption ;  that  all  at  once  the  pri-» 
foners^  with  others^  began  in  a  mod  outrageous 
manner  to  ftrike  and  knock  down,  indifcrinu^ 
nately,  all  who  came  in  their  way ;  and  that  the 
deccafed  was  one  of  the  unhappy  perfons  who 
was  thus  violently  attacked.  They  were  both, 
upon  the  cleared  evidence,  found  guilty.  The 
recorder  then  pafled  fentence  of  death,  and  in 
his  fpecch  obferved,  that  the  procurers,  how- 
ever dignified,  as  well  as  the  procured,  were  not 
exempt,  by  our  laws,  from  equal  punifliment. 

The  trial  lafted  fourteen  hours,  a^d  was  at- 
tended by  the  fulleft  court  ever  known. 

These  men,  as  well  as  thofe  concerned  in  the 
murder  of  Mr.  Allen,  afterwards  received  his 
majefty's  free  pardon. 

Although  Colonel  Luttrel  continued  to 
keep  his  feat,  in  confequence  of  the  unconftitu- 
tional  dccif\on  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  until 
the  clofc  of  that  parliament  in  1774,  he  was 
never  acknowledged  by  the  eleflors  of  Middle- 
fcx,  or  by  the  people  at  large,  as  one  of  their  re- 

prefentatives ; 


MIDDLESEX.  ^59 

j^fentacwes ;  and  whenever  an  order  was  made 
for  a  call  of  the  houfe,  the  Iheriffs  of  M iddlefex 
always  fummoned  John  Wilkes^  Efq.  and  John 
Giynn»  Efq.  to  attend  their  duty  in  parliament^ 
as  the  legal  reprefentatives  of  the  county. 

At  the  enfuing  general  ele€lion  in  1774,  Mr. 
Wilkes,  and  Mr.  Serjeant  Glynn,  were  unanU 
nioufly  re-elefted,  and  the  houfe  of  commons 
feeling  thcmfelves  fo  unequal  to  the  oppofing  the 
fenfe  of  a  whole  nation,  fufTered  Mr.  Wilkes  to 
take  his  feat  without  any  further  c^ofition. 

Th  IS  county  unfortunately  loGng  Mr.  Serjeant 
Glynn  in  the  year  1779,  who  died  in  the  month 
of  September,  the  minifter,  aided  by  the  late 
duke  of  Northumberland,  again  attempted  to 
obtrude  a  reprefcntative  upon  the  county,  and 
Colonel  Tuffnell  accordingly  vacated  his  feat  foe 
Beverley,  to  become  a  candidate  upon  that  in- 
tereft.  The  late  George  Byng,  Efq.  who  was  ai 
that  time  member  for  Wigan,  in  the  county  of 
Lancafter,  was  put  in  nomination  by  the  pa- 
triotic party,  but  the  minifter  refuHng  to  give 
the  Chiltern  Hundreds  to  this  gentleman,  a's  he 
liad  done  to  colonel  Tuffnell,  prevented  his 
3  being 
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being  in  a  capacity,  at  that  time,  to  accept  of  the 
honour  intended  him.  The  independent  gentle- 
men of  the  county  then  prevailed  upon  Mr. 
Wood,  of  Littleton,  to  become  their  reprefcn- 
tative  for  the  remainder  of  that  parliament,  when 
Mr.  Byng's  incapacity  would  be  removed  by  its 
diflblution. 

Upon  Mr.  Wood's  coinciding  with  the  wi(hes 
of  the  freeholders,  colonel  Tuffnell,  being  con* 
vinced  that  he  had  no  chance  of  fucceeding^ 
declined  the  conteft,  and  Mr.  Wood  was  unani«» 
moufly  eledted. 

At  the  general  elefiion  in  1780,  Mr.  Byng 
was  unanimoufly  eledled,  together  with  Mr, 
Wilkes,  who  received  that  honour  from  his  con«^ 
ftituents  the  iixth  time. 

On  the  third  of  May,  i78«,the  motion  which 
had  been  annually  made  for  twelve  years,  for 
expunging  from  the  journals  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  the  famous  refolution  of  the  17th  of 
February,  1769,  for  the  expulfion  of  Mr.  Wilkes, 
after  fo  long  a  fucceffion  of  defeats,  now  termi-' 

pated,  by  a  majority  of^68;  the  numbers,  oa 

th« 
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the  divifioii  being,  ayes  1 15,  noes  47.  It  was 
afterwards  refolved  unanimoufly,  that  the  faid 
^xpulfion  was  illegal  and  unconftitutional. 

h 

f 

The  coalition  taking  placii  the  following  y^ar, 
waS  produdive  of  exaftly  the  fame  confequedces 
between  the  reprefentatives  of  this  county, 
is  with  the  members  for  Weftminfter.  ;  Mr. 
MainWaring  wa^  propofed  as  a  candidate,  in  op- 
pofitioii  to  Mr.  Byrlg,  and  was  elefted  by  a  don- 
fiderable  majority,  in  conjuncStion  with  Mr» 
Wilkes,  at  the  diflblation  ofthe  parliament  which 
took  place  in  1784. 

At  the  laft  general  ele€Hon,  in  i;f90,  Mr. 
Wilkes  dedined  the  honour  of  fitting  in  parlia- 
tnent,  and  was  fucceeded  by  George  Byng,  Efq. 
fon  of  the  late  member,  and  Mr,  Mainwating 
was  re-chofen. 

Ancient  Stat^.  This  couhty,  which  is 
bounded  on  the  eaft  by  Eflex,  on  the  fouth  by 
Surry  and  Kent,  on  the  weft  by  Buckingham- 
fhire,  an3  on  the  north  by  Hertfordfliire,  de- 
rives its  name  from  having  been  the  abode  of 
the  middle  Saxons,  who  were  fo  called  from 
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fheir  being  fituatec]  in  the  centre  of  the  ihrtf^ 
kingdoms  of  the  eaft,  weft^  and  fouth  Saxom* 
It  is  nearly  in  the  Centre  of  the  principal  part 
of  the  kingdom,  in  the  province  of  Canterbury, 
i^nd  diocefe  of  London ;  and  gives  the  title  of 
earl  to  the  family  of  Sackville. 

This  county,  and  that  of  Effex^  were  formerly 
inhabited  by  the  Trinobantes ;  and,  according 
to  the  Saxon  diviiion,  Middlefex,  Effeic,  and  the 
eaftern  part  of  Hertfordfhire,  conftituted  the 
kingdoih  of  the  Eaft  Saxons. 

Middlesex  is  divided  into  fix  hundreds,  and 
two  liberties  I  has  nearly  two  hundred  parifhes, 
cxclufive  of  thofe  in  London  and  Weftminfter ; 
it  is  twenty-three  miles  long,  about  fourteen 
broad,  and  about  a  hundred  and  fifteen  miles  in 
circuit;  it  has  feven  market  towns,  and  con^ 
tains  two  hundred  and  forty  fquare  miles,  or 
two  hundred  and  feventcen  thoufand  fix  hun- 
dred acres. 

Though  this  is  reckoned  one  of  the  fmalleft 
counties,  in  point  of  extent,  in  the  kingdom,  yet 
on  account  of  London  and  Weftminfter^  it  pays^ 

eighty 


tigiity  parts  oiit  of  five  hundred  and  thirteen  of 
the  land-tax*  It  fends  1600  men  to  the  national 
militia^  excliifive  of  London^  and  the  Tower  Ham- 
lets. Its  principal  river  i^  the  Thames,  which 
.  is  navigable  138  miles  inland,  from  London- 
bridge  to  Lechlade,  at  which  place  it  is  continued 
by  a  canal  to  the  Stroud-water  canal,  and 
through  it  to  the  Severn,  which  was  opened  No- 
vember 18,  1789,  at  the  expence  of  j£'. 200,000. 
By  means  of  this  inland  navigation,  the  internal 
trade  of  the  country  may  be  carried  on  in  time 
of  war  without  the  interruption  of  our  enemies. 

This  county  has  been  long  famous  for  being 
the  refidence  of  the  king  and  his  court,  as  alfo 
of  the  nobility,  courts  of  juftice,  &c.  Here 
likewife  are  fituate  the  houfes  of  lords  and 
^^  coinmonj^  and  feveral  royal  palaces,  together 
with  a  great  number  of  fuperb  buildings,  a  de- 
fcription  of  which  does  not  come  within  the  lu 
mils  of  our  plan. 

The  two  flierifTs  of  the  city  of  London  are 
alfo  the  fheriff  of  this  county,  annually  chofen 
at  Guildhall  by  the  livery,  and  are  afterwards 
prefented  before  the  barons  of  Exchequer  for 
approbation. 

R  2  London. 
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Political  Character.  This  city,  which  i» 
the  firft  in  magnitude,  population^  commerce, 
and  opulence,  in  Europe,  has  no  more  weight  in 
the  Icgiflative  reprefentation  of  the  country, 
than  the  united  boroughs  of  Weymouth  and 
Melcombe  Regis,  which  are  the  property  of  an 
individual.  Its  members  are  not  the  reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  inhabitant  houfekeepers,  refident 
and  paying  taxes  within  the  city,  but  of  a  cor* 
porate  franchife,  derived  under  ancient  charters, 
limited  and  confirmed  by  an  a£l  of  parlia- 
ment II  George  I.  chap.  x8,  feft.  i.  to  the 
liverymen  of  the  faid  city.  In  order  to  be  pof- 
fefTed  of  this  ele£tive  right,  a  man  muft  have 
obtained  his  freedom  of  one  of  the.  trading 
companies,  and  likewife  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, either  by  birth,  as  the  fon  of  a  freeman 
born  after  his  father  became  free,  by  fervitude, 
as  having  ferved  feven  years  apprenticefliip  to  a 
freeman,  by  gift  of  the  corporation,  or  by  pur- 
chafe,  and  afterwards,  by  being  admitted  to  the 
livery  of  one  of  the  companies*  This  laft  qua- 
lification 
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IHieation  was  not  always  neceflary^  the  right  of 
ele£Uon  ao<:ient]y  having  been  in  the  freemen 
at  large,  which  was  the  fubjeft  of  many  con^ 
tefts,  until  11  Geqrge  I.  gave  a  peremptory  right 
to  the  livery  only.  The  prefent  number  is  under 
8000 ;  but  if  the  right  were  in  the  freemen  at 
large,  the  eledors  would  be  nearly  ten  times 
that  number ;  or,  if  it  were  in  the  inhabitant 
houfekeepers,  agreeable  to  our  ancient  free 
conftiujtion,  the  number  would  be  22,000. 

The  civil  government  of  this  city  is  the  firft 
and  bed  in  this  country,  both  with  regard  to  the 
refpeftability  of  its  officers,  and  their  integrity  in 
the  adminiftration  of  juftice.  The  m^giftrates^ 
chofen  by  th^  freemen  of  each  refpe£Uve  ward^ 
are  popular  in  their  organisation,  unihackled 
by  couh  influence,  independent  in  their  offices, 
and  accountable  to  their  fellow-citizens  for  the 
impartial  difcharge  of  the  duties  gf  thpir  func-^ 
tion.  Their  future  elevation  to  thp  offices  of 
IherifF,  mayor,  and  member  of  parliament,  de- 
pending on  the  exemplary  difcharge  of  their 
municipal  power. 

Wha? 


What  a  beaQtifal  contraft  do  thefc  judiciat 
officers  form,  who  derive  their  power  from  the 
eledion  of  the  people,  with  the  magiftrates  of 
an  adjoining  city  and  county,  who  are  branded 
with  the  epithet  of  trading  juftices,  hold  their 
commiffions  under  a  courtly  lord  lieutenant, 
their  dedimus  poteftatem  under  the  chanceL 
Jor,  and  are  rendpvablc  at  the  pleafure  of  the 
crown.  To  reftify  thefe  abufes,  an  a&  is 
this  moment  depending  in  parliament  to  regene- 
rate their  power,  and,  if  poffible,  to  correft  the 
evil  in  future.  We  are  at  a  lofs  to  difcover  the 
tieccffity  or  policy  of  eftablifliing  a  penfipned 
ftagiftracy,  when  the  city  of  London  has  given 
them  an  example  in  practice,  of  the  pure  and 
and  difinterefted  adminiftration  of  juftice,  arifing 
trdm  the  people's  difcrimination  in  the  choice  of 
their  magiftrates.  We  cannot  but  conclude,  that 
a  fimilar  inftitudon  would  be  produ^ive  of 
fimilar  effefts. 

This  city  is  governed  by  a  lord  mayor,  re- 
corder, 26  aldermen,  2  flieriffs,  and  236  com- 
mon council.  The  lord  mayor  is  cho'fen  out 
of  the  26  aldermen  by  the  livery,  on  Michael- 
mas day,  who  return  two  to  the  court  of  alder- 

men^ 
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nen^  out  of  whom  the  court  maiies  choice  of 
one  to  ferve  that  important  office.     The  iherifGi 
are  likevife  chofen  by  the  livery  in  common 
hall>  and  may  either  be  feleded  from  the  court 
of  aldermen,  or  from  among  the  freemen  at 
large.     The  aldermen  and  common  council  are 
chofen  by  the  inhabitant  houfekeepers^   being 
freemen  of  the  relpediye  wards^  of  Alderfgate^ 
Aldgate,    Baffiihaw,    Billingfg^te,    Bifliopfgate^ 
Bread  Street^   Bridge  Without^  or  Southwark^ 
Bridge  Within,  Broad  Street,  Candlewick,  Caf- 
tie  Baynard,  Cheap,  Cqleman  Street,  Cprdwai-« 
ner,  Cornhill,  Crippl^gate,  Dpw^ate,  Farring- 
don  Without,  Farringdon  Within^  Latngborn^ 
Lime  Street,   Portfoken^    Queenhithe^  Tower^ 
Vintry,    anid  Walbrook.      The  al4ermen  hold 
their  offices  for  life,  but  the  common  council 
are  ele£led  annually,  on  St.  Thomas's  day.    The 
recorder  is  chofen  by  the  coijrt  of  aldermen,  and 
holds  his  office  for  life.     The  other  city  officer^ 
of  importance  are,  the  chamberlain,  common 
ferjeant,  town  clerk,    comptroller,  collector  of 
the  city  dues,  two  judges  of  the  fheriff'^  court^ 
four  city  counfel,  two  fecondaries  of  the  Comp-» 
tcr,  a  remembrancer,  and  folicitor. 

*  « 
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The  lord  mayor  has  four  efquires  of  hia 
houfeholdj  a  fword-bear^r,  a  mace-bearer  or 
crier»  the  water-bailiff^  and  the  common  hunt; 
fix  gentlemen  of  ditto^  two  city  ipar^h^ilSj  and  fii^ 
marfhal's  ment 

T^is  city  has  had  the  honour  of  fending  tp 
parliament  feme  of  the  moil  diftinguifhed  pa- 
triots that  have  adorned  the  page  of  Britifii  hif- 
tory ;  among  whom  may  ht  named  Sir  John  Ber- 
nard, Sir  Stephen  Theodo^re  Janflen,  and  the  \aitc 
William  Beckford,  Efq.  but  how  does  the  poli^ 
tical  virtue  of  a  great  people  degenerate,  when 
a  penfioner  and  a  contraclor  can  obtain  a  fuc- 
ceflion  to  the  reprefcntative  trqft  of  fuch  cha- 
rafters. 

In  this  metropolis  mlnifterial  and  ariftocra- 
tical  influence  have  no  operation ;  artificial  dig- 
nity is  unknown ;  equality  exifls  in  its  native  pu- 
rity; and  no  fuperiority  is  acknowledged,  but 
that  which  arifcs  from  ability  and  merit.  In  the 
exercifc  of  the  firft  privilege  of  a  freeman,  the 
delegation  of  legiflative  power  to  the  reprefen- 
tatives,  they  are  neither  awed  by  the  tyranny  of 
(lontrol,    nor  influenced  by  the  incitement  of 

corruption. 

Ancienx 
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Ancient  State.  Camden  fuppofes  Lon^ 
don  derived  its  name  from  the  Britifli  word« 
LIhun»  a  ^vood,  and  Dina9>  a  city  or  town,  fig^ 
nifying  a  city  in  a  wood ;  both  Csefar  and  Stra-r 
bo  aflert,  that  the  ancient  Britons  lived  in 
fenced  woods  and  groves.  I(  has  likewife  been 
fuppofed,  that  the  name  London  was  derive^ 
from  the  Britilh  words  Lohng  Dinas,  a  bar- 
))our  for  (hips.  On  account  of  its  being  the 
metropolis  of  the  Britifli  dominions,  this  city 
is  the  meridian,  from  which  all  Britifli  geogra^ 
phers  compute  th$  meafqre$  of  longitude. 

The  antiquity  of  London  is  undoubtedly 
very  great;  it  probably  exifted  in  the  time 
of  the  ancient  Britons,  before  the  art  of  writ-* 
ing  was  brought  in^p  £ng^nd|  but  it  was  nei-' 
^her  built  by  Brute,  nor  king  Lud>  as  fome  fa^ 
bulous  authors  pretend.  It  had  no  buildings^ 
either  of  brick  or  ftqne,  till  they  were  eredled  by 
the  Romans;  the  dwellihg$  of  the  Britons  being 
only  huts,  foriped  of  twigs  wattled  together;  yet 
Tacitus  obferyes^  th^t  it  wa^  a  place  of  conlide- 
rable  trade  in  the  reign  of  Nero,  about  the 
year  26,  when  it  was  famous  for  the  multitude 
of  its  merchants ;    but    foon   after,   Suetonius 

abandoned 
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fBibandoned  the  city  to  the  fury  of  Boadicea^  oq 
account  of  its  being  too  large  to  be  defended  by 
hi3  array  of  ten  thoufand  Romans ;  whence  it 
appears,  that  it  wa$  then  of  confiderable  extent. 
That  exafperated  princefs,  however,  burnt  tfa« 
fCrity,  and  put  all  its  inh'abitans  to  the  fword« 
From  this  great  cataftrophe  London  foon  reco* 
ycred ;  fo  that  Herodian,  }f}  the  life  of  the  enw. 
peror  Sevcrus,  calls  it  a  great  and  wealthy  city  5 
and,  about  that  time,  it  phanged  its  name  of 
Londlnumi  for  that  of  Auguf^a ;  but  fpme  time 
afterwards  recoyered  it^  anciefit  name.  It  muft 
be  obferved,  that  Ptolemy,  ?^nd  fome  other 
writers  of  great  antiauity,  as  alfo  fome  moderns^ 
among  whon^  is  the  Rev,  Dr.  Gale,  dean  af 
York,  have  endeavoured  to  prove,  that  it  was 
originally  a  Roman  flatioi|  in  St.  George's- 
fields,  to  fecure  their  conquefts  on  that  fide  of 
the  rivet ;  many  Roman  coins,  bricks  and  chec- 
quered  payements,  haying  been  found  there.  Be- 
fides,  three  Roman  ways,  from  Kent,  Surry  and 
Middlefex,  Interfered  each  other  in  that  place ; 
and,  about  a  century  ago,  an  urn  filled  with 
bones  was  dug  up  there.  Hence  it  was  fup- 
pofed  to  be  the  original  Londinum ;  but  that  at^ 
ter  the  Romans  had  fubdued  the  Trinobantes, 

they 


they  fettled  on  the  north  fide  of  the  Thames. 
Mr.  Maitlandj  however^  has  oppofed  this  opi^ 
nion  vith  gre^t  ftrength  of  argument,  and  oh. 
ferves,  that  the  Romans  were  too  wife  to  make 
Vfe  of  fp  unhealthy  a  fituation  ^$  St.  George's- 
fields  then  was,  they  being  conftantly  overflow- 
ed by  every  fpring  tide,  till  the  river  was  con- 
fined by  artificial  banks  ^  and,  that  if  the  an- 
tiquities difcovered  9(re  any  propf,  above  twenty 
times  the  quantity  of  Roman  antiquities  have 
been  found  on  the  north  than  on  the  fouth  fide 
of  the  river. 

By  whom  this  city  was  firft  walled  is  uncer- 
tain ;  fome  afcribing  it  to  Conftantine  th^  Greats 
and  others  tp  hi^  mother  Helena;  but  it  is 
moft  probable,  the  wall  was  ereded  by  the  em- 
peror Valen^inian  the  Firft^  about  the  year  368^ 
and  qiihe  furrounded  the  cuy>  to  fecure  it  from 
being  invaded  by  water,  as  well  as  by  land* 
The  extent  of  the  wall,  was  three  liiiles  in 
compafs,  fortified  on  the  land  fide  by  fifteen 
lofty  towers*  In  the  reign  of  king  Henry  IL 
it  was  confiderably  raifed,  but  in  that  of  Rich.  I. 
part  of  it  was  demoliflied,  to  make  room  for  the 
^itch  rdund  the  Tower  1  being  much  decayed  in 

the 
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the  reign  of  king  Henry  III.  he  obliged  -the 
citizens  to  repair  it  at  a  great  expence.  In 
the  reign  of  king  John,  the  city  was  fortified 
by  drawing  a  deep  moat  round  the  wail ;  and 
afterwards  the  crown  ufually  granted  the  ma- 
giftrates  of  London  a  duty  on  certain  goods,  to 
defray  the  expence  of  cleaning  the  ditch,  and 
repairing  tbo  wall.  In  the  reign  of  Edward  V. 
great  part  of  the  city  wall  was  rebuilt  at  the  ex« 
pence  of  the  city  companies. 

Thi  original  gates  of  the  city,  erefted  at  the 
fame  time  with  the  wall,  are  fuppofed  to  have 
been  four :  Newgate,  Cripplegate,  Aldgate,  and 
Dowgate.  Thefe  gates  were  erefted  over  the 
three  great  Roman  military  ways  in  this  part  of 
Britain:  the  Roman  road,  called  Watling-ftreet, 
interfefting  theThames,  entered  London  through 
Dowgate,  and,  eroding  the  city,  paiTed  through 
Newgate.  The  military  way,  called  Ermine- 
ftreet,  is  fuppofed  to  have  pointed  to  Cripple- 
gate,  and  the  vicinal  way  to  have  run  through 
Aldgate.  In  king  Henry  IPs  reign,  the  wall 
had  the  feven  following  gates:  Aldgate,  Bifhopf- 
gate,  Cripplegate,  Alderfgate,  Newgate,  Lud- 
gate,  and  a  poftern  nes^r  the  Tower ;  but  that 

part 


|>art  of  the  wall  next  the  Tower  being  demolifh^^ 
cd  in  the  reign  of  Richard  I.  the  poftern/ell 
down.  All  the  fix  remaining  gates^  with  Moor*, 
gate,  which  was  afterwards  built,  have  been 
fince  demoliihed  to  make  way  for  new  buildings^ 
whereby  the  city  is  much  improved^  both  in  ap« 
pearance  and  healthinefs. 

This  city  had  fummons  fent  to  return  mem- 
bers to  parliament  fo  early  as  in  the  reign  of  49 
Henry  III.  and  were,  6  Edward  II.  increafed 
to  four,  which  it  fent  very  often  in  this  reign, 
and  has  ever  fince  43  Edward  III.  conftantly 
returned  four  members  to  parliament* 

Corporation.  Confifts  of  a  lord  mayor,  re- 
corder, two  iheriffs,  26  aldermen,  and  236  com-  ^ 

« 

mon  councilmen. 

Right  of  election— By  ad  of  parliament 
r  I  Geo.  II.  in  the  livery  only. 

Number  op  voters— 7000. 
Returning  officers— The  Sheriffs. 
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PotiTicAL  Character.  This  city  could 
tiever  boafl:  ot  that  virtue  or  independence  which 
has  dignified  her  eldeft  filler  the  city  of  London. 
Her  reprefentatives  have  generally  been  feledcd 
from  the  eldeft  fons  of  the  nobility,  who  were 
higheft  in  court  favour,  or  from  placemen  in  the 
fuperior  departments  of  office;  and,  though  the 
right  of  dedion  is  popular  add  free,  it  is  not  at 
all  furprifing,  when  we  recoiled  that  this  is  the 
feat  of  royalty,  the  refidence  of  adminiflration, 
and  that  all  the  offices  of  government  are  held 
within  its  limits* 

As  an  evidence,  however^  that  the  people, 
wherever  they  have  the  exercife  of  that  power, 
which  nature  and  a  free  conftitution  gives,  will 
exercife  it  in  defiaticc  of  controul,  the  eledors 
of  Weftminftcr,  upon  a  vacancy  which  happened 
in  1769,  bytheprefent  lord  Sandys  fuccecding 
to  the  peerage,  feeling  a  juft  refentment  at  the 
unconftitutional  meafures,  adopted  in  refpeft  to 
the  Middlefcx  cleftion,  and  which  were  repro- 
bated 


\V£STMIKst£S.  Ifjj 

ixatsd  by  the  whole  kingdom^  they  returned  the 
bte  Sir  Robert  Bernard  to  parliament,  who  had 
diftiAguifhed  himfdf  in  fupport  of  the  rights  o( 
the  freeholders  of  Middlefex,  againft  all  the  in* 
fluence  and  intrigue  of  th^  adminiftration  of  that 
day. 

At  the  following  eledion,  in  1774,  lord  vif- 

count  Mahon^    now   earl  Stanhope>  and  lord 

< 

vifcount  Mountmorres,  were  candidates  on  the 
independent  interefl  of  this  city,  and  earl  Pcrcy^ 
now  duke  of  Northumberland,  in  conjun&ioa 
with  the  earl  of  Lincoln,  fbn  of  the  duke  of  New-* 
caftle,  were  fupported  by  the  united  intereft  of 
the  ariftocracy  and  adminiflration ;  the  two  latter 
fucceeded  againft  the  former  by  a  majority  of 
nearly  two  to  one« 

From  this  period,  to  the  general  eledioa  of 
1780,  the  city  of  Weftminfter  was  ranked,  in  the 
public  opinion,  with  the  moll  obfequious  bo« 
roughs.  The  duke  of  Newcaflle  and  the  duke 
of  Northumberland  being  confidered  as  its  politic 
i:al  rulers,  and  fo  completely  did  their  afcendency 
appear  to  be  eftabliihed,  th^t  uppn  the  acccflion 
pf  carl  Percy  to  the  peerage,  on  the  death  of 

his 


his  mother^  their  nominationf  of  lord  Maldeiti 
fon  of  the  carl  of  Eflex,  was  fubmitted  to  with 
Icarcely  the  (hew  of  an  oppofition^  although  Sir 
Watkin  Lewes  was  propdfed  by  feveral  inde« 
pendent  eledors,  who  virtuoufly  offered  to  defray 
the  legal  and  neceflary  expences  of  a  poll. 

At  the  general  eledion,  in  1780,  the  city  of 
Weftminfter  effedlually  burft  the  chains  of  arif- 
tocratical  influence*  The  inhabitants  having 
ibrmed  an  aiTociation  for  the  purpofe  of  effeding 
a  parliamentary  reform,  correding  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  public  revenue,  and  putting  an  end 
to  the  ruinous  American  war;  and  that  allb- 
ciation  having  appointed  a  committee,  compofedL 
of  gentlemen  of  the  firft  ability,  patriotifm 
and  integrity^  the  emancipation  of  this  popu« 
lous  city  was  foon  effeded  by  their  united  exer- 
tions. 

The  miniftry,  feeling  the  vigorous  arm  of  af- 
fociated  independence  too  powerful  for  the 
feeble  refiftance  of  ariftocracy,  contented  them- 
felves  with  attempting  to  carry  one  memier,  in  the 
perfon  of  lord  Lincoln,  uniting  with  him  the 
popularity  of  Sir  George  (now  lord)  Rodney, 

who 
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vkb  wa^  prOpoTed  by  the  afibdiation^  in  Conjunc-fc 
tion  with  their  illuftrious'  chairman,  the  Right 
Honourable  Chairles  James  Foxi 

The  event,  however,  demonftrit^d  that  this 
partial  effort  was  only  the  expiring  ftruggle  of 
Undue  influence,  for,  after  a  poll  of  onc-and- 
twenty  days,  Mr.  Fox  was  ele&ed  by  a  majority 
bf  fix  hundred  and  twenty-fix  votes^  in  conjunc-* 
tion  with  Sir  George  Rodney,  againft  whom  thferc 
was  no  oppofition» 

In  17^2,  Sir  Ctolrge  Rodney  vacated  his  feat 
by  accepting  a  peerage,  when  Sir  Cecil  Wray, 
Bart,  was  invited  by  the  committee  of  the  aflbci-. 
ktion  to  become  si  candidate,  and  wa*  unanU 
moufly  approved  and  ele£ted  by  the  conftituent 
body. 

The  unpopular  coalition  which  todk  plaee  the 
enfuing  year,  and  which  divided  the  people  ftom 
the  parliament,  thfe  fupportersof  liberty  froill  the 
Caufe  itfelf,  and  the  advocates  of  public  men 
from  one  another,  created  a  divifion  between 
thegteataflertor  of  this  city's  independence,  and 
his  virtuous  Colleague  Sir  Cecil   Wray  ;  men 

Vol.  II.  S  whofe 
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whofe  integrity  vas  inviolable,  whofc  patriotlfnl 
was  unlhaken,  and  in  whom  the  genuine  prin^ 
ciplc»  of  freedom  were  congenial. 

The  ariftocracy  did  not  fail  to  improve  this 
mifchievous  opportunity,  but  in  alliance  with  the 
new-fangled  adminiftration  of  the  moment^  who 
compofe  the  motley  group  of  the  prefent  day,  and 
whofe  heterogeneous  combination  exceeds  by  far 
thepolitical  deformity  of  the  coalition,  took  the 
advantage  of  popular  refentment  and  difuniouj 
to  introduce  Lord  Hood  to  the  reprefentation  at 
the  enfuing  general  eleftipn  in  1784.  His  lord- 
Ihip,  however,  vacating  his  H^at  in  1788,  on  being 
appointed  one  of  the  lords  of  the  admiralty,  the 
independence  of  the  city  9gain  manifefteditfelf  in 
the  reje^^ipn  of  a  placeman,  and  in  the  choice  of 
lord  John  Townfhend,  by  a  majority  ec^ual  to 
that  which  was  obtained  by  Mr«  Fox  on  his  fir(l 
cledion. 

This  victory  Was,  however,  faid  to  be  ob- 
lained  fit  the  expence  of  fifty  thoufand  pounds,  a 
tax  fo  enormous  and  fevere  upon  the  freedom  of 
ele£lion,  as  to  obliterate  even  the  name,  unlefs 
the  virtue  and  good  fenfe  of  the  nation  fiiali 

teacli 
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teath  th%m  to  idefpire  the  grofs  artslKat  iire  prac« 
tifed  upon  the  moil  difgraceitil  of  the  human 
paffionS)  to  intoxicate  them  into  a  furrender  of 
their  birth-right  for  a  meft  of  pottage,  or  to 
make  their  own  imbecility  the  inftrument  oC 
their  degradation. 

We  truft,  however,  the  period  is  not  very  dif*. 
tant,  when  a  perfe6l  fyftem  of  reprefentatioi^ 
fhall  be  eftablifiied,  when  the  whole  nation  Ihall 
be  exhibited  at  the  fame  hour  employed  in 
exerciiing  the  important  right  of  ele3ing  their 
reprefentatives,  without  the  poflibility  of  incur^ 
ring  expence.  When  each  individual  fliall  de^* 
pofit  his  fuffrage  in  the  parifh  where  he  refides, 
infteadof  travelling  at  theexpence  of  a  candidate, 
from  London  to  Berwick,  or  from  YorkOiirc  to 
Cornwall,  as  is  at  prefent  the  pradice ;  and  when 
fuch  regulations  thall  prevent  the  word  abufes  of 
the  beft  inftitutions  that  can  impart  happinefs  to 
a  people. 

A  DISGRACEFUL  compromife  has  been  the 
confequence  of  thefe  unlimited  expences,  in 
which  the  dignity  of  the  city,  its  independence^ 
and  right  to  a  perfed  reprefentation,  are  facrifi- 

S  a  ced ; 
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ted  ;  for  whatever  public  meafure  has  the  fan£^ 
tion  of  one  member^  in  the  prefent  divifion  of 
party^  mull  be  oppofed  by  the  other ;  and  the 
the  moft  populous  city  in  the  empire  is^  of  courfe, 
deprived  of  its  voice  in  all '  the  national  con« 
cerns. 

Mr.  Horne  Tooke^  made  a  formidable  op« 
pofition  lo  this  unconftitutional  coalition ;  and 
we  lament,  with  every  friend  to  liberty,  it  was 
not  a  fuccefsful  one.  The  decided  and  deter- 
mined deteftation  of  coalitions  to  deftroy  the 
freedom  of  eledion,  which  was  (hewn  by  the  free-, 
men  of  Liverpool,  upon  the  late  union  bf  lord 
Penryhn,.and  Mr.  Bamber  Gafcoigne,  if  once 
generally  adopted,  would  efFedually  check  this 
confpif acy  of  parties,  and  reftore  the  eleflors  to 
the  legal  and  conftitutional  exercife  of  their 
franchife. 


PETITIONS. 


A  PETITION  was  prefented  to  the  houfe  of 
^commons  in  the  year  1774,  by  lord  Mahon,  now 
earl  Stanhope^  and  lord  Mountmorres,  againft 

the 
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the  return  of  earl  Percy^  now  duke  of  Northum-^ 
berland^  and  the  earl  of  Lincoln ;  in  which  it  was 
ilateds  That  divers  peers  and  lords  of  parlia« 
ment  publicly  canvafled^  and  otherwife  unduly 
interfered  in  the  eledion^  contrary  to  feveral  ex- 
prefs  refolutions  of  the  houfe;  and  that  they  al-» 
lowed  to  the  eledors^  and  feveral  pcrfons  who 
had,  or  claimed  a  right  to  vote^  money,  meat^ 
drink,  entertainment,  or  provifion ;  and  that  by 
thofe  and  other  undue  means  a  majority  was 
procuredf 

A  LETTER  was  proved  to  have  been  fent  from 
the  earl  of  £xeter*s  ftcward  in  the  country^  to 
bis  lordfliip's  porter  in  town,  directing  him  to  afH 
certain  votes  for  the  fitting  mcnibers* 

\t  was  alfo  proved^  that  the  duke  of 
Northumberland  hai  called  on  feveral  of  the  low« 
er  clafs  of  voters. 

The  committee  determined  that  the  fitting 

4 

members  were  duly  eledted. 

Another  petition  was  prefented  to  the  houfe 
by  Sir  Cecil  Wray^  and  certain  deflors  in  his 

intcrefta 
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intereftj  againft  the  return  of  Mr.  Fox  in  1784  | 
but  the  merits  of  it  werp  not  filially  entered 
into* 

A  THIRD  petition  was  prefented  by  lord  Hood, 
againft  the  return  of  lord  John  Townfhend  in 
1788,  when,  after  an  inveftigation  of  the  right  of 
tkilion  within  the  faid  city,  the  petitioner  gave 
up  his  claim,  and  left  his  opponent  in  poffeflioD 
of  his  feat. 

Im  determining  the  above  queftion^  the  com-i 
mittee  refolved,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  liber- 
ty of  St.  Mariin's-le-Grand,  which  is  in  the  cen- 
tre of  the  city  of  London,  had  a  right  to  ifotr,  and 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  liberty  of  the  Savoy^ 
alias  St,  John  the  Baptift,  which  is  in  the  centre 
'  of  the  city  of  Weftminfter,  had  not  a  right  to  vote 
in  the  eleftion  of  member^  to  ferve  in  parlia^ 
ment  for  the  faid  city. 

By  this  refplution,  near  three  hundred  eleftora 
were  disfranchifed.  An  appeal  againft  this  deci-^ 
(iqn  was,  however,  made  by  certain  eleftor^ 
withip  the  year,  as  the  adt  of  the  25th  of  Geo, 
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III.  chap.  ^9|  diredj,  which  i$  ftill  undeter* 
mined. 

r 

CORRUPTION  AND  TREASURY  INTERFERENCE. 

A  COMPLAINT  having  been  made  to  the  hcufe 
of  commons  by  Mr.  Thompfon,  member  for 
Heydon^  and  feconded  by  Mr.  Lambton,  mem- 
ber  for  Durham^  againft  George  Rofe,  Efq.  a 
member  of  that  houfe,  and  fecretary  to  the  trea- 
fury,  for  improper  interference  in  the  eledion  of 
1788^  when  there  was  a  conteft  between  lord  John 
Townfhend  and  lord  Hood,  and  a  motion  being 
made,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take  the 
fame  into  confideration,  it  pafled  in  the  nega-« 
live,  by  a  majority  of  nearly  thi*ee  to  one ;  the 
numbers  for  the  queftion  being  S4,  againft  it  . 

A  MEETING  of  the  eleftors  of'Weftminfter 
was  convened,  in  confequence  of  the  above  de« 
eifion,  when  the  following  refolutions  were  a-» 
dopted ; 
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March  20^  I  *jg2.^ 
WESTMINSTER  MEETING. 

At  a  numerous  and  refpcdable  Meeting  of  ihe 
Independent  Eledors  of  the  City  and  Liberty 
of  Westminster,  held  at  the  Crown  and  -rf»- 
char  Tavern,  this  day, 

Harry  House,  Efq.  in  the  Chair, 

The  following  refolutions  were  unanimoufly 
agreed  to ; 

L  That  it  appears  to  this  meeting  that  a  mo^ 
tion  was  made  on  Tuefday  the  13  th  of  March, 
1 79  V  in  the  houfe  of  commons*  for  "  An  enquiry 
into  all  abufes  committed  by  perfons  in  oflRce 
at  the  elc^Jiqii  of  a  member  to  ferve  in  parlia-r 
mcnt  for  the  city  of  Weftpiinfter,  in  the  month 
•'  of  July  1788,  as  far  as  the  fame  related  to  pc„ 
"  nalfjcs  incurred  under  the  cxcife  law  and  loU 
•'  tery  adlj'^  which  motion  was  rejeftcd, 

II.  That  it  appears  to  thi§  meeting,  tha5 
George  Smith,  a  publican  in  Weftminfter,  was  in 
the  year  1788  coil vldcd,  on  the  profecution  of 

fhg 
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the  attorney  general,  in  the  fum  of  fifty  pounds, 
for  brewing  beer  for  fale  without  a  licence,  an4 
that  the  profecution  was  officially  conduded  by 
John  Vi  vian,  Efq,  foUcifor  (o  the  board  of  ?x^ 
cife. 

III.  That  in  the  month  of  Oftober,  1788,  the 
laid  peoige  Smith  was  employed  by  George 
Rofe,  Efq.  fecretary  to  the  trcafury,  as  an  emiC 
fary  and  agent  in  favour  of  lord  Hood,  one  of  thc- 
lords  of  the  admiralty,  at  that  time  profecutinga 
petition  in  parliament  againft  lord  Johq  TownC* 
hend,  the  fuccefsful  candidate  at  the  election  for 
Weftminfter  in  17 18;  and  that  the  faid  petition 
was  tried  before  a  committee  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, in  the  iponth^  of  April  May,  and  June, 

1739- 

IV,  That  in  the  month  of  January  178^,  Geo, 
Smith  applied  to  the  faid  George  Rofe,  Efq[. 
ftating  the  particular  circumftanccs  of  his  cafe  in 
a  petition,  and  praying  to  have  the  penalty  he 
had  incurred,  remitted ;  That  the  faid  George 
Rofe,  Efq.  did  forward  the  faid  petition  to  the 
chdrman  of  the  board  of  excifc,  and  did  after- 
wards fend  a  letter  to  the  fecretary,  dcfiring  as  a 

favouri 
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favour^  that  all  proceedings  on  Sniith^i  penalty 
might  be  flopped,  till  the  chairman^  ?rho  was  at 
that  time  abfent,  returned  to  town. 

V-  That  on  the  8th  of  April  1789,  the  ftid 
George  Rofe,  Efq.  did  write  to  the  faid  George 
Smith,  in  thefc  words  ;  ^'  Mr.  Rofc  dcfires  Mr. 
•*  Smith  will  call  on  him  in  Old  Palace-yard,  to* 
^'  morrow  morning  at  eight  o'clock,  as  Mr,  Vi- 
^'  vian  will  then  be  there," 

■  • 

VI,  That  it  appears  to  this  meeting,  that 
the  fecretary  of  the  treafury,  in  thus  procuring  a 
fecrct  interview  early  in  the  morning,  at  his  own 
houie,  between  the  folicitor  to  the  board  of  ex-* 
cife,  and  the  convicted  defendant,  stded  in  a^  man«* 
per  highly  fufpicious, 

VIL  That  from  the  nature  of  the  tranfadlion^^ 
it  is  difficult  to  know  what  pafled  at  fuch  a  clan- 
deftine  meeting ;  but  it  appears  by  a  receipt  from 
the  cxcifc  office,  figned  "  John  Vivian,"  that  no 
part  of  the  penalty  incurred  by  the  faid  George 
Smith  was  levied  before  the  14th  of  May,  1790, 
being  a  rcfpite  of  above  thirteen  months,  from  the 
time  of  the  private  interview  at  Mr.  Rofe's  houfe, 

VIII.  That 
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VIII.  That  during  the  firft  part  of  thefc  thir^ 
teen  months,  the  faid  George  Smith  was  extremely 
ufeftil  to  the  treafury  in  forwarding  the  intere(l9  ^ 
of  lord  Hood,  the  unfudcefsful  candidate,  and 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  period  extremely 
troublefome  to  the  treafury,  in  demanding  to  be 
paid  for  his  fervices— That  the  excife  penalty  ap- 
pears rp  have  flept,  while  he  was  an  ele£lion 
jigent,  and  only  became  aftive,  when  he  fliew^ 
Jiimfelf  in  the  fhape  of  an  unfatis$ed  creditor. 

IX.  That  the  faid  George  Smith,  being  unable 
to  procure  from  the  fecretary  of  the  treafury  pay-» 
inent  of  his  bill  for  his  faid  election  fervices,  as 
liis  agent,  brought  an  aftioh  againft  him  to  reco* 
yer  the  amount. 

X.  That  this  adion  was  tried  in  the  month  of 
July,  1791,  before  the  lord  chief  juftice  of  the 
court  of  king's  bench,  by  a  fpecial  jury,  who,  by 
giving  a  verdid  for  the  whole  demand  of  the 
plaintiff,  did  thereby  declare  themfelves  fatisfied 
that  Smith  had  performed  elcdlion  fervices 
againft  lord  John  Townfhend,  at  the  requeft  of 
the  fecretary  of  the  treafury.  That  the  faid  aSdon 
\vz%  defended  by  the  folicitors  to  die  treafury. 

XI.  That 


$68  WESTMINSTER. 

XL  That  in  the  courfc  of  the  trial  of  this  ac-t 
tion,  the  following  material  evidence  was  given 
upon  oath  by  the  folicitor  for  lord  Hood,  viz, 
^*  That  Mr,  Rofe  had,  while  the  petition  againft 
^  lord  John  Townlhend  was  depending,  aflured 
•*  him  he  might  truft  Smith,  becaufe  there  was 
^*  a  profecution  going  oh  againft  him  in  the  ex« 
^^  cife ;  and  as  a  mark  of  the  truft  and  confidence 
<*  they  had  in  him,  they  had  interfered  and  ftep^ 
«*  ped  in  to  fervc  him,'* 

XII.  That  this  evidence  was  uncontrovertccj 
ypon  the  trial,  and  has  iince  been  circulated  in  ^ 
printed  ftatcment  fpr  above  eight  jponths,  with^ 
(Hit  refutation, 

XIIL  That  the  abovementioned  proceedings 
do  appear  to  this  meeting  to  warrant  an  opinionj^ 
that  Mr.  Rofe,  by  ufing  that  influence  with  the 
board  of  excife  and  its  folicitor,  which  his  (itua- 
ation  as  fecretary  to  the  tr^afury  afforded  him, 
has  endeavoured,  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  to  apply 
the  penalties  prqvided  by  aQ:  of  parliament  for 
the  punifliment  of  frauds  upon  the  revenue,  to 
(he  corrupt  purpofc  of  eftablifliing  an  undue  in- 
fluence in  the  dcdion  of  a  mcrnber  of  parliament, 

XIV.  Tha^ 
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XIV.  That  this  meeting,  confidering  the  great 
and  increafing  extenfiion  of  the  excife  lawS|  and 
the  number  of  individuals  fubjedl  to  their 
operation^  cannot  but  entertain  the  moft  alarm-* 
ing  apprehenfions  of  danger  to  the  freedom  of 
eleAion,  fhouid  the  influence,  which  admini<* 
ftration  muft  neceflarily  have  in  the  execution  of 
thofe  laws,  be  made  ufe  of  for  the  purpofe  of  cor- 
rupting or  intimidating  the  minds  of  the  elec«  * 
tors  of  this  kingdom. 

XV.  That  John  Holkins  fiaving  been  arrefted 
on  the  affidavit  of  the  folicitor  of  the  lottery, 
and  then  being  a  prifoner  in  the  king's  bench 
prifon,  for  penalties  to  the  amount  of  700!.  in«^ 
curred  under  the  lottery  a£l,  did  offer  to  the  faid 
folicitor,  who  at  the  time  did  al(b  aQ  as  agent  to 
lord  Hood,  to  procure  iixty  votes  for  the  laid 
lord  Hood,  in  coniideratioa  of  his  releafe  from 
prifon. 

XVI.  That  the  folicitor  of  the  lottery  declined 
complying  with  the  faid  propofition  until  he  had 
confulted  higher  authority,  and  that,  after  a  fhort 
interval  of  time,  the  propofal  was  accepted ;  and 
on  Hoikins  having  procured  fixty  perfons  to  vote 

for 


for  lord  Hood,  he  was  adhially  difcharged  fititl 
prifoii>  on  bail  notdrioufly  infufiicient. 

I 

t 

XVlt.  That  the  expellee  attend  ing  the  putting 
in  and  juftifying  fuch  bail,  fo  notorioufly  infuflfU 
cient,  was  in  part  defrayed  by  lord  Hood,  a  can- 
didate at  the  faid  eledion^  and  one  of  the  lords  of 
the  admiralty 4 

XVIIL  That  there  is  reafon  td  believe  that 
this  tranfa^ion  would  have  been  traced  to  perfons 
of  higher  authority/and  that  other  inflances  of 
equal  enormity  on  the  part  of  the  fervants  of  the 
crown  in  the  faid  eledion,  would  have  been 
proved,  had  an  enquiry  been  granted. 

XIX.  That  the  cleaoM  of  Weftminftef,  tak-^ 
ing  into  their  confid'eration  the  above  circum- 
ftances,  anxious  to  maintain  the  freedom  of  elec-^ 
tion  thus  daringly  invaded,  to  prevent  a  mifap* 
plication  of  the  public  money,  and  to  prcferve 
from  abufc  powers  which,  even  in  the  pureft  ex- 
crcife  of  them,  mull  be  confidered  as.  dangerous, 
but  which,  if  mifapplicd,  would  become  abfo- 
lutely  deftrudlive  to  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
do  confider  a  parliamentary  enquiry  as  ncccflary 
3  to 
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to  (ccurc  the  conftuuent  body  of  this  kingdom  in 
the  free  enjojrtneni  of  their  conftitutional  privi«« 
leges^  and  to  preferve  the  independence  of  the 
hotife  of  commons. 

XX.  Refolved,  That  a  petition  be  prefented  ta 
the  houfe  of  commons,  praying  them  to  take  the 
above  matter  into  their  moft  ferious  confideration^ 
and  to  inftitute  a  iincere  and  folemn  enquiry,  aa 
the  befl  means  of  corredling  the  abufes  that  have 
been  complained  of. 

XXL  That  a  committee  be  appointed  todravr 
up  a  petition  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  above 
refolucions ;  and  that  copies  Of  the  fame  be  left 
for  fignature  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor,  the  Shak^ 
fpcare,  St.  Alban's,  and  King's  Arms  Taverns, 
and  fuch  other  places  as  the  committee  may  ap-» 
point. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be 
given  to  the  chairman,  for  his  able  and  indepen«» 
dent  conduct  this  day. 


Harry  House,  CbmnfUPL 
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At  the  above  meeting  Mr»  Fianciii  maiiber 
for  Bletchingly,  after  lamenting  the  atidacxtjr 
inrith  which  corruption  was  now  pradifed^  add 
the  indifference,  with  which  it  was  fuffered  to  go 
unpunifhed^  faid,  he  had  an  opportunity  as  a 
inember  df  parliament  fince  thfe  yeat  1784^  to 
have  beeh  ^  conftaht  obferver  of  th^  cohdu£t  o^ 
'  the  prefent  minifters  6f  the  crown,  alinoft  froni 
their  outfet;  and  he  could  take  iipon  himfelf 
to  fay,  that  not  onc^  feffidn  had  pa  (fed  without 
one  or  more  a£ts  having  paired,  openly  or  in- 
fidioufly  attacking  the  rights  of  the  people  of  this 
country—^and  he  was  forry  to  be  obliged  to  fay, 
that  what  had  been  impudently  and  violently 
attempted  by  the  minifter,  had  been  ftupidly  and 
blindly  acquiefced  in  by  the  country.  He  was 
no  flatterer.  He  took  upon  him  to  fpeak  from 
perfonal  obfervation,  and  he  repeated — the  mi^ 
niilers  had  from  year  to  year,  gone  forward  in 
their  attacks  dn  the  liberties  of  the  people  with 
daring  impudence^-^the  people  had  fubmitted  to 
thefe  progreflive  abridgments  with  blind  ftupi^ 
dity.  Afls  have  been  tacitly  fubmitted  to,  that, 
thirty  years  ago,  would  have  expofed  any  minif- 
ter to  contemptuous  ridicule,  even  for  fuggeft-* 
ing.--He  w  ould  have  been  laughed  at  as  a  fool^ 

for 
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for  thinking  it  polTible  that  fuch  things  Could  be 
borne.     Revenue  was  made  the  pretext  for  all 
thefe  harfh^  grinding  oppreffions;  and  thefe  hor- 
rible fummary  laws  were  defended   by  faying, 
that  our  neceflities  demanded  their  utmolt  and 
moft  rigorous  ftretch — ^an  argument  that  would 
gain  ftrength  as  it  went  on,  and  as  the  miferable 
fyftem  of  cabinets  involved  us  as  heretofore  in 
wars  and  armaments,  and  expences.     In  every 
way  they  were  grievous — Firft,  as  checks  on  the 
induftry — the  Qcill— the  improvements  in  our  ma- 
nufaftures— as  burthens  from  their  own  enor- 
mous amount — as  vexatious  from  the  uncontrol- 
able  power  which  they  gave  to  the  officers  who 
colleft,  and  to  the  boards  who  fummarily  conviQ. 
But,  as  if  all  thefe  were  not  fufficient — as  if  it 
were  not  enough,  by  the  endlefs  augmentation  of 
thefe  fevere  laws  and  penalties,  to  have  brought' 
every  defcription  of  men  in  the  kingdom,  one 
way  or  other,  under  their  rigour,  fo  that  even 
(what    on    the    comparifon   was   a  very  fmall, 
though  it  was  an  irkfome  thing)  no  man  could 
remove  a  fingle  dozen  of  wine  from  his  houfe 
in  town  to  his  houfe  in  the  country  without  li- 
cences.    Not  content  with  all  this,  and  with  de- 
priving the  fubjeft  of  his  trial  by  jury,  it  was 
Vot,  II.  T  now 
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now  proved^  that  government  bad  otherparpofcs 
to  which  thefe  opprefllve  laws  were  applied,  than 
what  they  dared  to  avow.    They  were  not  mere- 
ly for  revenue— they  were  made  the  inftniments 
of  the  word  corruption,  and  of  the  bafefl  de- 
bauchery,—they  were  made  to  intimidate  fome — 
to  favour  others— and  to  affift  a  plan  for  cor- 
rupting the  whole  mafs  of  the  conftituent  and 
reprefentative    bodies.     When    they   came   to 
look  at  thefe  things— >when  they  faw  that  fuch 
things  were  pradifed,  not  only  with  impunity, 
but  with  boaft— when  minifters,  trufting  to  the 
majority  which  thefe  very  pradices  ^avc  them, 
difdained  even  to  give  a  reafon— and  to  anfwer 
enquiries  that  were   demanded;  there  was  no 
remedy  but  in  themfelves.     It  were  in  vain  that 
a  few  independent  places  remained  firm  to  their 
true  interefts,  and  eleded  perfons  who  had  no 
private  interefts ;  in  vain  even  was  the  income 
parable  talents  and  the  incorruptible  virtue  of 
Mr.    Fox  himfelf  againft  the  weight   of  that 
fteady,  determined  hoft,  whom  the  minifter  had 
bound  to  his  fervice  by  perfonal  gratifications* 
iVrgument,  reafon,  truth— all  were  vain  againft 
this  overbearing  majority ;  and  therefore,  if  the 
people  did  not  roufe  from  the  fatal  lethargy  that 

fecmed 
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teemed  to  .pofTpfs  xh^m,  be  law  no  end  to  the 

lencxQaQ^enis  that  were  daily  nsiaking  on  our 

deareft  Eig^ts.-rThe  few  men  in  the  houfe  of 

commons^  >^ho)had.no  perTonfil  interefts  to  ftai^d 

in  the  way  of  th^ir  public,duty,  would  be  tired 

out^  or  would  ,be  melted  away  by  the  cpurle  of 

time;  and  ,it  was  not  to  be  imagined  that  men 

.would  enter  into  a  conflift  in  which  the  people 

tbemfelves  tooknopart^  ,^nd  about  which  they 

.were  fo  carelefs.    ,He  thought^  however,  that 

this  torpor  was  to  be  accounted  for,  only  by  the 

^people's  not  being  generally  acquainted  with  the 

.  .corruptions  that,  l^ad  been^pra^i fed.    He  though t 

fp,  becaufe  be  would  ifairly  (ay,  that  if,  in  his 

n)ipd,  the  country  at  large  knew  the  late  practices 

as  well  as  the  peqple  of  Weftminfter,  where  they 

had  been. chiefly  tran(a6led,.he  ihould  defpair  of 

.remedyi    and  ihould   indeed   think    them  not 

.ivorth  preferving*— A  people  that  could  tamely 

.  fee  qfe  made  of  thefe  abominable  laws,  muftbc 

,  loft  to  every  feeling  of  freemen :  but  he  thought  it 

likely  that  they  were  ignorant,  and  therefore,  he 

w^s  of  opinion  that  the. electors  of  Weftminfter 

.^all  pn  their  fellow  eledors,  in  every  corner 

of  the. kingdom,  ihould  explain  to  them  the  cir« 

c^mnftaoces  of  theilate  application  to  the  houfe 

T  2  of 
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of  commons— and  the  manner  in  which  the  ma« 
jority  of  the  minifter  had  ftepped  in  to  prevent 
all  enquiry  from  being  made.  They  ihould 
ftate  thefe  particulars  of  what  for  the  moment 
was  their  cafe,  but  what  to-morrow  might  be 
their  own. — And  as  a  mod  diredt  attack  was 
made  through  their  fides  on  the  privilege  of 
eleftion,  they  fhould  determine  on  fome  broad, 
legal,  conftitutional  remedy  for  the  evil — A  re- 
form in  the  reprefentation  was  the  only  efie£lual 
one  ;  and  to  accomplifh  this  objed  they  fliould 
form  aflbciations  througout  the  whole  kingdom 
— they  fliould  elighten  one  another  by  means  of 
thefe  aflbciations,  and  by  united  petitions— by 
inftruftions  to  their  reprefentatives,  force  them 
to  redrcfs  thefe  evils — he  faid  force  them,  be- 
caufe,  againfl  the  juft  reprefentations  of  an  unit- 
ed country,  no  man  would  dare  to  ftand  out. 
He  recommended  this  courfe,  for  there  was  no 
other— He  was  fure  that  a  reform  of  the  repre- 
fentation  would  never  come  from  within.  The 
only  one  inftance  in  which,  on  a  public  queftion, 
he  had  voted  againfl  the  great  and  fliining  man 
whom  the  eledlors  of  Weftminfter  had,  fo  much 
to  their  honour,  elefted  fo  often  as  their  reprc- 
fentative,  was  on  this  very  queftion  of  a  reform. 

He 
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He  was  proud,  and  ready  to  acknowledge  his 
error  and  his  fault;  when  this  queftion  came 
ouj  he  owned  that  be  was  induced,  from  the 
re^foning  and  perfuafion  of  fome  particular 
friends,  to  vote  againll  the  propofition  of  Mn 
Fox«  Every  day's  experience  had  fince  con« 
vinced  him  of  his  error.  He  had  feen  fuch 
grofs  infringements  on  conftitutional  principles 
made  every  year  with  more  and  more  audacity, 
that  he  was  convinced  nothing  but  a  funda* 
mental  reform  would  relieve  the  people ;  and 
he  therefore  pledged  himfelf  that  he  fhould  fup- 
pDrt  whatever  motion  for  a  reform  might  be 
made  by  Mr-  Fox  in  future,  convinced,  as  he 
was,  that  none  could  ht  Jo  bad  4s  the  prefcnt  fyf^ 
tern. 

A  PICTURE  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  corruption 
in  this  country,  fo  ably  drawn,  by  a  gentleman  fo 
defervedly'refpeftable,  and  whofe  fituation  en- 
ables him  to  be  in  the  fulled  pofleffion  of  the 
fafts  to  which  he  fpeaks,  fuperfedes  the  necelfi* 
ty  of  animadverfion  from  us,  who  have  neither 
the  ability  nor  opportunity  that  comes  within  his 
compafs,  of  making  fuch  accurate  and  difcrimi- 

pating  obfervationst 

Ancient 
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A-NciENT  State.  Weftminftcr  had  its^nanid 
from  the  abbey  or  mrnftcr,  fituatedf  to'  the  weft-» 
ward  of  the  city  of  London,  to  diftinguift  it  frow 
St.  Paul's  church  in  the  city,  which  was  anciently 
calFed  Eaftrninfter.  Iii  carFy  time?  this  noUd 
part  of  thte  metropolis,  was  sL  Wtle,  mean,  uo^ 
healthy  pISace,  ivith  nothing  worthy  of  notice^  bufi 
its  minfter  or  abbey ;  though  it  w  called  a  cBftlnft 
city,  it  is'not  even  incorporated,  nor  is  it  the  fee 
pf  abilhop* 

Till  the  general  diflblution  of  religious  houfes^ 
Weftminfter.  and  all  the  buildings  it  coritained, 
were  fubjed  to  the  arbitrary  rule  of  its  abbot  an^ 
monks;  but  in  1541,  king  Henry  the  Eighth^ 
upon  the  furrender  of  William  Benfpn,  its  laft 
abbot,  made  it  the  fee  of  a  bijliop,  with  a  dean 
and  twelve  prebendaries,  and.  appointed  all  the 
qounty  of  Middlefex,  excfcrit  Fulham,  which  bew 
longed  to  the  biihop  of  London,  for  its  diocefe. 
Upon  this  occafion.  Weft  minfter  became  a  city; 
but  as  it  had  never  more  than  dne  biihop,  the  hu 
ftio|)fic  being,  foon  after  its  inftitution,  dillblved 
by  Edlvard  the  Sixth,  it  could  no  longer  be 
fttidWy  termed  a  city,  though,  by  the  public  cour- 
tefy,  it  has  retained  that  dift;in<flipnj  except  ia 

afts 
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a<%  of  parliament,  and  other  public  deeds^  where 
it  b  ftyled  the  city  or  borough  of  Weftminftcr. 

It  is  governed  by  the  dean  and  chapter  of 
Weftminfter,  both  in  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  af- 
fairs; and  their  authority  likewife  extends,  not 
only  to  the  precind:  of  St.  Martin's-lc-Grand, 
and  to  fome  towns  in  Efiex,  but  to  fome  towns 
that  are  exempted  from  the  jurifdiftion  of  the 
bifliop  of  London,  and  the  archbifhop  of  Canter- 
bury. The  civil  adminiftration  is  in  the  hands 
of  laymen  elefted  by  the  dean  and  chapter.  The 
principal  magiftrate  is  the  high-fteward,  who  is 
commonly  one  of  the  greateft  peers  of  the  king- 
dom, and  is  chofen  for  life;  a  deputy-fteward, 
who  is  nominated  by  the  high-fteward,  and  con- 
firmed by  the  dean ;  an  high-bailiff,  nominated 
by  the  dean  and  chapter,  and  confirmed  by  the 
high-fteward.  Thefe  enjoy  their  places  for  life. 
Befides  thefe  officers  there  are  alfo  fixteen  bur- 
gefles,  and  as  many  affiftants,  a  high-conftablc 
chofen  by  the  burgelTcs  at  the  court-leet,  which 
is  held  by  the  deputy  of  the  high-fteward.  The 
high-bailiff  is  always  fuppofed  to  be  converfant 
in  the  law.  He  has  the  power  of  a  fheriff,  fum- 
mons  juries,  -prcfidcs  over  the  conftables  of  the 

city 
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city  and  liberties,  fuperintends  eledlions  for  mem-- 
bers  of  parliament,  and  in  the  court-lect  fits  ne^r 
to  the  deputy-fteward,  where  he  receives  all  the 
fines  and  forfeitures  to  his  own  ijfe:  but  the 
bufincfs  of  this  office  is  commonly  executed  by  a 
deputy  well  verfed  in  the  laws.  Out  of  the  fix-? 
teen  burgefles,  two  chief  burgefles  are  chofen, 
one  for  the  city,  and  the  other  for  the  liberties ; 
and  each  of  the  others  has  his  proper  ward  under 
his  jurifdiftion.  There  is  alfo  a  high  conftable, 
who  is  likewife  chofen  by  the  court-leet,  and  has 
all  the  other  conftables  under  his  command. 

The  firft  return  of  members  of  parliament  for 
this  city  was  in  i  Edw.  VL 

Right  of  Election.  1680,  15th  November. 
The  king's  menial  fcrvants,  not  having  proper 
houfes  of  their  own  within  the  city  of  Weftmin- 
fter,  have  not  a  right  to  give  voices  in  the  elec- 
tion of  citizens  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the 
faid  city. 

1789.  nth  May.     The  right  of  eledion  for 
the  city  and  liberty  of  Weftminfter,  is  in  the  in- 
habitant houfcholdcrs,  paying  fcot  and  lot^  with- 
in 
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in  the  united  pariihes  of  St.  Margaret  and  St. 
John,  and  the  fcveral  pariihes  of  St.  Paul,  Co- 
vent  Garden,  St.  Anne's,  St.  James,  St.  George, 
Hanover  Square,  in  the  liberty  of  St.  Martin-le- 
Grand,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  and  in  fb 
much  of  the  parifties  of  St.  Martin  in  the  Fields, 
St.  Clement  Danes,  and  St.  Mary  le  Strand,  as 
are  not  within  any  of  the  four  wards  of  the  liberty 
of  the  Duchy  of  Lancafter. 

Number  op  Voters — About  17,000,  but  not 
more  than  13,000  have  ever  polled. 

Returning  Officer — ^The  High  Bailiff^ 


MONMOUTHSHIRE. 


Political  Character. 

X  HE  chief  influence  that  prevails  here  is 
that  of  the  duke  of  Beaufort  and  John  Morgan^ 
Efq.  of  Tredegar,  in  this  county  ;  the  former  of 
whom  returns  one  of  the  members,  and  the  latter 

ha$ 


has  fiifEcxent  interdS  txr  pnxrure  a  return  foi^ 

T«n  dtrke,  however,  wher^  Mr.  Morgan  w» 
fiyft  propofed^  made  an  attempt  to  bring  in  both, 
the  members^  and  fet  up  Valentine  Morris,  £fq. 
of  Plsrsfields  a  candidate  to^  oppofe  his  intercft ; 
but  the  fptrked  exertions  of  Mr.  Morgan's 
friends,  united  with  thofc  of  the  independent 
gentlemen,  finally  prevailed,  and  their  own  mem- 
ber was'  accordingly  feated. 

Ancient  State.  This  was  formerly  a  Welch 
county,  and  was  called  by  the  Britons  Gwent, 
from  an  ancient  city  of  that  name»  and  is  at  pre- 
fent  called  Monmouthfliire  from  the  county 
town.  In  the  time  of  the  Romans,  it  was  a 
part  of  the  country  inhabited  by  .the  Silures ; 
and  long  after  the  inhabitants  were  cruelly  ha- 
ralTed  by  the  lords  of  the  marches,  to  whom  the 
kings  of  England  granted  all  the  lands  they 
could  conquer  from  them.  Indeed,  this  county 
was  originally  confidered  as  a  part  of  Wales,  aod 
thus  continued  till  near  the  end  of  the  reign  of 
king  Charles  II.  when  it  began  to  be  reckoned 
am  EAglifh  county,  becaufe  the  judges  then  be* 

gan 


UOVUOVttt  TOWN.  iSj 

1 

giri  to  keep  the  aflizes  here,   in  the  Oxfonf 

tircait. 

r 

Tuts  county  is  felted  in  the  province  of  Can^ 
t'erbury,  and  diocefe  of  Landaff,  and  contains' 
one  hundred  and  twerity-feven  parifhes.  It  is 
divided  into  fix  hundreds,  and  has  feven  market 
towns,  Monmouth,  Abergavenny,  Caerleott, 
Chcpftow,  Vfk^  Pontipole,  and  Newport, 


MGNMOUtH  TOWN, 

Political  Cijaracter.  This  borough,  in 
conjunction  with  thofe  of  Ufke  and  Newport, 
both  iti  this  county,  fends  but  one  member  to 
parlianient.  The  duke  of  Beaufort  is  confidered 
the  patron  and  leader  of  this  town,  and  his  in- 
tereft  always  procures  the  return  of  the  mem-i 
ber. 

Ancient  State.  This  town,  which  took  it$ 
name  from  its  fituation  on  the  river  Mynow,  is 
called  by  the  Welch  Mynwy,  and  is  fituated 
between  the  rivers  Wye  and  Mynow,  which  en- 
(:ompaf$  great  part  of  the  town.  It  has  a  bridge 
1  over 
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over  each  river;  and  alfo  a  third  bridge  over  the 
little  river  Trophy,  which  falls  into  the  Wye, 
almoft  clofc  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mynow.     It  is 
a  very  large  handfome  town,  feated  on  the  road 
to  Glouceftcr,  a  hundred  and  twenty-feven  milea 
to  the  weftward  of  London,  thirty-two  north 
by  weft  of  Briftol^  nineteen  fouth  of  Hereford, 
and  twenty-two  fouth  by  weft  of  Gloucefter. 
It  had  a  caftle,  which  was  a  ftately  edifice,  but 
is  now  in  ruins,  faid  to  be  eredled  by  John  Baron 
of  Monmouth,  from  whom  it  came  to  the  houfe  ^ 
of  Lancafter,  and  was  the  birth-place  of  king 
Henry  V.     The  town  was  formerly  encompailed 
by  a  wall  and  ditch,  and  has  been  confiderable 
ever  fince  the  conqueft.     Wihenoc  de  Mon- 
mouth, in  the  reign  of  Henry  L  founded  here  a 
convent    for    fome   Black  monks,    which    he 
brought  from  St.   Florence  in  France.     This 
alien  priory  was  made  denizen,  and  continued 
till  the  general  fuppreflion,  when  it  was  valu- 
ed at  56  K  IS.  I  id.  per  annum;  and  about  the 
year  1240,  John  of  Monmouth,  knight,  found-  ' 
ed  here  the  hofpital  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  and 
that  of  St.  John, 

This' 
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This  borough  was  firft  imprivilcgcd  to  fend 
members  to  parliament  by  Hen.  VIII.— Edw.VL 
is  faid  to  have  incorporated  it»  anno  regni  3, 
1550 ;  but  the  prefent  charter  was  granted 
anno  19  Charles  I. 

Corporation.  It  is  governed  by  a  mayor, 
recorder^  2  bailiflfs^  and  15  common  council- 
men. 


1 


Right  op  Election — 1680,  26th  Nffv.  Doth 
not  belong  to  the  burgeffes  inhabitants  of  the 
borough  of  Monmouth  only. 

The  burgeflcs  inhabitants  of  the  boroughs  of 
Newport  and  Ufke  in  the  county  of  Monmouth, 
have  a  right  to  vote  in  the  eleftion  of  a  burgefs 
to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  faid  borough  of 
Monmouth. 

Number  of  voters — About  800. 
Returning  Officers— The  Mayor  and  bai- 
liffs. 

Patron— The  duke  of  Beaufort. 

NORFOLK. 
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NORFOLK. 

Political  Character. 

I 

rTrn 

JL  HIS  county^  in  point  of  opulence,  may  be 
claffed  with  fome  of  the  firft  in  the  kingdom. 
The  nobilit)  refide  here  in  great  numbers,  but 
they  have  not,  when  united,  fufficient  power  to 
influence  efFeftually  the  freeholders  in  the  choice 
of  their  own  reprefentatives.  Thomas  William 
Coke,  Efq.  one  of  the  richeft  commoners  in 
England,  and  their  reprefentative  in  the  parlia- 
ment before  lad,  became  fo  unpopular,  on 
account  of  thefupport  which  he  gave  the  coali- 
tion, that  the  independent  gentlemen  made  fuch 
an  oppofition  againft  the  weight  of  intereft  which 
fupported  him,  that  they  at  length  finally  trium- 
phed. Mr.  Coke  was  oufted,  and  Sir  John 
Woodhoufe,  Bart,  was  elc£ied  in  his  room. 

Ancient  State.  Norfolk,  which  iignifies 
Northfolk,  received  its  name  from  its  fituation 
with  refpe6t  to  Suffolk,  and  was  intended  to  ex- 

prefs 
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prefs  the  northern  people  of  the  eaft  Angles- 
It  is  bounded  on  the  north  and  eaft  by  the  Tea 
and  part  of  Suffolk ;,  on  the  fouth  by  Suffolk ; 
and  on  the  weft  by  Cambridgefliire)  and  an  arm 
of  the  German  fea,  called  the  Wafli,^hich  fepa- 
rates  it  from  apart  of  Lincolnftiire.  This  county 
is  in  fome  fenfe  an  ifland,  the  river  Oufe  fepa- 
rating  it  from  Cambridg^fhire^  and  the  rivers 
Waveny  and  Little  Oufe  from  Suffolk;  while  the 
other  parts  are  wafiied  by  the  fea.  It  extends 
fifty-feven  miles  in  length,  from  eaft  to  weft,  and 
thirty-five  in  breadth,  from  Thetford  in  the 
fouth,  to  Wells  in  the  north ;  and  is  one  hundred 
and  forty  mile's  in  circumference.  Eaft  Derham, 
which  is  a  confiderable  market  town  near  the 
centre  of  the  county,  is  at  the  diftance  of  ninety* 
feven  miles  north-eaft  of  London. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  county,  in  the  time  of 
the  Romans,  were  named  the  Iceni,  and  during, 
the  heptarchy  it  formed  the  north  part  of  the 
kingdom  of  the  Eaft  Angles. 


N  O  R^ 
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NORWICH. 

Political  Character.  This  city,  in  point 
of  opulence^  commerce^  manufadures^  and  num- 
ber of  inhabitants^  is  the  fecond  in  the  kingdom. 
It  is  entirely  free  and  independent  in  its  repre- 
fentation,  and  is  only  influenced  in  the  ele6tion 
of  its  members,  by  integrity,  virtue,  and  eminent 
abilities.  It  forms  a  (liking  contrail*  with  fomc 
rotten  boroughs,  and  burgage  tenures,  the  pro- 
perty of  individuals,  where  the  few  eleflors 
which  they  contain,  can  confider  only  the  will 
and  command  of  their  lordly  mafter.  Here  the 
right  of  delegating  this  important  truft,  is  placed 

4 

as  it  ought  to  be,  and  where  our  conftitution, 
pure  and  free  from  alloy,  vefteid  it  in  fo  large  a. 
body  of  the  people,  that  the  diftatorial  authority 
of  thofe  who  call  themfelves  the  grtat^  has  no 
effea. 

Ancient  State.  This  city,  which  is  the  ca- 
pital  of  the  county,  is  feated  upon  the  fide  of  a 
hill,  encompafled  by  a  wall  and  deep  ditch.  By 
the  Saxons  it  was  called  Norwic^  nor  fignifying 

north, 


lK>iHh/ and  mV  a  bay^  flation^  or  caftle;  for  it 
may  be  confidered  sLs  feated  oh  a  bay  of  the 
rivifeir  Yare ;  and  it  received  the  appellation  of 
norths  from  its  fituation  with  refpeft,  to  a  very 
ancient  fortified  town,  about  three  miles  diftant^ 
called  Caftcr,  from  the  rUins  of  which  Norwich 
b  generally  fuppofed  to  have  rifen.  It  is  feat- 
ed  near  the  confluence  of  the  rivers  Venfder,  or 
Windfer^  and  the  Yare. 

It  was  plundered  and  burnt  by  Sweno,  king 
of  Denmark;  but  foon  recovering  itfelf,  it  had, 
in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Confeflbr,  one  thoU- 
fand  three  hundred  and  twenty  burgelfes.  It 
fuffered  greatly  by  the  infurreflion  of  Ralph,  earl 
of  the  Eaft  Angles,  againft  William  the  Conque- 
ror,  in  whofe  reign  it  was  befieged,  and  reduced 
by  famine* 

After  this  it  remained  in  a  ftate  of  quiet  for 
fome  time,  and  the  biihop's  fee  was  removed 
from  Thetford  hither;  when  Herbert  Lofinga, 
being  accufed  of  fimony  in  obtaining  the  epifco- 
pal  fee  of  Thetfordj  endeavoured  to  atone  for 
this  fin  by  building  a  very  handfbme  cathedral  at 
Norwich,  to  which  he  removed  the  fee,  and  ac-  .^ 

Vot.  IL  U  cordingly   ^ 


cordingly  the  firft  ilone^'as  laid  in  rC^«,  0A 
the  fouth  fide  of  it  he  founded lai.'monafteiy^ 
vhich  he  very  liberally  endowed*  He  alfp  buiU 
two  pajifh  churchesi  s^pd  ere<5l^  a  l^lace  foe 

himfelf  and  his  fucceflbrs* . 

I  *  * 

At  rER  this  Norwich  became  remarkable  foxt 
merchandize^  and  the^rcat  number  of  its  inhabit* 
tants,  who  were  increafed  by  the  ma'ny  Jews  that 
flocked  thereto.  In  the  17th  year  of  king  Ste- 
phenj  this  city  was  in  a  n^anner  built  anew,  and 
made  a  corporation,  which  that  monarch  grant-* 
ed  to  William,  his  third  fon;  but  Henry  II« 
took  it  from  him.  However,  his  fon  Henry,  to 
engage  Hugh  Bigod,  earl  of  Noffolk,  to  affift 
him  in  his  endeavours  to  wreft  the  crown  from 
his  father,  promifed  him  this  city,  and  put  hiin 
in  pofleffion  of  the  caftle,  where  he  fortified 
himfelf,  and  received  many  French  and  Flem- 
ings. But  the  king  foon  vanquiihed  him,  and 
not  only  took  this,  but  all  Other  caftles  from  him^ 
and  forced  him  to  pay  a  fine  of  a  thoufand 
marks;  by  this  means,  however,  the  cityre^ 
cei ved  a  great  deal  of  damage.  After  this  Lewis  of 
France,  afiifting  the  barons  againft  king  Jobti, 
and  his  fon  Henry  III.  foon  tcmk  it  by  fiege 

-plundered 


pturidercd  the  cnizehs,  and  again  reduced  it  td 
Ist  pcbr  coridilion. 

'  Ik  the  next  age  it  flour ifiied  again^  and  the  in- 
habitants ]petitioned  the  king  in  parliament^  that 
'thiey  might  have  liberty  t6  Wall  the  cityrouhd; 
iifhich  they  actordingly  did  upon  leave  granted. 

In  the  rleigri  of  Henry  IV.  inftead  ot  bailiffs 
and  coroners^  they  began  to  be  governed  by  a 
triayor  and  two  flierifFsj  ;arid  fn  the  heart  of  the 
city,  near  the  market-crofs,  they  built  a  beautir- 
ful  town-houfe.  Iri  the  year  1348,  they  were 
vifited  by  the  peftilence,  which  about  that  time 
was  fpread,  not  only  over  England,  but  almoft 
over  all  Europe.  It  fwept  away  in  this  city,  in 
about  fix  or  fcven  months,  fifty-feven  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  feVenty-four  pfeople,  bcfides 
'Mendicants  and  Dominitans;  which  may  ferve  to 
fcew  how  well  it  was  inhabited.  Norwich  under- 
went  other  iriisfortunes  at  different  times  5  but  it 
would  be  too  tedious  toinfift  upon  themparticu- 
larly  ;  only  we  (hall  take  notice,  that  in  1507,  it 
Was  almoft  entirely  confumcd  by  fire;  and  that 
it  was  plundered  in  the  timi  of  Ket's  rebellion. 
Since  that  time  it  has  enjoyed  almoft  continual 

U  2  peace. 


peace^  and  is  now.  one  of  the  moft  confiderable 
towns  in  this  ifland,  if  we  confider  the  number 
and  wealth  of  the  citizens,  its  extent,  its  manu- 
/a£Uires,  and  its  comtnerce*  King-  Henry  IV. 
made  this  city  a  county  of  itfelf,  and  itnpowered 
the  inhabitants  to  choofe  a  mayor  andtwolherifi&, 
inllead  of  bailiffs,  by  whom  they  bad  till:  then 
been  governed,  according  the  charter  they  had 
obtained  from  king  Stephen. 

This. city  had  a  mayor  and  two  {heriffs  ap« 
pointed  to  it  anno  1403,  by  Hen.  IV. 

NoR\yicH  appears  to  have  been,  in  ancient 
times,  much  more  populous  than  it  is  at  prefent, 
fince  it  formerly  contained  fifty-eight  parochial 
churches  and  chapels,  which  are  now  reduced  to 
thirty*{ixes  churches,  befides  the  cathedral^ 
and  a  church  in  the  fuburbs;  and  fomeofthefe  are 
very  mean  buildings.  The  cathedral  is  a  large 
ftruQure,  whofe  roof  and  cloifters  are  admired 
for  their  workmanlhip.  It  is  not  that  which  was 
built  by,  Herbert  Lofinga,  for  that  was  burnt 
down  by  an  accidental  firp.  After  which  John 
of  Oxford,  bifhop  of  this  fee,  reftored  it  to  ix$ 
former  fpendor. 

Herb 
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•  Here  is  the  ancient  palace  of  the  duke  of  Nor^' 
folk,  which  was  formerly  a  noble  and  magnificent 
ftruQure,  reputed  the  largeft  houfe  in  England. 
The  caftle  is  feated  on  a  high  hill,  and  furround- 
ed  by  a  very  deep  ditch,  over  which  is  a  ftrong 
bridge^  with  an  arch  of  an  extraordinary  lize. 
The  Saxons  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  the 
founders  of  this  caftle,  which  was  afterwards  re-' 
paired  by  Hugh  Bigod,  earl  of  Norfolk ;  but  it  is 
now  the  common  jail  of  the  county.  There  is  a 
Beautiful  town-houfe  in  the  market-pla€e>  and 
a  Guildhall  insSt.  Andrew's  parifh,  which  was 
formerly  the  monaftery  church  of  the  Black 
Friars.  The  houfe  of  correction,  called  Bridcr 
^  well,  is  clofe  by  St.  Andrew's  church,  and  built 
with  fquare  flint  ftone$,fo  curioufly  joined  toge- 
ther, that  no  mortar  can  be  feen.  The  market- 
crofs  is  built  with  free-ftone^  and  is  "very  lofty  5 
it  is  ereded  in  the  manner  of  a  piazza,  and  is 

veiy  beautiful  and  commodious.     The  king's 

•      •  • 

•fchool  was  anciently  a  chapel,  fubjeft  to  the  prior 
and  convent  of  the  cathedral  church ;  but  afte?" 
the  diffqlution,  it  was  turned  into  a  gramro.ar^ 
fchool,  by  £dwai;d  Yl.  apd  was  endowed  with 
the  lands,  tenements,  and  poiTeffions  of  the  faid 
chapel,  for  the  maintenance  of  a  fchool-mafter 

and 


and  ufiier,  -fiDcewhich  time  the  falaryhas  hei^n 
^l^rged.  The  fcbol3f:s  are  nominate^  by  the 
mayor  for  the  time  feeiijgi  with  the  iQajority  of 
the  aldermen.  As  for  the  houfes^  they  are  gene^ 
rally  very  handfome  a^  lofty,  c(pecially  about  the 
iparket-place  I  in  the  lanes  and  leffer  ftreets^ 
indee^l,  there  are  fome  thatched  houfes,  but  not  very 
contemptible,  but  thefc  in  time  will  dif^ppear, 
as  all  new  houfes  afe  to  be  tiled.  ^  Some  authors 
call  Norwich  an  orchard  in  a  city,  or  a  city  in  ai| 
orcharcj,  on  account  of  the  variety  of  gar<lens,  an^ 
trees  in  a  particular  part,  npar  the  walls. 

In  the  city  are  twelve  charity  fghools,  where. 

two  hundred  and  ten  boys,  and  one  hundred  and 

'■■    ■       ■     .  ^         \'  ■    ,.    • 

forty-four  girls^  are  taught,  clothed  and  fupplied 

with  books.     Here  are,alfo  four  hofpitals,  one 

of  which,   called   St.  Helen's,    was  .originally 

founded  for  the  entertainment  of  ftrangers,  by^ 

king  H'enry  Vni.  but  is  noyr  appropriated  to 

theufeof  thepoo^-of  the  city;   in  it  are  main- 

tained  a  matter,  a  chaplain,  and  eightj  poor  men 

and  women,  clothed  in  grey  ;  thefe  mutt  be  fixty 

years  of  age  before    they  can   be    admitted. 

Another  of  the  hofpitaljs,  called  Doughty'Sji  cpn-^ 

fifts  of  a  matter,  fixteen  poor  men,  and  eight 

women,  all  clothed  in  purple.     The  other  two. 


hofpitals  are,  one  for  bovs,  and  the  other  for 
girls  ;  the  former  contains  thirty  poor  boys, 
who  are  taught  tq  read  and  writer  and>  at  a  proper 
age,  put  out  apprentices ;  and  the  latter  is  for 
the  like  number  of  girls^  who  are  provided  for  in 
the  fame  manner.  Each  of  thefe  hofpitals  was 
founded  by  a  mayor  of  this  city. 

Corporation.  A  mayor,  a  recorder,  two 
Iheriffs,  twenty-three  aldermen,  and  fixty  com- 
mon-councilmen.  The  mayor  is  nominated  by 
the  freemen,  who  return  two  aldermen  to  their 
court,  one  of  whom  is  elefted.  The  mayor,  re- 
corder, and  the  fieward  for  the  time  being,  are 
juftices  of  the  peace,  and  of  the  quorum,  in  the 
city  and  its  liberties  ;  the  mayor,  after  his  may* 
oralty  expires,  is  juftice  of  the  peace  for  life. 
One  of  the  (heriffs  is  annually  elefled  by  the 
s^dermen,  and  the  other  by  tb^  freemen^ 

Right  of  Election.  1701,  March  12.  Is 
in  the  freeholders,  and  fuch  freemen  only  of  the 
faid  city  as  are  entered  in  the  books^  and  do  not 
receive  alms  or  charity. 
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Nu M BJ&R  OF  VOTERS — about  3,000. 
Returning  officers — -the  fberiffs. 

YAR, 


39^  YARMOUTKi 


YARMOUTH. 

Political  Character.  This  large  town  is 
independent  in  its  political  fituation  ;  for,  altho* 
the  families  of  Townfhend  of  Honingham,  and 
Walpole,  have  fome  intereft  here,  yet  it  is  not  in 
fuch  a  degree  as  to  be  termed  art  influence.  Sir 
John  Jarvis  and  Mr.  Beaufoy  carried  their  elec- 
tion in  1774,  againft  the  united  efforts  of  the 
above  gentlemen. 

Ancient  State.  This  place  is  called  Great 
Yarmouth,  to  diftinguifh  it  from  a  fmall  village 
in  its  neighbourhood,  called  Little  Yarmouth. 
It  took  its'  name  from  its  fituation  at  the  mouth 

of  the  river  Yare,  and  is  a  hundred  and  twenty- 

« 

two  miles  north-eaft  of  London.  This  town 
was  generally  thought  to  have  been  built  out  of 
the  ruins  of  an  ancient  Roman  city^  named  Ga-j 
rinaonum,  where  the  Stablefian  horfe  lay  in  gar- 
rifon  againft  the  ancient  Britons  ^  but  the  fcite  of 
(he  ancient  Garinaonutn  was,  according  to  Cam- 
^en,  at  Burgh  caftle,  on  the  other  fide  of  the 

YarC| 


Ywc,  about  two  miles  from  Yarmouth.  This 
town  was  anciently  one  of  the  Cinque-ports.  It 
had  a  provoft  granted  it  by  king  Hen.  I.  and 
was  made  a  borough  by  king  John.  In  the  reign 
of  Edw.  I.  it  began  to  fend  members  to  parlia^ 
ment,  and  was  encompalTed  by  a  wall  and  ditch  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  III.  in  the  fame  reign  a 
peflilence  raged  here,  which  carried  off  feven 
thoufand  of  the  inhabitants.  In  the  time  of  Edw. 
III.  the  inhabitants  fent  ^  forty-three  fhips,  and 
1075  feamen  to  the  fiege  of  Calais*  Rich.  IL 
granted  the  inhabitants  permiflion  to  build  a 
quay,  after  which  they  had  great  quarrels  with 
the  Cinque-ports,  for  being  excluded  out  of  their 
number,  and  confequently  deprived  of  their  pri- 
vileges. King  Hen.  III.  granted  the  city  a  char- 
ter, by  which  it  was  governed  by  two  bailiffs 
and  a  recorder,  who  were  juftices  of  the  peace. 
At  the  acceifion  of  James  I.  the  inhabitants,  who 
amounted  to  about  5000,  were  incorporated  by 
the  name  of  a  bailiff,  aldermen  and  common- 
council  ;  but  Charles  IL  granted  them  a  new 
charter. 

The  feamen  employed  here,  by  the  merchants, 
?fe  efteemed  the  beft  in  England  ;  and  though 


yarmouth  is  not  (q  large  ^  Norwich^  it  i«  ge.; 

^rally  reckoned^  in  proportion  to  its  extent^  fu^ 

perior  in  trade  and  wealth ;  for  upwards  of  half 

a  century  ago«  above  iioo  veiTels  belonged  to 

this  poft^  befides  the  ihips  which  the  merchants* 

pf  this  town  were  owners  of^  or  concerned  in,  at 

other  ports.     Its  iituation^  indeed,  is  exceedingly 

commodious    for   trade,   being   feated   on  the 

German  ocean,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Yare,  which 

is  navigable  from  hence  tp  Norwich ;   befides 

^vhich,  there  i?  a  navigation  from  this  town  by 

the  W^veny,  to  the  fputh  parts  of  Norfolk,  and 

the  north  of  Suffolk,  while  the  inhabitants  trade 

to  the  north  part  of  the  county,  by  ipeans  of  an*- 

other  river  called  the  Thyrne.     Jhis  pof  t  is  the 

chief  rendezvous  of  the  colliers  betweeij  New- 

caftle  ai)d  London ;  for,  though  there  are  fome 

dangerous  banks  of  fand  in  the  nei^liibourhoodj^ 

|he  roads  on  the  caft  fide  of  the  town  afe  fo 

fafe,  that  they  are  much  frequented  by  vpflel^ 

which  pafs  and  repafs,  and  the  inhabitants  are  at 

the  expence  of  between  2  and  3000  U  a  yiear,  to 

keep  the  harbour  clean.    Yarmouth  carries  pn  a 

great  trade,  both  to  France,  Holland,  the  North 

and  Eaft  fe^s,  and  exports  fuch  impicnfe  qyanti- 

|ic5  of  porn  and  malt,  that  many  years  ago,  thefe 

article? 


i 


^itiilis  are  fiud  to  ha.ve  amouaced  so  ^ao»og^ 

quarters  a  year.'.  -Rii^  town  has  the  whole  hcrw 
ring  fiiherjr  of  the  coaflr,  in  which  the  inhabitants 
jcmploy  150  veffels,  and  between  40  and  50  fail 
in  the  exportation  t  50>cxx>  barrels  of  herrings, 
which  Ibme  magnify  to  40,000  lafls^  containing 
40,000,000  of  herrings,  are  generally  taken  and 
cured  here  in  a  year.  Thefe  herrings  are  chiefly 
cfxported  by  the  nierchants  of  Yarmouth,  and 
the  reft,  by  thofe  of  London,  to  Spain,  Portugal^ 
and  Italy,  whichi  with  the  crapes,  camlets^ 
^ttd  other  Norwich  fluffs,  occalionmach  bufinefs^ 

and  em^jdoy  a  great  nuft^ber  of  hands  aqd  (hip. 

«      •  * 

•  .-  .        .  .    . 

pmg.    •  *''•'*.    '  .  •  ♦ 

By  a  charter  granted  by  Hen.  III.  the  town  is 
J)ound  to  fend  every  year  to  the  ftieriffs  of  Nor-" 
wich  a  hundred  herrings,  baked  in  twenty-fouf 
parties,  which  the  fhcriffs  are  to  deiiver  to  the 
lord  of  the- manor  of  Eaft  Carleton,  a  village 
pear  New  Buckenham :  he  gives  the  (heriffs  his 
receipt  for  them^  and  by  his  tenure,  is  obliged  to 
prefent  f hem  to  the  king,  wherever  he  is* 

.  This  town  wa«  governed  by  twobaiiiifs  in  the 

X€\gn  of  Hen.  ill. .  King  James  L  anno  re^i  6, 

R  incor- 


1  •  <  «     ;  »  ♦   ■• 


JOO  THETFORD. 

incorporated  it  by  the  name  of  bailiiFand  aider- 
menu  It  lent  members  to  parliament  in  the  reign 
pf  £dw.  L  as  early  as  Lynn  and  Norwich  did. 

Corporation.  It  is  governed  by  a  raayor^ 
leventeen  aldermen,  a  recorder,  and  thirty-fix 
i:onmion-councilmen, 

> 

The  corporation  has  particular  and  extenfiye 
privileges,  it  having  both  a  court  of  record,  and 
an  admiralty :  in  the  court  of  record,  civil  caufes 
^c  tried  for  unlimited  fums ;  and  in  the  court  of 
admiralty,  they  f:an,  in  fome  pafes,  try,  condemn^ 
gnd  execute^  without  waiting  for  a  warrant. 

Right  of  Elbption,     |n  th^  buige0es  a( 

Nlimeer  of  voters— 787. 
IIetur^ing  officer— The  Mayoft 

THETFORD, 

Political  Character,    The  right  of  elec-. 

tion  in  this  borough  being  in  the  corporation,, 

confiding  of  a  mayor^  recorder,  te^  aldcrinen, 

and  twenty  gprnmon-councilj  exclufive  of  the 

inh«-) 


l{ihabiniit$»  thb  ftled  junto^  like  all  others^ 
whom  *<  accident  or.  intrigue"  have  invefled 
wiih  the  delegating  powers  of  a  nation,  are  uiw 
derthe.  control  of  a  patron.  They  have,  in« 
^dcc^r^^t:  fome  time  manifefted  a  ftrong  difpofi- 
.UQfi  tp^  -become  refradory  s  hut  in  lb  doing,  they 
only  add  to  their  political  delinquency  the  crime  of 
ingratitude^  as  moft  of  thefe  feled  member-ma« 
kers  have,  at.a  former  period^  experienced  unli<« 
mited  favours  from-  the  munificence  of  their 
leader.  .     ^ .. . , 

4 
I 

Ancient  State.  This  boroi^h  took  iti 
name  from  its  being  feated  on  a  foiall  river 
called  the  Thet.  It  is  divided  by  the  Little«. 
Oufe^  which  here  leparates  it  from  the  county  of 
Sufiblk,  and  (lands  in  a  pleaiant  open  country^  at 
the  diftance  of  eighty  miles  from  London.  It 
is  generally  fuppofed  to  have  arifen  from 
the  ruins  of  the  ancient  Sitomagus,  a  Roman 
city^^  which  was  deftroyed  by  th.e  Danes ;  but 
Dr-  Gale,  and  others,  place  that  city  at  Woolpit* 
However,  here  are  flill  many  marks  of  anti- 
quity ;  particularly  a  large  mount,  called  Caftle^ 
hill,  thrown  up  to  a  great  height,  and  fortified  by 
a  double  rampart.  According  to  tradition,  it  had 

wall|» 


♦iralls,  thdiigh  nciw  theri  i»fto  dppeaianc€  &f  iH^m  $ 
it  is  likcwife  fuppofed  to  h4vc  been  a  D&fiiih 
fcattipl    This  tovtrn'  was  6nce  the  meti^a^Iis  of 
the  ftiri^otiiof  thdEaft^Arigl^S ;  and  ift  671,  the 
archbifllop  of  Canterbury  held  a  fynod  here*  Ift 
Ihe  year  %i6,  it  l^as  ravaged  by  the  jyikei;  fltJr*. 
ing  the  reign  of  king  Edmurtd.  Some  years  aft'et 
they  feturiied  again^  took  Thetford^  a'nd^fAi  It  bh 
lire;  but  fol"  want  of  provifions,  wfere  fbrced  tb 
ictumback  to  their  fhipS;*  Ih -fee  year  ^699;  they 
came  again,  when  they  burnt  Thetford  and  Cam- 
tridgci  and  rifled  all  the  abbeys  and  churches  in 
their  \vdy,  gaining  a  gpc»t  deal  of  plunder,  with 
'Which  they  returned  Co  their  fhips.  '  Afee!'  Cd*. 
liute  the I)anc  became  king,  Thetford  beganto  re- 
cover, and  was  fo  profperbiis  in  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward the  Gonfeflbr,  that  there  were  nine  hundred 
6nd  •  forty-ftven  burgeflts  %    and  in  thfe  time  of 
William  thir  Conqueror,  it  had  feven  hundred  and 
twenty  maiifions,  arid  the  chief  magiftrate  was 
ftyled  conful.    It  was  a  biftiop's  fee  fot  fiim* 
time  r  when  Herbert   Lofinga,  being  made  bi- 
(hop  oFT^etford  by  William  Rufus,    removed 

r  r 

the  fe<f  to  Norwich,  whcte  it  has  continued  evet 

fince.     Tn  the  reign  of  Hiriry  VII I;  Thetford 

•  »  - 

was  a  place  of  fuchconfequehce,  astabe^made  a 

fufFra- 


faffragaa  fee  ta  Norwich;  but  it  continued  fd 
only  during  that  reign. 

•  •         •  % 

Thittord,  in  its  flourifhing  ftatc,  had  eight 
tndnaffaeiles'.  In  the  church  of  St.  Mary's^  at 
Thetfori!^  was  a  focicty  of  religious  fo  early  ks  the 
teign  of  king  Edward  the  Confeflbr,  if  not  before  | 

and  hither. .  Arfafhis^  foifiiop  of  the  EaftwAngles^ 

• 

iremo ved  fais  epifqopal  feat  from  North.  Elmham 
in  1075  ;  but  it  continued 'here  only  nineteen  or 
twenty  years  before  it  wets  tranflated  to  Nor^ 
wich  :  after  which>  about  the  year  1104,  a  mo- 
naftery  for  Cluniac  monks  was  built  here  by  Roj 
ger  Bigod,  or  Bigot, .  and  made  fubordinate  to 
the  abbey  of  Clunyin  France;  but  the  place 
being  found  inconvenient,  they  began  a  more 
ftately  monaftery  without  the  town,  on  the  other 
fide  the  river.  This  was  finifhed  in  1114,  dedi- 
cated to  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  was  made  denizen 
In  the  fiftieth  year  of  the  reign  of  Edwsird  III. 
Upon  the  diflblution  of  .religious  houfes,its  reve- 
nues, according  to  Dugdale,  amourit^ed  to  512  L 
14  s.  4  d.  a  year ;  but  according  to  Speed  to  41 8 1. 
6  s.  3  d.  A  priofy  of  regular  canons,  of  the  or- 
der of  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  or  the  Croft,  was 
founded  here  by  William,  earl  of  Warren,  in  the 
teign  of  king  Stephen,  which,  at  the  time  of  the 

fup- 
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fuppreflibn^  had  fix  refigiousi  whofe. annual  ie2 
venue  amounted  to  (J9 1.  6.  s.  8  d.  On  the  Suffolk 
fide  of  the  tdwn  was  an  ancient  houle  of  tegular 
canons^  dedicated  to  St.  George ;  but  becoming 
ruinous  and  forfaken^  abbot  Hugh  de  Narwold, 
and  the  convent  of  St.  Edmundfbury  in  Sufiblk, 
.  placed  nuns  here ;  at  the  dillblution  of  which  there 
was  a  priorefs  and  tennims^  whofe  revenue  amount* 
ed  to  40 L  I X s.  2d.  per  ann.  Towards  the  be- 
ginning of  the  reign  of  Edw.  IIL  a  houfe  of  fri^ 
ars  is  faid  to  have  been  founded  in  the  town  by 
Henry,  earl,  afterwards  duke  of  Lancafter.  With- 
out the  town  was  an  hdfpital,  dedicated  to  St« 
Mary,  endowed  at  the  fuppreflion  with  only  i  L 
13  s.  6d.  per  ann.  Here  was  an  hofpital  called 
God's-houfe,  before  the  24th  of  Edw*  I.  In  the 
reign  of  Richard  II.  here  was  a  houfe  of  Auguf- 
tine  friars,  founded  by  John  of  Gaunt,  duke  of 
Lancafter ;  and  here  was  likewife  a  college,  de^ 
dicated  to  St.  Mary,  confifting  of  a  mafter  and 
fellows,  which,  at  the  fuppreflion,  was  valued  at 
J09L  per  annum. 

Thetpord  had  likewife  formerly  a  mint ;  it 
has  been  honoured  with  the  prefence  of  many  of 
our  fovcreigns,  particularly  Hen.  1.  and  Hen.  IL 

Queen 
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Queen  Elizabeth  and  James  L  made  it  one  of 
their  hunting  feats,  aiid  the  latter  had  a  palace 
here^  which  is  (till  called  the  King's  Houfe^ 

It  is  (till  of  corifid^rable  extent,  though  far 
from  being  fo  populous  as  it  was  in  the  reign  of 
£dw.  IIL  when  it  had  twenty  churches,  and  the 
above-mentioned  religious  houfbs^ 

It  fent  to  parliament  the  ift  of  Edw.  IV. 

GdRPORAtidN.  It  was  incoiporated  the  i6th 
bf  Elizabeth,  and  cdni^fts  of  a  mayor,  recorder^ 
ten  aldermeni  and  twenty  common  councilmen^ 

ItESOLUTIOKS  ON   tHfe   RIGHT   OF    £LECTIOK. 

3d  of  May,  1685.  The  charter  of  the  i6th  of 
^izabeth,  granted  to  the  borough  of  Thetfordj 
was  not  duly  nor  legally  (urrcndercd. 

7  June,  1685.  Is  in  the  mayor,  ten  alder- 
men, and  twenty  common  council. 

Number  op  votERs — ^i* 
I^ETURNMVG  OFFICER — The  Mayoi*. 
Patron— The  Duke  of  Graftom 
Vol.  n.  X  CASTLE- 


f    3«6    J 

•  -      •  • 

CASTLE    RISING. 

pQUTxcAt  Character.  Thi$  borough  fofoiH 
the  moft  firiking  contrafl  with  the  city  of  Nor-« 
wich.  jThe  burgeiS:s  hcilB  lormerfy  were  abqut 
fifty  in  number^  but  iince  this  tpwn  was  bccpm^ 
the  joint  property  of  the  ^ad  of  Orfpr^i,  9fxd 
countefs  dowager  of  Suffolk,  they  have  thought 
it  convenient  to  reduce  this  number  to  two  only. 
Theeled^ion  of  a  mayor,  who  is  alio  the  returning 
officer,  mufl  be  made  annually,  out  of  this  nu-- 
meroua  body^  confiding  of  the  clergyman  and 
the  farmer,  who  eled:  each  other  alternately  into 
this  great  and  refpedable  fituation^  and  who  bavo 
the  honour  to  return  to  the  houfc  of  reprefenta- 
tives  as  many  members  as  their  conltituent  body 
confifts  of.  Nothing  can  hold  out  the  farcical 
reprefcntation  of  this  country  in  more  glaring 
colours  than  this  as  alfo  the  immediate  neceflity 
of  fome  kind  of  reformation. 

Ancient  State*     This  borough  obtained  its 

'  name  from  an  old  caftle,  which,  together  with 

the  town,  is  fituated  on  a  lofty  eminence.     This 

caftle    was  built  by  William  d'Albini,  earl  of 

Arundel  and  Suflcx,  in  the  time  of  king  Hen.  L 

There: 
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%¥here  were  in  the  nvaUs  of  it  thxtt  to  wen,  which 
tlie  lords  HunAanton^  Wotton,  and  RidoD»  west 
bound  to  defend  and  maintain ;  and  ta  fupport 
their  men^  they  had  a  power  given  them  by  a  fta- 
tute  of  the  3d  of  Edward  I.  to  take  provifton  of 
the  circumjacent  villages,  paying  for  it  withiil 
forty  days.  From  king  Hen.  I.  to  rtie  27th  of 
Hen.  III.  the  Albines,  earls  of  Arundel  and  Suf- 
fex,  held  this  caftle,  by  which  tenure  they  enjoy- 
ed a  third  part  of  the  ciiftoihs  of  the  port  of  Lynrf, 
till  the  pcdplc  of  Lyriri  befieged  one  of  the  earls 
in  the  caftle,  and  fo  ftreightened  him,  that  he 
was  forced  to  releafehis  right  ;athei;n,  and  fwear 
never  to  attempt  the  recovery. 

Castle-Rising  is  ninety-feveh  miles  diftant 
from  London,  slnd  i^  an  ancient  borough  by  pre-^ 
fcription.  It  wa3  formerly  a  cpnfiderable  place; 
but  the  harbour  being  choaked  up  with  fand,  it 
is  in  a  manner  deferted,  and  has  loft  its  trade  and 
moft  of  its  inhabitants.  Here  is,  however,  an 
hofpital  for  twelve  poor  men,  and  an  almshouie 
for  twenty-four  poor  widows,  both  founded  by  the 
family  of  the  Howards.  In  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  town  is  a  Urge  chafe,  with  the  privileges 
of  a  forcft*    This  town,  and  fome  of  the  neigh- 

X  2  bouring 
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ftburing^  parifties,  retain  the  old  Normatt  cuffoiH^ 
'    by  which  all  wills  muft  be  proved  before  the  par-* 
fon  of  the  pariih. 

This  borough  never  fent  members  to  parlia- 
ment  till  the  lad  year  of  king  Philip  and  queen 
Mary,    1558. 

GoRPORATiON.  It  is  gpvemed  by  a  mayor, 
vrho  is  returning  officer. 

Right  of  £lection#    tn  the  free  bufgefles 

NuM'EER  or  VOTERS — TWO. 

Patrons — Countefsrf  Suffolk,  and  earl  of  Oi^:* 
ford. 

LYNN'. 

Political  Character.  This  borough  was^ 
always  attached  to  the  Walpole  family,  under 
ivhofe  influence  it  continues  at  this  time.  Sir 
Robert  Walpole  was  member  for  this  ptace  at  the 
time  of  his  famous  expulfioit,  in  171 1,  for  alien- 
ating five  hundred  pounds  of  the  public  money ; 
the  words  of  his  cxpulfion  being  "  for  breach  of 

« 

**  truft,  and  notorious  corruption  when  fecretary 
^*  at  war.*'      And  it  was  refolved  "  that  he  was, 

•'  and 
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^  'and  is,  incapable  .of  being  clcdcd  a  member  to 
^'  ferve  in  parliament.'^      The  elcdors  of  Lynn, 
however,  chofe  him  again,  although  oppbfed  by  a 
Mr.  Taylor.  The  unfuccefsful  candidace  petition* 
ed  the  houfe  againft  the  xe.oled:ion  of  Sir  Robert 
Walpole ;  but  the  houfe  had  chemodefty  to  refiife 
Mn  Taylor,  on  account  of  his  having  only  a  mi- 
4iority  of  votes,  and  declared  the  eledlion   void. 
Id  this  cafe  the  commons  aded.  cenftitutionally  ^ 
iitit  in  feating  Mt.  Luttr^ll  for  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  inftead  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  their  conduft 
Mas  certainly  4:te  sreverfe.     -Their  conviAion  of 
Xhc  proceedings  4]pon  that  head  being  improper^ 
is  manifefted  in  their  expunging  thofe  refolutions 
which  had  palied  formerly,  relative  tothatbufinefi^ 
jdeclaring  them  ille^l  and  unconftitutional. 

,  A»craNT  State.  Lynn-Regis,  or  King's- 
Lynn,  is  thus  named,  by  way  of  diilindion  from 
three  villages  in  the  county,  called  Weft-Lyniij 
North- Lynn,  and  Old^Lynn*  The  learned  aur- 
thor  of  the  additions  to  Camden  obferves,  that  its 
original  name  was  Len,  which,  in  the  Saxon 
^tongue,  Signifies  a  farm  or  tenure  in  lee.  it  was 
formerly  called  Biihop's-Lynn,  from  its  belong* 
ing to  the Jbiihop  of  Norwich;  but  coming  by 

t  exchange 
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exchange  into  tht  hands  of  Hfenry  VEIL  it  ob-i 
tained  its  prefent  name.  Thegreatcft  part  of  it  ik 
furnoundcd  with  a  wall  and  a  ^eep  trench^  and 
through  it  runs  four  fmall  liycrB^over  which  theyfe 
are  about  fifteen  bridgea.  From  the  ruing  trf  tht 
worics  dentt>Ii(hed  ita  th<;  civil  Wats>  ic  appeata  to 
Jiave  been  a  pbde  of  great  ftrcngth.  It  eictenda 
j^lpng  the  eaft  (ide  of  th^  Oak,  which,  upon  ^ 
l)igh  fpring  tide,  is  faid  to  rife  twenty  feet  per- 
pendicular^ and  is  about  t)te  breadth  of  the 
Thamea  above  t.ondon  bridge, 

.  j  • 
/At  &4e  oorth  end  of  the  town  is  a  fortrefs^ 
;CommonIy  called  St.  Anne'§  fort,  with  a  platforni 
of  twelve  large  guns,  which  coknmand  all  fhips 
that  go  in  and  out  of  the  harbour.  Befides  the 
wall,  it  is  defended  by  regular  haftion^  ;  and  the 
ditch  liea  almoft  in  the  form  of  a  femicircle. 
The  principal  church  is  dedicated  St.  Margaref, 
,and  is  built  in  the  Gothic  tafte.  It  is  accounted 
by  fomc,  one  of  the  largcft  parifh-churchc  itx 
.  England. 

KfNG's-LYNif  was  a  borough  by  prefcripti^ 

-before  the  reign  of  kli^  John,  ivho^  on  !8iccount 

of  its  adhering  to  him  agaiilft  the  barons,  nntlc 

:  it 
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it  a  free  boroug'h^  wifh  large  privileges^appoihu 
ing  the  town  a  pravoft^  aod  giving  it  a  lilver  cup 
ef  about  eighty  ounce«»  <]Guble  giit  and  enamel^ 
led,  with  four  large  iilver  maces,  that  are  carried 

» 

before  the  mayor :  king  Henry  Vlllth's  fword^ 
which  he  gave  to  the  town,  on  its  coming  into 
his  poifeflion,  by  exchange,  with  the  bifiiop  of 
Norwich,  is  likewift  carried  before  (he  mayor. 
King  Hen.m.  ms^de  it  a  mayor  |:owd,  oaac^ 
count  of  the  inhabitants  ferving  him  againft  the 
barons ;  and  in  the  late  civil  wars  it  held  out  for 
Charles  h  and  fuftained  a  liege  againil  upwards 
of  1 8,000  men,  for  above  three  weeks ;  but,  for 
want  of  relief,  was  at  length  obliged  to  furrender, 
and  to  pay  ten  (hillings  a  head  for  every  inhabi- 
tant, with  a  month's  pay  to  the  foldiers,  tq  pre- 
vent its  being  plundered^  This  town  h*s  had  fif- 
teen royal  charters.  It  was  made  a  borough  in 
the  5th  year  of  the  reign  of  king  John,  1 294.^ 
Here  was  a  mayor  in  the  time  of  Edw.  IV, 

Corporation.  It  is  governed  by  a  mayor, 
an  high-ftcward,  an  under-fteward,  a  recorder, 
twelve  aldermen,  eighteen  common-councilmen^ 
with  other  inferior  officers. 

Every 
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Every  firfl  Monday  in  the  months  the  mayoF» 
aldermen,  magiftrates,  an4  preachers  meet,  tq 
decenhine  a^l  controverfies  in  an  amicable  man?? 
ner  between  the  inhabitants,  in  order  to  prevent 
}aw-fuits.  This  excellent  cuftom  was  eftablifhe4 
in  15583  and  is  called  the  feaftpf  reconciliation. 

Number  of  voters — About  300. 
Returning  officer— The  Mayor? 
Patron — Lord  Walpole, 


NORTHUMBERLAND, 

Political    Character. 

X  HE  balance  between  ariftocracy  and  inde- 
pendence is  nearly  even  in  this  county.  The  in- 
tcreft  of  the  duke  of  Northumberland  is  (b  power-, 
ful,  as  to  return  one  of  the  members,  but  in  1774, 
he  attempted  to  bfing  in  both  ;  jn  this  he  was  op- 
pofed  by  Sir  William  Micjdleton,  one  of  the 

*  prefent  reprefentatives,  who,  affifted  by  the  in- 

»  '    '   .     •  '       ■    ■  ■ 

dependent  yeomen  and  gentlemen,  finally  obtain- 
ed a  yidory,  and  was  accordingly  feated. 


I 
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■  Ancient  State.  This  is  the  old  Saicon  name 
of  the  county,  which  was  written  Northan-Hum- 
bcr-lond,  fignlfying  the  land  or  country  north  of 
the  Humbcr.  It  being  formerly  not  only  a  dif- 
trift  of  larger  extent  than  it  is  at  prcfdit,  com« 
prehending  Yorkihirc,  Durham,  Lancafter,  Weft^ 
morelahd  and  Cumberland,  as  well  as  Northum-* 
berland,  hut  was  a  diftin<£t  kingdom  of  the  Saicon 
heptarchy.  It  is  a  maritime  county,  extendix^ 
£irther  north  than  any  of  the  others,  bordering 
on  Berwick«upon-Tweed  and  Scotland^ 

This,  with  fomeof  the  adjacent  counties,  was, 
in  the  time  pf  the  Romans,  inhabited  by  the  Ot- 
tadini,  Ottadeni,  or  Ottatini,  a  people  fuppofed 
to  haye  been  thus  called  from  their  fituation  upon 
the  river  Tync.  Thefe  peqple,  being  uneafy  un- 
'  dcr  the  fioman  government^  confpired  with  the 
Caledonians,  in  the  reign  of  the  emperor  Severus> 
and  threvir  off  the  yoke ;  at  which  that  prince  was 
fo  provoked,  that  having  aflembled  his  army,  in 
order  to  reduce  them,  he  had  the  cruelty  to  or^ 
der  his  foldiers  to  give  them  no  quarter ;  but  his 
i^eath  prevented  the  executioi^  of  this  inhuman 
-  command,  and  the  Britons  were  left  mafters  qf 

tbts 
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this  province,  till  Theodblius^  landing  in  England^ 
recovered  it  out  of  their  hands. 

.    After  the  Romans  had  withdrawn  their  for4 

ces>  the  Britons,  who  had  been  exhaufted  by  the 

» 

braved  of  their  youth  having  been  font  abroad  to 
ii^c  the  battles  of  the  Romans,  were  obliged  to 
call. in  the  Saxons  to  aifift  them  againft  the  Scots 
imd  Pi&s ;  but  when  the  Saxons  had  vaiiquiihed 
|;heir  enemies,  they  fettled  here  themfelves,  and 
divided  the  fouth  part  of  the  iiland  into  feven 
kingdoms,  of  which  Northumberland  was  one  of 
|he  chief.  It  was  firll  brought  under  the  Saxon 
yoke  by  Ofi^,  the  brother  of  Hengift,  ^nd  his 
Ifon  Jcbufa^ 

>  This  county  lying  on  the  borders  of  Scotland, 
ivhofe  inhabitants  oft^  lAade  inroads  into  it,  part- 
ly for  conqucft,  and  partly  for  pillage,  it  was  at 
length  found  ncccfl^ry  to  conftitute  particular  go- 
vernors to  guard  and  defend  the  borders ;  and 
fhefe  were  called  lords  of  the  £aft.  Weft,  and 
Middle  Marches.  At  the  fame  time,  every  man 
ivho  pofTeiled  great  wealth,  found  himfelf  obli^ 
ged  to  provide  a  caftle  for  his  own  £ifety  and  de* 
fence. 

NORTH^ 


V..* 


NoRTHUM BERLAKD  i$  fitus^ted  in  thc  proYince 
of  York,  and  dioceTc  of  Durham^  has  four  faun^ 
dred  and  fixty  parifhes.  and  is  divided  into  fix 
wards,  in  which  are  twelve  market-towns,  Aln- 
wick, Bclefordi  Berwick^  Eliefdon,  Haltwcfel, 
Hexham,  Laermouth,  Morpeth,  Newcaftle^ 
Rothbury^  Warkworth,  and  WoUer.  It  fendi 
eight  members  to  parliament,  that  is,  two 
Icnights  of  the  {hire  for  the  county,  and  two  rcm 
prefentatives  for  each  of  the  three  following 
{:Dwns,  NewcalHe-upon-Tyne,  Morpeth,  anc| 
pcrwick-upon-Twecd. 


NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE. 

*  PotiTlcAL  CHA^JkCTER.  Thc  frecdoiii  rf 
this  town,  to  which  the  right  of  eledtion  is  annez:«- 
fd^  is  not  partial,  |ike  Retford  and  other  places,  in 
its  defcent  to  the  eldeft  fpn,  or,  like  Durham,  to 
the  youngeft  fods  of  freemen,  but  extends  to  all 

the  ions  born  after  the  father  became  free» 

t 

Thb  aqmber  is  too  extenfive  to  fubmit  to  con-; 
p;o\iL  The  contefts  for  the  reprefentation  of 
i^im  (own  have  been  numerous ;  but  none  of 

then^ 
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them  have  been  attended  with  any  circumftahces 
ef  novelty  which  would  arreft  the  attention  of 
of  the  public. 

The  anceftors  of  Mr.  Brandling,  one  of  the 
prefent  members,  have  ^eprefented  the  place  fo 
long  fince  as  the  reign  of  Edw.  VI.  and  in  fCr 
veral  parliaments  from  that  period  to  the  prefent 
£ime« 

Ancient  St  AT^.     This  town^  which,  fi;om  its 
^tuation,  is  called  Newcaftlcr-upon-Tyne^  to  diC- 
tinguiih  it  from  Newcaftle-under-Line,  in  Staf- 
fordfhire,  had  its  name  from  a  cafHe  built  here 
by  Robert,  the  eideft  fon  of  Willia«  ^e  Con- 
queror, to  defend  the  country  againft  the  Scots. 
In  the  time  of  the  Saxons  it  was  calle^  Moncaf^ 
ter,  from  the  monks  that  were  here,  who  all  fled 
^ben  it  was  depopulated  by  the  Dane^.     This  is 
the  principal  town  of  the  county.     It  is  feated 
^wi  the  north  bank  of  the  river  Tyne,  ^t  the  dif- 
tance  of  276  miles  north  by  weft  of  London,  14 
miles  north  of  Durham,  and  84  north  by  weft  of 
-York.    It  has  been  a  borough,  at  leaft  ever  fince 
the  reign  of  Richard  11.  who  granted  the  mayer 
the  honour  of  having  a  fword  carried  befi^e  him; 

and 
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and  He^*  VI.  made  it  a  towii  and  county  of  it^ 
tdf,  independent  of  Northumberland. 

Newcastle  had  feveral  religious  houfes  creftcd 
fince  the  time  of  the  conqueft  ;  particularly  aa 
hoipital  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  fuppofed 
to  have  been  founded  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I. 
but  enlarged  and  endowed  by  one  Aflelack,  about 
the  end  of  the  feign  of  Hfcn.  11.  and  annexed  to 
St.  Mary  of  Weftgate.  Near  Weftgate  was  an- 
other hofpital  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  as 
old  as  the  time  of  Hen.  III.  confiftingof  a  mafter 
and  fix  brethren,  whofc  revenues,  at  the  time  of 
the  fuppreffion,  annually  amounted  to  26 1.  13  s. 
4d.  In  the  time  of  Hen.  III.  here  was  a  priory 
of  brethren  dc  Poenitentia  Jefu  Chrifti,  feated  in 
a  part  of  the  town  called  Conftable-Garth.  Be- 
tween Weftgate  and  Newgate  was  a  houfe  of 
Black-friars,  founded  about  the  year  1260,  by  Sir 
Peter  Scot,  and  his  fon  Nicholas  :  and  near  Pan- 
don-gate,  ftood  a  houfe  of  Grey  friars,  founded 
before  the  year  1300.  Near  the  town  was  a  fmall 
Benedidtine  nunnery,  dedicated  to  St.  Bartholo- 
mew, as  old  as  the  time  of  William  the  Conquer- 
or,  which,  at  the  diflblution,  had  ten  nuns,  and 
a  revenue  amounting  to  36 1.    a  year.    Without 

the 
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the  walls  of  the  town  was  likewrfe  a  pr)oty»  tft 
hofpital^  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  Magdal€n^  of  a 
mafier  and  brethren,  founded  by  king  Henry  I. 
This  hoipital  is  ftill  in  being,  and  confifts  of  a 
maftcr,  and  three  poor  brethren,  each  of  whom 
has  3L  6s.  a  year. 

This  town  was  made  a  county  of  ilfelf  by 
Henry  VII  I. 

Corporation.     It  is  governed  by  a  mayor,  re- 
corder, aldermen^  and  a  fherifiT. 

Right  of  election.  There  is  no  refolution 
of  the  houfe  of  commons  refpefting  the  right  of 
ele61ioii,  but  it  is  admitted  to  be  in  the  corpo- 
ration and  free  burgefles,  refident  and  non- 
refident. 

« 

Number  of  vot£RS-«9500. 
Returning  Officer — The  iheriffl 


MORPETH, 

Political  Character.  This  borough  is 
upder  the  immediate  and  abfolute  controul  of 
the  earl  of  Carlifle.   Several  attempts  have  been 

made 


tMd^  by  the  eledora  to  furmouut  tbis  inftuence; 
but  they  have  never  been  attended  with  fuccefs. 

At  the  general  election  in  1774,  Francis  Eyre, 
Efq.  and  Thomas  Charles  Bigge,  Efq.  were 
candidates  in  oppoiition  to  the  Hon.  Willianj^ 
Byron,  who  was  coufin,  and  Peter  Delme,  Efq^ 
li^ho  was  brother-in-law,  to  the  earl  of  Carlifle^ 
On  the  day  of  eleftion,  and  after  the  clofe  of  thq 
'  poll,  thefe"  gentlemen  having  the  majority  of 
votes,  agreeable  to  the  poll  taken  by  the  bailiffs, 
the  populacCj  by  threats  and  violence,  compelled 
the  returning  officers  to  fign  a  return  of  Mr« 
Eyre,  inftead  of  the  Hon.  William  Byron,  undei^ 
a  pretence  that  they  had  rejeded  many  legal 
votes  for  Mr.  Eyre,  which  would  have  given 
him  a  majority  upon  the  poll.  On  the  6th  of 
December  following,  Mr.  Byron,  and  certain 
eledors  in  his  inieceft,  prefented  two  petitions 
to  the  houfe  of  commons,  complaining  of  the 
undue  return  of  Mr-  Eyre.  A  committee  was 
chofen  to  try  the  fame  on  the  24th  of  January 
following,  and  on  the  27th  of  the  fam^  month, 
reported  to  the  houfe, 

* 

•*  That  the  honourable  William  Byron,  the 
*'  petitioner,  ought  to  have  been  returned  a  burl 

«  gcfs 
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*•  gefs  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  piarliamelit  fot  A* 
borough  of  Morpeth." 


C( 


At  the  fame  time  an  order  was  made^ 

*•  That  Francis  Eyre,  and  the  freemen  ancl 
^  eleSors  of  the  borough  of  Morpeth,  in  the! 
^  county  of  Northumberland,  be  at  liberty  t6 
^'  petition  this  houfe,  to  queltiod  the  eleSlion  of 
"  the  honourable  William  Byron,  within  four- 
**  teen  days  next,  if  they  think  fit/* 

An  d,  on  Wednefday  the  8th  of  February,  a 
petition  of  Mr.  Eyre  was  prefentcd  to  the  houfe^ 
charging  Mr.  Byron  and  Mr.  Delme  direftly 
1/rith  bribery,  by  themfelves  and  sfgents;  and  that, 
by  the  partiality  of  the  returning  officers,  in  re^ 
jefting  the  petitioner's  votes,  and  by  other  corrupt 
and  illegal  praflices,  an  apparent  majority  was 
procured  for  the  fitting  members^ 

A  SIMILAR  petition  had  previoufly  been  pre-* 
pared  by  Mr.  Bigge,  and  another  by  feveral 
aldermen  and  free  burgeiTes  of  Morpeth,  con- 
taining the  fame  allegations. 

These  petitions  were  all  ordered  to  be  taken 
into  confideration  on  the  12th  of  July. 

The 
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"fnt  libule  being  prorogued  before  that  day, 
^nd  the  petitions  not  being  renewed  at  the  enfu- 
ing  meeting  of  piirliament,  no  examination  of 
iheir  merits  took  place. 

Ancient  State.  This  borough^  which  id 
feated  upon  a  fmall  river,  called  the  Wentfbeck, 
is  an  ancient  borough  by  prefcription.  It  has 
a  bridge  over  the  Wentlbeck,  which  runs  almoin 

through  the  centre  of  the  town.    Beings  a  poft 

« 

town,  and  having  a  great  thoroughfare  to  the 
north,  it  has  feveral  good  kms,  and  an  elegant 
town-hottfe,  built  by  a  late  «arl  of  Cariifie* 

It  neyer  fent  to  parliament  till  the  firil  of 
Queen  Mary,  i^g^ 

Corporation.  It  is  governed  by  two  baiU 
liffs  and  feven  aldermen. 

RiGHt  or  Electioh— 1694,  March  9th— Is 
only  in  the  bailiffs  and  frea  burgellbs  of  the 
faid  borough. 

Number  of  voTSRS--^aoo. 

RfixCRNiNa OFFICERS— The  two  bailiffs* 

Patron— Earl  of  Carlifle. 

Vol.  II.  Y  jaERWICK 
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BERWICK  UPON  TWEED. 

ft 

1 

'  *       *  I 

The  influence  prevailing  in  this  town,  is  that 
of  the  ^arl  of  Lifl)urne  and  lord  Delaval ;  each  of 
thefe  noblemen  haying  a  fufficient  weight  of  in-i 
terefty  at  prefent,  to  return  one  member. 


•     Anecdote. 

»      » 

:  Is  the  year  1 768,  Sir  John  Huffey  Delayali 
and  Robert  Paris  Taylor^  £fq.  were  candidates 
to  reprefent  this  town  in  parliament,  and  had 
been  fortunate  enough  to  fecure  the  mlsjor  part 
of  the  relident  freemen  in  their  intereft,  fome 

time  previous  to  the  eIe£iion.     The  candidates, 

•  ••  •  .     -    '  ... 

however,  who  were  in  oppofition,  canvafied,  and 

■ 

obtained  the  promife  of  the  votes  of  a  great 
number  of  the  non-refident  freemen,  who  then 
jived  in  London,  and  agreed  with  a  mafter  of  a 
(hip,  that  he  fhould  hire  another  veiTel,  befideshis 
own,  and  convey  thefe  men  down  to  Berwick  by 
water.  Upon  covenanting  to  do  this,  the  com* 
modore  of  the  convoy  received  two  hundred 
pounds^ 

•  Mr. 
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Mr.  Taylou,  by  whom  we  were  favoured 
Vith  tills  account^  was  then  in  town^  artd,  by  aic- 
cident^  heard  of  the  tranfaSion  ;  upon  which  he 
immediately  went  in  fearch  of  the  admiral  of  this 
teleftion  cargo,  whom  he  found.  He  foon 
perceived  that  this  fon  of  Neptune  might,  tot  a 
valuable  confideration,  be  induced,  not  only  to 
thange  his  fide,  but  alfo  his  courfe ;  and,  for 
twice  the  fum  which  had  been  given  him  to  land 
his  troops  at  Berwick,  he  arrived  fafe,  and  depo- 
filed  them  on  Norwegian  territories.  By  this 
manceuvre,  lord  Delaval  and  Mr.  Taylor  took 
pofleiliofl  of  their  feats  without  farther  expence. 

Ancient  IState.  This  towh  Was  driginally 
tailed  Abtewick,  fignifying,  in  the  ancient  Bri« 
tifh  language,  a  Foft  at  the  mouth  of  a  river:  but 
according  to  others,  it  was  called  by  the  Saxons 
Beornicawic,  which  fignifies  the  town  of  the 
Bernitians,  this  part  of  the  country  being  an« 
ciently  called  Bemicia;  others  again  derive  the 
name  from  Berwica,  which  fignifies  a  corn-farm, 
there  being  great  plenty  of  grsdn  in  the  adjacent 
country.  It  is  pleafantly  fituated  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  an  eafy  declivity,  on  the  north  coaft  of 
the  river  Tweed ;  it  h  ndt  property  in  this  county. 


*  *  t 
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or  even  in  England;  for  in  a£ts  pf  parliatneti(| 
and  in  briefs,  it  is  always  diftinguifhcd  from 
England,  as  a  town  feparate,  bath  from  this  king*. 
dom  and  from  Scotlahd.  It  formerly  belonged 
to  Scotland,  and  liras  the  chief  town  of  a  county 
in  that  kingdom,  ftiil  called  Berwickihire,  and 
was  one  of  the  four  towns  in  which  the  con^ 
vention  of  the  royal  boroughs  of  Scotland  were 
held*  It  was  firft  taken  from  the  Scots  by  king 
Edward  L  and  has  been  ever  fince  in  the  pof-« 
feffion  of  the  Englifh.  The  language  and  laws 
of  its  inhabitants  are,  however,  a  mixture  of 
Scotch  and  Englifh.  It  has  had  feveral  char^ 
ters,  fome  of  which  are  as  ancient  as  the  reign  of 
Henry  V. 

Berwick,  which  is  a  town  and  county  of  it* 
felf,  had  a  caftle,  which  is  now  in  ruins;  but  has 
ftill  a  wall  round  it  built  by  order  of  queen  £li-> 
zabeth ;  and  is  farther  ftrengthened  by  its  iitua- 
tion,  it  being  almoft  encompaifed  by  the  river 
and  the  fca« 

Sir  John  Grey  founded  a  convent  of  White 

friars  at  Berwick  in  1270;  and  there  was  a  houfc 

of  preaching  friars  before  the  year  I2gi*    An 

3  L  ,  hofpital. 
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fcolpkal^  dedicated  to  Si.  Mary  Magdalen  in  this 
town^  is  mentioned  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  h 
and  the  mafter  and  brethren  of  God's-houfe  are 
mentioned  as  being  fettled  in  this  town  about 
the  fecond  year  of  Edward  III.  Here  was  like- 
wife  a  houfe  of  the  order  of  the  Trinity,  which 
being  deftroyed  by  Anthony  Beck,  bifliop  of 
Durham,  another  houfe  of  the  fame  order  was 
built  by  William  and  Laurence  Adon ; .  but  the 
religious  were  afterwards  removed  to  Newcaftle. 
At  South  Berwick,  near  Berwick  upon  Tweedy 
David,  king  of  Scotland,  founded,  in  the  twelfth 
century,  a  Benediftinc  nunnery.  Aqd  at  Tweedr 
mquth,  which  is  conCdered  as  a  fuburb  to  Ber« 
wick,  was  an  hofpital,  the  mafterihip  of  wbici) 
was  in  the  bifliop  of  Durban). 

This  town  was  fi^mmon^  to  return  menib^n 
IQ  parliaipent  ^o  th?  reign  of  Henry  YIU« 

ii 

CoRPORATioN.-r-By  a  charter  granted  by  king 
James  I.  in  the  ye^^r  |6o2,  it  is  governed  by  a 
mayor,  recorder,  one  aldermapa  and  four  bailiffs, 
9II  of  them  chpTen  annually  out  of  ch^  bi^rgefles 
ef  \h^  town. 


3^6  KORTKAMPTONSHIRE. 

,    Right  of  Election. — 1695,  March  9th — Itk 
the  freemen  refident  and  non-refident. 

Number  of  voters— 6oo- 
Retuaninq  officers — M^yorand  four  BaU 
liffs. 
pATRQNS— E^^l  of  Xiibumq  and  lord  Dclaval^ 


■  *    ''   '       '■ 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE, 

Political  Character. 

1  H I S  county  prcfcnts  us  with  the  mod  vio^ 
lent  conteft,  for  ariftocratic  pre-eminence,  thai 
has  happened  for  many  years  in  this  country. 
It  arofe  between  the  late  earl  of  Halifax  and  the 
prefent  carl  of  Northampton,  in  oppolition  to  the 
late  earl  Spencer, 

The  effeds  of  this  ilruggle  were  of  fuch  a  ten-, 
dency  to  the  parties  embarked  in  it,  as  to  caufq  the 
^ftates  of  the  earl  of  Halifax  to  be  fold  foon  after 
his  death  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors;  the  earl  of 
Northampton  to  4ivc  out  of  his  native  country ; 

ancl 
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and  the  fortune  of  earl  Spencer  to  be  fo  much 
hurt,  as  not  yet  to  be  entirely  recovered.  The' 
final  iflbe  of  this  bufinefs  however^  was,  that  each 
party  at  that  time,  brought  in  one  member ;  and 
the  enormous  expences  with  which  this  paroxifm 
for  power  was  accompanied,  have  fince  permitted 
the  independent  party  to  exercife  their  rights  in 
the  eledion  of  their  rcprefcntativcs. 

Ancient  State.  Northamptonihire  took 
its  name  from  Northampton,  the  county  town. 
It  is  feated  in  about  the  middle  of  England*  and 
extending  in  a  long  narrow  tradl  to  the  north-* 
eafl',  borders  on  more  counties  than  any  other  in 
this  part  of  Britain.  On  the  eafl:  it  is  bounded 
by  Cambridgefhire,  Huntingdonfliire,  Bedford- 
ihifc  and  Buckingham^ire ;  on  the  fouth,  by 
pgrt  of  Buckinghamfhire  and  Oxfordfhire;  on 
the  weft,  by  Oxfordfhire  and  Warwickfhire,  and 

on  the  north,  by  lyeicefterfhire,  Rutlandihire  and 

> 

^incolnfliirCf 

In  the  time  of  the  Konn^s  this  county  made 
a  ps^rt  of  the  territory  inhabited  by  the  Coritani ; 
sind  under  tl^e  Saxons  it  belonged  to  the  Ici^g^ 
dpip  of  Merci^.    There  gre  Rom^n  remains  in 

fcvenij 
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fevcral  p^fts   of  the  couiuy,  foch  as  cftinptf^ 

• 

fbundatioBs  of  buildiiigSj  Roman  urns,  coins,  and 
maay  other  amiquitiea.  There  ar^  likewife  twa 
Roman  roads  which  crofs  it,  the  one  where  it  ia 
broadeft,  and  the  6ther  where  it  is  aarroweft^ 
The  fifft  ia  generally  allowed  to  be  Watling-» 
ilrcet,  auMl  the  other  only  a  vicinal  way.  How« 
ever,  it  muft  have  been  a  road  of  fome  confe-^ 
quence,  becaufe  it  branches  out  into  two,  before 
it  leaves  the  comsty,  the  one  road  ninning  north-« 
eaft,  and  the  other  norths  The  traces  of  many 
boufes  and  villas  are  to  be  found  upon  the  mlli^ 
tary  way,  that  wore  ufed  by  the  Romans  for- 
pleafure  or  retirementt 

Thfs  county  is  divided  into  twenty  hun-.. 
dreds,  containing  the  city  of  Peterboroughj^ 
and  eleven  market  towns,  viz.  Brackley,  Da- 
ventry,  Higham-Ferrers,  Kettering,  Northamp-t 
ton,  Oundle,  Rockingham,  Thrapfton,  Tow- 
ccftcr,  and  Wellingborough.  It  lies  in  the  pro-, 
vincc  of  Canterbury,  and  dipcefe  of  Peterbo- 
rough, and  has  three  hundred  and  thirty  parifhes. 
It  fends  nine  members  to  parliament;  viz^ 
two  knights  of  the  (hire  for  the  coy^ty,  twQ 

citizen^ 
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citizens  for  Peterborough^  two  burgelles  fol^ 
Northampton,  two  for  Brackley,  and  one  for 
Higham-Ferrers. 


NORTHAMPTON  TOWN, 

Political  Character.  The  right  of  elcc^ 
tion  in  this  town  being  in  the  inhabitant  houie-* 
holders,  fuch  of  them  as  receive  s^n  annual  dona- 
tion diftributed  at  Chriftmas,  are,  by  a  fpecial 
refoiution  of  the  houfe,  difqualified  from  voting. 
This  refolution  is  no(  only  repugnant  to  the 
fpirit  of  what  may  be  called  the  prefent  com-^ 
mon  law  of  the  committees,  but  exprefsly  con- 
trary to  the  decilion  on  the  Bedford  petitions 
in  1775,  and  1792 ;  when  it  was  determined,  that 
pcrfons  receiving  charity  were  not  thereby  dif^ 
abjed  from  voting,  but  that  receiving  alms  was  a 
dilqualifkation.  By  this  we  are  to  underftand, 
that  the  wt)rd  alms  and  charity  are  not  fynony- 
jnous. 

CONTRAI^y    DETERMINATIONS. 

In  the  cafeof  A ylcibury,  28  January  1698-9, 
it  was  refolvcd,  that  all  peribns  receiving  alms 
V'ithin  the  borougl^  of  Ayleftniry,  purfuant  to 

the 
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the  will  of  Mr.  Bedford,  or  any  other  perfons  re^ 
cciving  any  other  charity  annually  diftrihuted  with- 
in the  faid  town,  are,  in  refped  thereof,  difabled 
to  vote  in  the  eleftion  of  burgeffes  to  ferve  in 
parliament. 

J^^Cf  4,  1708.  Jn  the  cafe  of  the  borough  of 
Reading,  it  was  refolvcd.  That  fuch  perfons  as 
have,  within  two  years  Uft,  received  Kendrick*s 
charity^  or  any  other  annual  charity^  have  no  right; 
to  vote  in  the  clc(flion  of  burgcflcs  tQ  ferv?  in 
parliament^ 

In  the  Coventry  cafe,  February  24,  1701-^^ 
It  was  rcfolved,  that  the  freemen  of  Coventry,  re^ 
cciving  alms  or  charity^  have  no  right  to  vote  in 
the  cle6iion  of  citizens  to  ferve  in  parliament. 

In  1690,  the  houfe  of  commons  refolved,^ 
That  alms  meant  only  parilh  relief  5  and  in  tho 
cafe  of  Sandwich,  the  31ft  of  Odlober  the  fame 
year,  it  was  efpecially  agreed  by  the  committee, 
that  the  freemen  of  the  Port  of  Sandwich  inha-i 
biting  within  the  faid  Port,  although  they  re* 
(eive  alms,  have  a  right  to  vote.  To  reconcile 
ihcfp  contradidlory  rcfolutions,  no  other  remedy 

can 
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con  be  adopted  but  that  of  a  plain  and  iimple 
parUammtary  reform!  Every  qucftion  of  elec- 
tion right,  being,  under  the  prefent  form  of 
reprefentation,  equally  inexplicable,  the  removal 
of  which  will  employ  the  committees  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  to  the  end  of  time,  without 
any  other  confequence  than  that  of  involving  it 
in  greater  complication  and  intricacy.  The  ne- 
ceflity  of  recurring  to  the  plain  and  Iimple  con- 
ftitution  of  our  Saxon  anceftors  becomes  every 
day  more  evident,  when  twery  mafter  of  a  family, 
or,  in  the  modern  acceptation  of  the  form,  every 
inhabitant  houfekeeper,  throughout  Great  Bri- 
tain, fhall  be  admitted  to  the  free  exercife  of  his 
franchife.  The  queftions  then  rcfpedling  refidcnce 
and  non-refidence,  freemen  obtaining  their  cx- 
clufive  rights  by  private;  favor  or  purchafe,  and 
the  endlefs  train  of  abufes  and  impofitions  to 
which  the  houfe  of  commons  and  the  public  aro 
at  prefent  liable,  would  be  reipoyed, 

Th£  corporation  of  this  town  is  in  the  in«^ 
tereftofthe  ear}  of  Northampton,  who  is  their 
recorder,  and  has  the  influence  of  nominating 
pne  qf  their  merpbers. 
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Ancient  State.  This  town,  according  to 
Camden,  was  fb  galled  from  its  northern  iituatioA 
on  the  river  Nen>  upon  whofi:  banks  it  is  feated, 
and  where  another  river,  named  North  Fandon^ 
falls  into  it  oq  the  Wfftern  fide  of  the  town : 
others  maintain,  that  it  wag  anciently  cal)e4 
Hamtun  in  the  Saxon  annals,  and  that  norfh 
was  prefixed  to  it  foon  after  the  conqyeft,  to  diA 
tinguilh  it  from  Southampton,  which  wa^  al(b 
before  that  time  only  known  by  the  name  ef 
Hamtun.  It  is  featcd  fixty-fix  miles  north^wefl 
pf  London,  and  appears  to  have  been  an  obfcure 
place  till  after  the  conqueft  ;  yet  it  is  thought  ta 
bavc  been  very  ancient,  though  no  mention  is^ 
made  of  it  during  the  Saxon  heptarchy;  but 
Henry  of  Huntingdon  obferves^^  that  it  wasi 
burnt  down  to  the  ground  by  the  Danes,  yet 
W^$  foon  after  rebuilt  by  the  afli  (lance  of  king 
Canute;  and  we  find  in  doomfday-book,  that 
in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Confeffbr,  there 
vere  in  this  tovn  fixty  burgeflcs,  who  had  as 
many  manfions  here.  It  has  fent  members  to. 
parliament  evet  fince  the  reign  of  Edward  I, 
and  as  it  lies  in  the  heart  of  the  kingdom,  fcveral 
parliaments  have  been  held  there.  The  barons 
b^gan  their  rebellion  againft  king  Henry  III.  ii^ 

tl\i^ 
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tills  town,  and  that  prince  took  it  by  aflkulc^ 
About  the  end  of  that  reign  fome  difcontcnted 
fcbolars  retired  thither  from  Oxford  and  Cam* 
bridge,  and,  with  the  king's  leave,  profecuted 
their  fludies  during  three  years,  and  formed  a 
college  here ;  fo  that  there  appeared  to  be  an  uni-> 
Verfity  in  Northampton,  till  this  fociety  was  fup* 
prelled  by  a  fpecial  prohibition,  as  being  injuri- 
ous to  both  univeriities. 

In  the  time  of  Leland  it  was  encompaiTed 
with  a  wall,  and  had  four  gates,  named  Eafl^ 
Weft,  North  and  South  Gate ;  it  had  alfo  a  great 
caftle,  which  ftood  near  the  Weft  Gate,  and  had 
a  large  keep.  There  were  likewife  feven  parifli 
churches  within  the  walls,  of  which  AUhallows 
was  the  principal,  and  ftood  in  the  heart  of 
the  town.  In  the  fuburbs  were  two  parifh 
churches;  thus  this  town  had  nine  churches, 
befides  St.  Catharine's  chapel,  which  ftood  in  a 
church-yard  within  the  walls,  and  the  ruins  of  a 
large  chapel  without  the  North  Gate.  Befides 
diefe.  churches,  there  were  here  many  religious 
foundations :  the  priory  of  St.  Andrew  for  Black 
friars  ftood  in  the  north  part  of  the  town  near 
the  North  Gate ;  it  was  founded  in  the  reign  of 

William 
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William  the  Conqueror,  by  Simon  Seinliz,  tti^ 
firft  earl  of  Huiitingdon,  and  Maud  his  wifcf* 
Hugh,  bilhop  of  Lihcolh,  confirmed  the  churches 
and  tythes  given  to  this  priory,  and  Henry  I. 
added  his  royal  alTent  to  that  confirmation, 
and  granted  thfe  monks  many  liberties  and  frah^ 
chifes.  *  This  ptiory,  which  was  for  Cluriiac 
monks,  had  been  fubordinate  to  the  foreign  ab- 
bey of  St.  Mary  de  Caritate,  but  had  been  madfc 
denizen  in  the  fixth  of 'Henry  IV.  and  after- 
wdrdji,  at  its  difTolution,  its  tev^rtuc  was  valu- 
ed by  Speed  at  334 1,  a  yeat ;  but  by  Dugdale  at 
263!.  In  the  wefl  pait  of  the  town  was  an  ab- 
be/ of  Black  canons,  dedicated  to  St.  jameS, 
built  by  William  Peverell,  natural  fbn  to  Wil- 
liam the  Conqueror,  before  the  year  1112,  which 
was  valued  at  the  diflblution  at  175  K  8s.  2d.  a 
year.  Within  the  walls  of  the  town,  a  little 
above  the  South  Gate,  was  an  hofpital  dedicated 
to  St.  John  Baptift,  for  poor  infirm  perfons, 
founded  by  Walter,  archdeacon  of  Northampton, 
about  the  year  1 137,  and  rated,  at  the  fuppreffion, 
at  25I.  6s.  2d.  per  annum.  The  friars  minort 
had  hired  an  habitation  in  the  pariih  of  Sf. 
Giles  in  1224,  but  afterwards  fixed  northward 
of  the  market  place,  upon  ground  given  them  by 

the 
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the  town.  This  houfe  was  valued  at  the  fbp-* 
predion  at  61.  17  s.  4  d.  a  year.  In  the  horfc-* 
market  was  a  priory  qf  friar  preachers^  before 
the  year  1240^  to  which  John  Dabington  was 
either  a  founder,  or  a  coniiderable  benefador, 
which  at  the  diflblution  was  valued  at  5  K  7  s. 
lod.  a  year.  St.  Mary's  was  a  priory  of  Car- 
melite friars,  founded  and  endowed  by  Simon 
Montfort,  earl  of  Lciccfter,  in  the  year  1 27 1 ;  it 

« 

was  feated  within  the  walls,  and  was  valued  at 
the  diflblution  at  lol.  los.  a  year.  A  houfe  of 
Black  friars  was  in  the  flreet  where  a  horfe-niar- 
ket  was  kept  once  a  week,  and  was  endowed 
with  great  privileges ;  it  had  but  few  benefaftors, 
and  at  the  time  of  the  diflblution  was  valued  only 
at  5  L  a  year.  In  Brigg-ftreet,  near  the  South 
Gate,  John  Longville,  in  1322,  gave  a  mefluage, 
'  with  the  appurtenances,  for  a  chapel  and  priory 
of  Augufl:ine  friars.  On  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
town  was  an  hofpital  dedicated  to  St.  Leonard, 
for  a  matter  and  leprous  brethren,  before  the 
year  1240.  There  was  alfo  a  college  belonging 
to  the  church  of  All-Saints,  which  was  valued 
at  the  diflblution  at  2I.  13  s.  4d.  a  year.  An 
hofpital,  near  the  Weft.gate,  was  founded  by  the 
citizens  about  the  year  1450  5  and  without  the 

'    walls 


Walls  of  the  town  was  the  abbey  de  la  Pre,  fof 
Cluniac  nuns»  founded  in  the  reign  of  king  Ste-^ 
phen  by  Simon  Seinliz^  the  fecond  earl  of 
Northampton,  and  dedicated  to  Sc^  Mary.  At  tht! 
time  of  the  fuppreffion  here  were  ten  nuns,  when 
the  revenue  of  the  houfe  amounted  to  1 1 9 1.  9  s* 
7  d.  a  year4 

In  the  year  1 695,  this  town  was  burnt  down» 
but  was  foon  afterwards  rebuilt^  and  iiow  makes 
a  handfome  appearance.^ 

It  gives  the  title  of  carl  to  the  family  of 
Compton. 

This  town  fent  ai  origine. 

Corporation-  It  was  incorporated  by  char-* 
ter  of  king  James  I.  anno  16— ,  and  conlifts  of  a 
mayor,  2  bailiffs,  a  recorder,  and  48  common 
councilmen,  out  of  whom  the  mayor  is  chofen, 
who  is  ever  after  reputed  an  alderman. 

Right  OF  election.  1665,  April  a6 — In  the 
inhabitant  houfeholders,  not  receiving  alms. 

Number  of  voters— 900. 
Returning  officer — The  Mayon 
Patron— Earl  of  Northampton,  partially. 

PETER- 
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4  I 

IPolitical  Character.  This  city  is  entirely 
incjcpendcnt  in  the  exercife  of  its  cledive  fran- 
thife.  The  inhabitants  who  pay  fcot  and  lot, 
and  who  are  in  number  between  four  and  five 
hundred,  have  all  voteis  at  eledlions  for  their 
members  of  the  legillativcaflembly.  This,  be- 
ing a  bilhop's  fee,  the  dean  and  chapter ,  l^avc 
very  great  an?l  Angular  privileges.  They  are 
lords  of  the  place,  and  eledl  all  the  officers,  .and 
their  fteward  has  the  honour  of  being  returning 
officer  at  the  i;ime  of  elcftion,  there  being  here 
neither  mayor,  nor  recorder. 

Ancient  State.     This  city,  which  is  feated 

«    *    *^ 

on  the  river  ,Nen,   feventy-fix  miles  north  by 

• .         .  .         -  *     *  ^ 

weft  of  London,,  is  reckoned  the  leaft  city,  and 
pooreft  biftiopric,  in  England.  It  received  its 
iiame  from  its  ancient  monaftery  dedicated  to 
St.  Peter.  We  are  told  by  ancient  writers,  that 
in. the  river  Nen,  formerly  called  Avon,  was  a 
gulph  of  prodigious  depth,  named  Medefwell, 
near  which  wa4  a  town,  named  Medef^elU 
VoL.  II.  Z  Hamp- 
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Hampftead,  or  Mcdes-Hampftcad.  This  wjM 
faid  to  have  been  feated  in  a  very  fine  fpot, 
having  on  one  fide  a  mecr  of  excellent  water, 
and  on  the  other,  many  woods,  meadows  and 
pafiures*  Peada,  the  fon  of  Penda,  the  firil 
king  of  the  Mercians,  was  fo  pleafed  with  the 
place,  that  he  determined  to  found  a  monafl:ery 
here,  and  accordingly  began  it  in  the  year  655 ; 
but  he  dying,  or,  as  ibme  fiiy^  his  wife  caufing 
him  to  be  murdered,  his  two  brothers,  Wolfere 
and  Ethelrcd,  and  his  fillers,  Kinneburga  and 
Kinnefwitha,  finifiied  and  endowed  it.  After 
this  the  mohaftey  flouriflied  about  100  years,  and 
was  encompafled  with  a  wall,  which  was  carried 

* 

round  the  town  by  one  of  the  abbots.  However, 
when  the  Pagan  Danes  invaded  this  ifland,  and 
pillaged  all  the  places' wherever  they  came,  Peter- 
borough was  deftroyed  among  the  reft  in  870. 
In  that  year  the  abbot  of  Crowland  in  Lincoln- 
(hire,  and  his  monks,  flying  to  this  monaftery 
for  protection,  were  overtaken  by  thpfe  invaders, 
and  murdered  in  a  court  of  the  abbey,  called  the 
'monks  church-yard,  from  their  being  all  buried 
"in  it ;  and  their  effigies  are  ftill  to  be  feen  upon 
a  tonfib-ftone  eredled  over  their  common  grave. 
'The  abbey  after  this  lay  negledlcd  about  a  hun- 
dred 
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dfcd  ydirs,  till  Ethclwold,  bifhop  of  Winch(ffl;cr, 
iffifted  by  king  Edgar,  and  Adulf  his'  ehancertof, 
rebuilt  it  iii  a  more  magnt!icenr  Manner ;  and 
having  fpent  his  whole  fortune  updii  it^  ^as 
made  the  firft  abbot.  He  then  cUt  dowii'the 
Woods,  bifilt  mahor-houfcs  and  granges,  and  lee 
the  lands  out  at  certain  reiits,  by  whicK  means 
it  foon  became  filled  with  inhabitants/  while  the 
monaftery  obtained  large  revenues  aild  great  pri- 
vllegcs.  The  abbots  were  called  to*  ^arliamcrtt 
in  tht  reigrt  of  Henry  111.  ahd  hid  the  ho- 
nour of  the  mitre  in  the  year  1400.  At  the 
time  of  the  diflblutioii,  it  had  about  forty  monks 
ef  the  fieircdidine  order,  when  the  reA'enues  of 
the  abbey  were  valued  by  Dugdale,  at  1721 1.  a 
year ;  and  by  Speed,  at  1972  1.  King  Hen.  VIIL 
donverred  it  inW  a  biflioprie,  ahd  the  tnbhaftery 
church  into  a  cathedWl,  Whidh,  befiifes  the 
bifhop,  dean,  and  fix  prebendaries,  has  eight 
pcttt  canons,  four'fludents  in  divihity,  one 
cpiffler,  one  gbfpcllcr,  a  fub^dean,  fub-treafuret*, 
and  chanter;  eight  choriflers,  eight  finging-rtien, 
two  chancellors,  a  fchoolmafler,  ufher,  and  twen- 
ty fchdlar^;-a  fteward,  organifl,  iind  other  infe- 
rior officers.  ' 

Z  2  Though 
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Thougii  Peterborough  is  an  ancient  city^  it  id 
not  vejy  large,  having  only  one  church,  befidcs 
,the  cevth^draL    The  houfes,  however,  are  well 

mm  •  •    4  .  >   •  • 

.bijilt,  pnd  the  ftreets  a/e  regular,  with  a  band- 
.  jfomp  jp[iarket-place,  in  which  is  a  good  market- 
houfe,  ^here  the  aflizes  and  fellions  for  the  hun- 

-     '  ^    I     i  • 

dred, are  kept.  Its  jurifdicaion  extends  over 
.thirty-two  towns  and  hamlets,  in  which  the  civil 
inagJftratQs,  appointed  by  the  royal  commiflion, 
are  vetted^  with  the  fame  power  as  the  judge?  of 
a(fizp,..an4  hold  their  quarterly  fcffipns.in  the 
city. 


t        ' 


•  w, 


Peterborough  gives  the  title  of  earl  to  the 
family.  o(  Mordaunt. 


♦  • 


I  •  '    <  •  .  »  »   I     f% 


Jhis  city  firi^,  fenj  members  to   parliament 
anno  1547#  i  Edward  VL     .  . 


1       I  •   t  • 


,..,^i9HT.QFp^.^cTioi?— ^70i,.l6Junc.  ;Ag^eec?, 
that  the  r(5^t,wa3jn  the  inhabitants  paying  fcot 
andbt. 


«' 


. ;  M^J^'>  9  April-    The  excci^tion  of. the  precept 
for  ck(5i;bg  citizens  to  ferve  in  parliaipent,  an^ 

the 
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the  making  the  return  thdrcof^  are  in  the  bailiff 
of  the  faid  city,  appointed  by  the  d«n  and 
chapter  of  the  cathedral  church  of  Peterbo- 
rough. 

1728,  13  May,  The  right  of  eledihg  citizens 
to  fervc  in  parliament  for  the  city  of  Peterbo- 
rough, i$  in  the  inhabitants  within  tKe  precihds 
of  the  minder,  being  houfeholders  not  receiving 
alms,  and  other  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid*  city, 
paying  fcot  and  lot. 

Number  OF  voters — 500. 
Returning  officer — The  Bailiff  of  the.  faid 
(Tjty,  appointed  by  the  des^n  wd  chapter. 


BRACKLEY. 

Poi^iTicAi  Character.  This  borough  is 
under  the  fole  influence  and  patronage  of  the 
duke  of  Bridgewater,  The  number  of  voters 
being  only  thirty-three,  and  they  of  the  body 
corporate,  makei^  thefe  men  totally  Cubfervient  to 
iiriftocratic  ^reatnef^ 
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Ancjent  State.  Brackley,  which  is  feat^ 
on  4  place  full  of  brake  or  fern«  whence  it  is  fup^ 
pofed  to  have  taHcn  its  name,  is  fituatcd  fifty^ 
feven  miles  north-weft  of  London,  and  fuppofecl 
tp  be  the  third  borough  credled  in  England ;  it 
was  once  famous  for  its  tilts  and  tournaments^ 
and  a  groat  ftaple  for  wool ;  but  that  trade  is  aU 
rooft  loft.  It  ifi  plcafantly  watered  by  the  firings 
of  the  river  Oufc,  which  rife  near  the  town. 
Here  are  two  parifti  churches,  and  a  free  gram- 
mar-fchooL  The  family  of  the  Zouches  built  4 
college  here,  which,  though  much  decayed,  is 
kept  from  falling  to  ruins  by  Magdalen  college 
in  Oxford.  In  this  town  Robert  carl  of  Leiccf- 
ter,  in  the  beginning  of  the  twelfth  century,  gave 
la  piece  of  ground  for  building  an  hofpital  upon^ 
which  was  endowed  by  his  fon  Robert,  apd 
dedicated  to  St.  Mary  Magdalep. 

BfiACKL^Y    neyer    fcnt    to   parlianient  .  till 
Edward  VPs  reign, 

9 

Corporation. — It'  is  governed  by  a  mayor, 
6  aldermen,  and  26  burgefles. 

Right  of  Voting— 17 14, 10  Aprjl.    Is  in  the. 
pcrfons  inhabiting  ancient  houfcs,  or  in  houfca 
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built  on  ancient  foundations^  paying  fcot  and 
lot. 

Number  of  voters — 33. 
Returning  officer — The  Miyon 
Patron — Duke  of  Bridgewatcr. 


HIGHAM-FERRERS. 

Political  State.  This  borough,  which  fends 
but  one  member  to  parliament,  is  under  the  fole 
influence,  and  at  the  entire  difpofal  of  earl  Fit?:r 
William ;  on  which  account  a  conteft  for  the  re^ 
prefentation  never  happens* 

Ancient  State.  Higham-Ferrers,  or  Ferris, 
which  fignifies  the  high  houfe  of  Ferrers,  derives 
its  name  from  a  caftle  on  a  riling  ground, 
anciently  in  the  poflcflion  of  the  family  of  Fer- 
rers. It  is  a  fmall  town,  (landing  on  the  eafl: 
fide  of  the  Nen,  in  a  clean  and  dry  fituation. 
The  church  is  a  handfome  ftrudhire,  with  a  lofty 
fpire*  It  has  a  free-fchool,'  and  alms-houfe,  for 
twelve  men  and  one  woman.  In  the  tenth  year 
of  Henry  V.  that  prince  granted  a  licence  to 

Henry 
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Henry,  Chichcley,  archbifhop  of  Canterbuiy,  to 
found  a  college  here,  (this  being  the  place  of  hi^ 
birth)  for  eight  fecular  chaplains^,  four  clerks, 
and  fix  chorifte^.  It  was  incorporated  by.  the 
name  of  the  college  of  the  Bleflcd  Virgin,  St. 
Thomas  of  Canterbury,  and  St,  Edward  the 
Confeflbr.  The  bifhop  endowed  it  with  lands 
in  his  life-time,  and  thefe  were  increafed  after 
his  death  by  his  brothers  Robert  and  William, 
aldermen  of  London,  his  executors.  Its  annual 
vpjue,  at  the  fuppreilion^  according  to  Dugda^e^ 
lyas  155 1,  2s. 

This  borough  was  incorporated  anno  2  and  gj 
Philip  and  Mary,  and  then  imprivileged  to  re- 
turn one  burgefs  to  parliament, 

CoRPORATioNr— Confifts  of  a  mayor,  7  aiders 
men,  and  13  capital  burgeffes. 

*  Right.  OP  Election. — 1702,  2?  January.  U 
in  the  mayor,  aldermen,  burgcfles,  and  freemen^ 
being  houfeholders,  and  not  receiving  alms. 

« 

RETURNiiifs  p^ricEd — The  M^yof. 
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NOTTINGHAM  COUNTY, 

PoLiTiCAi.  Character.. 

HIS  county  is  entirely  under  the  influence 
of  ariftocracy.     The  duke  of  Portland,  the  duke 
of  Newcaftle,  lord  Middlcton,  and  Mr>  Pierre-, 
pont^  have  large  eftates  in  this  part  of  the  coun«-. 
try.     TheTe  four,  or  a  majority  of  them,  can  aU 
vrays  dictate  to  the  county  who  (hall  be  its  mem* 
bers.     If  an  attempt,  therefore,  of  the  fcv  inde- 
pendent party,  fhould  be  made  to  exert  their  ^ 
pwq  rights  in  the  choice  of  their  reprefcatativcs, 

it  would,  we  fear,  be  unfuccefsfuL 

•• 

Major  Cartwright,  who  is  the  father  of  the 
Conftitutional  Society,  and  author  ofaplaivof: 
Parliamentary  Reform,  made  an  eiFori  to.rcftore. 
thiscoqnty  tq  its  natural  independence ;  for.which 
purpofe    he  offered  himfelf  a  candidate;  but. 
neither  the  eminent  talents  of  this  gentleman, 
nor  the  fervice  he  rendered  his  country,  by  the 
great  number  of  perfons  which  he  employed      / ,    \  v 
jp  its  manufaflqres,  could  avail  any  thing.when  ^  ''       / 

weighed  ^ 
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weighed  in  the  balance  againft  ariftocratic  def- 
poiifm. 

Ancient  State.  This  county  takes  its  name 
fron^  Nottinghanii  its  capital.  It  is  bounded  on 
the  north  by  Yorklhire  and  the  Ifle  of  Axholm, 
in  Lincolnshire;  on  the  eaft  alio  by  Lincoln- 
fliire ;  on  the  fouth  by  Leicefterfliire  j  and  on  the 
weft  by  Derbyftiirc,  and  a  fmall  part  of  York-, 
{hire.  It  extends  in  length  from  north  to  fouth 
about  forty-five  milcs>.  from  eaft  to  weft  about 
twenty-four,  and  is  one  hundred  and  ten  mile^ 
in  circumference. 

The  Britifh  inhabitants  of  this  county,  at  the 
invafion  of  the  Romans,  were  the  Coritani.  A 
military  way,  termed  the  Fofle-way,  enters  this 
county  from  Willoughby-on-the- Would,  near  the 
borders  of  Leicefterfliire,  and  pafling  in  a  north- 
eaft  diredion  by  Bingham  and  Newark,  leaves 
Nottinghamihire  at  a  village  called  Skarle,  a  few 
miles  north-eaft  of  Newark,  pafling  from  thencQ 
into  Lincolnfhire, 

We  do  no  find  any  thing  memorable  has  been 
laid  of  the  county  in  general,  in  the  Saxon  times, 

bcfidcs 
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befides  what  is  mentioned  in  Domcfday-book ; 
namely,  that  in  Snottingahamfhire,  if  any  perfon 
(hould  plow,  or  make  a  ditch  in  the  king's  high-* 
way,  in  the  road  to  York,  or  within  two  perches 
of  it,  he  (hould  pay  eight  pounds,  that  is,  eight 
pounds  weight  of  filver,  two  thirds  of  which 
Ihould  go  to  the  king^  This  county  was  divided 
by  William  the  Conqueror,  among  his  captain3 
and  followers,  the  Saxon  lords  being  forced  to 
refign  their  pofleflion, 

Nottinghamshire  is  not  one  ofthclargeft 
counties,  but,  upon  other  accounts,  yieldj^  to  few 
in  England* 

It  is  divided  into  eight  hundreds,  or  rather 
fix  wapentakes  and  two  liberties.  It  lies  in  the 
province  and  diocefe  of  Yorki  and  has  one  hun* 
drcd  ai)d  ^xty-cight  pariihes,  and  nine  market 
towns,  which  are  Nottingham,  Newark,  Mans* 
field,  Blith,  Bingham,  Workfop,  Tuxford,  South- 
well and  Eaft  Redford,  It  fends  eight  members 
to  parl^tncnt,  that  is,  two  knights  of  the  (hire 
for  the  county,  and  two  reprefentatives  for  each 
of  the  boroughs  of  Nottingham^  Newark,  and 

Eaft  Redford, 

NOT* 
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PotiTiCAu  Character.     This  town  is  not 
under  immediate  influence  pf  any  kind ;    ariling  * 
principally  from  the  great  number  of  inhabitants 
who  are  voters,  and  the  increafcofits  commerce  and 
manu failures.     It  is  fubjcft  to  the  fame  incon- 
veniences that  Wcftminfter,  Briftol  and  Leicef- 
ter  are,   owing  to  a  coalition  of  the  leading 
men  of  each  party,  who,  %o  avoid  the  expences 
which  would  neceflarily  attend  an  oppofition, 
agree  that  each  (hould    return   one  member. 
Thefc  unnatural  unions,  which  owe  their  origin 
to  avarice,  and  the  ambition  of  a  few,  who  call 
themfelves  the  great  men  of  the  place,  virtually 
deprive  the  people  of  any  reprefentation  at  all, 
becaufe,  upon  every  fubjedl  of  importance  which 
}s  debated  in  the  fenate,  th?  members,  thus  con- 
ilituted^  always  vote  on  oppofite  fides  of  the 
queftion,     The  only  efFedtual  prevention  ofthis 
grievance  that  can  be  devifcd,  is,  that  each  dif- 

r 

tridt  fhould  choofe  either  one  or  three  reprefen- 
tatives,  by  which  their  influence  muft  be  necef- 
farily  felt  in  every  decifion  that  t4kes  place  in 
the  legiflature  of  their  countiy, 

Thk 
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The  r\ght  of  eledlkm  in  this  town  wsbs  aa- 
tlently,  according  to  Dr.  Browne  WHiis^  tn 
the  inbajbit^tnt  houfekeqpers  p^yiftg  icot  and  lot; 
.  but)  by  a  refolution  of  the  houfe  of  comnionfi  of 
10  JunCj  I70i«  this  right  is  maide  fo  compli- 
catedj  and  open  to  fraud  and  Utigation,  that 
evfciy  fccpman  of  this  town>  by  a  furreptitious  in* 
demure  of  apprenticelhip^  executed  in  any  part 
of  the  kiagdonij  may  qualify  gny  number  of 
electors  that  may  fujt  bis  convenience  or  his  xa- 
tereft* 

4  Anpient  State.  This  place,  which  is  the 
.principal  town  in  the  county,  was  called  by  the 
Saxons  Snotiingaham,  from  the  caves  they  found 
in  the  rocks,  which  are  fuppofed  to  have  been 
inhabited  by  the  K-itons  before  the  time  of  their 
sgrrival,  .and  is  pleafantly  feated  on  a  rocky  hill 
jfacing  the  fouth,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  Leen> 
and  near  a  mile  north  of  the  Trent. 

It  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  moil  ancient 
towns  in  Great  3ntain.  John  Roufe,  a  monk 
of  Warwick,  whQ  wrote  in  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  VH.  places  its  foundation  nine  hundred 
and.  eighty  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift; 
1  and 
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and  fays^  that  king  Ebrahc  biiilc  this  town  upoii 
the  Trent,  on  an  eminencif  called  DolOrous-hill^ 
from  the  great  flaughttr  of  the  Britohs  made 
there  by  king  Humber,  in  the  reign  6f  .Abba« 
-na£t.  Indeed,  it  is  si  gendi^al  obfervation,  thsit 
the  writers  of  hiftory,  fond  of  the  marvellous, 
•have  endeavoured  to  extend  thfe  origin  of  na- 
tions, and  cities  to  thd  moft  diftant  ages,  and  of 
involving  their  origin  in  fables.  Hdwcver,  Dr. 
-Stukeley  obferves,  that  Nottingham  feems  to  bfe 
as  ancient  as  the  time  of  the  Britons ;  for  as  foon, 
fays  he,  as  they  had  proper  tools,  they  fell  to 
\vbrk  upon  the  rocks,  which  eVcry  where  offered 
themfcIveS  Cd  commodioufly  f6r  affording  therh 
places  of  retirement  and  Ihelter ;  ind  Dr.  Dtcr— 
ing  obfervfcs,  that  thcfe  works  were  pl-dbably 
performed  long  before  the  arrival  of  the  Romans. 
Indeed,  the  whole  town  is,  in  a  rtianner,  under- 
mined  with  daverns  of  an  amazing  depth  and 
extent ;  fo  that  it  is  even  queftioiled,  whethel-  all 
the  buildings  on  the  furface  of  the  rock  would 
fill  up  the  vacancies  underneath.  Hence  the 
cellars  cut  in  the  rocks,  are  frequently  as  deep 
as  the  higheft  houfes ;  and  in  digging  for  foun- 
dations of  new  houfes  there  have  been  difco- 
vered  fpacious  caverns,  before  unknown ;  fomc 

of 
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cf  thefe  are  fald  to  have  been  arched,  in  a  regu« 
lar^  manner^  to  have  been  fupported  by  columns^ 
and  to  have .  had  a  communication  with  each 
otherj  by  pallages  leading  to  very  diftant  pares* 

It  is  univerfally  allowed,  that  the  ComifhBri-' 
tons  were  Ikilled  in  mining,  before  the  arrival  of 
the  Romans;  but  whether  thefe  fubterraueous 
works  are  of  fo  ancient  a  date,  it  is  impoilible  to 
determine.  Dr.  Deering  fuppofes^  from  the 
Gothic  order  obfervablc  in  thefe  ftrudlures,  that 
they  were  formed  during  the  heptarchy,  when 
the  Danes,  who  were  pagans,  made  frequent  in- 
roads  into  this  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  in- 
tended as  places  of  refuge,  to  which  they  might 
betake  themfelves  in  time  of  danger,  and  exercifc 
their  religious  fundtions,  without  being  expofed 
to  the  fury  of  thofe  perfecuting  idolaters. 

It  does  not  appear  that  Nottingham  was  a 
Roman  flation,  it  being  iituated  at  a  diflance 
from  any  of  their  roads,  and  no  Roman  antiqui- 
ties are  known  to  have  been  found  there ;  but 
there  is  no  doubt  of  its  being  inhabited  by  the 
Saxons  foon  after  their  arrival,  and  that  they  very 
early  eredled  fortifications  there.    For  the  Danes, 

when 


Vhen  thfcy  ravdged  this  iflartd,  came  to  Sndttirt-* 
gaham,as  it  was  then  calledi  in  the  year  852,  whfertf 
they  were  bfefiegcd  by  Bethred,  king  of  the  ^ie^-^ 
cians,  but  -without  fucccfs^  they  having  tak^ii 
pofleflion  of  a  ftrong  fortrefs  placed  on  the  rock, 
on  which  the  caftlfc  was  afterwards  built ;  Ibut 
in  864,  Ethelred,  king  of  the  Weft-Saxons,  and 
his  brother  Alfred,  joining  the  above  prince^ 
inarched  with  all  their  forces,  inverted  this  for- 
treft,  and  bbliged  the  Danes  to  enter  into  a 
capitulation,  iii  which  they  promifed  to  retire^ 
and  leave  the  kingdom ;  yet  two  years  after 
they  returned,  and  again  took  polfeflion  of  Not-* 
tingham,  where  they  took  up  their  winter  quar- 
ters; but  they  were  foon  obliged  to  leave  it^  and 
retire  into  the  north. 

King  Edward  the  £Id^,  the  fon  of  Alfred, 
encompafled  the  town  with  a  wall,  which  is  now 
entirely  demolifhed,  though  one  of  the  gates 
was  ftanding  in  the  memory  of  man,  and  the 
names  of  the  reft  are  prefcrvcd  in  thofe  of  the 
ftreets,  which  led  to  them.  Camden  and  HoU 
linftiead  affirm*  that  the  caftle  was  built  by  WiU 
fiam  the  Conqueror,  which  is  certainly  true; 
though  Dr.  Thoroton,  who  wrote  the  hiftory  of 

the 
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the  C0Uiity>  Maintains  that  it  was  tuilt  by  WiU 
liam  de  Peverel,  his  natural  Ton,  whom  that 
prince  not  only  made  earl  of  Nottingham,  but 
gave  him  the  cuftody  of  the  caftle,  and  of  Sher« 
wood-foreft.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  his 
fon  William  lofing  the  caftle,  was  fo  exafperated, 
that  he  demolifhed  the  town,  which  continued 
in  a  ruinous  condition  till  his  father,  being 
peaceably  fettled  on  the  throne,  aflifted  the  in- 
habitants in  rebuilding  it,  and  granted  them  a 
new  charter. 

> 

In  the  year  1194,  king  Richard  L  called  a 
great  council,  or  parliament  here;  and  king 
John  caufed  twenty-eight  Welch  gentle- 
men, who  had  been  delivered  to  him  as  hof-** 
tages  for  the  peaceable  behaviour  of  their 
countrymen,  to  be  hanged,  on  account  of  the 
Welch  having  again  taken  up  arms  againft  him. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  IIL  a  great  council 
met  at  thjls  town,  when  the  king  being  made 
fenGble  of  the  mifchiefs  that  enfued  from  the 
vile  adions  of  Roger  Mortimer,  earl  of  March, 
who  was  too  familiar  with  the  queen-mother^ 
and  under  the  fhelter  of  her  authority,  was  in- 

Vol.  II.  A  a  flamed 
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flamed  with  fach  pride  and  arrogance^  as  to  hft 
guilty  of  the  moft  arbitrary  proceedings^  thought 
it  neceflary  to  bring  him  to  condign  punifhment. 
Upon  this  the  king  privately  ordered  Sir  Wil- 
liam Montague^  conftable  of  the  caftle^  to  take 
to  his  afliftance  feveral  trufty  perfpns,  to  put  the 
advice  of  the  council  into  execution.     Thefe 
got  into  the  caftle  by  a  fecret  wifiding  afcent^ 
unknown  to  the  queen  and  M ortimer,  cut  from 
the  bottom  of  the  rock  to  the  top^  and  entered 
the  room  next  the  queen's  lodgings^  where  they 
found  the  earl  with  Henry,  bifhop  of  Lincoln^ 
and  fome  othersj  who  for  fome  time  ftood  on 
their  defence;  but  two  of  their  company  being 
flain,  the  reft  were  taken  prifoners.     The  earl 
of  March  was  taken  down  through  the  above 
paffage,  and   fent  to  London,    where,  at  the 
meeting  of  parliament,    articles    of  impeach^ 
ment  were  preferred  againft  him,  and  he  was 
fentenced  to  be  hanged,  drawn  and  quartered, 
which  was  executed  at  the  common  gallows^ 
called  the  Elms,  near  Smithfield.     This  private 
paflage,  which  is  without  the  town  and  caftle 
walls,  was  probably  made  long  before,  and  in- 
tended to  relieve  the  caftle  with  men  andproyi^ 
fions,  in  cafe  the  town  Ihould  be  in  the  poflef- 

fioa 


iJbTtlNCHAM.  355 

fioii  of  an  crteiiiy ;  biit  from  the  above  cirCuiii- 
llance  it  obtained  the  name  of  Mortimer's  hole^ 
by  which  it  is  ftill  called* 

EnWARb  IV.  fb  tnuch  enlarged  and  adorned 
the  caftle^  that  it  feemed  in  a  manner  new  built ; 
and  his  brother  Richard  III.  made  farther  im- 
provements, and  rendered  it  one  of  the  com- 
pleted fortrefles  in  the  kihgdom.  David, 
king  of  Scotland,  was  kept  prifoner  here,  before 
he  was  fent  to  London,  and  during  his  confine- 
ment, is  faid  to  have  carved  the  hiftory  of  Chrift^s 
paflion,  and  other  curious  fubjc6ls  in  relief,  oh 
the  walls  of  his  prifon  ;  but  as  he  was  ill  of  his 
wounds  while  he  continued  there,  tbefe  works 
were  probably  performed,  if  they  were  not  done 
before,  by  one  of  his  attendants* 

THfi  fituation  of  the  caftle  on  a  fteep  took, 
and  the  ftrcngth  of  its  fonifications,  rendered  it 
impregnable  by  ftorm;  though  in  the  barons 
Vars  it  was  taken  by  furprize.  In  the  civil  wars 
king  Charles  I.  fet  up  his  ftandard  here,  but 
it  became  afterwards  a  garrifon  for  the  parlia* 
ment«     From  the  Rutland  family  (to  which  it 

A  a  a  iva« 
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was  given  before  the  civil  wars)  it  came  by  tli<f 
mother's  fide  to  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  and 
he  fold  it  to  William  Cavendifh,  marquis  and 
afterwards  duke  of  Newcaftle,  who  laid  the 
foundation  of  the  prefent  noble  ftrudure>  which 
was  finifhed  in  the  year  1679. 

This  town  was  incorporated  long  before 
king  Henry  II.  gave  it  a  charter;  for  in  Ed- 
ward the  Confeflbr's  time  it  had  a  hundred  and 
feventy-three  burgeffes.  Many  of  our  kings 
have  in  this  town  kept  their  courts  and  aflem-^ 
bled  here  feveral  parliaments*  It  was  anciently 
governed  by  two  bailiffs,  coroners,  and  a  com- 
mon council.  King  Edward  I.  impowered  them 
to  choofe  a  mayor  annually.  Henry  VI.  in  the 
twcnty-feventh  year  of  his'  reign,  made  it  a 
county  of  itfelf,  changed  the  bailiffs  into  fheriffs, 
and  appointed  it  to  be  governed  by  a  mayor, 
and  burgeffes.  The  town  is  divided  into  feven 
wards,  anfwering  the  number  of  aldqrmen,  each 
of  thefe  having  one  of  them  committed  to  his 
care,  though  he  is  not  confined  to  live  in  its 
and,  as  a  juftice  of  peace,  his  power  extends 
throughout  all  the  liberties  of  the  town. 

Corpora-* 
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Corporation,  It  is  governed  hy  a  mayor, 
6  aldermen,  a  recorder,  2  fherifFs,  and  24  com- 
mon councilmen, 

RiGHTOP  Election— June  10, 1701.  Agreed, 
that  the  right  was  in  the  mayor,  freemen,  and 
freeholders  of  forty  fliillings  a  year;  and  that 
tjie  eldeft  fons  of  freemen  by  birth,  and  the 
yoUngeft  fons  of  freemen,  who  have  ferved  feven 
years  apprenticefhip,  whether  at  Nottingham  or 
elfewhere,  and  alfo  fuch  perfons  as  ferved  ap- 
prenticefliips  to  any  freemen  of  Nottingham, 
were  well  entitled  to  demand  their  freedom. 

Number  of  voters— About  1700. 
Returninq  officers— The  SheriSig. 


EAST  RETFORD, 

Political  Character.  The  right  of  elec^ 
tion  in  this  borough  is  in  the  bailiffs,  aldermen, 
and  an  indefinite  number  of  freemen^  in  whom 
the  qualification  ofrejidence  within  the  t<wn\!&  not 
necelTary.  The  freedom  is  obtained  either  by 
patrimony^  as  being  the  eldeft  fon  of  a  freeman 

3  bora 
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born  within  the  borough ;  by  fcrvitude,  in  confer 
quence  of  having  ferved  feven  years  apprentice- 
ihip  to  a  freeman  within  the  fame  limits  1  or  hy 
redemption,  which  is  bygift  of  the  baiiiiFs  and 
aldermen,    Thofe  who  obtain  their  franchife  by 
this  fpecial  favour  of  the  junto  of  aldermen,  muft 
be  inhabitant  houfeholders  at  ib^  iirne  they  are 
made  free ^  but  may  leave  their  habitations  th^ 
next  day;  and  by  this  method  of  qualification,  a  ' 
fingle  houfe  may,  by  the  court  of  aldermen,  be 
made  the  inftrument  of  doubling  the  whole  num- 
ber of  eledlors  between  one  eledlion  and  another, 
or  of  miiltiplying  their  own  party,  fo  as  to  fecurcj 
the  return  of  any  candidate  whofe  intereft  they 
may  think  proper  to  cfpoufe.     In  every  charter 
granted  by  the  crown  we  find  the  fame  power  has; 
been  inverted  in  theyhc;,  to  control  the  indc-, 
pendencfc  of  the  many^  where  a  monopoly  of  the 
eledtion  right  in'the  corporation  does  not  exclude 
the  people  altogether  from  a  fhare  in  the  choice 
pf  jheij:  reprefcntatives, 

The  aldermen  of  Retford  have  not,  however^ 
been  under  the  neceflity  of  having  recourfc  to 
the  excrcifc  of  this  power,  like  their  brethren  at 
Carlifle,  Durham,  Seaford^  and  many  other  places^ 

whc> 
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who  have  incurred  the  corredHon  of  parliament, 
and  the  cenfure  of  the  public,  a  mutual  agree^ 
ment  between  the  aldermen  and  freemen,  each 
to  nominate  a  member,  and  a  concurrence  in  the 
eledtion  of  them,  rendering  this  meafure  unnecef^ 
fary. 

The  aldermen,  being  in  theintereft  of  the  duke 
of  Newcaftle,  receive  with  implicit  condefccnfion 
his  grace's  inllrudlions  for  regulating  their  poli- 
tical condudh  ^nd  the  freemen,  with  a  fcrupulous 
attention  to  eftablijbed  cuftoms^  feledt  fome  neigh* 
bouring  gentleman  for  their  reprefentative, 

'^  In  juftice  to  the  freemen,  and  in  conformity  to 
that  lihe.  of  impartiality  which  it  is  our  anxious 
endeavour  to  keep,  we  cannot  conclude  our  ac- 
count of  this  borough  without  relating  that, 
under  the  impreflion  of  gratitude  to  major  Cart- 
wright,  who  employs  upwards  of  fix  hundred  of 
the  inhabitants  of^this  place  in  the  manufadure 
of  woollens,  aijid  out  of  rcfpeft  to  that  eftimation 
in  which  h\M  public  chara^er  and  private  virtues 
are  univcrfally  held,  they  made  him  an  offer  of 
(hdr  unbiaffed  fuffrages  at  the  lad  eledion  i  but 
y!bether  that  gentleman  conceived  it  inexpedient 
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ta.wa(le  his  time  in  mock-harangues^  and  divide 
ing  againft  decifive  majorities,  or  whether  he 
confidered  the  poll  of  honour  in  the  prefent  ftate 
of  things  to  be  a  private  ftation,  we  cannot  take 
upon  us  to  determine  j  he  ^declined  the  honour 
they  intended  him,  but  has  not  a1>ated  that  pa* 
triotic  zeal  which  he  has  fo  eminently  difpiayed 
in  the  caufe  of  liberty. 

Ancient  State.  This  town,  which  is  called 
Redford  or  Retford,  is  feated  on  the  fiver  Idle, 
about  three  miles  to  the  weft  of  the  great  road 
from  London  to  York,  and  five  miles  fouth-weft 
of  Bligh.  It  had  the  name  of  Redford,  from  a 
•  ford  ovqr  the  river  Idle,  and  is  fometimes  called 
£aft- Redford,  from  its  fituation  on  the  eaft  bank 
of  that  river,  and  to  diftinguiih  it  from  a  village 
fituated  on  the  oppofite  bank,  which  is  called 
Weft-Redford-  It  i$  a  royal  demefne ;  and  king 
Edward  I,  granted  the  town  in  fee-farm  to  the 
burgefles,  with  power  to  choofe  two  bailiffs  for 
its  government;  this  town  is  joined  to  Weft* 
Redford  by  a  ftone  bridge  over  the  Idle  ;  how-, 
ev^r  there  are  two  diftin£i  pariflies,  and  Weft^ 
Redford  is  only  remarkable  for  its  fine  hofpital^ 
fqunded  by  Sir  Joha  Dgrreli  doCior  of  phyfic^ 
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in  the  year  1666,  and  is  governed  by  a  mafter 
and  ten  brethren.  The  matter's  falary  is  15  U 
a  year^  and  the  ten  brethren  have  each  lol. 
befides  10  s.  for  a  load  of  coals  every  year,  and 
fix  yards  of  cloth  every  other  year.  Twenty 
nobles  are  allowed  to  a  fteward,  and  fifteen  fiiiU 
lings  to  a  nurfe.  There^  is  a  garden  and  or- 
chard adjoining,  divided  into  ten  fliares,  for  the 
ten  brethren,  and  alfo  an  allowance  of  about 
10 1.  a  year,  for  the  maintenance  of  a  fcholar  in 
fxeter  college^  Oxford* 

This  borough  never  fent  members  to  parlia- 
ment till  13  queen  Elizabeth,  except  one  return 
which  it  made  ^  Edward  II« 

Corporation,  By  a  charter  of  5  James  L 
it  i^^  governed  by  a  bailiffs  and  12  aldermen. 
The  bailiffs  are  diftinguiflied  by  the  titles  of 
fenior  and  junior;  the  former  of  whom  is  cbo- 
fen  out  of  the  aldermen,  and  the  junior  out  of 
fuch  freemen  as  have  been  chamberlains.  The 
bailiffs  and  fteward  for  the  time  being  are  juf- 
tices  of  the  peace^  and  of  the  quorum  within  the 

borough. 

Right 


36a  EAST    RETPORm 

Right  of  Election — 1701,  15th  April.  Is 
as  well  in  the  burgefles  non-refidents^  as  in  the 
burgefles  refident  within  the  faid  borough. 
Agreed  to  by  the  houfe. 

1 7Q1,  1 7th  March,  The  younger  fons  of  free- 
men of  the  borough  of  Eaft-Retford,  have  not  a 
right  to  demand  their  freedom  of  the  6a4 
borough, 

1702,  28th  NovembeF.  Perfons  not  rnhahitn 
ing  the  faidjborough,  are  incapable  of  being  made 
free  of  the  fame  by  redemption.  All  the  fons  of 
freemen  have  a  right  to  the  freedom  of  the  fai4 
borough, 

1705, 17th  Jaiiuary.  Is  in  fuch  freemen  only 
as  have  a  right  to  their  freedom  by  birth,  as 
eldeft  fons  of  freemen,  or  by  ferving  feven  years 
apprenticelhip,  or  have  it  by  redemption,  whe- 
ther inhabiting  or  not  inhabiting  in  the  faid 
borough,  at  the  time  of  th^ir  being  made  free. 

1710,  11th  January.  Is  in  fuch  freemen  only 
as  have  a  right  to  their  freedom  by  binh,  as  eld- 
fill  foos  of  freemeni  or  by  ferving  feven  years 

appr^n-jv 
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apprenticefhip,  or  have  it  by  redemption,  inba-. 
titing  in  the  faid  borough  at  thQ  UiPC  of  their 
being  made  free. 

Number  of  voters. — 112. 
Returning  officers. — The  two  bailifF«, 
Patron.— Duke  of  Newcaftl^, 


TO^N  OF  NEWARK, 

« 

Political  Character.    A  contcft  has  cx^ 

« 

ifted  here  abov^  a  century,  between  thofe  who 
were  taxed,  and  thofe  who  were  not  taxed;  but 
were  of  fufficient  ability^  and  of  courfe  had  a 
right  to  be  fo,  as  in  the  cafe$  of  Leominiler  iin4 
§eafordt 

« 

The  houfe  of  commons,  in  1699,  came  to  9 
refolution,  thac  all  who  paid,  or  ought  to  pay 
fcot  and  lot,  had  a  right  to  vote  at  eledions  of 
members  of  parliament;  but  a  contrary  one  has 
fince  been  paflcd  in  1791,  which  dates  the  righe 
to  be  in  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  inhabitants 
paying  fcot  and  lot«  In  this  refolution,  the  words 
^^  pught  (o  pay/'  are  omitted.     The  inhabitant^ 

who 
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who  were  not  rated^  have  appealed  to  this  laft 
decifion,  and  their  appeal  is  now  before  the 
houfe. 

If  this  lad  refolution  ihould  not  be  amended^ 
the  choice  of  the  members  of  parliament  will,  in- 
a  great  meafure,  depend  upon  the  overfeers,  who 
will  always  be  the  creatures  of  the  corporation^^ 
and  who  will  put  no  perfons  in  the  poor  rates^ 
but  thofe  who  are  friendly  to  their  own  party. 
By  thefe  means  a  majority  of  the  town,  if  inimi* 
cal  to  their  parliamentary  connexions,  may  be 
deprived  of  their  legal  franchife. 

The  influence  here  is  chiefly  that  of  the  duke 
of  Newcaftle  and  the  duke  of  Rutland.  The  in- 
tereft  of  the  former  arifes  from  the  great  number 
of  houfes  which  he  has  in  this  town;  and  that  of 
the  latter  from  the  eftates  and  principal  manfioa 
which  he  has  in  its  neighbourhood.  The  leader 
of  the  oppofition  to  thefe  interefts  is  William 
Dickenfon  Raftal,  Efq.  who  fupported  William 
Taxtori,  Efq.  the  petitioner  to  the  houfe,  the  laft 
year,  againft  the  return  of  John  Sutton  Manner^ 
Efq.  and  William  Crofbie,  Efq.  and  was  unfuc*» 
cefsful  on  account  of  the  laft  refolution  ^hich  wo 

Rated 
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flated  afeovc.  Several  a£lions  for  bribery  were 
brought^  the  lad  Lent  affixes  at  Nottingham, 
againft  Mr.  Raftal,  but  being  unfupported  by 
hOs,  a  verdi£l  was  given  in  his  favour  upon 
each  of  them. 

This  borough  is  the  laft  in  England  that  re- 
ceived the  privilege  of  fending  members  to 
parliament^  by  charter^  granted  April  the  s^tb/ 
29  Charles  II. 

The  borough  of  Wenlock,  in  Shropfliirc,  was 
the  firft  that  ever  obtained  the  fame  privilege  by 
limilar  authority,  29th  November,  1478,  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  IV. 

Ancient  State.  This  town,  which  is  feated 
on  the  river  Trent,  a  hundred  and  ihtfUr-eight 
miles  north-weft  of  London,  and  fourteen  miles 
north-eaft  of  Nottingham,  derives  its  name  from 
a  caftle,  built  in  the  reign  of  king  Stephen,  by 
Alexander,  bifliop  of  Lincoln,  and  called  the 
New  Work,  from  which  it  is  faid  to  have  taken 
its  name. 

This  caftle  was  befieged  by  the  barons ;  but 
the  garrifon,  by  their  fallies,  ravaged  and  fpoiied 

thofe 


^66  toWN  oi  MEWAifk. 

tliofe  of  their  poffeflions  and  lands  which  lay  neaf 
it.  On  the  acceffion  of  Henry  III.  to  the  throne^ 
the  barons  had  obtained  this  caftle  ;  but  Henry 
caufed  it  to  be  reftored  to  the  bilhop  of  Lincoln. 
During  the  civil  wars,  it  kept  a  ftrong  gatrifon 
for  king  Charles  I.  till  the  laft,  nor  was  it  ever 
taken  till  that  unfortunate  prince  put  himfelf  in* 
to  the  hands  of  the  Scots  army,  which  lay  before 
it,  «ind  ordered  the  governor  to  deliver  it  up, 
after  which  it  was  demolifhed ;  a  great  part  of  the 
walls  are  however  fiill  (landings 

The  river  Trent,  about  two  miles  fouth  of  tticf^ 
town,  divides  into  two  branches,  which  form  a 
fmall  ifland,  by  uniting  about  two  miles  north  of 
it.  Newark  is  feated  on  the  eaftern  branch,  and 
has  a  bridge  over  each  of  them.  The  parifh 
church  is  efteemed  one  of  the  fined  in  England, 
of  the  Gothic  kind,  all  the  windows  of  which 
being  finely  painted.  Here  are  alfo  fevcral  meet- 
ing-houfes.  The  town  was  originally  incorpo- 
rated by  king  Edward  VI.  and  was  governed  by 
an  alderman,  and  twelve  affiftants.  It  is  a  hand- 
fome,  flourifhing,  well  built  town,  with  a  market- 
place fo  fpacious,  that  lord  Bellafyfe  drew  up  ten 
thoufand  men  in  it,  when  he  defended  the  town 

for 
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ibr  king  Charles  L  againft  the  Scots  army. 
Here  is  a  free-fchool  founded  by  Thomas  Mag- 
nusy  and  a  charity-fchool  for  thirty-fix  boys^  fup- 
ported  by  voluntary  contribution. 

Newark  was  formerly  walled  round ;  and 
ibme  have  thought  that  it  was  the  Roman  ftation 
called  Ad  Pontem,  in  the  itinerary  of  Antoninus ; 
but  Horfley  is  of  opinion^  that  that  ftation  muft 
be  fought  for  two  or  three  miles  fouth-weft  of 
this  town,  though  he  makes  no  doubt  of  its  hav- 
ing riien  out  of  the  ruins  of  Ad  Pontem  on  one 
fide,  and  thpfe  of  Crocolana  on  the  other.  Some 
Roman  coins  have  been  found  in  the  town,  and 
Dr.  Stukeley  obferves,  that  North  Gate  is  fome* 
what  like  a  Roman  work. 

By  a  charter  of  king  Charles  II.  it  was  incor-- 
porated,  and  imprivileged  to  return  members 
to  parliament,  April  34th,  anno  regni  29,  on  ac- 
count of  its  loyalty  to  his  father,  king  Charles  I. 

Corporation.  It  is  governed  by  a  mayor, 
twelve  aldermen,  and  as  many  aiSftants. 

Right 


|6S  tOWN  OP  NEWARK. 

RiCHT  OF  Election*  1676^  2iftMafch.  By 
virtue  of  a  charter  granted  to  the  town  of  New^ 
ark  upon  Trent,  in  the  county  of  Nottingham^ 
the  town  of  Newark  hath  a  ri^t  to  fend  burgelTes 
to  parliament* 

tSgg^tjoo,  11th  January.  The  mayor,  aU 
dermen>  and  all  the  inhabitants  widiin  the  bo« 
rough  of  Newark  upon  Trent,  who  pay,  or  ought 
to  pay,  fcot  and  lot  within  the  faid  borough^ 
have  a  right  to  vote  at  the  eledion  of  members 
to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  faid  boroughs, 

1791,  March  2  2d.  The  right  of  voting  for 
members  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  borough 
of  Newark,  is  in  the  mayor,  aldermen^  and  all 
the  inhabitants,  paying  fcot  and  lot  within  the 
laid  borough. 

Number  of  voters-«»70O. 
Returning  officer — The  mayor. 
Patrons — The  duke  of  Rutland  and  duke  of 
Newcaftlc. 
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Political  Character. 

JL  HIS  county  is  entirely  under  the  influence, 
of  ariftocracy*    The  duke  of  Marlborough  always 
returns  one  6f  the  members,  and  the  earl  of 
Abingdon,  the  earl  of  Macclesfield,  lord  vifcount 
Wenmin,  Sir  Henry  Watkin  Dafliwood^  and  Sir 
Gregory  Page  Turner,  the  .other.     The  great 
conteft,  in  the  adminiftration  of  the  duke  of 
Newcaftle,  in  1754,  between  lord  vifcount  Par- 
ker, now  earl  of  Macclesfield,  and  Sir  Edward 
Turner,  on  the  mini(terial,   and  lord  vifcount 
Wenham,  and  Sir  James  Dafliwood,  on  the  fide 
of  oppofition,    firft    brought  the  famous  Mr. 
Charles  Jenkinfon,  now  lord  Hawkefbury,  into 
political  notice.    Since  that  period  the  above  no- 
blemen  have  fettled  the  members  among  them- 
felv€s,without  appealing  to  the  freeholders.  The 
above  four  candidates  being  returned  members 
by  the  fherifF,  inftead  of  two   of  them,  there 
vas  no  fitting  member  for  the  county.     Any 
ipember  might  have  moved  the  houfe  upon  this. 

Vol.  II.  B  b  the 


370  OXFORDSHIRE. 

the  very  firft  day  of  the  feffion ;  and  the  fheriff 
might  have  been  ordered  to  attend^  and  give  an 
account  of  his  proceeding  ;  hovever  no  notice 
vas  taken  of  it  till  Nov.  i8>  fo  that  the  houfe 
was  not  legally  fuch,  till  the  county  of  Oxford 
was  reprefented^  though  it  met  on  the  i4th^  and 
did  bufinefs.  All  the  four  candidates  petitioned, 
viz.  lord  Parker,  Sir  £dward  Turner,  lord' 
Wenham^  and  Sir  James  Daffiwood. 

The  friends  of  the  two  former  moved,  that 
the  matter  of  the  petitions  ihould  be  heard  itfi*- 
mediaiely ;  but  thofc  on  the  other  fide  infifted, 
that  the  merits  of  the  return  ought  to  be  firft 
heard  and  determined,  which  was  certainly  rea^ 
fonable.  They  therefore  moved  for  the  pre- 
vious queftion,  whether  the  queflion  upon  this 
motion  fhould  now  be  put?    Becaufe,  if  the 

■ 

previous  queftion  had  been  carried  in  the  nega« 
tive,  they  would  have  had  an  opportunity  to 
move  for  appointing  a  fhort  day  to  confider  of 
the  return,  and  ordering  the  high  iheriffto  attend. 
But  this  the  court  party  were  againft,  and  car*- 
ried  their  point,  that  the  matter  of  the  petition 
fhould  be  heard  on  the  third  of  December  foL 
lowing.     It  was  afterwards  moved,  by  the  op^ 

pofilipn^ 
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pofition,  that  the  high  flicriff^  fliould  attend  oii 
the  day  of  hearing;  but  this  was  carried  in  the 
negative.  It  appeared  that  the  flierifF  had 
given  a  very  unfair  advantage  to  the  court 
gentlemen,  by  allowing  them  to  make  their  ob- 
je£lions  to  all  the  voters  through  the  whole 
pon>  before  the  oppofition  gentlemen  fhould 
objedto  one  individual;  of  which  it  was  impot- 
fible  to  go  through  half  before  the  end  of  the 
month,  when  the  writ  was  returnable.  The  lat- 
ter therefore  infifted,  that  they  were  fairly  elec- 
ted^  becaufe  they  had  an  acknowleged  majority, 
which  could  not  be  fet  afide,  by  fuch  an  unfi- 
niihed  fcrutiny,  in  which  fcrutiny  befides  they 
had  not  an  equal  chance.  It  was  therefore  in- 
cumbent on  the  court  gentlemen's  counfel  to 
endeavour  to  overthrow  the  majority  claimed 
by  their  antagonifts.  It  was  carried,  that  the 
oppofition  counfel  fhould  proceed  to  fliew  the 
general  merits  of  their  caufe.  They  did.  fo, 
and  propofed  to  difqualify  no  lefs  than  540 
voters  for  the  court  gentlemen.  Then  witneffes 
vere  examined  for  proving  the  partiality  of  the 
Iheriff,  and  for  "  proving  lord  Parker,  and  Sir 
Edward  Turner,  and  their  agents,  guilty  of  bri- 
bery ;  for  whicTi  purpofe  they  likewife  produced 

B  b  2  letters. 
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letters,  which  they  proved  to  be  the  handUwriting 
of  the'  faid  two  gentlemen.  Nine  days  were 
fpent  in  proving  voters  on  the  court  fide  diC- 
qualjfied.  Lord  Parker,  and  Sir  Edward  Tur- 
ner anfwered '  objedions  againft  the  fherifF,  and 
endeavoured  to  clear  themfelves  of  the  accufa- 
lion  of  bribery,  which  they  retorted  >  upon  their 
antagonifts.  They  then  fpent  ten  days  more  in  en- 
deavouring to  clear  their  voters.  After  this  they 
propofed  to  fet  afide  522  of  the  oppofite  voters,  in 
.which  they  fpent  eleven  days.  Finally  the 
oppofition  counfel  fpent  nine  days  in  the  reply. 
M^Luy  feparate  queftions  were  debated,  **  moft, 
if  not  all  of  which,  were  determined,  by  a  great 
majority,  in  favour  of  lord  Parker  and  Sir  Ed-^ 
ward  Turner,  the  court  gentlemen." 

A  MOTION  was  made  by  the  oppofition,  that  all 
copyholders,  holding  by  court  roll,  and  not  at 
tlie  will  of  the  lord,  have  right  of  voting  for 
county  members.  This  motion  was  made  on 
purpofe  to  have  a  negative  put  upon  it;  but 
it  was  put  aGde  by  the  previous  queftion ;  when 
Jord  Parker  and  Sir  Edward  Turner  were  de- 
clared duly  elefted. 

Ancient  State.  This  is  an  inland  county, 
called  by  the  Saxons,  Oxenfordfcire,  bounded 

on 
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on  the  north-eaft  by  Northamptonihire ;  on  the 
north-weft  by  Warwickfliire ;  on  the  caft  by 
Buckinghamlhire ;  on  the  fouth  by  Berkfhire^ 
and  on  the  weft  by  Gloucefterfhire. 

This  county,  in  common  with  Gloucefter- 
fiiire,  was,  at  the  invafion  of  the  Romans,  inha- 
bited by  the  Dobuhi;  the  Anealites  alfo,  a  peo^ 
pie  mentioned  by  Caefar,  feem  to  have  inhabited 
thefe  parts,  and  are  generally  thought  to  have 
been  feated  at  the  fouth  end  of  the  county. 
With  regard  to  antiquities,  few  or  none  have 
been  found  that  are  Britifh,  except  feme  pieces 
of  their  money,  particularly  fome  of  Cunobelin, 
faid  to  be  king  here  at  the  time  of  the  birth  of 
our  Saviour.  It  is  remarkable,  that  all  thefe 
Britifh  pieces  are  concave  on  one  fide,  and  con<- 
vex  on  the  other,  and  that  they  are  all  of  gold^  or  at 
leaft  of  a  mixture  of  gold  and  filver.  Ikenild- 
ftreet,  one  of  the  four  Roman  principal  ways  in 
England,  enters  Oxfordfliire  out  of  Buckingham- 
fhire,  at  a  village  called  Chinnar,  and  running 
fouth-weft,  pafles  the  river  Thames  into  Berk- 
ihire  at  Goring,  about  half  way  between  Reading 
and  Wallingford.  The  Akeman-ftreet,  a  Ro- 
man confular  way,  thus  called  from  Akcmanccf- 

ter. 
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ter^  the  ancient  name  of  the  city  of  Bath,  to 
which  it  leads,  enters  this  county  from  Bucking* 
hamfliire,  near  Bicefter^  and  running  fouth^weft 
through  Woodftock    park^    croffes  the   rivers 
Charwcll,  Evenlode,  and  Windrufli,  and  enteral 
Gloucefterfliire  to  the  fouth*weft  of  Burford. 
There  are  alfo  ftill  the  remains  of  one  of  the 
Roman  vicinal  ways,  at  prefent  called  Grknes* 
Dyke,  which  enters  this  county  from  Berkfhire, 
liear  Wallingford,  croffes  the  Thames,  and  run* 
ning  fouth-eaft  croffes  Ikenild*ftreet,  and  paife^ 
the  Thames  a  fecqnd   tim^,   near  Henley  in 
Berkihire.  -   This  road  appears  for  the  moft  part 
a  high  caufeway  or  bank^  and  in  fome  places  di- 
vides into  two  caufeways,  with  a  deep  trench  be« 
tween  them«    Roman  coins  and  medals,  feveral 
pavement^,  urns,  lachrymatories,  and  vefiels  for 
pil,  have  been  found  in  this  county* 

Thjs  county  is  divided  into  fourteen  hun^^ 
dreds  2  it  lies  in  the  province  of  Canterbury  and 
diocefe  of  York,  and  contains  two  hundred  and 
eighty  parilhe§,  one  city,  and  twelve  market 
towns ;  namely,  the  city  of  Oxford,  Bampton, 
Burford,  Banbury,  Biceftcr,  Deddington,  Chipping ' 
Norton,  Ifl^p,  Thame,  Henley  upon  Thames, 
Woodftock,  Whitney,  and   Wailingtpn ;    and 

fends 
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fends  nine  members  to  parliaments^  viz.  two 
knights  of  the  fhire  for  the  county,  two  citizens 
for  Oxford,  two  reprefentatives  for  that  univer* 
fity,  two  burgeffes  for  the  borough  of  Wood- 
fiock,  and  one  for  Banbury. 


OXFORD  CITY. 

Political  Character.  The  corporation 
and  freemen  at  large  are  alniofl  all  under  the 
influence  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough  and  the 
carl  of  Abingdon^  each, of  \v^hom  has  a  fufH- 
cient  intereft  to  return  one  of  the  members. 
This  city  is  remarkable  for  an  aft  of  bribery, 
committed  by  almoil  all  the  members  of  the 
corporation.  In  1767  Philip  Ward,  Efq.  then 
mayor,  in  conjunction  with  Thomas  Robin- 
fon  and  John  Brown,  the  bailiffs  of  the  faid  city» 
and  feveral  of  the  aldermen,  wrote  a  letter  to  Sir 

« 

Thomas  Srapleton,  Bart,  and  the  honourable  Mr. 
Lee,  their  members,  ftatingthat  they  would  eled 
them  again  at  the  next  general  eledlion  for  a 
certain  fum  of  money, ^  ftipulated  in  that  letter, 
and  acquainting  them,  that  unlefs  they  complied 
with  that  condition,  they  certainly  fhoqld  not 
fiifct  with  their  fupport.    This  letter  was  pro, 

duced 
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duccd  in  the  houfc  of  commons  by  the  honour** 
able  members  who  received  it,  when,  upon  being 
fead,  it  was  agreed,  that  the  perfons  concerned 
in  writing  that  letter  (hould  be  taken  forthwith 
into  the  cuftody  of  the  ferjeant  at  arms.  They 
were  accordingly  taken  and  brought  to  the  houfc 
of  commons,  and  were  by  them  committed  to 
Newgate;  but  after  a  confinement  of  fome  con- 
fiderable  time,  upon  their  petitioning,  and  fetting 
forth  to  the  houfe  their  hearty  forrow  and  fin- 
cere  contrition  for  their  offence,  they  were  dif* 
charged,  after  being  reprimanded  on  their  knees^ 
by  the  fpeaker,  in  the  following  words ; 

*' Philip  Ward,  John  Treacher,  Sir  Thomas 
Munday,  Thomas  Wife,  John  Nicholcs,  John 
Philips,  Ifaac  Lawrence,  Richard  Tawncy,  Tho- 
mas Robinfon,  and  John  Brown  ; 

"  The  offence,  of  which  you  have  been  guilty, 
has  juftly  brought  you  under  the  fevere  difplea- 
fure  of  this  houfe,  A  more  enormous  crime  you 
could  not  well  commit,  fince  a  deeper  wound 
could  not  have  been  given  to  the  conftitution  it- 
felf,  than  by  the  open  and  dangerous  attempt^ 
which  you  have  made  to  fubvert  the  freedom  * 
and  independence  of  this  hoiife.     The  freedorh 

'  '  of 
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of  this  houfe  is  the  freedom  of  this  countryp 
ivhich  can  continue  no  longer,  than  while  the 
voices  of  the  eledors  are  uninfluenced  by  any 
bafe  or  venal  motive.  For  if  abilities  and  in« 
tegrity  are  no  recommendation  to  the  elec- 
tors, if  thofe  who  bid  higheft  for  their  voices  arc 
to  obtain  them  from  fuch  deteftable  confidera-- 
tions,  this  houfe  will  not  be  the  reprefentatiye^ 
of  the  people  of  Great  Britain.  Inflead  of  bet- 
ing the  guardians  and  protectors  of  their  liber^ 
ties,  inftead  of  redreffing  the  grievances  of  the 
fubje(5^,  this  houfe  itfelf  will  be  the  author  of  the 
worft  of  grievances;  it  will  become  the  venal 
inftrument  of  power  to  reduce  this  happy  na- 
tion,  the  envy  and  admiration  of  the  world, 
to  the  lowefl:  ftate  of  mifery  and  fervitude. 
This  is  the  abject  condition  to  whkh  you  have 
attempted  to  bring  your  fellow  citizens^ 

^*  Many  circumftances  concur  to  aggravate  youf 
offence.  The  place  of  your  refidence  was  a  An- 
gular advantage.  You  had  at  all  times  the  exam- 
pie  of  one  of  the  mod  learned  and  refpedable 
bodies  in  Europe  before  your  eyes.  Their  con«»» 
4u£l  in  every  inftance^  but  efpecially  in  the 
choice  of  their  reprefehtatiyes  in  parliament,  was 
Veil  worthy  your  imitation. 

«  Your 
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«« You  are  magiftratcs  of  a  great  city.  In  fuch  a 
ftation,  it  was  a  duty  peculiarly  incumbent  on  ' 
you  to  watch  over  the  morals  of  your  fellow-ci- 
tizens I  to  keep  yourfelves  pure  from  venality  5 
and  to  prevent,  by  your  influence,  thofe  under 
your  government  from  being  tainted  by  this 
growing  and  peftilential  vice.  How  have  you 
abufcd  this  truft  ?  You  yourfelves  have  fet  the 
infamous  example  of  proftitution  in  the  moft 
public  and  daring  manner:  furely  you  muft 
Jiavc  felt  fome  remorfe  from  the  generous  dif- 
dain  with  which  your  corrupt  offer  was  rejefted 
by  your  reprefenutives.  They  thought,  and  juftly 
thought,  that  a  feat  in  this  houfe,  obtained  by  a 
free  and  independent  choice  of  their  conftituents^ 
was  the  higheft  honour  to  which  a  fubje6l  can  af- 
pire ;  and  that  difcharging  their  duty,  as  fuch 
reprefentatives,  was  the  nobteft  of  fervices. 
$orry  I  am  to  fay,  that  thefe  confiderations  do 
not  appear  to  have  had  the  lead  weight  with  you. 
However,  you  have  at  laft  acknowledged  your 
guilt,  and,  by  your  petition  yefterday,  you  feem 
confcious  of  the  enormity  of  your  offence. 
This  houfe,  in  the  terror  of  its  judgments,  al- 
ways thinks  upon  mercy ;  nor  do  they  ever  inflift 
punifhment  but  (or  the  fakq  of  ex^ample^  and  ta 

prevent, 
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prevent  otbers  from;  becoming  the  object  of 
their  refentmentf 

**  The  cenfurepaflfeduponyoq^  will,  they  hc^^ 
have  that  efieft.  You  are  now  the  objeft  of  their 
mercy,  and  are  brought  to  the  b^r  to  be  dif* 
charged.  y 

*'  May  ypu  be  penetrated  with  a  due  fenre  of 
their  juftice  and  lenity!— M^y  you  atone  for 
your  paft  pfiFence,  by  a  conftant  endeavour  to 
](nake  a  ligbt  ufe  of  the  invaluable  privileges 
which  you  enjoy  a9  eleftor^ ! — Copfider  thefc 
privileges  a$  a  facred  truft  repofed  in  you.  DiC 
charge  it  wuh  integrity.  But  before  you  rife 
from  your  prefent  pofture,  I  do,  in  obedience  of 
the  commands  of  this  houfe,  Reprimand  you. 

^*  I  AM  now  to  acquaint  you,  that  you  are  dif« 
5:harged,  paying  your  f^es.** 

Aj^ciENT  State.  This  city,  which  is  moft 
delightfully  iituated  on  the  banks  of  the  Thamesi 
at  the  diftance  of  fifty-five  mi|es  from  London^ 
vies  with  every  other  place  in  England  for  anti- 
quity ;  the  fabulous  hiftory  placing  its  origin  a 

thoufand 
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thoufand  years  before  tke  time  of  our  Saviour^ 
and  afcribing  its  foundation  to  Memprick^  king  of 
the  Britons^  from  whom  it  is  faid  to  have  been 
called  Caer-Memprick,  or  the  city  of  Mem- 
prick,  a  name  faid  to  have  been  afterwards  chan- 
ged to  Caer-Bofla,  the  city  of  BoITa,  and  again 
to  Rhid-Ychen,  a  name  of  the  fame  meaning 
with  Oxen-ford>  the  Saxon  appellation,  from 
which  its  prefent  name  is  fuppofed  to  be  derived. 
This  city  is  alfo  faid  to  have  been  called  at  dif* 
ferent  times  Bellofitum  and  Beaumont,  in  allufion 
to  the  beauty  of  its  iituation :  we  are  alfo  told, 
that,  being  deftroyed  by  the  Saxons,  in  their 
firft  attempt  upon  this  country,  Vortigern,  the 
Britifli  king,  rcftored  it  to  its  former  grandeur, 
whence  it  was  called  Caer-Vortigern* 

It  however  appears  to  have  been  a  place  of 
no  great  confideration,  till  king  Alfred  re-* 
founded  an  univerfity  here,  in  the  year  886. 
That  wife  prince  is  generally  confidered  as  the 
founder  of  the  univerfity,  though  he  was  only 
the  reftorer  of  learning  at  this  place.  At  hisac- 
ceffion,  all  kinds  of  literature  had  fuffered  fb 
much  by  the  wars  with  which  England  had  been 
laid  wade,  that  very  few  could  read  Englilh,  and 
1  fcarce 
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fcarce  a  fingle  prieft  in  the  kingdom  underftood 
Latin.  To  remedy  which  inconvenience,  he  or- 
dered pope  Gregory  the  Fir  ft' s  paftoraU  contain- 
ing the  duty  of  paftors,  to  be  tranflated  into  £n-« 
glifh,  and  having  fent  a  copy  of  it  to  every  bi- 
ihop  in  his  dominions,  aflembled  feveral  men  of 
literature,  among  whom  were  Gry mbald,  and  John 
the  monk,  who  were  diftinguiihed  for  their  piety 
and  learning,  whom  he  fetded  at  Oxford  in  the 
year  886«  That  city  having  been  before  a  femina- 
ry  of  learning,  Grymbald,  and  the  leabied  men 
^  who  accompanied  him  hidier,  were  bppofed  by  the 
old  fc^olars,  on  their  prefcribing  new  ftatutes, 
inftitutes,  and  inftruQions  to  the  ftudents*  who 
upon  this  pleaded,  that  letters  had  long  flourifhr 
ed  there,  and  that  there  being  then  but  few  ftu- 
dents,  was  owing  to  their  having  been  expelled 
in  great  numbers,  by  the  tyranny  of  pagans  and 
InBdels.  They  likewife  maintained,  that  they 
w^re  ready  to  prove,  by  the  teftimonyof  theii: 
annals,  that  good  rules  and  orders  had  bng  fub- 
(ifted  for  the  government  of  the  place;  rules 
prefcribed  by  Gildas,  Melkin,  Nennius,  Kenti- 
gern,  and  other  perfons  of  great  learning  and 
piety,  who  had  profecuted  their  ftudies  at  that 

feat 
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Teat  of  learnings  tnd  formed  and  improved  tb<^ 

conftjtution  of  its  univcrfity. 

During  Grymba1d*s  ftay  at  Oxford,  he  and 
Sl  Neot  were  regents  and  readers  of  divinity  ; 
Afler^  a  monk  of  extraordinary  parts  and  knov«- 
ledge^  taught  grammar  and  rhetoric.  John,  a 
monk  and  colleague  of  Grimbald,  taught  geome- 
try and  aflronomy ;  and  John,  a  monk  of  St. 
David's,  logic,  mulic,  and  arithmetic.  The 
above  animofities  had  fubfifted  during  three  years^ 
when  they  were  carried  on  with  fuch  violence, 
that  upon  Gnmbald*s  complaint  to  the  king,  he 
came  in  perfon  to  Oxford,  where  he  was  at  grea^ 
paias  in  hearing  both  parties,  and  endeavouring 
to  accommodate  their  difiFerences:  at  length, 
jbaving  exhorted  them  to  live  in  friendfiiip,  he 
left  them,  in  hopes  they  would  comply;  but 
the  (ludents  continuing  their  [oppofition.  Grim* 
bald  retired  to  the  monaftery  at  Winchefter, 
which  had  been  lately  founded  by  Alfred. 

That  exceHent  prince  is  faid  to  have  built 

three  halls,  all  fubjefk  to  one  head,  called  by  the 

names  of  Great  Univerfity-hall,  Little  Univer* 

4  fity- 
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fity-haI1|  and  Lefs  Univerfity4)all»  in  ivhich  he 
placed  twenty^fix  ftudents  in  divinity,  to  whom 
he  gave  annual  ftipends.  Others  are^  howevef^oP 
opinion,  that  Alfred  founded  only  one  hall,  under 
a  three«fold  diftindion,  from  the  fciences  taught 
in  it.  Such  is»  however^  the  foundation  of  \(^hat 
is  n6w  called  Univerfity^-college,  which  is  allov-^ 
ed  to  be  the  mod  ancient  in  Oxford.  Yet  fome 
have  maintained,  that  this  college  had  fcholars 
long* before  the  reign  of  Alfred,  and  that  St.. 
John  de  Beverley,  who  died  in  the  year  721,  re* 
ceived  his  education  there ;  theyalfo  fuppofe,  that 

Alfred  only  built  the  houfe,  to  which  he  gave  the 
name  of  Great  Univerfity-hall,  and  provided  the 
ftudents  with  exhibitions. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Ethelred,  the  city,  toge- 
ther with  this  college,  were  facked  and  burnt 
by  the  Danes,  in  the  year  1002,  and  were- 
fcarcely  rebuilt,  when  king  Harold;  in  i036,being 
highly  incenfed  againft  this  place,  for  the  mur* 
der  of  fome  of  his  friends  in  a  tumult,  baniflied 
the  fcholars ;  but,  by  an  edift  of  Edward  the 
Confclfor,  the  fcholars  were  reftored  to  their  an* 
cient  habitations  and  penfions. 

WULIAM' 
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Wit  LI  AM  the  Conqueror,  being  defirous  of 
abolifhing  the  Engliih  tongue,  and  unwilling  to 
have  the  dodlrines  of  the  church  any  longer 
preached  in  it,  was  warmly  oppofed  by  the  cler- 
gy and  fcholars ;  on  which  he  Hopped  the  fti- 
pends  granted  them  by  king  Alfred,  and  reduced 
them  to  live  on  charitable  contributions.  The 
inhabitants  then  joining  in  a  rebellion,  William 
beiieged  the  city,  took  it,  and  gave  it  up  to  be 
plundered,  in  revenge  for  fome  aiiront  one  of 
the  inhabitants  offered  him  from  the  walls. 
That  prince  is  alfo  fuppofed  to  have  furrounded 
the  city  with  new  walls,  of  which  the  North- 
gate,  and  fome  fcattered  fragments,  are  (till  re- 
maining. 

In  the  reign  of  king  John,  the  magiftrates  of 
Qxford  having,  without  trial,  hanged  up  three 
priefls  or  fcholars  belonging  to  the  Univerfity,  for 
a  murder,  of  which  they  were  fuppofed  to  be  in- 
nocent, the  (Indents  retired  from  Oxford,  to 
Reading,  Sali(bury,  Maidftone,  Cambridge,  and 
other  places ;  by  which  means  the  town  became 
lb  impoveri(hed,  that  it  fent  deputies  to  the  pope's 
legate  at  Weftminfter,  who  begged  pardon  upon 
their  knees,  and  fubmitted  to  do  public  penance ; 

upoa 
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upon,  which  th^  fchplars^  after  four  or  five  years 
abfi^njce,  returnecl.  ' 

At  what  time  Oxford  was  firft  dignified  witl) 
f  he  dtle  of  an  Univerfity^  is  uncertain ;  but  in  the 
year  1256^  in  anaddrefs  from  the  univerfity;  to 
{he  king,  it  is  exprefsly  called  an  Univerfity,  and 
the  fecond  fchool  of  the  church,  after  the  univer- 
fity  of  Paris ;  and  before  this  time,  the  popes,  in 
their  decretals,  allowed  the  title  of  an  univerfity 
to  npne  but  thofe  of  Paris,  Oxford,  Bononia,  and 
Salamanca. 

J 

About  the  year  1318,  we  find  the  Hebrew 
tongue  began  to  be  (ludied  in  this  univerfity, 
-where  it  was  taught  by  a  Jewi(h  convert,  towards 
whofe  falary  every  clerk  in  Oxford  contributed 
one  penny  out  of  every  mark  of  his  ecdefiaftical 
revenue. 

This  city  fertt  ab  origine  mernbers  to  parlia-^ 
ment,  and  in  the  reign  of  Hen.  III.  was  govern- 
ed by  a  mayor. 

The  city  of  Oxford  gives  the  title  of  earl  to 
the  family  of  Harlcy. 

Vol.  II.  gc  Thb 
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four  aldermen,  eight  afliftants,  two  bailifl^,  and 
twenty-four  common  council-men.  The  mayor 
for  thfe  tiifle  being  oflfidat*?  at  the  coronation  of 
tfM  king^  ih  the  buttery^  and  has  a  large  gilt  hofwl 
ihd  cbYtt  for  his  fee.  The  magiftiacy  of  the 
Htf  h  iubjeCl  to  the  chancellor  and  yice-clian« 
c«llOr  i)f  the  uiiivcrfity,  in  all  kifairs  of  moment, 
tteti  ih  thoft  rfelftting  t6  the  <!ity  5  and  every  year 
the  viee-'^ch^ftcdlor  adminifters  an  0ath  to  the  ma^ 
giftrates  'mA  {herifi^,  that  they  will  maintifcin  the 
privileges  of  the  univeriity  ;  befides,  on  the  lOth 
of  February,  the  mayor,  and  fixty-two  of  the 
^hief  citiseins,  ih  a  Solemn  manner,  pay  each  one 
penny  at  St.  Mary's  church,  ia  lieu  of  a  great 
6ne  laid  upon  the  city^  in  the  reign  of  king  £d>- 
Hvard  IHw  ^frhcn  lixty-two  of  the  ftudcAr^  were 
inurde^ed  by  the  citizens. 

Right  of  Election. — 1621,  19  Feb.   Stated, 
that  the  right  was  in  the  mayor,  fifteen  more, 
'callea    the"  magiftrates,  and   common-council, 
"makihg  ih  all  forty-eight,  together  with  the  free- 
men of  the  faid  city. 

Number  of  voters — About  1000. 
^    kETORNiNG  OFFICERS— The  may or  and  ball iffs. 

Patrons— Duke  of  Marlborough  and  earl  of 

"Abingdoni 

OXFORD 
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OXFORD  UNIVERSITY. 

» 

t  I 

Political  Character.  The  political  princU 
pies  of  the  members  of  this  univerGty  are»  with  a 
few  exceptions,  thofe  of  toryifm.  They  have  al- 
ways adifted  and  given  flielter  to  royalty,  when- 
ever it  wasdiftrefledby  the  parliament  or  people. 
Solittle  are  they,  however,  to  be  influenced  in  the 
choice  of  their  reprefentatives,  thai  they  do  not 
fulFer  any  canvas  to  be  made,  nor  either  of  the 
candidates  to  be,  at  the  time  of  eledion,  within 
ten  miles  of  the/jurifdiSion  of  the  univerfity. 
Their  reprefentatives  are  men  pofleffihg  the 
fame  fentiments  refpeding  civil  and  religious 
government  that  they  themfelves  do,  fo  that  in 
all  probability,  their  prefent  members  willbe 
continued  in  the  fame  honourable  fituation,  as 
long  as  they  are  able  to  perform  the  duties  an* 

■ 

nexed  to  it. 

Ancient  State.  This  univerCty  is  one  of 
the  nobleft  in  the  world,  both  with  refpeft  to 
the  opulence  of  its  endowments,  and  the  magni- 
ficence of  its  buildings,  as  well  as  the  convenience 

Cc  a  of 
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oF  its  manGons  for  ftudy.     It  confifts  of  twenty 
colleges  ami  five  halls^  and  is  a  adoration  go* 
verned  by  a  chancellor,  a  high-fteward,  a  vice^ 
chancellor,    two  prodorSj  a  public  orator,   a 
keeper  of   the  archives,  a  regifter,  three  ef- 
quire  beadles   carrying,  filver  maces  wrought 
and  gilt,  three  yeomen  beadles  with  plain  filver 
maces,  and  a  verger  with  a  filver  rod.    The 
chancellor  is  ufually  one  of  the  nobility,  and  is 
the  fupreme  governor  of  the  univerfity.     He  is 
chofen  by  the  fiudents  in  convocation,  and  con- 
tinues in  his  office  for  life.    The. high  fteward 
is  nominated  by  the  chancellor,  but  muft  be 
approved  by  the  univerfity.     His  office,  which 
alfo  continues  for  life,  is  to  affift  the  chancellor 
in  the  government  of  the  univerfity,  and  to  hear 
and  determine  capital  caufes,  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  land,  and  the  privileges  of  the  uni« 
verfity*     The  vice-chancellor,  who  is  always  in 
orders,  and  the  head  of  fome  college,  is  likewife 
appointed  by  the  chancellor,  and  approved  by 
the  univerfity.     As  he  is  the  chancellor's  de« 
puty,  he  governs  the  univerfity  according  to  its 
ftatutes,  and  choofes  four  pro-vice-chancellors 
out  of  the  heads  of  colleges,  to  officiate  in  his 
abfence.     The  two  pro6lors  are  matters  of  arts^ 
chofen  annually  in  turn,  out  of  the  feveral  col- 
leges 
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leges  and  balls ;  and  tbcir  bufinefs  is  Co  keep  the 
peace^  to  puniih  diforders^  iufpedt  weights  and 
meafures^  appoint  fcholaftic  exercifes,  and  the 
taking  of  degrees.  The  public  orator  writes 
letters  in  the  name  of  the  univerfity,  and 
harangues  princes  and  other  great  perfonages 
who  vifit  it.  The  keeper  of  the  archives  has 
the  cuftody  of  the  charters  and  records;  and 
the  regifter  records  all  the  public  tranfaQions 
of  the  univerfity  in  convocation, 
•  • 

Th  £  officers,  fellows,  and  fcholars,  maintained 
by  the  revenues  of  the  univerfity,  amount  to 
about  a  thoufand,  and  the  number  of  fuch  fcho- 
lars  as  live  at  their  own  expence,  is  ufually  about 
two  thoufand^  the  whole  amounting  to  three 
thoufand  perfons  ;  befides  a  great  number  of  in- 
ferior officers  and  fervants  belonging  to  the  f&. 
veral  colleges  and  halls,  which  have  each  their 
ftatutes  and  rules  of  government,  under  their 
rcfpeftive  heads,  fellows,  and  tutors. 

In  this  univerfity  are  annually  held  four  terms 
for  public  exercifes,  Icdures  and  difputations ; 
and  fet  days  and  hours  when  the  profeffors  of 
every  faculty  read  their  lectures  j  and  in  fome  of 

the 
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the  coiiegts  irt  public  ledures,  to  whith  allpetu 
fMs  are  odndtccd. 

This  place  was firft  imprivileged  to  lend  menK 
bers  to  parliaiDent;»  by  king  James  I.  by  diploma, 
dated  March  lath^  anno  1603. 

Right  of  Election. — In  the  do<flors  and 
a&ual  mailers  of  the  univerfity. 

Number  of  voTERS^^About  6oD. 

Returning  officers ^The  vice-rch  an  cellar 

and  heads  of  colleges. 

WOODSTOCK. 

Political  CttAHACTER.  This  borough, vhich 
is  adjoining  to  the  wall  of  Blenheim  park,  is 
wholly  under  the  patronage  of  the  duke  of 
Marlborough.  There  having  been  no  oppoli^ 
tion  to  fo  potent  an  intereft,  the  right  of  voting 
has  never  come  tinder  the  adjudication  of  a 
committee  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  but  it  is  ad* 
tnitted  to  be  in  a  mayor,  four  aldermen,  iixteea 
burgeflcs,  and  the  Ireemen  at  large. 

ANCkE^T  State.  Woodftock  is  fo  called  from 
the  Saxon,  Wudeftoc,  "which  li^nifies  a  woody 

place« 
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place.  Ii:  h^  been  a  foy^l  ft^ftt,  mi  )mr^  king 
Alfred irwflated  Boetiui  de  ConrQliupnf)  PhU 
lofophic  In  the  time  of  king  £tkclfe<l  U  W9« 
fo  conAdcrable  a  place^  that  he  calW  ^  {>aFlia-^ 
mcQC  here.    After  the  cooqueft^  Henry  h  twk 

great  delight  in  the  palace  tif  ihie  t9wn»  m?^ 

fome  additions  to  ih4  b4ildtiigt»^  a^d  inplof^^ 

the  pirk  with  a  done  wall  Jn  thi^  pal4i?S  Hep.  lU 
refided»  when  Rice,  prince  of  Wales,  came  in 
the  year  ii6j,  to  do  homage  to  that  king  anA 
his  Ton.    But  vhat  retKlers  thii  pUee  moft  f^ 

mous,  is  a  labyrinth  built  by  that  prince,  called 
Rofamond's  Bower,  with  a  houfe  ip  it,  to  iecrete 
his  concubine  RoTamond  Clifioid,  froiv  Sleanof. 
his  queen  $  but  there  are  now  aq  traces,  either 
of  the  palaxre  or  bower.  I|»  thii  palftae  iiie  prin- 
cefs  Elizabeth,  afterwards  queeii|  waf  for  foQIie. 

time  kept  prifoner, 

c 

The  honour  and  manor  of  the  town  and  hun*' 
dred  of  Woodftock  were,  in  the  reign  of  the  late 
queen  Anne,  fettled  by  parliament  upon  John 
Cburcbill^dukc  of  Marlborough,  yho  cc^mnand^ 
ed  the  army  of  the  grand  alliance,  formed  by: 
Great  Britai^i^  Holland,  Portugal^  and  Other  pow- 
ers, againft  France  aad  Sp^in,  and  u(>oa  hjs  d&n 

jTfr^i^apt^ 
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fcendanu  male  and  f(^malej  as  a  monument  of 
national  gratitude  for  his  bravefry  and  condud. 
A  palace  was  atfb  erefied  (6t  bim  at  the  public 
expence^  in  a  very  delightful  fituation,  about 
half  a  mile  diftant  from  Woodftock^  which,  to 
commemorate  the  important  vi£lory  he  obtained 
over  the  French  and  Bavarians  at  Blenheim,  was 
called  Blenheim  houfe.  It  was  built  by  Sir 
John  Vanbrugh,  and  though  aheavy  building,  like 
tW  reft  of  that  atchited's  perfcninances,  mull  foe 
acknowledged.to  be  a  magnificent  ftru£ture«  > 

Tkis  borough  having  fent  ^o  parliament,  annO 
90  and  33  Edward  l.ceafed  fending  till  theiirft 
of  queen  Mary,  when  it  having  returned  to  her    ^ 
three  firft  parlitfrnisnts,  again  intermitted  fending 
titt  13  Elizabeth* 

Corporation— Confiftsof  a  lord  high  fteward, 
recorder,  town- clerk,  five  aldermen,  one  of  whom 
is  always  mayor^and  feventecncpoimon^counciU 

nien«    ,     .      , 

Ik.       .  • 

--RjoHT  OP  EiKCTiON'—In  thc  corporation  and 
firceiiicn. 

'  Ni^MBkR  OF  VOMERS — Lcls  than  aoo. 
RETCitNiKG  Oppicer— The  mayor. 
PVtron— Duke  of  Marlborough. 
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BANBURY. 

Foi^iTiCAL  Character.  This  borougls,  in 
common  whli  Abingdon  and  Higham  Ferrers^ 
which  were  alfo  incorporated  by  queen  Mary^ 
Bewdley»  which  was  incorporated  by  James  L 
and  Monmouth  which  was  imprivileged  to  fend 
members  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIIL  have  only 
the  ele&ion  of  one  member  each.  The  right 
of  voting  in  this  populous  town  is  confined^  by  a 
refolution  of  the  houfe  of  commons^  to  a  mayor, 
fix  aldermen,  and  twelve  burgefies,  who,  like  all 
other  corporations,  are  under  the  influence  v^ 
direction  of  an  individuaU 

The  number  of  inhabitant  houfekeepers  in 
this  town^  who,  like  Bath,  Winchefter,  Salifbury, 
Andover,  Poole,  <Src.  have  only  a  nominal  re« 
prefentation,  are  at  leaft  Gx  hundred. 

Ancient  State*  Banbury,  which  is  feated 
on  the  river  CherwcU,  is  a  very  ancient  town^ 
and  was^  foon  after  the  conqueft,  firengthened 

with 
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viih  a  caftlci  which  was  buHt  by  Alexander,  then « 
biihop  of  Lincoln. 

In  the  civil  wars  a  garrifon  was  placed  here,  or 
rather  in  the  caftle,  by  the  parliament.  It  was 
going  to  be  befieged  by  the  king,  when  heairing 
that  the  earl  of  Eflcx  was  at  Keynton,  nev  £dge^ 
billt  he  refolvcd  to  go  and  attack  W^.  The 
battle  was  fought  the  next  day ;  btit  though  the 
viBory  wa$  doubtful,  the  king  foon  after  took 
Banbury  caftle,  in  which  were  eight  hqndred 
foot,  *nd  a  troop  of  horfe,  hk\(  of  whom  tooH 
arrmS'  under  his  banner,  and  from  ihence  h^ 
inarched  to  Oxfords 

I 

CogpoRATioN.  This  borough  was  firft  incor* 
porated  in  the  firft  year  of  queen  Mary,  and  theq 
iioprivileged  to  return  one  member  to  parlia-* 
xnent;  by  which  charter  it  was  governed  by  a 
bailiff,  twelve  aldermen,  and  twelve  burgefTes, 
In  the  reign  of  king  James  I.  it  was  made  a 
mayor  town,  with  twelve  aldermen  and  fix  capi^ 
tal  burgefles;  and  it  had  a  new  charter  from 
king  George  I.  in  the  year  1718,  by  which  it  is 
now  governed  by  a  mayor,  high  fteward^  re^ 

cordcr. 
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corder,  fix  capital  bui^dfesi  twelve  affiftanti,  a 
towfi-€lerk»  and  a  ferjcaAt  at  inaoe« 

Right  op  EtEctioN — ^In  the  mayoti  aldeiw 
men  and  capital  burgefies  only* 

Number  of  voters — tg. 
Returning  Officer — The  mayor* 
FATRON~£ail  of  Guildford. 


RUTLAND  COUNTY. 

Political  Character. 

X  HIS  is  the  only  county  in  England  vUch 
Jias  no  reprefentatives^  except  the  two  knighti 
of  the  ihire;  and»  confequenttyj  the  inhabv 
tant  houfekeepers^  like  thofe  of  the  city  of 
£ly»  and  the  opulent  and  populous  towns  of 
Manchefter^  Sheffield^  Birmin^m^  Leeds» 
Wodverhampt^  n^  Hali&Xn  &c.  are  withoi^t 
any  reprefentation.  Ninety-nine  parts  out  of 
a  hundred  of  the  empire  of  Great  Britain  are  in 

a  fimilar 
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a  fimilar  fituation ;  but  the  dbfervation  appUes 
with  peculiar  force^  when  thefe  places  prefent 
themfelves  to  our  view,  and  are  compared  with 
Caftle  Rifing,  or  Gatton,  which  have  onty  two 
houfes  each,  or  with  Old  Sarum,  which  has  not 
a  houfe  remaining,  or  with  the  nominal  repre- 
fentation  of  thofe  cities  and  towns,  where  the 
right  of  deBton  is  confined  to  a  corporation  of 
nineteen,  twenty-four,  or  thirty,  as  is  the  cafe  at 
Banbury,  Andover,  and  £ath« 

To  complete  the  deformity  of  this  fliadow  of 
reprefentation,  the  influence  in  this  county  is^ 
like  moft  others,  in  a  few  individuals  the  earl  of 
Exeter,  earl  of  Cardigan,  earl  of  Winchelfea, 
and  earl  of  Gainfborough. 

J^ciiNT  State.  This  county  derives  its  name 
from  the  ancient  Saxon  name  Roteland,  the  ety- 
mology of  which  is  entirely  unknown.  Some 
have  derived  it  from  Roct,  or  Rud,  which  figni- 
fies  red,  becaufe,  in  many  parts  of  the  county, 
the  land  is  of  a  red  colour.  But  others  objed 
to  this  reafbn,  and  alledge,  that  there  is  only  one 
part  of  the  county,  which  is  about  Glaifton,  that 
has  a  ruddy  foil ;  befides,  moft  of  the  counties 

in 
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in  England  have  foil  of  the .  fame  tolour ;  and 
therefore  thefe  ^vould  have  it  to  be  derived  from 
the  word  Rotundalandia^  from  its  circular  figure; 
but  its  form  was  not  round  tvhen  this  name^  of 
which  Rutland  is  fuppofed  to  be  a  contraOioiv 
waft  given  to  it;  befides^  it  is  not  probable  chat 
the  Saxons  would  give  a  Latin  liame  to  an  £ng^ 

U(h  county.  ' 

»  .     ., 

Rutlandshire  is  the  lead  of  all  the  counties 
in  England,  it  extending  not  quite  Rfteen  miles 
in  lengthy  and  fcarcely  thirteen  in  breadth,  and 
U  but  forty  miles  in  circumference.  Okeham^ 
the  county  town,  which  is  feated  near  the  mi<ldle 
of  the  county,  is  ninety-fix  miles  north  north- 
weft  of  London. 

In  the  time  of  the  Romans  this  county  was  a 
part  of  the  diftri£i  inhabited  by  the  Coritani ; 
but  under  the  Saxons  it  was  a  part  of  the  king^ 
dom  of  Mercia.  The  mod  a;icient  account  wc 
have  of  this  county  is  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the 
ConfeiTor,  who,  by  his  laft  will,  bequeathed  it  to 
Egith,  on  condition,  that  after  her  death  it  (hould 
belong  to  the  monaftery  of  St.  Peter's  at  Wcft- 
minfter^  which  it  accordingly  did;  but  William 

the 
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the  Conqueror  feized  it»  and  allowed  thtmoMJU 
lery  little  more  than  the  tythes^  dividing  tht 
lands  betvreen  bis  kinfmeti  and  followers^  except 
ipbat  he  kept  to  himfelf.     This  county  has  giveii 
the  title  of  earl  ever  fince  the  reign  of  Rich.  IL 
The  firft  earl  of  Rutland  was    Edward,    the 
eldefi  fon  of  Edmund  Langley»  the  fifth  fon  of 
Edward  the  Third ;  but  the  firft  earl  of  the  pre^- 
fent  family  of  the  Manners,  was  created  earl  of 
Rutland  by  Henry  VI II.     In  the  reign  of  queen 
Anne,  John  Manners,  then  earl  of  Rutland,  re*, 
ceived  from  that  princefs  the  title  of  marquis  of 
Granby  and  duke  of  Rutland,  which  his  fuccel^ 
(brs  ft  ill  enjoy* 

This  county  is  divided  into  five  hundreds,  but 
has  no  city,  and  contains  only  two  market  towns^ 
namely,  Okeham  and  Uppingham.  It  is  in  the 
province  of  Canterbury,  and  diocefe  of  Peterbo- 
rough,  and  containsforty-eight  parifhes,  but  fenda 
Qnly  two  members  to  parliament,  who  are  the 
kaigbts  of  the  fhire* 
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SALOP  COUNTY. 

t 

*  ■ 

I  «  ' 

I  >    « 

•         Political  Charactiir* 

1  HIS  county  is  not  under  any  influence,  which 
may  ,be  imputed,  in  fome  degree,  to  the  fmatt 
number  of  nobility  who  refide  here.  There  are 
many. gentlemen  of  comfortable  fortunes,  who 
refide  here,  and,  like  their  anceftors  of  old,  pof- 

•    *  *  *  . 

fefs  independent  fpirits,  and  have  not  as  yet 
iearnt  to  bow  their  neck  to  a  yoke  fabricated  by 
dclpoiicpower. 

TTiey  have  on  this  account,  been  branded  by 
their  enemies  witii  the  odious  epithet  of  the 
proud  Salopians  $  but  if  the  definition  of  that  pride 
be  independence,  in  its  fulleft  and  completeft 
fetifej  our  wifii  is  that  all  our  feUow-citizens  were 
in  pofleifion  of  it;  oriftocratic  oppreflion  would 
then  ccafe,  and  cbeeifolneft  and  plenty  wouM 
iuccttd  ia  iti  room# 

Ancient  State.    The  county  of  Salop  takes 
iti|  name  from  Scrobbe(byrig,  the  Saxon  name 

3  •r 
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of  Shrcwlbury,  the  county  town,  which  is  genc^ 
rally  derived  from  the  bru(h-»wood  and  (hrubs 
with  which  the  ground  was  covered  before  the 
town  was  built.  It  is  alfo  called  Salop»  or  the 
county  of  Salop,  from  the  name  by  which  the 
town  of  Shrewlbury  was  afterwards  called  by  the 
Normans.  This  county  is  bounded  on  the  eaft 
by  Staffbrdlhire;  on  the  fouth  by  Worcefterfiiire, 
Herefordfhire,  and  a  fmall  part?  of  Radnorfliire  ; 
on  the  weft  by  Montgomeryfhire  and  Denbigh- 
shire ;  and  on  the  north  by  part  of  Flintihire  and 
Chefliire ;  it  is  reckoned  one  of  the  laigefl  in- 
land counties  in  England,  extending  upwards 
of  forty  miles  in  length  from  north  to  fouth,  and 
thirty-five  in  breadth  from  eaft  to  weft,  and 
upwards  of  a  hundred  and  fixty  miles  in  circum- 
fercnce.  Shrewfl)ury,  which  is  nearly  in  the 
centre  of  the  county,  is  one  hundred  and  fiftyl 
feven  miles  north- weft  of  London. 

That  divifion  of  Shropftiire,  which  extends 
north  of  the  Severn,  is  allowed  to  be  part  of  the 
country,  which,  in  the  time  of  the  Romans,  was 
inhabited  by  the  Cornavii ;  but  that  part  on  the 
fouth  of  the  Severn  belonged  to  the  Ordovices,  a 
people  who  inhabited  the  greateft  part  of  Wales; 

but 
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bdt  under  the  S^xohs  this  county  w^is  a  diftrid 
of  the  kingdom  of  M ercia*  The  famous  Roman 
military  way,  called  Wading-ftreet,  enters  Shrop- 
ibire  from  3taffordfhire,  at  Bohingale,  a  village 
on  the  borders  of  the  county,  to  the  north-eaft  of 
Bridgenorth,  and  pafles  from  that  village  north- 
weft  to  Wallington,  and  from  thence  fouth-wcft 
through  Wroxcter ;  where  croffing  the  Severn  at 
Wroxeter-ford,  it  runs  filuthward  through  the 
county  into  Herefordlhire.  This  road  is  very 
entire  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Wroxeter,  where 
being  ftraight,  and  raifed  a  confiderable  height 
above  the  level  of  the  foil,  it  may  be  feen  from 
thence  ten  or  fifteen  miles  both  to  the  fouth  and 
north. 

There  is  nothing  very  remarkable  relating  to 
the  tranfadions  of  the  Romans  in  this  county,  ex- 
cept the  battle  fought  between  Oftoriiis,  the  Ro- 
man general,  and  the  brave  Britifh  king,  named 
Caradacus.  Every  thing  was  in  confufion  in 
Britain,  when  Oftorius,  being  fent  hither  in  the 
room  of  Plautius,  endeavoured  to  render  himfcif 
-formidable  by  his  vigilance  and  adlivity ;  accord- 
ingly, with  fuch  forces  as  were  next  at  hand,  he 
routed  fome  fcattered  parties  that  were  placed  as 

Vox.  IL  D  d  garrifons 
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garrifons  upon  the  Avon  and  Severn.    He  aft^i^ 
wards  advanced  againft  the  Cangians^  laying  ivalle 
the  country  with  little  or  no  oppofition^  as  far 
as  the  Irifli  fea.    The  Iceni  and  Brigantes^  endea-i* 
vouring  to  flop  his  progrefs,  were  foon  defeated  i 
however  the  Silures^  under  their  prince  Carac-. 
tacus,  made  a  greater  (land ;  and«  that  he  might 
encounter  the  Romans  with  advantage^  removed 
the  feat  of  war  into  thp  country  of  the  Ordovices, 
now  North- Wales,  where  he  was  immediately 
joined  by  thofe,  who  being  infpircd  with  the  love 
of  liberty,  could  not  bear  the  thought  of  fubmit- 
ting  to  the  Roman  yoke.    He  encamped  his 
army  on  the  top  of  an  almofl  inacceflible  hill» 
which  Camden  fuppofes  to  be  that  now  called 
Cacradoc ;  and  where  there  was  a  poflibility  of 
climbing  up  to  it,  he  raifed  heaps  of  ftones,  in  the 
manner  of  a  rampart ;  and  at  the  bottom  was  ft 
river,  which  the  Romans  were  obliged  to  pais 
before  they  could  attack  him ;  for  which  reafon, 
he  placed  fome  of  his  befl  troops  to  oppofe  their 
pallage.    Notwithftanding  this,  Oftorius  ordered 
his  men  to  pafs  the  river,  and  begin  the  attacks 
The  Britons  annoyed  them  with  (howers  of  ar- 
rows, darts,  and  ftones,  by  which  many  of  the 
Romans  were  flain,  and  much  greater  numbers 

woundqdi 
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Woundecl ;  but  at  length  pacing  the  river»  the/ 
came  to  a  clofc  engagement^  threw  down  the 
Weak  fortifications  that  had  been  raifed  againll 
them^  and  defeated  the  Britons  with  great 
flaughter.  The  wife  and  daughter  of  Caraffatcus 
were  taken  prifbners ;  but  he  himfelf  efcaped  to 
the  queen  of  the  Brigantes^  who^  contrary  to  her 
promifej  delivered  him  up  to  the  Romans;  when 
he»  with  his  wife  and  daughter^  were  carried  in 
triumph  to  Rome ;  where^  being  brought  before 
the  emperor  Claudius^  he  made  fo  bold  and  ani* 
mated  a  Ipeech^  that  the  emperor,  admiring  his 
courage^  fet  him,  as  well  as  his  wife  and  daughter, 
at  liberty. 

Under  the  Saxons,  when  this  county  conllitu* 
ted  a  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Mercia,  we  do  not 
find  any  thing  remarkable  relating  to  it,  except 
that  Edwy,  the  laft  earl  of  Mercia,  had  large  pofl 
feflions  there  $  but  the  Norman  conqueft  made 
prodigious  alterations ;  fof  the  G)nqueror  gratis 
iied  his  followers  with  large  eftates ;  and  we  find 
'  that  Roger  de  Montgomery,  who  was  created  earl 
of  Arundel  and  Shrewlbury,  poflefTed  the  greateft 
part  of  the  cdunty. 

D  d  a  Shrop« 
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SHR,opshiR£|  being  a  frontier  between  England 
and  Wale$,  was  better  fortified  than  any  other 
county  in  England,  having  no  lefs  than  thirty-two 
caftles,  beiides  fortified  towns«  The  extremity 
of  Shropfhire  towards  Wale^,  from  its  being  the 
limits  of  both  countries,  was  called  the  Marches 
of  Wales,  and  governed  by  fome  of  the  nobility 
of  this  county,  who  were  ftyled  Lords  of  the 
Marches*  Thefe  lords,  within  their  feveral  jurif- 
drdlions,  a&ed  with  i  kind  of  palatinate  autho* 
rity,  which  nearly  refembled  fovereign  power; 
but  it  being  generally  exercifed  with  great  inib^ 
lence  over  the  inhabitants,  its  was,  after  the  re« 
dudtion  of  Wales,  gradually  abolifhed. 

This  county  is  feated  in  the  province  of  Can- 
terbury ;  that  part  of  it  which  lies  fouth  of  the 
Severn,  is  under  the  jurifdidion  of  the  biihop  of 
Hereford;  that  which  lies  north,  is  under  the 
biftiop  of  Coventry  and  Litchfield ;  except  Of^ 
weftry,  and  a  few  other  places,  which  are  under 
the  bifhoprick  of  St.  Afaph :  the  archdeacon  of 
Shrewlbury  is  archdeacon  for  the  three  diocefes. 

It  is  divided  into  fifteen  hundreds,  containing 
one  hundred  and  feventy  parifhes,  and  fifteen, 

market 
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market  towns :  it  fends  twelve  membccs  to  parlia^ 
jnent,  two  knights  of  the  Ihirc  for  the  county, 
and  two  burgefles  for  each  of  the  following  towns; 
viz.  Shrewflxiry,  Bridgenorth,  Biihop's  Caftle, 
Wenlock^  and  Ludlow* 


SHREWSBURY. 

Political  Character.  The  right  of  elec- 
tion in  this  town  was  anciently  popular  and  free; 
fo  IWe  as  the  year  1709,  we  find  by  the  journals  of 
the  houfe  of  commons^  the  franchife  extended 
,not  only  to  the  burgefles  inhabiting  within  the 
town,  paying  fcot  and  lot,  but  alfo  to  thofe  inha* 
biting  fix  other  pari(hes,  and  forty-fix  viUs  in  its 

• 

fuburbs  and  neighbourhood.  Thefe  were  how- 
ever disfranchifed  by  a  fubfequent  rcfolution  of 
the  houfe,  on  the  9th  of  April  1723^  and  the 
right  was  lunited  to  the  burgefics  inhabiting  tht 
precinfl  of  the  borough  only. 

The  corporation  afterwards  attempted  to 
confine  this  right  ftill  further,  as  will  appear  by 
the  following  cafe,  on  the  petition  of  certain  elec 
tors  in  the  intereft  of  William  Pulteney,  Efq. 
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tried  by  a  committee  of  the  houfe  of  commons^ 
on  the  7th  of  March  1775. 

The  quellion  was,  whether  a  cla(s  of  men 
coming  under  the  two  following  dcfcriptions^ 
who  had  been  rcfiifed  their  admiflion  to  their 
fi^edo^n  by  the  mayor^  were  entitled  to  vote  at 
that  eledlfon? 

itt.  All  perfons  of  the  age  of  one-and-twenty, 
and  who  have  ferved  a  feven  years  apprentice^- 
ihip  to  one  of  the  trades,  which  form  fourteen 
ancient  coinpanies  by  prefcription  or  incorporat- 
tion  in  this  borough^  have  a  right  to  demands 
and  be  admitted  to^  their  f^ecdoin,  on  paying  five 
pounds  and  all  the  ufual  ftcf, 

sd,  All  perfons  bom  within  the  borough^  are, 
at  the  age  of  onc-and-twenty>  entitled  in  like 
manner  to  demand,  and  be  admitted  to,  their 
freedom,  on  payment  of  five  pounds  and  the 
llfual  feeSf 

Thi  £ld^,  tha(  the  rejeded  voters  C4me 
under  the  defcription  of  one  or  ofher  of  thpfe 
two  cuftomsi  was  not  4ii|H)ted, 

It 
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It  was  proved^  that  piore  than  a  year  before 
the  eleaion,  they  had  tendered  the  fees  to  the 
perfons  whofe  province  it  is,  by  the  law  of  the 
place,  to  admit  freemen ;  that  they  had  claikned 
to  be  admitted,  and  were  refufed.  It  was  like* 
wife  proved,  that  they  had  tendered  their  votes  at 
the  eledion*  But  the  two  cuftoms  were  called 
in  queftion. 

In  1 77 1,  one  Baxter,  claiming  his  freedom 
under  thofe  cuftoms,  had  brought  a  manda* 
mas  in /the  court  of  King's  Bench,  on  the 
trial  of  that  caufe ;  the  corporation  contended^ 
(hat  the  two  cuftoms,  which  the  plaintiff  alledged 
to  be  immemorial,  were  only  introduced  by  a 
bye-law  of  1642,  which  bye-law  was  repealed 
in  1733*  The  plaintiff  maintained,  that  the  bye* 
law  was  only  declaratory  of  the  ancient  cuftom, 
which  could  not  therefore  be  affedled  by  the  re- 
peal of  fuch  a  bye-law.  The  jury  found  for  the 
plaintiff* 

Baxtse,  in  confequcnce  of  the  judgment  in 
his  favour,  fued  out  a  peremptory  mandamus, 
and  was  admitted  to  his  freedom.  But  the  cor- 
poration, after  that  decifion,  ftill  refuf<;d  to  ad* 

mit 
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toil  the  other  perfons  t^ho  claimed  under  tlic 
iame  cuftoms. 

In  the  cafe  of  Battler  they  had  moved  ^  a 
n<^w  trials  \vhich  was  refufed;  hot  a  fecond  maii«- 
damus  being  obtained  againfl  them^  they  moved 
that  this  new  caufe  might  be  tried  at  the  bar ;  tfaift 
was  granted  by  the  court ;  and^  on  that  occalion» 
the  judge  who  tried  the  firft,  faid,  he  thought, 
that  on  the  trial  it  had  not  been  properly  undcr- 
ftood. 

•  •       • 

This  fecond  mandamus  was  depending,  in  the 
court  of  King's  Bench,  at  the  time  of  eleftion.* 
!t  was  tried  in  Michaelmas  term  19  November, 
!I774,  and  determined  in  like  nmnner  as  the  for- 
met ;  and  there  was  no  application  for  a  nc?w 
trial. 

On  this  ftate  of  fads,  the  counfcl  for  the 
fitting  member  infifted,  that  the  right  of  the 
controverted  votes  were  ftill  open  to  the  dif* 
icuflion  of  the  committee ;  that  the  two  manda^ 
mnfes  were  only  conclufive  «mongft  the  parties, 
and  that,  on  the  trial  of  new  mandamufes,  th^ 
two  former  vcrdiAs,  although  they  might  have 

great 


great  wetgitt  ascvidence^  would  not  conclude 
the  jury.  They  fuggcftcd,  that  fincc  the  iaft 
trials  and  after  the  four  days  had  elapiied,  which 
the  court  allows  for  moving  for  a  new  trial,  they 
had  difcovered  frefh  evidence,  which,  if* laid  be^ 
fore  the  committee,  would  overturn  the  cut- 

toms. 

* 

The  counfel  for  the  petitioners  contended,  01^ 
the  contrary,  that  under  circumftances  like  thofc 
of  the  prefent  c^fe,  two  verdifts,  free  from  al^ 
fufpicion  of  coUulion,  (the  two  mayors  againfl 

whom  both  the  verdifls  had  been  found,  having 

< 

continued  to  be  warm  partizans  of  the  iiitipg 
members  at  the  ele&ion,  unimpeached  -and  not 
difapproved  of  by  the  judge,)  would  be  conclu- 
iive  evidence  as  io  the  cufioms^  even  in  a  court  of 
law,  becaufe  the  parties  to  be  bound  by  them  on 
a  new  mandamus  would  be  the  fanse;  viz» 
the  corporation  of  Shrewlbury;  that  on  two 
fuch  vardids,  a  court  of  equity  would  make  a 
decree  to  e£tabli(h  a  cuftoni,  ^nd  would  not 
grant  a  third  trial;  but  lihatifthis  wene  other- 
wift,  a  committee  of  the .  houfe  .of  commons 
would  never  fuffer  two  folemn  verdidb,  and 
confequent  judgments  of  the  ofily  court  com* 

pejfent 
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petent  to  fuch  caufes,  to  be  called  in  queftion  be* 
fore  them.  They  faid,  that  even  in  the  Mid« 
dlefcx  cafe^  nobody  had  ever  attempted  to  inu 
peach  the  verdid^  finding  Mr.  Wilkes  guilty  of 
the  libeU 

The  counfel  for  the  fitting  members  cited  fe^ 
veral  cafes^  where  courts  of  law  had  granted  new 
trials  after  two  concordant  verdi(5ts^  and  others^ 
where  courts  of  equity  had  done  the  fame.  But 
they  were  all  ftiewn  to  be  cafes  where  the  judge, 
who  tried  the  caufe^  fignified  his  difapprobation 
of  the  verdidl:;  and  befides  it  was  faid,  that  a 

• 

verdid):  before  judgment,  once  fet  afide^  is  con^^ 
fidered  as  if  it  never  had  exifted. 

On  the  other  fide^  the  cafes  of  the  duke  of 
Beaufort^  and  of  Manchefter  Mills^  were  cited 
among  others.  The  latter  came  on  in  the  duchy 
court  before  lord  Kinnoul^  aflifled  by  lord  Mans- 
fields  who  faid  on  that  occafion^  that  a  verdi(5fc 
in  the  time  of  Charles  I.  (which  was  produced 
in  the  caufe)  was  conclufive  evidence  of  the  cuf^ 
tom.  After  this  point  had  been  argued^  and  the 
counfel  direded  to  withdraw^  the  committee^ 
after  a  fhort  deliberationi 

Resoiveo^ 


$RftIWSBURT.  41 C 

RtsoLV£D,  not  to  admit  any  evidence  to  im*- 
peach  the  two  verdi&Sj  but  to  confidei  them  a« 
conclufi  ve  evidence  of  the  cuiloms« 

The  fitting  members'  counfel  then  endea- 
voured to  prove. 

That  the  rejedted  voters  had  not  applied  in 
the  proper  manner,  and  according  to  the  efta- 
bUihed  ufage,  to  be  admitted  to  their  freedom* 

But  it  cs^me  out,  from  the  evidence^  that  the 
mode  of  their  application  was  regular^ 

They  then  contended,  That,  as  the  title  pf 
thole  men  to  their  freedom  was  in  fufpenfe,  and 
under  litigation  in  Weftminfter-hall,  when  their 
votes  were  reje&ed,  they  could  not  be  of  any 
avail  as  to  this  eledtion;  for  that  in  inftancet 
where  the  votes  pf  men,  who  had  applied  for 
their  freedom  and  were  r^fufed,  and  have  been 
allowed,  on  proving  their  titles,  the  cafe  had 
been  always  fuch  as  to  fatisfy  the  committee,  or 
the  houfe,  that  there  was  no  juft  ground  for  re* 
fufing  them,  and  that  it  was  done  by  concert 
with  ^  candidate^  and  in  order  to  a|R:<3:  the  e]ec« 
lion, 

Thi 
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The  committee  however,  on  the  (amc  day, 
(Wcdnefday  the  8th  of  March)  informed  th« 
houfe^  by  their  chairman,  that  they'  had  deter« 
mined,  that  William  Pulteney,  Efq.  was  duly 
cle£led»  and  ought  to  have  been  returned. 

Ancient  State.  Shrewfbury,  or  Shrowfbury, 
receives  its  name  from  the  ancient  Saxon 
Scrobbes-Byrig,  which  fignifies  the  town  en^ 
compafled  with  fhrubs,  and  was  thus  called, 
from  the  hill  upon  which  it  ftands  being  covered 
with  fmall  trees  or  fhrubs ;  and  is  ftill  called,  in 
the  ancient  Britifti  tongue,  Penguerne,  which 
fignifies  a  brow  of  alders.  This  town  is 
fuppofed  by  fome  to  have  rifcn  from  the  ruins 
of  an  ancient  Roman  city,  at  about  four  miles 
diftance,  called  Uriconium,  now  reduced  to  a 

• 

fmall  village,  known  by  the  name  of  Wroxeter, 
Under  the  Saxons  Shrewfbury  was  a  town  of 
confiderable  note.  In  the  reign  of  king  Ethel- 
red  11,  we  are  told,  that  the  Danes,  being  grown 
intolerably  infolent,  opprefTed  his  Saxon  fiibjeds, 
when  that  king  contrived  to  dcftroy  them  -S^t 
once ;  for  w  hich  purpofc  he  fent  a  commiffion  to 
all  towns  and  cities  to  fall  upon  the  Danes  on 
the  13th  of  November  1002,  which  was  exe^ 

quted 
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euted  with  great  fcvcrity.  Upon  this  the  Danes 
were  determined  to  take  their  revenge ;  and  the 
next  year  invaded  the  nation  under  king  Swain, 
killing  the  inhabitants^  and  burning  or  carrying 
away  their  goods.  King  Ethelred  happening  to 
be  in^hrewibury  when  the  Danes  landed  in  the 
Ifle  of  Wight,  and  from  thence  proceeded  to  ra- 
vage Hamplhire  and  Bcrk(hire,he  confulted  with 
his  council  about  what  was  bed  to  be  done, 
when  he  was  advifed  to  purchafe  a  peace,  with 

*  •  ■ 

thirty  thoufand  pounds  weight  of  filver.  They 
accepted  the  money,  and  departed  for  the  pre- 
fent ;  but  returned  foon  after,  and  never  were  at 
refl  till  they  had  fet  a  Danifh  king  on  the 
throne;  this  was  Canute,  the  fon  of  Swain^  juft 
mentioned. 

♦ 

At  the  time  of  the  Norman  conqueft,  Shrews- 
bury was  a  well  built,  populous  place.  There 
were  two  hundred  and  fifty-two  citizens,  twelve 
of  whom  were  bound  to  keep  guard  when  the 
kings  of  England  came  thither,  and  as  ms^ny 
were  obliged  to  attend  him  when  he  went  a  hunt- 
ing. Camden  thinks  this  cuftom  was  firft  occa- 
Honed  by  one  Edrick  Sueona,  a  Mercian  duke^ 
but  a  profligate  villain,  who,  a  little  before,  had 

3  way- 
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way-hid  and  flain  prince  Alfhclnt»  as  he  waf 
Ittinting*  At  this  time  there  was  another  cuRom, 
according  to  the  fame  author^  that  whenever  a 
widow  married^  (he  (hould  pay  the  king  twenty 
ihil  lings ;  but  thofe  women  who  had  never  been 
married  before^  were  to  pay  him  only  ten  fiiiU 
lings. 

Shrewsbury  was  given  by  the  conqueror  to 
Roger  de  Montgomery,  his  principal  captain^ 
kinfman  and  friend,  who  about  the  year 
1085,  built  a  caflle  upon  an  eminence,  for  which 
purpofe  he  pulled  down  about  fifty  houfes.  It  is 
built  on  a  rock,  on  the  neck  of  land  where  the  Se-» 
Vem  runs  on  each  fide ;  for  that  river  almoff  en* 
compafles  the  town.  It  is  very  Ilrong,  confider* 
ing  the  time  in  which  it  was  built,  and  feems  not 
to  haye  received  any  very  confiderable  damage. 
William  Fitz-AIlan  defended  this  caftle  for  the 
emprefs  Maud,  againft  king  Stephen,  who  took 
it  by  aflault.  Here  was  alfo  a  mitred  abbey, 
founded  for  the  Benedidlines,  by  the  fame  earl, 
about  the  year  1083,  to  the  honour  of  St.  Peter 
and  St.  Paul ;  and  the  church  was  dedicated  to  St. 
Gregor)-,  or,  as  others  fay,  to  St.  Giles.  He  cn- 
iiovfcd  this  abbey  with  ample  poiTeflions,  to 

which 


which  Hugh^  his  fon  and  heir»  gave  others,  with  a 
heavy  curfe  on  the  violator.  The  kings  Henry  h 
and  Stephen  added  to  thefe,  amd  confirnied  their 
former  eftates  and  pofleffions.  The  walls  are  ftill 
ftanding,  and  ihew  that  it  was  formerly  a  veiy 
handfome  ftrudhire« 

Hers  are  twelve  incorporated  trading  com- 
panics,  who  every  year,  on  the  Monday  fortnight 
after  Whitfuntide,  repair  in  their  formalities  to  a 
^ace  called  Kingland,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
town,  and  on  the  oppofite  bank  of  the  Severn, 
where  they  entertain  the  mayor  and  corporation 
in  arbors  or  bowers  eredled  for  that  purpofe, 
each  of  which  is  diftinguifhed  by  Come  motto  or 
device,  alluding  to  their  feveral  arts.  It  is  faid, 
that  king  Charles  II.  offered  to  eredt  this  town 
into  a  city,  but  that  the  townfmen  chofe  that  it 
fliould  remain  a  borough ;  for  which  they  were 
afterwards  called  the  proud  Salopians.  This 
town  gives  the  title  of  earl  to  the  &mily  of  Tal« 
bot. 

It  was  incorporated  by  kin^  Chafks  Land  feat 
to  parliament  a^  origine. 

C<MtPO* 
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BRIDGENORTH. 

Political  Character.  The  family  of  Whit- 
more,  of  Apley,  a  feat  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
this  borough,  have  reprefented  it  in  different  par- 
liaments ever  fincc  the  18th  of  James  I.  and  the 
attachment  of  the  people  to  the  prefent  repre- 
fentative  of  his  anceftors*  independence,  is  not 
diminilhed  at  this  day. 

His  intercft  with  the  dedlors  is  permanent  5 
but  it  is  neither  eftablifhed  by  undue  means,  nor 
exercifed  by  compulfory  ones.  The  town  gave 
a  proof  of  its  independence,  when  they  difplsfced 
their  old  favourite  rcprefentativc,  admiral  Pigot, 
in  1784,  for  voting  in  fupport  of  the  coalition, 
and  ele£iing  in  bis  room  a  gentleman,  whofe  po- 
litical fentiments  were  congenial  with  their 
own. 

Ancient  State.  Bridgenorth,  or  Brugmorfe, 
is  twenty  miles  fouth-eaft  of  Shrewlbury,  and,  ac- 
cording to  Camden,  ought  to  be  called  Burgmorfe, 
from  Burg  and  Morfe,  a  forcft  adjoinii^  thereto^ 
but  the  annotator  on  Camden  afierts,  that  he  i^ 

HiiftakeiH 


ftiiiUkeh^  affirming^  that  Bf^gitidtfe  Is  a  Hame  6f 
late  ufe^  it  having  been  called  Bridge,  in  ancient 
records,  and  that  north  was  given  to  it  on  ac*^ 
Count  of  fome  bridge  over  the  Severn  td  th<: 
fouth.     This  town,  which  is  fituated  twenty-oni 
miles  fouth-eaft  of  Shi-ewfburyi  is  faid  to  have 
been  built  in  thfc  year  582,  by  Ethelfleda,  queeit 
of  the  Mercians^  and  widow  of  king  Ethelred. 
It  was  afterwards  walled  round  by  Robert  de 
Belefme,  the  fori  of  Robert  de  Montgomery,  fo 
often  Itientioned,    who  likewife  adddd  to  the 
ftrength  of  the  place^  by  building  a  caftle.     De* 
pending  ort  thefe  fortifications^  he  afterwards  re- 
belled againll  Henry  I.  and  made  a  ftand  here  i 
but  was  foon  obliged  t5  make  his  efcape^  and  fly 
the  kingdom.     There  was  i\f6  a  chapel  within 
the  caftle,  which>  in  after  times  was  converted 
into  a  collegiate  church,  for  a  dean  and  fix  pre-' 
bendaries.    The  town  Ind  caftle  being  forfeited 
by  this  rebellion,  came  ihto  the  poficffion  of  the 
trown,  but  how  long  it  continued  fo  is  uncertain. 
The  caftle  is  now  demolifiiedi  and  the  foreft  of 
IVCorfe  is  a  common. 

Bridgekorth  had  feveral  privileges  granted 
it>  by  charters^  from  Henry  IL  and  king  John. 

Ee  2  The 
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The  greateft  part  of  it  Hands  upon  a  rock^  oil 
the  wcftern  bank  of  the  Severn,  which  has  here 
a  very  great  fall.  Thefe  two  parts  are  called 
the  Upper  and  Lower  towns,  which  are  fepa« 
rated  by  the  river  Severn,  but  united  by  a  (lone 
bridge  of  feven  arches,  upon  which  is  a  gate 
and  gate-houfc,  with  feveral  other  houfes. 

This  borough  fent  members  ab  origine. 

Corporation, — It  is  governed  by  two  bailiffs^ 
annually  elected  out  of  twenty-four  aldermen,  by 
a  jury  of  fourteen  men,  together  with  a  recorder, 
forty-eight  common-councilmen,  a  town-clerk, 
and  other  officers. 

Right  op  Election— In  the  burgefies  and 
freemen,  within  and  without  the  borough. 

Number  of  Voters— About  700* 
Returning  Officers— The  bailiffs. 


LUDLOW. 

Political  Character.  This  town  is  not 
under  the  abfolute  controul  of  a  patron ;  but  lord 
Clive  has  the  corporation  attached  to  him,  and 

pofleffes 
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poiTefles  an  intereft  fufficiently  powerful  to  fe- 
cure  the  ele8ion  of  one  of  its  membersj  ce« 
mented  to  that  of  Mr.  Knight>  the  other  member, 
who  originally  became  a  candidate  on  the  inde- 
pendent intereft  of  the  town,  that  they  might 
aflumethe  didatorial  influence  of  patrons;  but,  as 
the  burgefles  are  fufficiently  numerous  to  aflert 
their  own  independence,  this  place  cannot  be 
ranked  amongft  thofe  boroughs  which  are  at 
the  private  difpofal  of  an  individual* 

Ancient  State.  Ludlow,  which  is  feated  at 
the  confluence  of  the  Temd  and  Corve,  twenty- 
nine  miles  fouth  of  Shrewfl)ury,  ftands  upon  a 
hill,  commanding  an  extenfive  profpedt  of  the 
adjacent  country^,  except  towards  the  weft,  where 
the  view  is  intercepted  by  lofty  eminences.  It 
is  a  very  clean,  well  built  place,  and  is  the  refi- 
dence  of  many  people  of  rank  and  fortune. 
The  principal  ilreet  is  that  which  leads  from 
the  bridge  to  the  town-houfe,  an  elegant  ftruc- 
ture  of  hewn  ftone;  the  next  is,  that  which 
leads  to  the  horfe-courfe.  It  was  incorporated 
by  king  Edward  IV.  and  has  the  power  of  try- 
ing and  executing  criminals  diftind  from  the 
county. 
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.  The  town  n  divided  inio  four  wftrds,  «n(i 
b  encompafled  with  walls,  in  which  are  fevea 
gate«.  U  ha$  ^n  oM  caftle,  ereded  hy  Roger  de 
Montgosiery  foqn  ^fter  the  conqueft^  great  part 
of  which  ]«  in  rviins$  fomfr  apartm^nu  arej  how^ 
ever,  entire  <ind  furni(he4 ;  the  baul^ipcnts  ?^n 
very  high,  thick,  and  adorned  with  towers.  It 
has  a  neat  chapel,  in  which  are  the  coats  cf 
^rms  of  feveral  of  the  Wdfh  gentry,  a^nd  ovcv 
(he  ftable  door^  are  tfaofe  of  queen  £.li;sabeth| 
the  earl  of  Pembroke,  and  others.  The  wallai 
fdf  the  caftle  we(e  originally  a  mile  in  compafs^ 
$md  before  it  wai  a  lawn  extending  near  twq 
miies^  a  confiderable  par(  pf  ^hi^h  i:;  nqw  in^ 
dofed. 

Thb  church  is  an  ancient  venerable  edific^^  in 
the  upper  part  of  the  town.  In  the  choir,  is  ar^ 
infcription  relaiitig  to  prince  Arthur,  brother  to 
king  Henry  VI II.  whofe  boweU  were  de- 
ppfited  (hrre  In  the  fame  choir  is  a  clofet, 
cal'ed  the  Gfldt-houfe,  wljere  the  priefts  ufed  to 
keep  thg  r  confecrated  ptenfilsj  and  to  this 
ehurch  the  carl  of  Ppwis  lately  gave  a  new  or- 
^an  whjfh  coft  1909 1.     Ludlow  gives  the  title 
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of  vifcoont  to  that  nobleman,  who  has  a  feat  at 
Oakley  park,  near  the  town. 

Wheal  Robert  of  Montgomery,  the  fon  of 
Roger,  who  built  the  caft1«,  and  alfo  inclofed 
the  town  with  a  wall,  was  attainted,  Henry  L 
kept  it  in  bis  own  hands.  This  caftle  and  town 
were  afterwards  held  far  the  emprefs  Maud,  and 
bcfieged  by  king'Stephen.  During  the  fiege^ 
Henry,  the  fon  of  the  king  of  Scots,  being  vio- 
lently plucked  from  his  faddle  by  an  engine^ 
had  like  to  have  been  carried  over  the  wall  into 
the  town,  if  Stephen  in  perfon  had  not  refcued 
him.  *  After^'ards  Henry  11.  gave  the  caftle  and 
Corvefdale  to  Sir  Fylk  Fitz-Warren,  called  alfo 
de  Dinan,  from  this  town,  it  being  one  of  the  an- 
cient Britiih  names  of  Ludlow.  It  then  be- 
longed to  the  Laceys  of  IreUnd^  and  came  by  a 
female  to  Sir  Geoffrey  de  Tencyile,  f|rom  whofe 
heirs  it  defcendcd  by  a  daughter  to  the  Morti- 
mers, earls  of  March,  and  fronj  then)  came  to 
the  crown.  Edward  V.  refided  here  when  his 
father  died,  and  was  removed  from  hence  to 
London,  by  his  uncle  the  duke  pf  Glouceftcr, 
Arthur,  prince  of  Wales,  the  eldeft  fon  of 
Henry  VIL  kept  his  cpurt  at  Ludlow  caftle. 
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and  died  there.'  Ludlow  efpoufed  the  caufe  of 
Charles  I.  and  was.  one  of  the  places  that  laft 
furrendered  to  the  parliament.  Henry  VIII, 
contributed  greatly  to  its  emolument^  by  efta^ 
blifliing  in  it  the  council  of  the  Marches^  which 
confided  of  the  lord  prefident,  counfellors  at  the 
king's  pleafure,  a  fecreitary,  an  attorney^  a  foli^ 
citor^  and  four  juftices  of  fo  many  counties 
in  Wales.  This  continued  till  the  reign  of 
William  III.  who«  after  the  death  of  the  earl  of 
Macclesfield^  the  laft  lord  prefident^  changed  that 
title  into  lord  lieutenant  of  North  and  South 
Wales,  2^nd  dilTolved  the  court  entirely. 

This  town  was  incorporated  by  king  Edw.  Vh 
and  firft  fent  to  parliament  in  the  twelfth  yeay 
of  that  king's  reign. 

CoRf  ORATION.— By  charter  anno  3  Charles  I. 
coniifts  of  2  bailiffs,  20  aldermen,  and  48  con^* 
»  mon  councilnien ;  but  by  charter  of  James  II. 
it  confifts  of  2  bailiffs,  iz  a)dermen,  2^  common 
founcilmen,  a  recorder,  town  clerk,  ftewarcl, 
chamberlainji  and  other  officers,  under  which  \t 
now  a0s, 

RWHx 
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Right  OF  Election, — 1661,  26  February,  Ii 
in  all  the  refident  common  burgeCes^  as  well  ac 
the  twelve  and  twenty-five, 

1690,  22  December.  The  new  charter,  grant- 
ed to  the  town  of  Ludlow  by  the  late  king 
James,  whereby  the  ancient  method  of  elcfting 
burgefles  for  parliament  is  altered,  is  illegal  ^nd 

void* 

1698,  t  March.  The  fons  of  burgefles  of 
Ludlow,  and  thofe  that  marry  the  daughters  of 
burgefles,  have  a  right  to  be  made  burgefles  of 
the  faid  borough. 

Every  perfon  having  a  right  to  be  made  a 
burgefs  of  the  borough  of  Ludlow,  ought  to  de- 
mand fuch  his  right  by  petition,  figned  by  the 
petitioner,  according  to  the  bye-law  made  in  the 
year  i6^j,  and  not  otherwife. 

Number  op  voters— Nearly  500. 
Returning  officers— The  two  bailifis. 
Patron— Lord  dive,  partially. 

WENLOCK. 
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WSNLOCK. 

PoLiTiCAt  Character.  This  town  is  alfo 
iralled  Much-Wenlock ;  but  from  its  being  an 
ilUbuilt  dirty  little  place,  confifting  only  of  twp 
ordinary  i^reets^  it  is  called  Afi/ci-Wenlock  by 
way  of  derifipn. 

The  villages  of  Little  Wenlock  and  BrafeJy 
are  within  the  limits  of  this  borough,  the  whole 
of  which  are  the  property  of  Sir  Henry  Bridge- 
xnan>  Bart,  and  Mr.  Forrefter,  the  prefent  mem- 
bers. The  advowfon  of  the  living  belongs  to 
Sir  Watkin  Williams  Wynne. 

This  infigniRcant  borough  is  the  firft  that 
ever  fent  members  to  parliament,  by  virtue  pf  a 
charter  from  the  crown,  which  was  granted  by 
king  Edward  IV.  29th  November,  1478,  who, 
by  his  authority,  delegated  to  them  the  power . 
pf  fending  on^  member  to  parliament. 

This  monarch  was  feated  upon  a  throne,  tot- 
tering with  the  uncertainty  of  its  pofFeffor,  who 
had  been  obliged,  in  his  paflage  to  it,  to  wade 
dirpi)^  a  fi^a  of  blood.    An  a£l  committed  ia 

that 
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tba(  d^y  of  danger  and  perplexity^  could  not  be 
^  precedent  fufficiently  refpefiable^  to  veft  future; 
kings  with  an  authority  to  grant  the  fame  privi- 

* 

Icg^^j  when  and  where  it  fhould  feem  expedient 
tQ  thenn^  and  particularly  when  no  fuch  power 
was  committed  to  them  by  the  conftitution  of  tbi^ 
country.  The  aft  of  union  haying  limited  the  ' 
number  of  members  of  parliament  for  England 
to  five  hundred  and  thirteen^  and  that  of  Scot- 
land to  forty-fivCi  has  now  prevented  the  future 
^xercife  of  this  extraordinary  prerogative. 

Ancient  State.  Wenlock,  which  is  fo  cal- 
led to  diflinguilh  it  from  a  village  in  its  neigh- 
bourhoodi  known  by  the  name  of  Little  Wen- 
lock,  is  a  borough  town,  which,  with  Brafeley 
^nd  Little  Wenlock,  fends  two  members  to  par- 
liament. In  the  reigp  of  Richard  IL  it  was  ai 
famous  for  a  copper  mine  as  it  is  now  for  quar-p 
jies  of  limeftpne.  It  has  a  church,  of  which  Sur 
Watkin  Williams  Wynne  is  patron. 


This  town  was  imprivileged  by  Henry  IV. 
by  charter,  dated  November  agtb,  1478,  to 
f^f)d  o^e  burgefs  to  parliament,  wbich  is  the  firft 

preeedenr 
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precedent  met  with  infcrted  in  the  charter  of  any 

f 

borough. 

Corporation.  By  charter,  anno  7  Char.  I. 
confifts  of  a  bailiff,  recorder,  two  other  juftices, 
and  twelve  bailiff  peers,  or  capital  burgeffes. 

Right  of  Election — In  the  burgeffes. 

JJUMBER  OF  VOTERS— About  lOO. 

Returning  officer — The  Bailiff. 
Patrons — Sir   Henry  Bridgman,  Bart,  anc} 
Cecil  Forreftcr,  Ef(j, 


BISHOPS  CASTLE. 

Political  Character.  This  borough  is  en- 
tirely under  the  diredHon  of  lord  Clive,  who  is 
proprietor  of  the  greateft  part  of  it.  The  right 
of  voting  is  in  the  burgeffes  who  are  inhabit 
tants. 

.  Wenlock  and  this  are  the  only  two  places 
which  come  under  the  defcription  of  proprietory 
boroughs  in  this  county ;  the  number  of  vot- 
ers not  exceeding  one  hundred  in  either.     The 

rights 
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tights  are  nearly  the  fame  in  each,  only  that  re- 
fidence  is  not  a  requiiite  qualification  in  a  bur* 
gcfs  of  Wcnlock. 

Ancient  State.     Bilhop's  Callle,  which  is 
/  feated  in  the  road  from  Ludlow  to  Montgomery, 

is  an  ancient  borough,  and  took  its  name  from 
having  formerly  belonged  to  the  bilhops  of  Here- 
ford, who  had  probably  a  feat  here ;  and,  though 
not  a  large  place,  enjoys  feveral  privileges. 

It  was  taken  from  the  fee  of  Hereford  by 
queen  Elizabeth,  and  incorporated  by  her  in  the 
fifteenth  year  of  her  reign,  and  called  up  to 
return  members  to  her  next  parliament,  anno 
regni  27. 

Corporation — Confifts  of  a  bailiff,  recorder, 
and  fifteen  aldermen,  out  of  whom  the  bailiff  is 
annually  chofen,  and  is  juftice  of  the  peace  and 
quorum  for  that  and  the  enfuingyear.- 

Right  of  election— In  the  bailiff  and  all  the 
burgeffes  within  the  faid  borough. 

Number  of  voters — About  50. 
Returning  officer — The  bailiff. 
Patron— Lord  Clive. 

SOMER- 
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SOMERSETSHIRE. 

POLITICAI  ChAHAGTBR* 

A  HE  freeholders  of  this  county  have,  iti  ihtit 
political  charadler  of  cleding  their  reprefenia* 
lives,  held  out  to  all  the  people  of  Ertgland  art 
example  the  moft  worthy  of  their  imitation.  At  a 
county  meeting,  convened  for  the  purpofe  of  no* 
minating  the  members,  previous  to  the  day  of 
tledlion,  they  refolved»  and  agreed  unanimouflyi 
not  to  give  their  votes  either  td  the  brother  or 
fon  of  a  peer  of  the  realm,  nor  to  any  candidate 
fupported  by  fuch  an  irttereft.  By  this  condudt 
they  have  manifefted  their  knowledge  of  the  con- 
llitution  of  their  country,  and  their  zeal  for  it» 
profperity,  in  keeping  the  democratic  part  inde- 
pendent of,  and  unmixed^  as  it  certainly  ought 
to  be,  with  the  ariftocratic.  If  this  dodtrine  waa 
univerfally  underftood,  and  generally  praftifedi 
our  reprefentatives  would  be  eleftcd  by^  and  out 
of,  ourfelves,  who  are  better  acquainted  with  our 
own  interefts,  and  neceflarily  more  anxious  to  pro-^ 

mote 


SeilEftSBTSHfRS*  43! 

Moce  it)  than  thoffe  who  are  conftitutionally  k^ 
parated  from  us^  and  who,  from  that  and  other 
cifcumilances,  confider  the  people  as  an  order  of 
beings  diftind  from  themfeives^  ^d  value 
them  only  in  proportion  as  they  are  fcrviceable 
or  infimniental  to  their  own  confequence^  prid^ 
and  ambition. 

Ancient  State.  Somerfetfliire,  is  fo  called, 
from  the  town  of  Somerton,  which  was  formerly 
the  chief  town  in  the  county ;  whence  it  has  been 
called,  by  fome  authors,  the  county  of  Somerton« 
It  may  properly  be  confidered  as  a  maritime 
county,  it  being  waflied  on  the  north-weft  by 
Briflol  channel.  It  is  of  confiderable  extent, 
being  fixty  miles  in  length,  fifty  in  breadth,  and 
two  hundred  miles  in  circumference. 

Camden,  in  his  Britannisi,  places  thisxounty 
in  the  territory  inhabited  by  the  Belgae.  How- 
ever Tacitus,  when  he  relates  the  vidlories  of 
Oftorius,  mentions  the  Iccni  and  Cangi,  as  con- 
quered by  him ;  and  the  latter,  he  fays,  dwelt 
hereabouts,  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  Irifli  fea. 
Hence  Camden  conjedhires,  that  the  Cangi,  be- 
ing a  fmall  people,  might  be  comprehended  under 
the  Belgse;  but  Dr«  Tanner,  chancellor  of  Nor- 
wich, 


wich^  who  has  with  great  induftiy  fearthed  ihto 
the  antiquities  of  thefe  parts,  is  of  opinion,  th&t 
all  the  northern  part  of  Wiltftiire  may  be  allowed 
to  have  been  the  habitations  of  the  Cangi,  he^ 
caufe  the  whole  courfe  of  Oftorius's  march  feems 
to  be  a  proof,  that  the  Cangi  lived  in  this  part  of 
the  ifland;  for  when  that  general  had  vanquiihed 
them,  and  fettled  a  colony  at  Camelodunum,  that 
is  Camelet,  in  this  county,  he  marched  to  fubdue 
the  Silurcs,  or  the  inhabitants  of  South  Wales, 
and  from  thence  went  to  the  Ordoyices,  or  thofc 
of  North  Wales.  Now  as  this  might  be  done 
without  harafling  his  foldiers,  it  is  not  to  be  fup-« 
pofcd  that  he  marched  any  other  way  thither. 
Befides,  Lipfius  conjedures,  that  inftcad  of  the 
Ceni  Magni  of  Caefar,  we  ought  to  read  Iceni 
Cangi;  and  if  this  be  allowed,  the  Iceni  and 
Cangi  muft  be  placed  in  thefouth  parts  of  Bri- 
tain, and  the  Cangi,  in  all  probability  will  fall  to 
the  lot  of  Somerfetlhire  and  the  north  of  Wilt- 
(hire.  Befides,  the  Briftol  channel  may  probably 
be  the  fea  which,  Tacitus  tells  us,  looks  towards 
Ireland,  near  which  the  Cangi  lived.  Likewife 
the  Avon,  called  Antona  by  Tacitus,  on  which 
Oftorius  had,  before  the  rebellion  of  the  Britons, 
crefted  feveral  garrifons,  will  \cry  well  anfwcr. 
the  river  Tacitus  fpeaks  of. 

There 
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^H£R£  is  but  one  Roman  (larion  in  thiscouitty^ 
taken  notice  of  by  Antoninus  in  his  Itineraryi 
and  this  he  calls  Equae  Solis,  which  is  the  fame 
iis  Bath ;  but  there  were  other  Roman  fortreflesi 
and  dne  city  mentioned  by  Ptolemy^  named  IC- 
chalis.  As  for  the, Roman  roads  in  this  county^ 
the  Foile  is  the  chief,  if  not  the  only  one.  It 
pailes  from  Salfleet  to  Lincolnfliire,  through 
Nottinghamftiirej  Leicefterihire,  Warwickfliire, 
and  Gloucefterlhire>  to  Bath,  from  whence  it 
pafles  to  Ilch^lter,  and  preferves  its  name  in  the 
neighbourhood.  Dr.  Stukeley  is  convinced,  that 
the  pavement  of  black  ttronc  laid  edge- way,  fouth 
of  this  place,  towards  Dorfetfliire,  is  the  work  of 
the  Romans,  and  in  its  origiivil  form^ 

Under  the  Weft-Saxon  kings,  this  county  was 
fubjedt  to  certain  carls,  who  had  the  power  of  de-* 
termining  all  controverfies  of  right  and  wrong, 
and  the  puniftiing  malefaflors  within  their  jurifl 
didion  s  but  we  find  nothing  remarkable  in  hif.. 
tory  concerning  them,  till  William  the  Conque- 
ror deprived  the  Saxon  nobility  of  their  honours 
and  eftates,  placing  Normans  in  their  room. 
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Somersetshire  is  remarkable  ibr  having  two 
of  the  mod  cdebraced  mineral  waters  in  the 
kingdom ;  which  are,  thofe  of  Bath  and  Briftol, 
beiides  others  of  different  kinds. 

This  county,  ^hich  is  (bated  in  the  province 
of  Canterbury,  and  diocefe  of  Bath  and  Wells,  is 
divided  into  forty-two  hundreds,  containing  three 
cities,  thirty«-twp  market  towns,  and  three  hun- 
dred and  eighty-five  parishes.  It  ftnds  eighteen 
members  to  parliament,  viz.  two  knights  of  the 
ihire  for  the  county,  two  citizens  for  each  of 
the  cities  of  Briftol,  Bath»  and  Wells,  and  two 
buigeifes  for  each  of  the  followii^  boroughs,  viz. 
Taunton,  Ilchefter^  Miiboume-port,  and  Mine* 
head. 


BRISTOL  CITY. 

Political  Character.  This  city  was  for- 
merly conlidered  a  part  of  Gk)ucefterlhire.  The 
return  of  its  members  to  ferve  in  parliament  was 
made  by  the  ftierifF  of  that  county  ^  but  after- 
wards, to  dignify  the  county  of  Somerfet  with 
three  cities,  it  was  placed  there  before  Bath  and 

Wells, 
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Wells,  as  the  firft  of  three.  In  the  47  th  of  Ed- 
ward III.  it  was  difTevered  from  Gloucefter  and 
Somerfet,  and  made  a  county  of  itfelf.  This 
city  is  certainly  the  fecond  in  England,  with  re«. 
TpeQ  to  the  number  and  riches  of  its  merchants. 
It  is  entirely  free  from  ariflocratic  and  miQifte* 
rial  con^roul ;  but  it  is  at  prefent  reprefented  by 
a  coalition  formed  by  the  leaders  of  the  two  con^ 
tending  parties.  One  of  its  reprefentatives  votes 
uniformly  wi|th  adminiftration,  and  the  other 
with  oppoiitioti';  fo  that  the  fix  thoufand  perfbns* 
to  whom  the  right  of  eledion  is  fuppolibd  to  be 
confined,  have  virtually  no  reprefentation  at  all. 

Ancient  Statp.  Briflol,  called  by  the  Sax- 
ons Brightflow,  which  (igniiies  a  celebrated 
place,  is  called  in  the  catalogue  of  ancient  cities 
Caer-Brito,  and  by  the  Britons  Cacr-Oder-Nant- 
Vadon,  that  is,  the  city  of  Odcra  in  Badon  valley. 
It  is  feated  between  the  Avon,  and  the  little  river 
Frome,  a  hundred  and  feven  miles  fouth  of 
Shrewfbury.  The  time  in  which  this  city  was 
built  is  uncertain,  it  not  being  mentioned  by  any 
of  our  hiilorians  that  treat  of  the  Daniib  wars. 
Camden  is  of  opinion,  it  was  firft  built  about  the 
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declenfidn  of  the  Saxon  government,  becaufe  ^i 
do  not  find  it  taken  notice  of  before  the  year  io63» 
at  which  time  king  Harold  fet  fail  for  Briftol,  to 
invade  Wales.  When  Jeffrey,  biftiopof  Con- 
llance,  raif(^d  a  rebellion  againft  William  RuUxs, 
he  chofe  this  city  for  the  feat  of  war,  and  forti- 
fied it  with  an  inner  wall,  which  is  fuppofed  in 
part  to  continue  to  this  daiy.  Robert,  the  natural 
fon  of  Hen.  I.  and  brother  to  the  emprefs  Ma^ 
tilda,  poilefled  himfelf  of  this  city  upon  her  ac- 
count, and  having  (trengthened  it  with  a  caftle, 
garrifbned  it  againft  king  Stephen.  The  emprefs^ 
on  making  her  efcape  from  the  fiege  of  Arundel 
caftle,  fled  hither,  and  was  followed  by  king  Ste- 
phen ;  when  hearing  of  his  approach,  (he  fled  to 
Gloucefter,  and  then  to  Lmcoln.  Stephen  pur- 
fued  her ;  but  their  armies  joining  battle,  he  was 
vanquiihed,  and  taken  prifoner ;  on  which  the 
emprefs  ordered  him  to  be  conveyed  to  the  citjr 
of  Briftol,  and  there  confined.  His  queen 
did  all  in  her  power  to  procure  his  releafe,  but 
without  efFeft.  Upon  which  (he  affembled  all  the 
forces  Ihe  was  able  to  procure,  and  having  Ro- 
bert, earl  of  Gloucefter,  the  queen's  brother,  in 
her  power,  refolved  to  treat  him  with  a$  much  fe* 

verily 
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verity  as  the  emprefs  had  done  the  king,  which 
had  a  good  effeA ;  for  by  this  means  (he  obtained 
the  king's  liberty. 

On  the  26th  of  February  1574,  there  happen- 
ed in  this  city  an  earthquake,  which  caufed  the  in- 
^  habitants  to  fly  from  their  houfes.     Many  chim- 

nies  were   thrown  down,  and  the   difhes  and' 

books  fell  from  the  (helves. 

In  the  civil  wars  it  fufFcred  greatly,  and  under- 
went many  changes,  it  being  alternately  poflelied 
by  both  parties. 

The  tradefmcn  of  this  city  are  incorporated 
into  feveral  companies,  each  of  which  has  a 
hall,  or  a  large  room  hired  for  their  meeting ;  and 
by  a  charter  of  queen  Elizabeth,  every  man  that 
marries  the  daughter  of  a  citizen  of  Br  idol  be- 
comes free  of  the  city.  Here  is  a  Guildhall,  in 
which  are  held  the  aflizes  and  feflions,  with  the 
mayor's  and  (heriffs  courts ;  an(l  adjoining  to  it 
is  ^  fpacious  lofty  room,  called  St.  George's  Cha* 
pel,  in  which  the  mayor  and  (heriffs  are  annually 
chofen*  Here  is  alfo  a  large  council-rpomi  in 
vhich    the  mayor  and  fome  of  the  aldermen 

meet 
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medt  every  day^  except  Sundays,  for  the  adminU 
itration  of  juftice.  The  Rojral  Exchange  is  a  fine 
flrudlure,  built  in  the  manner  of  that  at  London, 
and  is  about  two-thirds  as  large.  It  is  all  of  frce-^^ 
ftone,  and  the  ground  upon  which  it  (lands,  cod 
the  chamber  of  the  city  20,000 1.  It  has  four 
entrances  to  the  fquare  within,  and  above  are 
rooms  for  (hops.  Behind  the  building  is  an  ex- 
tenfi ve  piece  of  ground  laid  out  for  the  markets. 
In  Wine-ftreet  is  a  large  ftrudture,  called  the 
Corn-market ;  adjoining  to  which  is  a  guard- 
*  room,  with  barracks  for  foldiers. 

This  place,  which  was  made  a  mayor  town  at 
the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Hen.  III.  was,  an- 
tio  47  Edw.  Iti.  diflevered  from  the  counties  of 
Gloocefter  and  Somerfet,  and  made  a  county  of 
itfelf.  It  was  alfo,  anno  1452,34  Hen.  VlII, 
made  a  bifliop's  fee  and  city. 

It  fent  to  parliament  ah  origine. 

CokpORATioN.  Confifts  of  a  mayor,  recorder, 
eleven  aldenfieh,  two  fherilfs,  and  forty-cight 
common-coi^ncirmcn . 
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Right  op  Election— In  the  freeholders^  hav- 
ing freeholds  of  forty  (hillings  a  year,  and  the 
free  bargefles. 

NuMBKR  OF  VOTERS — Near  6000. 
Returning  Officers— The  ftieriffs. 

BATH. 

Political  Character.  This  city,  which  is 
the  moft  elegant,  and  one  of  the  firft  with  refpeft 
to  population  in  the  kingdom,  is  under  the  fame 
political  exclufion,  as  the  inhabitants  of  Shore- 
ham  and  Cricklade,  who  have  been  convidled  of 
the  grofleft  venality,  corruption,  and  bribery  ;]  a 
crime,  which  the  late  Sir  John  Cuft,  when  fpeaker 
pf  the  houfe  of  commons,  in  reprimanding  the 
mayor  and  aldermen  of  Oxford,  calls  the  moft 
enormous  that  men  can  well  commit.  The  pu- 
nifhment  inflicfled  by  the  houfe  of  commons  on 
fuch  as  they  h^ve  deemed  it  expedient  to  make 
examples  of  their  juftice,  has  been  difqualification 
from  voting  in  the  eleilion  of  members  of  parliament. 
All  the  inhabitants  of  Bath,  the  corporation  only 
excepted,  are  exadly  in  the  fame  fituation,  with 
only  the  mental  confolation,  of  not  having  com- 
mitted a  fimilar  offence  againft  the  liberty  of 
iheir  country  to  deferve  it. 

«  The 
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The  reprcfentation  of  this  city  is  as  complete 
a  political  farce  as  that  of  Old  Sarum  ;  for  if 
thirty-two  individuals  are  to  cleft  two  reprefcn- 
tatives  for  the  people  of  England,  it  is  of  very  little 
confequenc^  whether  they  are  chofen  by  that 
number  of  burgage-holders,  or  by  the  fame  num-i 
her  of  aldermen  and  copimon-counciL  We, 
however  truft,  that  we  may  hail  them  with  the 
profpedt  of  a  fpeedy  reform,  which  will  reftore  men 
to  their  rights,  and  the  nation  %q  its  true  dignity 
and  independence. 

The  corporation  of  this  c}ty  arc  not  qf  th^ 
degraded  defcription,  who  put  their  fuffrages  to 
public  fale»  or  fubmit  to  the  domineering  ipfo-? 
lence  of  a  powerful  indivicJuaU  They  have 
xnanifefted  an  honourable  attachment  to  the  ex- 
alted virtues  of  their  venerable  reeorderj  earl 
Camden^  and  to  the  convivial  hofpitalities  of 
their  oppulent  neighbour,  the  marquis  of  Bath^ 
whofe  fons  are  their  prefent  reprefentatives. 

Ancient  State.  Bath,  which  is  a  bifliop'^ 
fee,  united  to  that  of  Wells,  is  one  of  the  moft 
celebrated  cities  in  England,  and  of  very  great 
antiquity,  it  being  the  Aquae  Solis,  or  Waters  of 

the 
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the  Sun  of  Antoninus.  Upon  the  fpot  \vheFO 
the  cathedral  now  ftands^  a  temple  is  faid  tohavq 
been  formerly  dedicated  to  Minerva,  who  was 
file  titular  deity  of  thefe  fprings^  from  thence 
the  ancient  Briton^  gave  this  city  the  name  of 
Caer  Pallader,  or  the  city  oF  the  Waters  of  Pal^ 
las.  It  is  feated  in  a  great  valley  among  hills^ 
which  encircle  it  in  the  form  of  an  amphichea- 
tre ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  the  Romans  were 
induced  to  fix  a  fiation  here,  on  account  of  its 
admirable  hot  fprings,  which  had  even  then 
been  long  famous  for  curing  a  great  number  of 
difeafes.  Jt  is  not  known  by  whom  this  city  was 
originally  founded.  Some  legendary  writers  af- 
crihe  it  to  king  Bladen,  who  lived  long  before 
the  birth  of  our  Saviour,  and  confequently  be- 
fore the  coming  of  the  Romans;  but  who  he  was 
is  as  much  unknown  $  indeed  it  is  queftioned  if 
ever  there  was  any  fach  king,  though  ftatues 
have  been  erefled  to  him  in  feveral  parts  of  the 
city.  Bath  was  at  length  called  by  the  Saxons 
Acmannefceafter,  which  (i|rnifies  the  city  of  Va- 
letudinarians ;  and  upon  Landfdown^hill,  near 
this  city,  are  ftill  to  be  feen  the  remains  of  a  for-' 
tification,  thought  to  have  been  thrown  up  by 
the  Saxons,  iq  the  year  520^  when  they  defend-r 

cd 
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ed  themfelves  againft  the  vi£toriotis  king  Arthur. 
In  the  year  577,  Ceawlin,  king  of  the  Weft- 
Saxons,  drove  the  Britons  out  of  feveral  cities^ 
and  at  length  came  to  Bath,  and  forced  that  city 
to  fubmit  to  his  power.  In  the  year  676,  Ofric, 
a  petty  king,  built  a  nunnery  here,  and  Toon af-- 
ter^  when  this  city  fell  into  the  hands  oft  he 
Mercians,  king  OiFa  built  a  church,  to  which 
king  Edgar,  on  account  of  his  being  crowned  in 
ii,  granted  feveral  immunities.  They  were  both, 
however,  deftroyed  in  the  Daniffi  wars ;  but  when 
peace  was  reftored,  this  city  recovered  itfelf  by 
degrees,  and  Elphege,  archbiihopof  Caiiterbu-- 
ry,  in  the  year  1010,  built  the  inhabitants  a  new 
church.  In  the  reign  of  William  Rufus,  a  body 
of  rebels  marched  to  this  city,  which  they  plun- 
dered and  burnt ;  yet,  in  a  fhort  time,  the  in- 
habitants, by  the  afliftance  of  thebifhop  of  Wells» 
bought  this  city  for  five  hundred  pounds  weight  of 
filver ;  and  the  bifhop  tranflating  his  fee  hither^ 
built  a  new  cathedral.  But  at  length  it  beco^n- 
ing  ruinous,  Oliver  King,  bifhop  of  Bath,  laid 
the  foundation  of  another ;  but  did  not  live  to 
fee  it  completed. 

The  city  is  encompafled  by  a  wall,  which, 
though  flight,  and  almoil  entire,  is  fuppofed  to 

have 
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have  been  the  work  of  the  Romans,  except 
the  upper  part,  which  feems  to  have  been  repair^ 
ed  with  the  ruins  of  Roman  buildings  5  for  in 
fome  places  the  loop-holes  are  left,  and  there 
are  many  Roman  infcriptions,  fome  of  which 
are  fawn  acrofs  to  fit  the  place  the  ftone  was  to 
fill ;  likewife  fome  of  the  letters  are  towards  the 
city,  and  others  on  the  outfide;  moftofthofe 
mentioned  by  Camden,  and  other  authors,  are 
AiU  left,  though  they  are  not  eafy  to  be  read* 
The  walls  are  fomewhat  in  the  form  of  a  penta* 
gon,  and  inclofe  but  a  fmall  cbmpafs  of  ground: 
in  thefe  walls  were  four  gates  and  a  poftern, 
which  were  all  of  them  lately  demoliffied  and  ta- 
ken away. 

This  city  fent  to  parliament  ab  origim. 

Corporation. — Confifts  of  a  mayor,  nine  aU 
dermen,  a  recorder,  two  baililFs,  and  twenty 
common-gDuncilmen. 

Right  of  Election.  1706,  26th  January. 
In  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  common-council- 
men  only. 

Number  of  voters — 32. 

Patrons — Marquis  of  Bath,  and  earl  Camden. 
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PoLiTicAt  Charactfr.  Thc  influence  prc-» 
vailing  in  this  city,  is  that  of  Clement  Tudway, 
Efq.  one  of  its  prcfent  reprefcntatives.  This 
gentleman  has  a  fufficient  intercft  always  to  pro- 
cure a  return  for  himfelf  without  expence ;  and  the 
corporation,  &c.  compliment  fome  particular 
friend,  or  neighbouring  gentleman  with  thc 
other  feat.  There  have  been  fevenil  rcfolutions 
of  thchoufeof  commons  refpcding  the  right  of 
rIe3ion  in  this  city. 

In  one  refolution,  it  is  agreed  to  be  in  the 
mayor,  mafters,  and  burgeffes,  and  in  fuch  per^ 
fons  as  arc«  by  confent  of  the  mayor,  admitted  to 
their  freedom  ;  this  would  have  left  the  ele(ftion 
of  members,  in  a  great  mcafure,  in  the  corpora- 
tion; as  the  mayor,  with  fuch  a  difcretionary 
power,  would  admit  only  thofe  that  were  of  his 
pwn  party  j  the  laft  refolution  has,  however,  de- 
termined it  to  be  in  the  mayor,  matters,  burgef- 
fes, and  freemen,  without  the  word  confent  being 
included  in  it„ 


Wells  city.  4.{j^ 

Ancient  State.  Wells  received  its  name 
from  the  many  fprings  or  wells  in  the  town  and 
its  neighbourhood.  It  is  firuated  to  the  fouth  of 
Briflol>  and  is  a  fmall,  but  clean  place,  at  the 
bottom  of  Mendip-hills.  This  town  was  de- 
ftroyed  by  the  Danes,  but  afterwards  recovered 
itfelf  It  was  ere&ed  into  an  epifcopal  fee  in  the 
year  605  ;  but  John  de  Billula,  the  lixteenth  bi-^ 
ihop,  transferred  this  fee  to  Bath,  and  renounced 
the  title  of  bilhop  of  Wells ;  after  which,  hot  dis- 
putes arofe  between  the  churches  of  Bath  and 
Wdls,  concerning  the  election  of  a  biftiop ;  but 
they  were  compromifed  about  the  year  1133,  bjr 
bifhop  Robert ;  and  it  was  fettled,  that  whenever 
the  fee  became  vacant,  the  bifhop  (hould  be  elec-i 
ted  by  the  canons  both  of  Bath  and  Wells ; 
but  that  the  precedency  in  (tyle  fhould  be  given 
CO  Bath,  and  that  he  fhould  be  inflalled  in  both 
churches.  It  was  afterwards  determined,  that 
both  churches  fhould  make  one  full  chapter  for 
the  bifhop. 

Wells  was  firfl  made  a  free  borough  in 
Che  reign  of  Hen.  11.  by  the  interefl  of  Fit»- 
Joceline,  its  bifhop.  It  afterwards  received  a 
charter  from  king  John,  by  which  it  was  made  a 
market-town,  and  was  raifed  into  a  city  by  queen 
3  '       Eliza- 
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Elizabeth.  In  1738,  a  dreadful  fire  broke  bur, 
which  confumed  above  a  hundred  dwelling- 
houies,  in  fix  hours  time ;  fo  that  very- few  had 
time  to  fave  their  goods. 

This  is  a  very  neat  city,  confiding  of  broad 
ftreets  with  handfome  buildings.  It  has  a  cathe- 
dral, and  only  one  parifti  church.  The  cathedral 
is  faid  to  have  been  firil  built  by  king  Ina,  about 
the  year.704,  but  was  afterwards  fo  efFedhially  re- 
paired by  bifiiop  Fitz-Joceline,  that  it  was  confi- 
dered  as  a  new  work.  The  front,  which  has  been 
built  upwards  of  five  hundred  years,  is  admired 
for  its  imageiy  and  carved  work  in  ilone,  and 
particularly  for  a  window  moft  curioufly  painted. 
Adjoining  to  the  church  are  fpacious  cloyfters, 
and  a  chapter-houfe  of  a  circular  form,  fuj^rt- 
ed  by  one  pillar  in  the  middle. 

This  city  fcnt  to  parliament  ab  otigine. 

Corporation.  By  charter,  anno  16  Eliz.  it 
confifts  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  feven  maflers,  and 
iixteen  common-councilmen. 

RiOHT  OF  Election— 1695,  18  Feb.     Is  only 
in  jhe  mayor>  matters^  and  burgeflcs  of  the  faid 
4  city;. 
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city,,  and  in  (uch  perfons,  as  are  (by  confent  of 
the  mayor  and  common-co jncil  of  the  faid  city) 
admitted  to  their  freedom  in  any  of  the  fevea 
trading  companies  of  the  faid  city,  on  account 
of  birth,  fervitude,  or  marriage. 

1723,  May  2.  T  Is  in  the  mayor,  mallen^ 
1729,  Apr.  18.  J  burgeffes,  and  freeipen  of 
the  faid  city,  who  are  admitted  to  their  freedom 
in  any  of  the  feven  companies  within  the  faid 
city,  being  thereunto  entitled  by  birth,  fervitude, 
or  marriage. 

Number  of  Voters — About  500. 
Returning  officer — The  Mayor. 
Patron — Clement  Tudway,  Efq.  partially. 


TAUNTON. 

Political  Character.  The  borough  of 
Taunton  does  not  con^rehend  the  whole  of  the 
town  of  that  name,  only  part  of  the  parifh  of  St. 
Mary  Magdalen  being  within  its  limits.  The 
right  of  eledlion,  according  to  the  laft  rcfolution 
of  the  houfe  of  commons,  is  in  the  inhabitants^ 
fouwallers^  not  receiving  alms  or  charity.     This 

quail- 
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qualification  is  defined  to  mean^  all  the  refidciif 
tnale  inhabitants^  who  have  obtained  a  parochial 
fetclement^  whether  they  are  occupiers  of  a  houfe^ 
or  lodgers ;  and  gives  occafion  to  fuch'innumerable 
objections  at  an  ele£lion^as  to  leave  in  the  return^ 
ing  officer,  who  is  umpire  between  the  parties^ 
the  power  of  deciding  in  favflur  of  whichever  he 
pleafes. 

A  PAROCHIAL  fettlement  being  acquired,  ancl 
forfeited  by  fuch  a  variety  of  legal  methods,  wit- 
nefles  to  qualify  and  difqualify  every  peifon  vo^ 
ting  under  that  claim,  are  producedj  and  a  deci^ 
fion  is  made  in  a  court  which  has  no  authority^ 
and  before  a  returning  officer  who  has  not  a  pow- 
er  to  examine  on  oath.  The  miniflerial  duties 
of  his  office,  are  thereby  exercifed  judicially,  and 
he  admits  or  rejedls  votes  at  his  own  difcretion« 

The  want  of  an  univerfally  eflablifhcd  right 
of  eledion,  muft  ever  be  productive  of  thefe  im- 
perfcdlions  in  a  popular  inflitution  s  exclufive 
rights,  and  local  qualifications,  have  etrer  been 
the  caufe  of  difpute  and  litigation,  of  which  the 
numerous  petitions  from  the  corporation  and 
bui^ge^tenure  boroughs,  bear  a  difgraceful  teC* 

timony  i 
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timony:  even  the  peerage  of  Scotland,  where 
the  elediion  is  veiled  in  not  more  than  eighty  in« 
dividuals,  is  expofed  to  the  fame  inconvenience* 
Two  years  out  of  the  feven  for  which  they  arc 
eledted,  are  now  nearly  elapfed^  and  yet  only  thir- 
teen out  of  fixtccn,  which  is  the  number  of  their, 
reprcfentatives,  can  take  their  feats  in  the  houfe 
of  lords,  owing  to  the  length  of  time  occupied 
in  the  inveftigation  of  partial  rights ;  and  a  com-* 
niittee  of  the  houfe  of  commons  is  fometimes 
engaged  ten  tinies  as  long  in  afcertaining  the 
right  of  franchife  in  a  rotten  borough,  as  they 
would  be  in  digefting  and  cftabliftiing  a  form  for 
a  fair,  equal,  and  univcrfal  reprefentation  of  the 
people. 

The  influence  of  this  borough  is  at  prefent 
difputed  between  Sir  Benjamin  Hamet,  one  of 
its  members,  and  Mr.  Morland,  the  banker. 
The  corporation,  which,  according  to  its  charter, 
fhould  confift  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  two  alder- 
men, and  twenty  common-council,  has  at  pre- 
fent twelve  vacancies  ;  but,  as  a  majority  of  thofe 
which  remain  are  in  the  intereft  of  Mr.  Mor- 
land, it  is  probable  they  will  foon  be  filled  with 
that  gentleman's  friends. 

Vol.  II.  Gg  Sir 
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Sir  Benjamin  Hamet  has  founded  a  veiy 
powerful  intereft  in  this  place»  by  building  a  new 
fi:reet»  and  purchafing  the  cafile  in  which  the 
county  afllzes  are  held.  The  latter  will  enable 
bim^  in  cafe  a  fpirit  of  difohtdience  fhould  mani^ 
fed  Ltfelf  amongft  the  eledors^  to  refufe  the  ulc 
of  it  to  the  public^  and,  of  courfe^  to  remove  the 
allizes  tofome  other  place  in  the  county. 

A  PIT  IT  ION  of  Alexander  Popham^  £fq.  and 
John  Halliday,  £fq.  was  tried  on  the  24th  of 
February,  1775,  againft  the  return  of  the  Hon. 
Edward  Stafford,  and  Nathaniel  Webb,  Efq. 
complaining  of  the  partiality  of  the  returning 
officer,  in  protrading  the  poll,  by  unnecellary  ad- 
journments, from  the  i  oth  of  Oftober,  when  it  be- 
gan, to  the  1 8th  of  the  fame  month,  and  that  he 
had  rejedted  many  legal  votes  which  were  tender- 
ed for  the  petitioners,  Popham  and  Halliday,  and 
admitted  many  illegal  votes  for  the  fitting  mem« 
bers. 

That  the  fitting  members,  previous  to,  and 
during  the  poll,  were  guilty  of  divers  ads  of  bri* 
bcry  and  corruption  by  themfelves  and  agents* 


■i^ 
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One  hundred  and  fixtcen  voters  were  objetfled 
to  as  having  received  charity :  the  words  "alms/* 
and  "charity,*'  in  this  borough  are  admitted  not 
to  be  fynonimous ;  the  refolution  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  having  rendered  all  thofe  receiving  be« 
nefit>  in  either  way,  incapable  of  voting.  There 
are  a  great  many  charitable  funds  in  this  place, 
fuch  as  the  Town  charity,  Saunders  Vcharity,  Me- 
ridith's  charity,  &c. 

Three  Chelfea  penlioners  were  obje(fted  to  on 
the  part  of  ;he  petitioners ; 

Nineteen,  as  not  having  parochial  fettlements; 

Sixteen,  as  not  anfwering  the  defcription  of 
poiwallers ; 

Two,  as  certificate-men";  and 

Two,  as  bribery  agents. 

The  couhfel  for  the  fitting  members  thought, 
that  gentlemen  of  fortune  were  not  under  the  ne- 
cefiity  of  gaining  a  legal  parochial  fettlement  to 
intitjie  them  to  vote,  but  this  was  over-ruled,  there 

Gg  2  not 
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not  appearing  to  be  any  principle  upon  which 
fuch  a  diftindion  could  be  fupported. 

They  likcwife  contended,  that  the  journals  of 
the  houfe  have  recognized,  tha^  apprentices  can- 
not be  pot  wallers  qualified  to  vote ;  but  of  this 
queftion  Mr.  Douglas  makes  a  query. 

It  was  determined,  that  Gielfea  penfioners  had 
a  right  to  vote. 

That,  by  the  lex  loci^  certificate  men  cannot 
vote  for  this  borough. 

That  thofe  who  had  received  charity  had  no 
right  to  vote. 

The  counfel  for  the  petitioners  undertook  to 
prove  the  charge  of  bribery  fo  diredUy  and  pal- 
pably, as  to  difqualify  the  fitting  members. 

On  Thurfday  the  i6th  of  March,  the  com-. 
mittee  determined. 

That  the  petitioners  were  duly  cleded. 

State 
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State  of  the  poll  at  the  laft  eledlion : 
Sir  Benjamin  Hamet^  291 

Alexander  Popham,  Efq*  257 

John  Halliday,  Efq.  239 

John  Morland^  Efq.  1 83 

Ancient  State.  Taunton, which  is  delight- 
fully fituated  on  the  river  Thone,  is  a  populous 
borough,  and  thought  to  be  one  of  the  largeftin 
the  kingdom.  Ina,  king  of  the  Weft-Saxons, 
built  a  caftle  here,  which  was  depoliihed  by  his 
wife ;  but  afterwards  it  was  rebuilt  by  one  of  the 
bilhops  of  Winchefter,  to  the  prelates  of  which 
fee  this  town  and  deanery  belonged,  even  before 
the  conqueft.  This  caftle  was  a  building  of 
great  extent;  its  hall,  with  the  outward  gate  and 
porter*s  lodge,  are  ftill  ftanding;  and  in  the  hall, 
which  is  very  large,  are  generally  held  the  aflizes 
for  the  county.  At  the  entrance  into  the  court, 
is  the  ej^chpquer,  where  the  bifliop's  clerk  keeps 
his  p$ce  ^  and  a  court  is  held  every  Saturday, 
for  the  biftiop's  tenants.  This  caftle  was  gar- 
rifoned  by  the  parliai^ent  in  the  civil  war,  when, 
being  befieged  by  Goring,  lord  Fairfax  march- 
ed to  relieve  it(  on  which  Goring  raifed  the  fiege, 
and  in  a  few  days  after  was  defeated  by  Fairfax, 

at 
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at  Langport,  who  killed  many  of  his  men,  took 
twelve  hundred  horfes,  and  fourteen  hundred 
prifoners.  This  viQory  was  followed  by  the 
conqueft  of  Bridgewafer,  Bath,  Sherburn,  and 
3riftoL  King  Charles  the  Second  in  the 
year  1662,  caufed  its  walls  to  be  demolifhed,  and 
took  away  the  charter  from  the  town,  on  account 
of  the  inhabitants  having  adhered  to  the  parlia^ 
ment  in  the  reign  of  his  father ;  after  which  they 
were  feventeen  years  without  one,  till  the  fame 
prince  granted  them  a  new  charter. 

This  town  fuffered  greatly  by  the  CTuelty  of 
major  general  Kirk,  immediately  after  the  duke 
of  Monmouth's  defeat,  in  the  year  1685,  who 
being  fent  hither,  caufed  nineteen  perfons,  by  hii 
own  authority,  without  any  trial  or  procers,  and 
without  fuflfering  their  wives  or  children  tofpeak 
with  them,  to  be  hanged,  with  pipes  playing, 
drums  beating,  and  trumpets  founding.  The 
fame  inhuman  monfter,  having  invited  his  offi- 
cers to  dinner,  ordered  thirty  perfons,  condemn- 
ed here  by  Jeffries,  to  be  hanged  while  they 
were  at  table ;  namely,  ten,  in  a  health  'to  the 
king,  ten,  while  the  health  went  round  to  the 
queen,  and  ten,  with  the  health  pafled  to  Jef- 
fries, 

Ar 
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At  Taunton  was  anciently  a  priory  of  Black 
eanons»  ereded  by  William  GifFord^  bifhop  of 
Winchcfter,  in  the  time  of  Henry  I.  and  dedi- 
cated to  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul.  It  had  after- 
wards many  confiderable  benefaflorsj  and  at  the 
diflcdotion^  its  revenues^  according  to  Dugdale, 
amounted  to  ft861.  a  year;  but,  according  to 
Speed,  to  438I.  Here  was  alfo  a  houfe  of  White 
Carmelite  friars,  founded  by  Walter  de  Meryet ; 
and  likewife  an  ancient  leper  houfe;  the  advow** 
fon  and  patronage  of  which  was  granted  by  Tho«> 
mas  Lambrizt,  about  the  year  1280,  to  the  abbot 
and  convent  of  Glaftonbury. 

This  borough  fent  to  parliament  23  £dw.  I. 

Corporation.  By  charter  of  Cha.  II.  it 
conlifts  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  two  aldermen,  and 
twenty  capital  burgef^es.  The  mayor  and  aider-* 
ipen  are  annually  chofen  out  of  the  burgefles. 

It  is   remarkable,  that  the  mayor's  officers 

have  no  power  to  arreft,  and  that  there  is  no 

prifon  here,  except  a  Bridewell  for  vagrants; 

debtors  and  criminals  being  fent  to  the  county 

jail  at  Ikhcften     Though  this  is  one  of  the  moft 

flourifliing 
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flourifhing  towns  in  the  county^  it  is  the  meaned 
corporation,  having  neither  lands,  houfes,  nor 
joint  ftock  of  money. 

Right  op  Election,  ijiSt  28  July— Is  .in 
the  inhabitants  within  the  faid  borough,  being 
potwallers,  and  not  receiving  alms  or  charity. 

Number,  of  voters.  At  a  poll  taken  in  the 
year  1722,  was  727 ;  but  at  a  poll  taken  in  1774* 
the  number  was  only  456. 

Returning  officer— The  mayou^ 
PAT^av--Sir  Benjamin  Hamet. 


BRIDGEWATER. 

Political  Character.  This  borough  for- 
merly acknowledged  the  patronage  of  the  famous 
Bubb  Doddington,  of  political  memory,  who  was 
oppofed  by  the  late  earl  of  Egmont,  when  they 
were  leaders  of  the  tory  faftion  of  the  late  reign. 
Earl  Pouleit  had  then  the  lead  of  the  minifterial 
party  in  this  place,  and,  by  coalefcing  with  lord 
Egmont,  contrived  at  laft  to  poflcfs  himfelf  of  the 

controling 
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controling  influence.  It  has  fince  been  con- 
tefted  with  earl  Poulett,  by  the  late  Mr.  Allen, 
member  for  this  town,  by  Mr.  Fox,  and,  at  the 
laft  general  eleftion,  by  lord  Percival,  Ton  of  the 
prcfent  earl  of  Egmont.  Earl  Poulett's  intereft, 
however,  had  the  fuperiority,  the  numbers  on  the 
poll  being, 

For  the  Hon.  Vere  Poulett         186 
John  L^ngton,  £fq.  161 

Lord  Pejrcival  87 

Ancient  State.  Bridgewater,  which  is  a  large 
.and  populous  town,  feated  on  the  river  Parret, 
is  thought  to  be  a  corruption  of  Brugge  Walter, 
or  Walter's  borough,  a  name  by  which  it  is  fup- 
pofedto  have  been  called  foon  after  the  conqueft^ 
when,  with  feveral  other  lordfliips  in  this  county, 
it  was  bellowed,  by  William  the  Conqueror,  on 
Walter  de  Douay,  one  of  his  commanders.  It 
had  a  caftle  built  in  the  reign  of  king  John,  by 

« 

William  de  Brivere,  lord  of  Bridgewater,  who 
alfo  founded  an  hofpital  near  the  eaft  gate,  which 
was  a  chantry  to  pray  for  the  fouls  of  Henry  11. 
Richard  I.  and  king  John.  He  alfo  made  the 
^uay,]  Here  was  likewife  an  hofpital,  founded  by^ 

William 
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William  Broer^  in  the  reign  of  king  Johh|  con^ 
fifting  of  a  prior  or  mailer^  and  brethren^  ^o 
were  to  maintain  thirteen  poor  infirm  perfons^ 
befides  pilgrims ;  for  which  purpofe  it  was  en-» 
dowed  with  revenues^  to  the  amount  of  i2ol.  tgs^ 
per  annum.  Here  was  likewife  a  houfe  of 
Grey  friars,  founded  by  William  Bruer»  his  foD» 
about  the  year  1230. 

This  town  was  made  a  free  borough  by  king 
John,  a  mayor  town  by  Henry  IV.  and  fent  to 
parliament  23  Edw.  I. ;  and  is  faid  to  have  been 
reincorporated  by  queen  Eliz.  in  the  29th  year 
of  her  reign. 

Corporation — Conlifls  of  a  nuyor,  recorder, 
two  aldermen,  who  are  juftices  of  the  peace,  and 
twenty«.four  common^councilmen. 

Thkre  arc  annually  chofen  out  of  the  coni- 
mon^council,  two  bailiffs,  who  are  invcfted  with 
a  power  equal  to  that  of  a  fherifT;  for  the  (he- 
riffs  of  the  county  cannot  fend  any  procefs  into 
the  borough*  A  receiver  is  alfo  annually  chofen 
out  of  the  common-council,  to  collect  the  town 
rents,  and  make  payments. 

The 
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The  revenues  of  the  corporation^  coiffifting  of 

the  manor  of  the  borough^  the  great  and  finaU 

tithes^  and  (bme  eftates  in  Dorfetfhire^  art  valued 

at  lo.oool.  a  year ;  and  the  freemen  are  free  of 

all  the  ports  in  England  and  Ireland,  except 

London  and  Dublin. 

< 
Right  op  Election.     1669,  7th  Dec. — Is  in 

the  majority  of  the  corporation,  confiding  of  a 

mayor,  aldermen,  and  twenty-four  capital  bur* 

gefles,  being  inhabitants  of  that  divifion  of  the 

faid  parifh  of  Bridgewater,  which  is  commonly 

called  the  borough,  paying  fcot  and  lot  within 

the  faid  divifion ;  and  in  them  only. 

1692,  loth  Dec.  Agreed  to  be  in  thofe  that; 
pay  fcot  and  lot,  inhabiting  in  the  (aid  boroi^b.  - 

1769,  9th.  March.  If  the  mayor,  aldermen^ 
and  capital  burgefies,  are  not  inhabitants,  though 
they  pay  fcot  and  lot,  yet  they  have  no  right 
to  vote. 

1769,  14th  March.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
eafi:ern  and  weftern  divifion  of  the  parifh  of 
Bridgewatf^r  have  no  rfght  to  vote  for  reprefen^ 

tatives^ 
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tativcs ;  but  the  right  of  eledion  is  in  the  inhabit 
tants  of  that  divifion  of  the  faid  parifh^  v/hich  is 
commonly  called  the  borough^  paying  fcot  and 
lot  within  the  faid  divifion>  and  in  them  only. 

Number  of  voters— 300. 
Returning  officer — ^Thc  mayor. 
Patron— Earl  Poulett. 


MINEHEAD. 

Political  Character.  This  botough  was 
originally  a  feudal  tenure^  annexed  to  the  caftle 
of  Dunfter,  \^  hich  was  given  by  William  the  Con- 
queror to  William  de  Mohun,  in  whofe  family 
it  continued  till  Sir  John  de  Mohun^  one  of  the 
firft  knights  of  the  garter,  having  no  male  ifliie, 
conveyed  it  to  truftees,  for  the  ufe  of  his  wife, 
who,  after  his  deceafe,  fold  it,  in  the  reign  of 
king  Edward  III.  to  the  lady  Elizabeth  Luttrell, 
daughter  of  Hugh  Courtenay,  earl  of  Devonlhirc, 
and  widow  of  Sir  Andrew  Luttrell^  Knt.  Her 
fon,  Sir  Henry  Luttrell,  Knt.  who  was  lieutenant 
of  Harflcur,  and  ftewarii  of  the  houftiold  to 
Henry  V's  queen,  added  feveral  buildings,  now 

{landing. 
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Handings  and  left  the  caftle  and  honour  to  hid 
pofterity,  by  whom  it  is  ftill  pofiefled^  and  who 
is  the  prefent  owner  and  patron  of  this  borough^ 
and  at  whofe  court-leet  the  returning  o'fiicers  arc 
chofen. 

The  right  of  ele&ion  is  in  the  parifliioners  of 
Dunfter  and  Minehead^  teing  bmfekeepers  in  the 
iarougb  of  Minebead, 

This  borough  has  been  lately  nearly  diftroyed 
by  fire,  together  with  moft  of  the  property  of  the 
unhappy  fufferers.  A  very  liberal  fubfcription 
has  been  made  for  the  relief  of  the  late  occupiers, 
which  does  honour  to  the  liberality  and  philan^ 
thropy  of  its  promoters ;  and  will,  we  hope,  be 
equivalent  to  the  heavy  lodes  which  they  have 
fuftained. 

The  brother  of  the  patron,  Mr.  Luttrell,  is  a 
commillioner  of  the  tax  office. 

Ancient  State,  Minehead,  or  Minhead,  is  an 
ancient  borough,  with  a  harbour  inBriftol  channel^ 
at  the  diftance  of  one  hundred  and  fixty-feven 
miles  of  London.      It  was  formerly  govern- 
ed 
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fd  by  a  portreve^  but  at  prelent  is  under  two  coit-^ 
ftables,  annually  chofen  at  the  court-leet  held  bjr 
the  lord  of  the  manor.  It  haa  a  fine  quay,  and 
the  largeft  Ihips  may  enter  the  harbour,  and  ride 
there  in  fafety.  The  town  is  well  buil^  and 
carries  on  a  confiderable  trade  with  Ireland  in 
%ool»  and  with  South  Wales  in  coals* 

This  borough  was  imprivileged  ta  tetum 
members  to  parliament,  anno  i  Eliz. 

Right  of  Election.  1717,  24th  Feb.— la 
in  the  parifhioners  of  Minehead  and  Dunfter» 
being  houfekeepers  in  the  borough  of  Mineheadi, 
and  not  receiving  alms. 

Returning  officers.  1717, 13  June^— The 
precept  to  be  direded  to  the  two  conftaUes,  and 
they  to  make  the  return^. 

Number  of  voxbrs«*i6o*^ 
Patron*— John  Fownes  Luttrel,  Efq« 
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PoLiTiCAt  Character.  This  borough  htAy 
came  under  the  patronage  of  John  Harcourt^ 
£fq.  of  this  place^  one  of  its  prefent  member^ 
by  the  purchafe  pf  a  majority  of  its  houfes^ 
^hich  we  underftand  he  has  fince  difpofed  of 
to  Mr.  Troward,  the  attorney  of  Norfolk-ftreeU 
Previous  to  its  becoming  the  property  of  Mr. 
Harcourt^  it  was  under  the  control  of  the  late 
Mr.  Peregrine  Cuft,  who  reprefented  it  many 
years.  It  was  then,  however,  fubje£t  to  continual 
contefts  and  petitions. 

Th£  firft,  under  the  Grenville  a8,  came  be«> 
fore  a  committee  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  on 
Saturday  the  25th  of  November  1775,  when  the 
petitioners  were  Richard  Brown,  Efq.  and  Inigo 
William  Jones,  Efq.  and  the  fitting  members 
were  Peregrine  Cuft,  Efq.  and  William  Innes, 
Efq.    The  petition  dated. 

That  Mr.  Chriftopher  Lockyer,  bailifi^  and 
returning  officer  of  the  borough  of  Ivelcheftcr^ 

being 
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being  a  known  friend  to  the  fitting  m^mbertf^ 
had  ihevrn  great  partiality  in  their  favour^  and 
had  admitted  many  perfons  to  poll  for  thcna 
who  had  no  right  to  vote,  and  rejefted  feveral 
perfons  who  had  a  right  to  vote»  and  had  ten- 
dered their  votes  for  the  petitioners;  that  ihtf 
fitting  members,  by  themfelves,  their  friendp^ 
and  agents,  were  guilty  of  bribing  and  treating  t 
and  that  the  petitioners  had  a  majority  of  legal 
votes,  and  ought  to  have  been  returned. 

Th£re  is  no  laft  determination  of  the  right  oP 
election  in  Ilcheiler.  The  conftitution  of  the 
place  is  as  follows:  it  is  a  borough  by  prefcrip-. 
tion  ;  and,  according  to  Willis,  fent  members  to 
parliament  from  the  time  of  Edward  L  till  34 
Edwdrd  III.  From  which  time  it  did  not  choofe 
reprefentatives  till  12  Edward  IV.  nor  after  that 
year  till  la  Jac.  I.  when  it  was  rellored  to  its 
ancient  privileges.  By  a  charter  granted  3  and 
4  Phil,  and  Mary,  the  inhabitants  were  incor- 
porated, by  the  name  of  the  bailifF^nd  burgeffes 
of  Ilcheiler.  There  were  to  be  a  bailiff  and 
twelve  capital  burgefles,  who  were  to  choofe  an- 
nually, on  the  Monday  before  Michaelmas,  one 
of  themfelves  to  be  bailiff  for  the  enfuing  year ; 

on 
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en  the  death  of  any  of  the  capital  burgeflbs^  his 
or  their  place  to  be  fupplied  out  of  the  common 
burgeffes,  by  the  eledKon  of  the  remaining  ca- 
pital burgefles.  The  charter  fays  nothing  of  the 
qualification  neceflary  to  common  burgeifes; 
nor  of  the  mode  of  eleding  the  members  of  par- 
liament. 

The  numbers  on  the  poll  were. 

For  Mr.  Innes  103 

Mr.  Cuft  102 

Mr.  Brown  53 

Mr.  Jones  53 

The  counfel  for  the  petitioners  undertook  to 
prove,  that  fuch  a  number  of  the  votes  for  Cuft 
and  Innes  had  been  bribed,  as,  when  dedu6led 
from  the  poll,  would  leave  the  majority  of  legal 
votes  in  favour  of  Brown  and  Jones,  fo  as  to  en- 
title them  to  be  declared  duly  elefted.  And,  if 
they  ihould  not  fucceed  in  afFe6ling  a  fufficient 
number  of  the  votes  for  the  fitting  member  to 
anfwer  that  end,  ftill,  they  faid,  they  would  prove 
a6ls  of  bribery,  by  them  or  their  agents,  fo  as  to 
avoid  the  eleflion,  by  rendering  them  incapable 
of  retaining  their  feats. 

Vol.  IL  H  k  The 
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The  counfel  for  the  fitting  members,  after  at-* 
tempting,  by  evidence  and  argument,  to  over-* 
turn  the  cafe  which  had  been  made  againft 
them,  endeavoured  to  prove,  that  Brown  and 
Jones,  by  bribery,  or  promifes,  had-  difqualified 
themfelves,  even  if  the  majority  of  legal  votes 
had  been  in  their  favour ;  and  confequendy,  that 
at  all  events  they  could  not  be  declared  duly 
elcfted. 

All  the  afts  of  bribery,  and  the  corrupt  pro- 
mifes charged  on  the  two  fitting  members,  were 
by  the  intervention  of  agents,  and  long  before 
the  tejlc  of  the  writ.  It  appeared,  that  when  the 
gifts  and  promifes  were  made,  Mr.  Cuft  and 
**  his  partner**  were  mentioned  to  the  voters,  but 
Mr.  Innes's  name  was  not  fpecified,  and  was 
not  at  all  known  in  the  borough  till  a  few  days 
before  the  ele£lion,  when  he  canvaffed  along 
with  Mr.  Cuft  and  his  friends.  All  thofe  who 
had  engaged  their  votes  for  Cuft  and  *'  hispart^ 
iicr,**  voted  for  Innes  as  the  partner. 

The  promifes,  imputed  by  fome  of  the  wit- 
nefles  called  on  the  part  of  the  fitting  members, 
*o  Brown  and   Jones,  were  faid  to  have  been 

•  •  made 
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maide  direftly  by  themfelves,  during  their  Can*. 
V2is  on  the  ele£lion  week. 

I  ft.  The  counfel  for  the  petitioners  having 
began  to  examine  John  Lloyd,  concerning  a 
converfation  with  certain  voters,  in  which  the 
voters  had  acknowledged  that  they  had  been 
bribed  in  order  to  vote  for  the  fitting  members; 
the  counfel  on  the  other  fide  objefted  to  their 
purfuing  their  queftions^  fo  as  to  charge  the 
fitting  members'  themfelves  with  bribery,  by 
fuch  evidence.  After  fome  argument,  the 
counfel  for  the  petitioners  agreed,  that  evidence 
of  the  declarations  of  the  voters  could  only  be 
admitted  to  affeft  the  voters  themfelves,  and 
not  third  perfons. — The  queftion  firft  put,  ob- 
jecled  to,  and  given  up,  was,  **  Whofe  money 
•*  did  you  ynderftand  it  to  be,  ,which  the  voters 
"  faid  they  had  received?''  The  queftion, 
which  it  was  agreed  might  be  put,  and  which 
was  put,  in  lieu  of  the  other,  was,  **  Did 
*'  the  voters,  when  they  faid  they  had  received 
**  the  eleftion  money,  fay  in  whofe  intereft  they 
**  were  to  vote,  in  confequence  of  their  taking 
**  this  money  ?** 

Ha  a.  One 


4^8  JLCHESTER. 

2.  One  William  Handover,  a  witnefs-  called 
on  the  part  of  the  petitioners,  was  going  to  re- 
late a  converfation  which  pafled  between  him 
and  one  James  Pitman,  alledgpd  to  be  an  agent 
for  the  fitting  members,  and  dead  fince  the  elec-i 
tion. 

This  was  objeQed  to. 

It  was  contended,  that  evidence  of  any  a6b  of 
a  fuppofed  agent  could  not  be  admitted,  until 
proof  of  his  being  ah  agent  had  been  previoufly 
produced  to  the  committee ;  that  the  propriety 
of  fuch  a  rule  is  obvious,  becaufe,  otherwife, 
many  days  might  be  employed  in  hearing  evi- 
dence againft  a  perfon,  who  might  appear  after- 
wards to  have  no  connection  with  the  caufe; 
that,  by  the  printed  hiftory  of  the  two  cafes  of 
Hindon  and  Shaftefbury,  it  appeared  that  fuch 
a  rule  had  been  laid  down  in  both  thofe  cafes. 

On  the  other  fide  the  counfel  infilled. 

That  it  would  be  found  imprafticable  to  ad- 
here to  this  rule;  for  that  the  circumftances 
which  were  to  prove  that  a  perfon  had  bribed, 

and 
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and  that,  in  fo  doing,  he  had  a6led  as  the  agent 
of  another,  were  very  often  the  fame,  or,  at  leaft, 
fo  complicated  together,  that  they  could  not  be  fe- 
parated;  and  that  the  committee,  in  the  cafe  of 
Briftol,  had,  on  that  account,  over-ruled  an  ob- 
jeQion  like  the  prefent. 

When  the  counfel  had  argued  the  point,  the 
chairraan  faid.  That  he  had  enquired  into  what 
had  been  done  by'  the  committee  in  the  cafe  of 
Sbaftefbury ;  and  that  he  had  been  informed  by  the 
gentlemen  who  had  fat  in  that  committee,  as  weil^ 
as  by  fome  of  the  counfel  in  the  caufe,  that,  al- 
though on  the  firft  day  of  the  trial,  a  refolution 
had  been  come  to  agreeable  to  what  is  dated  in 
the  printed  report  of  the  cafe,  yet  they  had 
afterwards  found  fuch  inconvenience  attend- 
ing the  rule,  that  it  was  agreed  on  all  hands  not 
to  abide  by  iC;  that,  accordingly,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  trial,  it  was  not  adhered  to  after  th^Hrft 
day. 

Upon  this  obfervation  from  the  chairman,  the 
counfel  for  the  fitting  members  defifted  from  the 
objeftion. 

3.  One  John  Tiptree,  a  witnefs  called  on  the 
part  of  the  fitting  members,  fwore.  That  fome 

days 
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days  before  the  ele£Uon^  Mr.  Jones  afked  him 
for  his  vote^  and  faid,  that  if  he  would  vote  for 
biin>  he  would  give  him  fifty  guineas  after  the 
<cledion :  That,  until  be  came  to  town  in  con* 
fequence  of  the  fpeaker's  warranty  he  had  never 
meftationed  this  circumftance  but  to  one  Target^ 
a  perfon  who  had  been  a  witnefs  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  caufe^  but  who  had  died  pending  the 
trialj  and  before  this  evidence  was  given  by 
Tiptree:  That  iince  he  had  been  in  town^  and 
before  Target  died^  he  had  mentioned  it  to  fe^ 
veral  perfons^  of  whom  he  named  three. 

4.  James  Cony  being  called^  va$  rejeQed^ 
becaufe  he  was  one  of  the  two  perfons  who  had 
£gned  the  petition  on  behalf  of  the  eleQors* 
His  inadmiffibility  was  on  all  hands  agreed  on* 
Similar  inftances  have  occurred  before  fevera) 
other  committees^  during  this  and  the  laft  fef« 
fions. 

5.  One  Charles  Gillet  was  proved  to  have  re- 
ceived ten  guineas^  in  order  to  vote  for  the  fitting 
members,  and  it  was  admitted  on  the  par(  of  the 
fitting  members^  that  by  this  a3^  his  vote  was  de^ 
firoyed. 
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The  committee^  after  hearing  the  evidence  of 
pne  James  Rogers  and  hini^  with  fome  other 
witneflcs^  having  cleared  the  courts  refolved^ 

*•  That  the  chairman  do  report  to  the  houfc, 
*'  that  James  Rogers,  being  called  as  a  witnefs 
''  before  the  committee,  has  grofsly  prevaricated 

in  giving  his  evidence." 


fC 


And  accordingly,  on  the  fame  day,  Monday 
$7  November,  1775,  agreeably  to  the  26th  fec- 
tion  oi  10  George  III.  cap  16,  the  chairman  did 
report  to  that  effe£l;  and  the  houCe  being 
movedj  that  the  entry  in  the  journal  of  the 
houfe^  of  the  11th  May  ijj^b  of  the  pro-, 
eeedings  of  the  houfe,  in  relation  to  Mary 
Hofle,  might  be  read ;  and  the  fame  being  read, 
the  following  orders  were  made : 

Ordered,  "  That  the  faid  James  Rogers^ 
"  having  grofsly  prevaricated  in  giving  hi» 
'*  evidence  before  the  feleft  committee,  ap- 
•*  pointed  to  try  and  determine  the  merits  of  the 
petition  of  Richard  Brown, and  Inigo  William 
Jones,  Efqrs.  and  alfo  the  petition  of  James 
Corry  and  John  Cox,  on  behalf  of  tbemfelves 
^*  and  others,  bein^  inhabitant  houfeholders^  pa- 

•*  rilhioners. 
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"  rifhioners^  and  others^  within  the  borough  of 
"  Ivelchefter,  in  the  county  of  Somerfet,  feve* 
**  rally  complaining  of  an  undue  eleflion  and  re- 
'^  turn  for  the  faid  borough,  be,  for  his  faid  of-. 
'*  fence,  committed  to  his  majefty's  gaol  of  New- 
"  gate* 


Ordered,  "  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  iflue  his 
warrant  accordingly.'* 


€t 


On  Friday  the  ift  of  December  following,  the 
chairman  prefented  to  houfe,  in  confequeiice  of  a 
motion  for  that  purjpofe,  a  petition  of  Rogers,  fct-- 
ting  forth,  "  That  he  was  extremdy  forry  for 
**  having  incurred  the  difplcafurc  of  the  houfe,  by 
*^  prevaricating  in  his  evidence  before  the  com- 
*'  mittee;  that  he  was  fcnfible  of  his  great  offence, 
^'  and  of  the  juflice  of  the  houfe;  and  hoping, 
"  as  his  farther  confinement  would  be  prejudi- 
^*  cial  to  his  health,  that  the  houfe  would  order 
*'  him  to  be  relcafed." 

On  this  petition  it  was  ordered. 

That  he  fhould  be  brought  to  the  bar  of 
the  houfe,  on  the  Monday  morning  following,  in 
order  that  he  (hould  be  difcharged,  and  that  the 
fpcakcr  Ihould  iffue  his  warrant  accordingly. 

On 
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On  Monday,  December  4,  he  was,  according 
to  order,  brought  to  the  bar ;  where  he  received 
a  reprimand  from  the  fpeaker,  and  was  ordered 
to  be  difcharged  out  of  cuflody,  paying  his  fees. 

During  the  whole  courfe  of  this  caufe,  the 
conunittee  made  it  a  rule,  to  ordex  the  clerk  to 
read  over  to  every  witnefs  the  minutes  of  his 
evidence,  that  he  might  fet  right,  any  miftakes 
made  in  fetting  it  down. 

They  alfo  made  it  a  rule,  where  one  witneli 
direftly  contradicted  what  another  had  fwom,  to 
call  in  fuch  other  witnefs;  and  confront  them  to^ 
gether. 

On  Monday,  December  4,  the  committee,  by 
their  chairman,  informed  the  houfe,  that  they 
had  determined^ 

That  none  of  the  four  candidates  were  duly 
cleSed  I 

And  that  the  lad  ele<flion  for  the  borough  of 
Ivelchefter,  was  a  void  eledtion. 

On  which  a  warrant  for  a  new  writ  was  im* 
mediately  ordered. 

Ancient 
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•  Ancient  Statp.  Ilcheficr  or  Ivclchcftcr,  is  a 
town  of  gneat  antiquajr^  it  being  a  ftatipn  of  the 
Romans^  feated  on  the  foiuth  iide  of  the  river 
Ivcl,  and  is  generally  allowed  to  be  the  Ifgbali^  of 
Antoninus.  It  had  a  caftle,  now  in  ruins,  and 
was  originally  enccMmpaiTed  with  a  double  wall 
and  ditcb^  the  traces  of  which  are  vifible  quite 
round.  The  ancient  town  was  an  oblong  fquare, 
three  hundred  fpaces  in  lengthy  and  two  hundred 
in  breadth,  Handing  conformable  to  the  fbfle. 
way,  which  palles  through  the  town,  exadly  from 
the  north-eaft  to  the  fouth-weft.  The  north-eaft 
fide  of  the  town  is  next  the  river,  where  fome 
foundations  of  the  wall  may  be  feen.  The  ditch 
on  the  north-weft  fide  is  filled  up,  and  became  a 
road,  called  Yard-lane,  from  its  pafling  behind 
the  yards  and  gardens.  A  vaft  number  of  coins 
have  been  found  here,  which  have  been  diftri- 
buted  among  the  curious ;  there  are  alfo  founda^ 
tions  of  walls  and  old  houfes;  fome  of  which  run 
acrofs  the  prcfcnt  ftrccts.  The  ditch,  when  pcr- 
fcft,  admitted  the  water  of  the  river  all  round 
the  town.  The  fofie^way  retains  its  name,  and 
nrns  through  the  principal  fittct ;  and  the  pave« 
ment  of  the  original  ford  acrofs  the  river,  may  be 
fe^n  on  the  weft  fide  the  bridge,  formed  of  great 

flag. 
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flag-Aones.  Upon  the  bridge  is  an  old  chapej^ 
called  Little  St.  Maiy*»,  and  at  the  foot  of  thic 
bridge,  within  the  town,  i«  another,  called  White* 
chapel;  both  which  are  now  converted  into 
dwelling-houfes.  Here  was  an  hofpital  for  poor 
travellers,  founded  before  the  year  1220,  by  WiU 
liam  Dacus,  and  dedicated  to  the  Trinity.  It  is 
thought  to  have  been  changed  into  a  houfe  of  re^ 
ligious  women,  under  the  government  of  a  prio- 
refs,  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  IL  but  ibme 
time  before  the  general  diflblution,  it  was  only  a 
free  chapel,  litre  was  alfo  a  houfe  for  friar 
preachers,  founded  before  the  eleventh  year  of 
king  Edward  L 

Ti|£  inhabitants  (ay,  that  there  have  been  fix* 

teen  pariih  churches  here ;  indeed,  foundations 

are  difcovered  all  over  the  town,  and  on  the  weft 

fide  of  it  have  been  dug  up  feveral  ftone  coffins. 

The  aflizes  for  the  county  were  fixed  here  in  the 

reign  of  Edward  III.  but  they  have  long  fiace 

been  alternately  held  at  Wells,  Taunton,  and 

Bridgewater;  however,  the  knights  of  the  Ihire 

are  ftill  chofcn  here;  the  county  courts  are  alfp 

held  in  this  place,  and  here  is  a  jail  for  debtors  ^nd 

nuilefa£tor$.    It  has  now  only  one  parifh  church 

and 
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and  fomc  mecting-houfes ;  alfo  a  place,  called 
King's  Moor,  in  the  neighbourhood,  which  is 
famous  for  horfc  races.  This  town- gives  the 
title  of  earl  to  the  family  of  Fox, 

This  town  having  fent  to  parliament  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  I.  Edward  11.  and  to  34  Edward 
HI.  ceafcd  fending  till  12  Edward  IV.  when  it 
again  intermitted  fending  till  1 8  James  I.  at  which 
time  it  was  rellored  to  this  privilege. 

Corporation.  ConfiUs  of  a  bailiff  and  i^ 
burgefTes, 

Right  op  Election. — 1689,  7  May.  AU 
ledged  to  be  in  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  town, 
paying  fcot  and  lot,  which  the  town  called  Pot- 
wallers. 

170a,  a  8  January.  Agreed  to  be  in  the  bailif}^ 
capital  burgeffcs,  ai>d  inhs^bitants  not  receiving 
alms. 

Number  of  voters — 155. 
Returning  officer— The  bailiff. 
Patron— Mr.  Troward. 

MILBORNE 
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Political  Character.  This  borough,  which 
confifts  of  nine  parcels  of  burgage  lands^  each 
of  which  gives  a  right  of  voting  at  eledlions  for 
members  of  parliament,  is  the  fole  property  of 
Mr.  Medly cott  and  Mr.Walter.  In  theyear  1 747, 
Michael  Harvey  and  JefFry  inch,  Efqrs.  and 
Thomas  Medlycott  and  Charles  Churchill,  Efqrs. 
were  returned.  This  being  a  borough  by  pre- 
fcription,  there  have  always  been  in  it  nine  ca- 
pital bailiffs,  who  hold  their  refpe6live  offices  by 
virtue  of  deputations,  granted  by  the  proprietors 
of  nine  ancient  parcels  of  borough  lands.  Two  of 
them  prefide  yearly,  by  rotation,  as  head  officers; 
and  thefe  two  prefiding  capital  bailiffs  may,  if 
they  pleafe  (at  a  court-leet  held  in  OSober 
yearly)  appoint  fubftitutes  to  execute  the  menial 
offices  of  the  borough,  who  are  called  fub-bailiffs. 
This  borough  difcontinued  fending  members  to 
parliament  for  inany  years ;  but  was  reftored  to 
its  ancient  privileges  in  the  4th  of  Charles  I. 
fince  which  time  it  has  continued  to  fend  two 
members  to  every  parliament ;  and  the  (heriffs 

precept 
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precept  for  chufing  members  is  always  dire&ed 
to  the  bailiffs  thereof. 

For  feveral  years  after  the  borough  was  rc- 
ftored  to  its  privileges^  the  two  prefiding  capi-- 
tal  bailiffs,  when  prefent,  or  one  of  them  when 
the  other  was  abfent,  enjoyed  the  fole  right  of 
making  the  return  to  the  flieriff's  precept,  that 
is  to  fay,  of  returning  the  members  they  thought 
legally  chofen. 

But  iince  the  reftoration,  thefe  nine  ancient 
parcels  of  borough  lands  having  been  all  engroC- 
ed,  and  become  the  property  of  two  neighbour«- 
ing  gentlemen,  by  agreement  between  themfelves, 
they,  ox  fome  of  their  friends,  were  generally 
chofen,  and  returned  without  oppoiition ;  and,  aa 
it  often  happened,  that  neither  of  the  capital  pre- 
fiding bailiffs  were  prefent,  the  return  was  often 
tnade  by  their  fubftitutes  or  fub-bailiffs,  but 
fometimes  by  the  capital  bailiff  or  bailiffs,  and 
tnoft  frequently  by  the  bailiffs  and  burgeffes  of 
the  faid  borough.  This  was  the  conftitution  of 
the  borough  at  an  eleClion,  when  Thomas  Med- 
lycott,  Efq.  and  William  Biihop,  were  the  prefi- 
ding  bailiffs,  and  one  Arthur  Anily,  faid  to  be  a 

common 


lfiXM)ltKS  PORT.  479 

totmnon  dayJabouref^  and  fcnrant  to  the  faid 
Thomas  Medlycott^  was  the  fub-bailiff,  appointed 
by  the  faid  Medlycott.  The  candidate  were^ 
Michael  Harvey,  and  JefFry  French,  Efqrs.  on 
one  fide,  and  the  faid  Thomas  Medlycott  and 
Charles  Churchill,  Efqrs.  on  the  other  fide ;  and 
when  the  eleflion  was  over,  the  return  of  the 
two  former  was  made  to  the  fkerilF  by  the  faid 
William  Biihop,  which  he  accepted  and  annexed 
to  his  precept ;  but  fome  days  after,  another 
return,  of  the  two  latter,  was  made  to  the  fheriff 
by  the  faid  Arthur  Anfty,  which  he  likewife  ac« 
cepted,  and  annexed  to  his  precept;  fo  that  bis 
writ  was  returned  with  a  double  return  for  the 
faid  borough ;  which  was  the  legal  return,  was 
the  queftion ;  and  the  only  queftion  that  by  order 
came  to  be  determined  on  Thurfday  the  ift  of 
December  laft. 

As  to  the  return  made  by  William  Bifhop,  it 
was  obje&ed,  firft,  that  the  fub^bailifTs,  and 
not  the  capital  bailifis,  were,  by  the  cuftom 
of  that  borough,  the  returning  officers;  and 
fecondiy,  that  the  faid  William  Bifliop  was 
not  properly  qualified  to  adt,  becaufe  he  had 
not  previoufly  taken  an  oath  of  office.  To  the 
firft  objedion  it  was  anfwered,  that  by  the  cuf- 

torn 
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torn  of  the  borough,  the  fub-bailifFs  never  aSed 
but  in  the  abfence,  or  by  the  order  or  permiffion 
of,  their  principals ;  and  when  either  of  the  ca- 
pital bailiffs  was  prefent,  neither  of  the  fub-bai- 
liffs  could  adt  as  a  principal,  the  capital  bailiffs 
being  then  the  fole  preliding  officers.  To  the  fe- 
cond  objcdion  it  was  anfwered,  that  William 
Biihop  had  taken  all  the  oaths  requifite  by  law ; 
but  that  an  oath  of  office  was  not  requifite,  either 
by  law,  or  the  cuilom  of  that  borough,  as  had  been 
admitted  by  the  faid  Thomas  Mcdlycott  himfclf. 
Then,  as  to  the  return  made  by  the  faid  Arthur 
Anfty,  it  was  objeded,  firft.  That  as  he  was  on- 
ly afub-bailiff,  and  both  the  capital  prefiding  bai- 
liffs not  only  prefent,  but  adling  as  prefiding  offi- 
cers,  he  could  not  ad:  as  a  prefiding  officer  in  any 
cafe  whatfoever,  much  lefs  in  fuch  a  principal 
one  as  that  of  returning  members  to  parliament ; 
and  fecondly.  That  the  return  made  by  the  faid 
Arthur  Anfly  was  void,  by  virtue  of  a  refolution 
of  that  houfe  of  the  2d  of  June  1 685  ;  by  which 
it  was  refolved.  That  no  mayor,  bailiff,  or  other 
officer,  to  whom  the  precept  ought  to  be  dired- 
cd,  is  capable  of  being  elefted  to  ferve  in  parlia- 
ment for  the  fame  borough,  of  which  he  is  mayor, 
bailiff,  or  other  officer,  at   the  time  of  elec- 

tion. 
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tion.      And  as  the  the  return  made   by  the 
laid  Arthur  Andy,  mud  be  fuppofed  to  be  a  re- 
turn made  by  the  faid  Thomas  Medlycott,  ^hofe 
fubftitute  and  fcrvant  he  was,  according^  to  the 
axiom  in  law,  qui  fecit  per  alium,  fecit  per  fe ; 
therefore^  by  this  refolution  it  ought  to  be  void. 
To  the  firft  obje6lion  it  was  anfwered.  That  by  the 
cuftom  of  the  borough^  the  fub^bailiffs  were  the 
only  proper  returning  officers,  confequently  the 
return  made  by  Arthur  Anfty  was  the  only  legal 
return ;  and  to' the  fecond  it  was  anfwered.  That 
if  the  axiom  of  law  were  to  be  applied  to 
the  ele<flion  for  this  borough,  neither  of  the  two 
proprietors  of.  the  nine  ancient  parcels  of  bo« 
rough  lands,  could  ever  be  chofen  or  returned  as 
reprefentatives  for  this  borough ;  becaufc^  both 
the  capital  and  fub-bailiflfs  are  but  their  depu« 
ties  ;  and  as  this  would  be  inconliftent  with  corn-* 
mon  law,  as  well  as  contrary  to  the  cuftom  of  the 
borough  ever  fince  the  above-mentioned  refolution, 
it  could  not  be  fuppofed,  that  the  houfe  thereby  in« 
tended  to  render  the  fubp^bailiffs  of  this  borough 
incapable  of  returning,  either  their  immediate 
principals,  the  capital  bailiffs,  or  their  remote  prin-« 
cipals,  the  proprietors  of  thefe  ancient  parcels  of 
borough  lands.     Upon  the  whole  the  houfe,  after 
Vol.  II.  I  i  having 
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having  fpent  two  days  iti  hearing  couitfe]^  read« 
ing  former  returns^  &c.  and  examinif^  witnefies^ 
tame  to  a  refolution.  That  the  execution  of  a 
precept  for  clefting  buigcfles  to  ferve  in  parlia^ 
ment  for  the  borough  of  Milbome  Port,  and  the 
making  the  return  thereof,  are  only  in  the  two 
fub-bailiifs  of  the  laid  borough,  or  in  one  fub. 
bailiff,  if  there  are  not  WOfioncJui^bailiff'is  Un- 
doubtedly more  likely  to  be  bribed  than  iwo  ca^ 
pital  bailiffs^)  in  confequence  of  which,  the  clerk 
of  the  crown,  by  order,  took  oiff  the  file  the  re- 
turn made  by  If^illiam  Bijbop^  and  the  iaid  Thomas 
Medlycoii,  and  Cbarks  Cburcblll^  Efqrs.  became 
thereby  the  only  fitting  members. 

ANOTHER   CASE. 

On  the  20th  of  January,  1775,  the  petition  of 
Edw.  Walter,  Efq.  and  Ifaac  Hawkins  BroMme, 
Efq.againfl  the  return  of  the  Hon.  Temple  Lut- 
trell,  and  Charles  Wolfeley,  Efq.  came  on  to  be 
tried  by  a  committee  of  the  houfc  of  commons. 

There  were  three  petitions  read ;  when  it  ap- 
peared, that  there  were,  in  this  cafe,  three  returns 
inade  by  different  pcrfons  claiming  to  be  return- 
ing oHiccrs,  all  of  which  had  -been  anne}ted  to  the 

'   •  ^rit 
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ivrit  by  die  (herlff,  and  returned  into  the  office 
i»f  die  clerk  of  the  crown ;  by  one,  Walter  and 
Browne^  by  tlie  other  two^  Luttrel  and  Wolfcley, 
were  returned^ 

The  petitions  Jikewife  Contained  a  claim  made 
by  each  party,  of  the  majority  of  legal  votes,  and 
mutual  allegations  of  bribery.  In  the  petition  of 
Walter  and  Browne,  it  was  alfo  aHedged,  that 
Luttrd,  at  the  time  of  his  election  and  returns 
^  had  by  himfclf,  or  fomc  per f(Mi  in  truft  for  him^ 
*  an  office,  place>  or  employment)  touching  or 
^  concerning  the  farming,  colleding,  or  manage 
**  ing  his  Majcfty's  cuftoms,"  whereby  he  was 
incapable  of  being  eleded.  It  was  agreed  firft» 
to  proceed  upon  the  legality  of  the  different  re- 
turns, feparately  from  the  other  queftions ;  and 
the  return  of  ff^alter znd  Bratvne,  being  immediately 
annexed  to  the  precept^  their  counfei  began  : 

Mr.  Medlycott^s  property  is  fo  intermixed 
^ith  Mr,  Walter's,  that  in  fcJlowing  tbc  eftab- 
iifhed  rotation,  in  fome  years  one  of  the  reigning 
bailiHs  is  in  the  appointment  of  Medlycott,  and 
tiic  other  in  the  appointment  of  Walter  $  in  fome 
^yf^s  they  are  both  appointed  by  Medlycott,  and 

lis  ia 
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in  others,  both  by  Walter.  In  1773,  ^*^  ^^ 
them  was  appointed  by  Medlycott,  who  no- 
minated one  Elias  Oliver  to  be  his  fub-bailiflf^ 
and  the  other  by  Walter,  who  nominated  one  Ro- 
bert Baunton,  to  be  his  fub-bailiif.  In  1 774,  it. 
was  Mr.  Medlycott's  turn  to  appoint  both  the 
reigning  bailiffs.  The  Tub-bailifTs  have  always 
been  appointed  at  a  court-leet  after  Michaeknas- 
day,  holden  by  a  fteward,  named  by  the  former 
fub-bailiff.  Since  the  interefts  have  been  divided^ 
there  have  been  two  lie  wards,  who  have  holden 
ieparate  courts,  but  always  on  the  fame  day.  It 
appeared  by  the  witnefles,  that  the  court-leet  for 
appointing  fub-bailiifs  had  always  been  holden, 
before  and  fince  the  flyle  was  altered,  on  the  firft 
Tuefday  after  a  fair  at  Sherborne,  called  Pack* 
Monday  fair ;  and  that  there  were  entries  to  this 
purpofe  in  the  minute  book  of  the  fteward  of  the 
court;  but  in  none  of  the  court- books  or  rolls, 
was  there  any  entry  referring  the  holding  of  the 
court  to  the  Tuefday  after  Sherborne  fair ;  it 
only  appeared  to  have  been  always  holden  on  the 
firft  Tuefday  of  Odlober,  before  the  change  of 
the  flyle  took  pl^c. 

On  the  third  of  Odober  1774,  the  precept 
for  the  eledion  was  delivered  to  Robert  Bauntoh, 

who 
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who  gave  his  receipt  for  it ;  and  having  comnnu^ 
nicated  with  the  other  fub-bailiff  (Oliver),  they 
concurred  in  appointing  the  day  of  eledion  to  be 
on  the  tenth,    (the  fourth  being  the  firft  Tuef- 
day  in  Odober,  N.  S.)  Oliver,  together  with 
Medlycott  and  others,  broke  open  the  Town- 
hall,  the  perfon  who  had  the  key  not  being  found ; 
and  Mr.   Medlycott  having  nominated  his  bro- 
ther, the  Rev.  George  Hutching,  and  Robert  Cur- 
tis,  to  be  the  reigning  capital  bailiffs  for  the  year 
enfuing,  they  came  into  the  court-leet  (which 
was  opened  according  to  form),  and  appointed 
John  Newton,  jun.  and  John  Peckham,  to  be  their 
fub-bailiffs.      The  regning  bailiffs  and  the  fub*^ 
bailiffs,  enter  on  their  offices  immediately  after 
their  appointment.     At  the  fame  court,  Oliver 
was  appointed  aconftable  by  the  jury,  and  fworn 
into  that  office.    On  the  i  oth,  the  eledion  came 
on,  and  there  were  three  polls  taken ;  one  by 
Baunton,  who  declared  the  majority  of  legal  votes 
to  be  in  favour  of  Walter  and  Browne,  and  ac- 
cordingly annexed  a  return  of  them  tq  the  pre- 
cept ;  one  by  Olivef,  and  a  third,  by  Newton 
and  Peckham.    By  each  of  the. two  lad,  Lut- 
frel  and  Wolfeley  had  the  majory  of  votes ;  and 
jficcordingly  there  were  two  returns  made  of  them. 

Counter 
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Counter  parts  df  all  the  three  were  executed  by 
the  under  fherlff,  and  they  trere  all  tonteed  ta 
the  writ.  If  Newton  and  Pecldbam  were  the  ic^ 
gal  bailiffs  at  the  time  of  deQion,  their  rtfturn 
only  was  valid ;  if  they  were  not>  it  was  void  i 
and  in  fuch  cafe,  the  queftion  would  be,  Whe*« 
ther  the  return  of  Baunton,  or  of  Oliver,  was  the 
legal  return  ?  or  whether  they  were  both  void  ? 
If  the  court-leet,  holden  on  the  4th  of  Odober^ 
Was  the  legal  court  for  the  appoihtmeht  of  the 
annual  fub^bailiffs,  Newton  and  Pcckham  were 
the  legal  fub-baihfFs  and  returning  officers  on  the 
ifoth.  The  queftion  conccrnihg  the  legality  of 
the  court-lect  turned  chiefly  upon  the  ftatute  for 
altering  the  ftylc* 

The  counfel  for  Walter  and  Browne  contended^^ 
That  the  court  in  queftion,  was  ''  a  court  irfuaUy 
*<  bolden  with  afair^  and  (obe  holden  on  the  fame 
*'  natural  day  as  formerly,  that  is^  according  id 
^  the  Old  Style."  That  this  was  evident  from  the 
conftant  {M^dtice  fince  the  change  of  the  ftyle, 
and  the  general  fenfe  of  the.  plage,  an<l  from  the 
^ward's  book«       ^ 

That  if  it  were  not  fo,  yet  the  holding  it  laft 
year  according  to  the  New  Style,  for  the  firft 
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tvmc^  immediately  on  the  eve  of  theeledlioB,  con., 
trary  to  the  ufage  ever  (ince  the  ilatute  of  s^ 
George  IL  without  any  notice  being  given  of 
fuch  an  iutended  innovatioti^  till  the  precept  for 
the  el^edioncameto  the  borough,  fhewed  that  the 
intention  of  holding  it  then  was  occafional,  and 
evidently  only  taken  up  on  account  of  the  di0a- 
lution  of  the  parliament,  which  brought  on  the 
ekSion  before  Mr.  Mediycott's  two  fub-bailiffs 
could  have  come  imo  office,  if  he  had  waited  till 
the  ufual  time ;  confequently,  that  on  this  ground^ 
the  appointment  of  Newton  and  Peckham  was 
fraudulent  and  void* 

That  if  they  wer?  legally  appointed,  ftill  the 
former  fub-bailifTs,  being  the  returning  officers  at 
the  time  when  the  precept  was  delivered,  and  one 
of  them  having  received,  and  given  his  receipt 
for  it,  they  were  the  only  perfons  competent  to 
make  the  return,  according  to  the  7th  and  8th  of 
AVilliam  IIL  cap  35. 

That  if  the  queftion  came  to  be  argued  between 
the  returns  made  by  Baunton  and  Oliver,  it  was 
clear  that  Oliver,  by  accepting  the  officeof  con- 
^  {table  at  the  court-leet,  holden  on  the  4th  of  Oc« 
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tober»  had  abdicated  his  former  office^  and  could 
notafterwards  pretend  to  exercifeit ;  fothaiBaun-r 
ton  was  the  only  fub-bailiff  at  the  time  of  elec- 
tion, and  muft  of  courfe  be  the  only  legal  re- 
turning officer. 

The  cpunfel for  Luttrel and  Wolfeley  argued^ 
That  though  it  did  appear  that  the  Michaelmas 
Cpurt-leet  had  ufually  been  holden  on  the  Tuef* 
d^y  after  Sherborne,  or  Pack-Monday  fair,  yet 
that  was  merely  accidental;  becaufe  it  happens^ 
that  the  firft  Tuefday  in  Oi6lo|)er  rauft  of  neceC 
iity  be  thp  day  immediately  following  the  dv^ 
Monday  after  Michaelmas. — That  the  entries  in 
the  minute  or  ipeiporandum  book  of  the  fteward^ 
prove  only  that  be  affifted  his  memory  in  recoL 
le£tin|{  the  tiipe  of  holding  the  court,  by  refer- 
ring it  tQ  Pack-Monday. — Tljat  it  was  natural, 
from  this  accidental  connexion  between  the  two 
days,  for  the  people  of  Milborne-port  to  call  the 
court-day  Pack-Tuefday. — T^at  if  they  had 
any  ttfcejfary  conneflion,  it  would  have  s^ppeared 
by  entries  in  the  court  books,  ip  fome  fuch  terms 
as  thefe :  "  At  a  court  holden  on  the  firft  Tuef- 

« 

day  after  Pack-Monday,  or  Sherborne  fair;" 
but  no  fuch  entry  could  be  found« 
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That  it  did  not  appear,  that  the  office  of  con*- 
ftable  and  that  of  fub-bailiff  were  incompatiblCf 

•  The  counfei  for  Walter  and  Browne,  in  re-/ 
ply,  infifted,  that  there  was  nothing  abfurd  in 
fuppofing  an  original  conne£lion  between  Sher« 
borne  fair  and  the  court-leet  at  Milborne-portj^ 
although  the  two  places  are  in  different  counties. 
-^That  in  former  times,  the  grants  of  the  crown 
ufed  to  extend  very  commonly  into  different 
counties,  and  the  fair  and  court,  at  firft,  might 
have  made  part  of  the  fame  grant. — ^That  it  is 
not  true,  that  if  a  fair  were  forfeited,  a  court 
u/ually  holden  with  it,  but  belonging  to  another 
perfon,  would  be  fo  likewife.— That  the  old 
prefcriptive  day  for  holding  the  fair  would  ftiU 
continue  to  be  the  guide  for  fixing  the  prefcrip- 
tive day  for  the  court-leet. 

The  committee  h?iving  cleared  the  court,  deli, 
berated  among  themfel  ves ;  and  the  counfei  being 
again  called  in,  the  chairman  acquainted  them, 
that  the  committe  ^ad  refolved^ 

,  **  That  the  return  made  by  John  Newton^ 
jun.  and  John  Peckham,  of  Mr.  Luttrel  and 
^r.  Wolfeley,  was  an  illegal  return. 

'?  Anu 
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*^  A}tjy  diat  the  oihep  twe  rcuifiiisidpgeftrcid  to 
the  comintlfiertabe  for  cCMDopHi^atfsd  k>gedWi.that 
they  thought  it  their  duty  to  go  upon  the  merits 
of  the  ehdroii^  w>tfaoiu.pre¥ioufiy  deciding  K>e« 
,wctn  them*** 

The  CQunfel  for  Walter  and  Browne  now  went 
into  the  whole  that  remained  of  their  part,  the 
I>iibery  by  Luttreland  Wolfeley,  or  their  agents^ 
and  Luurel's  ineligibility.  When  they  had 
finifibed  auad  fummed  up  tbtir  evidence,  the 
counfel  on  the  other  fide  proceeded  to  remove 
the  imputation  of  bribery  from  Luttrel  and  WoU 
feley,  and  to  fix  bribery  oi>  the  other  two  candi- 
dates.    I^aftly,  they  anfwercd  the  objections  to 

» 

l^uttrers  eligibility ;  and  after  they  had  fummed 
up  their  cafe^  the  counfel  on  the  other  fide  re-« 
plied. 

During  the  trial  of  this  petition,  the  com- 
mittee thought  fit  to  propofe,  that  the  following 
queftion  (hould  be  urged  by  the  counfel,  viz. 

•*  Whether  perfons  rateable,  and  having  paid' 
to  the  rate,  though  that  rate  was  made  and  coU 
leftcd  by  officers  illegal  or  doubtful,  may  vote 
as  inhabitans  paying  fcot  and  lot.*' 
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The  coQnfel  f<»  Waker  and  Browne  cdnteiMl* 
tdi  that  tbey  mighf .  They  faid  thdt  fcot  and  lot 
exifted  long  before  ov^rfcers  of  the  poor^  or 
poor  #aleSi  were  known  in  England^  and  for  tbia 
they  appealed  to  the  definitions  in  Spelman's 
Cloflary.— Th^  the  poor-rate  indeed  was^  in 
common  cafes^  very  properly  taken  to  be  the 
rule  for  difcOvering  who  are  to  be  confidered 
tfs  perfons  paying  fcot  and  lot^  but  that  tbe  right 
of  fuch  perfons  to  vote  is  fo  far  from  being 
created  by  the  poor  rate,  that  it  is  neither  neceC* 
farily  conneded  with^  nor  altered  by  it. 

The  committee,  after  hearing  the  counfel  on 
the  other  fide^  cleared  the  courts  and  relblved^ 

^  That  perfons  rattalk^  and  having  paid  to 
the  rate,  though  that  rate  be  made  by  officers 
illegal  or  doubtful,  have  a  right  to  vote,  as  inha«» 
bitants  paying  fcot  and  lot." 

On  the  head  of  Mr.  LuttrePs  ineligibility,  it 
appeared^  from  the  evidence  of  M^.  Charles 
Hartfordj  theperfon  who  executes  the  office  he 
was  fuppofed  to  hold  as  deputy^  that  it  is  the 
.place  of  Cufiamer  inwards  in  the  pwrt  qfBrifioL-^ 

That 
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That  it  (lands  in  the  name  of  one  Mr.  Smithy 

vho  refides  in  Ireland,  and  the  accounts  are 

always  made  out  in  his  hame.     He  faid^  he  paid 

profits  (amounting  to  between  three  and  four 

hundred  pounds  a  year)  to  Luttrel,  confidering 

him  as  agent  for  Smith.     That  he  had  feen  a 

power  of  attorney  from  Smith  to  Luttrelr  author- 

rizing  him  to  appoint  a  deputy  for  him ;  and 

that  he  had  received  a  deputation  from  Luttrel^ 

as  attorney  for  Smithy  but  that  afterwards^  that 

deputation  being  found  to  be  improper,  he  had 

deftroyed  it,  and  had  received  his  deputation 

(which  was  produced  and  read)  direftly  from 

Smith,     That  he  thought,  from  this  tranfa&ion^ 

that  there  was  fuch  a  connedion  between  Smith 

and  Luttrel,  as  made  it  fafe  for  him  to  pay  the 

money  to  Luttrel ;  but  that  he  never  had  con-. 

-iidered,  whether  the  payments  he  had  made  to 

Luttrel  were  flri£lly  legal,  and  he  thought,  that 

if  Smith  were  to  die,  he  would  be  liable  to  pay 

the  arrears  of  the  profits  to  his  executors. — He 

faid  he  was  appointed  by  Mr.  Luttrel's  in. 
tereft. 

On  the  part  of  Walter  and  Browne  it  was  con* 
tended^  that  Smith's  holding  the  office  was  mere- 
ly 
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ly  colourable.-— That  Luurel  received  the  pnu 
fits,  and  was  in  fubftance  the  perfon  who  poflefled 
the  office;  and  that  he  was  thereby  incapable 
of  being  elededj  fince  the  ftatute  of  the  12th 
and  13th  of  William  III. 

Mr.  Luttrel's  counfel  contended,  it  was 
unncceflary  to  urge  this  point,  as  no  evidence 
had  been  given  to  fhew  that  he  had  any  beneficial 
intereft  in  the  place.  John  Coxe  Hippefley, 
Efq.  barrifter,  being  called  on  the  fubjed  of 
Mr.  Luttrel's  office,  refiifed  to  anfwer  any  quef- 
lions  which  might  affi^d  bim,  as  he  had  con^ 
ftantly  aded  as  his  confidential  advifer  and 
counfeL 

The  committee  took  feveral  days  to  confider 
of  the  merits  of  this  ele6lion>  after  the  counfel, 
bad  clofed  their  evidence  and  their  arguments. 

On  Friday,  the  10th  of  February,  their  chair-^ 
man  informed  the  houfe»  that  the  committee  had 
determined, 

*'  That  Edward  Walter,  Efq.  is  not  duly 
elected  a  burgefs  po  ferve  in  this  prcfent  parlia. 

mentf 
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taenu  for  the  Ixirough  of  Milbometport^  in  the 
county  of  Somerfet. 

<*  That  Ifaac  Hawkins  firowne^  £fq«  1$  not 
duly  ele£led. 

*<  That  the  honourable  Temple  Luttrel»  and 
Charles  Wqlfeley^  £(q.  arc  duly  returned  bar« 
gefles  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  parlianiQnt>  by  the 
return  executed  by  Elias  Oliver.*^ 

There  was  alfo  a  petition^  in  1772,  of  George 
Prefcotj  Efq.  againft  Richard  Combe^  £fq.  the 
fitting  member^  when  the  petitioner  was  decla* 
red  duly  ele£led ;  but  as  there  is  nothing  in  that 
cafe  but  what  is  reported  in  the  above,  we  fiiall 
not  trouble  our  readers  with  a  repetition  of  it« 

A  VERY  ferious  charge  of  corruption  wa* 
brought  againft  lord  Norths  in  the  houfe  of  com« 
knons^  during  his  adminiftration^  by  the  honour-* 
able  Temple  Luttrel,  for  inducing  Thomas  Hut- 
chins  Medlycot,  £fq.  one  of  the  proprietors  of 
this  boroughj  to  oppofe  the  re-ele&ion  of  Mr. 
Luttrel  at  the  enfuing  di Ablution  of  parliament^ 
in  1780;  when^after  a  full  hearing,  the  houfe  got 
3  rid 


1*1(1  of  the  biffmefs  in  a  mafimt  nearly  (imilar  to 
(bat  of  Mr.  Rofe's,  in  Weftmii«fter« 

AxciENT "State.  Mflborne-porti  which  is  a 
borough  town^  where  the  houfes  are  fcattered  ta 
a  very  irregular  manner^  is  fituated  at  the  dtf- 
tance  of  1 16  miles  fouth-weft  of  London.  This 
town  has  feven  commonatty  Rewards^  who  are 
truftees  of  the'  profits  of  the  lands  which  have 
been  given  to  the  poor,  out  of  which  two  are 
annually  chofen  for  the  particular  diftributkm 
of  thefe  profits,  as  well  as  for  the  cuftody  of  the 
common  feal  of  the  borough.  It  has  likewife 
two  conftables,  who  are  invefted  with  very  con- 
fiderable  poM'ers. 

This  borough  having  fent,  anno  26,  28,  33, 
35  Edward  L  ceafed  fending  till  15  Charles  I. 
when  it  was  fummoned  to  return  members  to 
parliament. 

Corporation.  It  is  governed  by  two  baifiSf 
and  two  fub.bailiffs. 

Right  op  ELrcTiON.  1702,  8th  Decs — It 
only  in  the  capital  bailifis  and  their  deputies,  in 

the 
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ibe  comonalt^  ftewards^  and  inhabitants  thereof 
paying  fcot  and  lot. 

Number  of  actual  Voters — ^9.      Nomi* 

KALJLY — 114. 

Returning  officers — ^The  two fub^bailiffs. 

Patrons— William  Coles  Mcdiycott,  Efq.  and 
Edward  Walter,  Efq. 


s 


STAFFORDSHIRE. 


Political  Character. 

X  HIS  county  is  completely  under  the  direct 
tion  of  ariftocratic  influence.  The  marquis  of 
Stafford  and  lord  Bagot,  have  the  commanding 
intereft.  The  marquis  of  Bath,  earl  of  Stamford^ 
earl  of  Uxbridge,  earl  Talbot,  the  earl  of  Dart- 
mouth, and  lord  Vernon,  have  alfo  a  powerful 
weight  in  this  county ;  but  the  arrangement  of 
I  parties^ 
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fMTt(e9^  alv^ya  thrpwipg  tb?  preponderance  of  if. 
into'  tl^e  fealc  of  the  two  firft^  they  have  gene- 
r9)}y  the  4t^tioB  in  the  choice  of  the  repre- 

« 

.  Ancient  State.  This  county^  vhich  de- 
rives its  name  from  Stafford,  is  bounded  on  the 
north^weftj  by  CheOiire,  on  the  north^eaft,  by 
Derbyfhire,  on  the  (buth-eaft  and  fouth  by  Lei- 
ceftcrlhire,  Warwickfliire,  and  Worcefterfhire, 
^nd  OB  the  weft,  by  Shropfhire ;  extending  forty 
nailes  from  north  to  fouth,  twenty-fix  from  eaft 
to  jwreft,  and  one  hundred  and  forty-one  in  circumr 
ference,  Stafford,  which  is  nearly  in  the  middle 
of  the  county,  is  one  hundred  and  thirty-five 
miles  north-weft  of  Ijondon. 

This  county  contained  about  a  third  part  of 
the  country  anciently  inhabited  by  the  Cornavii; 
and  the  WatUng-ftreet,  and  Ikenald-ftreet,  two 
of  .the  four  great  Roman  military  ways,  paffed 
through  this  county.  The  Watling-ftreet,  ex- 
tending |rom  Warwicklhire,  entered  StaflFord- 
ihire  at  Falkefley-bridge,  near  Tamworth,  and 
running  weftward  pafled  into  l^hropfliire,  at  a 
fmall  diftance   from  Brewood.      Ikenald-ftreet 

Vol.  IL  K  k  entgrs 
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tinters  the  county  at  Streeton^  near  Tu^uiyi  and 
running  fouth-weft^  crofles  Watling-ftreet^  about 
a  mile  fouth  of  Litchfield^  then  pafles  into  War« 
vickfhire,  at  the  village  of  Hanfworth,  near  Bir^ 
mingham.  Upon  thefe  ancient  roads^  there  have 
been  difcovered  in  this  county  confiderable  re- 
mains of  Roman  antiquities. 

It  is  feated  in  the  province  of  Canterbury, 
and  diocefe  of  Litchfield  and  Coventry^  and  has 
one  hundred  and  fifty  pariflies.  It  is  divided 
into  five  hundreds,  containing  the  city  of  Litch- 
field and  feventeen  market-towns^  and  fends  ten 
members  to  parliament,  vi^.  two  knights  of  the 
{hire  for  the  county,  two  citizens  for  the  city  of 
Litchfield,  and  two  reprefentatives  for  each  of 
the  following  boroughs,  Stafford,  Tamworth,  and 
Newcaftle  under  Line. 


STAFFORD  TOWN. 

Political  Character.  This  town  acknow«. 
ledges  no  patron ;  but  how  far  it  may  ftand  clear 
of  corruption,  we  do  not  take  upon  us  to  deter- 
mine.   As  there  has  been  no  public  accufation 

of 


I 

I 
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t(  that  crimes  before  the  houfe  of  commons^  or 
any  other  tribunal,  it  is  far  from  our  purpofe  to 
Step  out  of  our  way  to  explore  its  recefles.  We 
confine  ourfelves  to  aQs  of  notoriety,  and  fuch 
as  have  provoked  the  interpofitiob  of  the  legif- 
lature,  or  incurred  the  chaftifement  of  national 
juftice^.  The  eledors  have  at  prefent  the  honour , 
of  giving  a  feat  to  one  of  the  moft  fhining  oina-^ 
xnents  of  the  Britifli  fenate,  who.poflTefres  thofe 
genuine  priticiple^  of  liberty  which  have  ever 
diftinguifhed  his  great  political  leader,  Mn  Fox^ 
and  which  were  never  difplayed  to  greater  ad^ 
vantage,  than  when  his  eloquence  difpelled  the 
cloud  of  prejudice,  which  was  artfully  and  malig- 
nantly intended  to  envelop  the  luftre  of  the 
French  revolution.  The  family  of  lord  vifcount 
Chetwynd,  of  Ingeftre,  in  this  coiinty,  had  for- 
merly a  confiderable  intereft  in  this  town ;  but 
that  has  ceafed  fince  the  eftates  became  the  pro« 
perty  of  earl  Talbot,  the  prefent  poffeflbr.  * 

Anci£nt  State.  Stafford,  which  gives  name 
to  the  county,  and  was  formerly  itsprincipal  town, 
ftands  on  the  river  Sow,  over  which  it  has  a  hand- 
fdme  done-bridge;  and  is,  in  Dcomfday-book, 
which  was  written  in  the  reign  of' William  the 

K  k  2  «  Con- 
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Conqueror,  called  a  city;  but  it  i^i  not  ap«* 
|>ear  to  have  been  incorporated  be^re  the  rdgn 
of  king  John% 

Upon  a  lo%  hill^  to  the  vreftward  of  the  tiiDWo^ 
flood  Staflfbrd  caAle ;  but  there  are  nofw  only  a  few 
ruins  of  the  walU  remaining*  This  was  the  feat 
of  the  earls  of  Stafibrxi^  who  derive  their  tide 
from  this  town.  Here  ts  an  ancient  cuftomj  cal-* 
led  Borough  Englifii^  by  which,  if  the  father 
dies  inteftate,  the  youngeft  fon  inherits  the  lands 
lying  within  the  liberties  of  the  town. 

«  4 

.  Thi$  borough  fent  anno  23  Edward  L  and 
was  incorporated  amio  3  Edward  VI. 

Corporation.  It  is  governed  by  a  mayor>  a 
recorder,  ten  aldermen^  and  twenty  common- 
councitmea.  Here  the  county  aiizes  and  quar- 
ter-fdHons  are  always  kept. 

'  Right  of  Election.  171O,  25th  Jan. — The 
fons  of  bi^geflesy  and  thofe  who  have  ferved 
apprentieei  feven  years  in  the  boroqgh^  have  9k 
right  (upon  deniand  thereof)  to  be  made  bur^ 
geiTes  of  the  faid  borough. 

1729, 
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ly^a^  c/th  Nbv.— Is  in  the  mayor,  aldermen^ 
fnd  burgefles^  refigiu  within  the  (aid  borough* 

i7a.4«  4th  Feb.-^Perfons  made  burgeffes  of 
the  faid  borough,  fince  the  death  of  John  Dol- 
phin, Efq.  late  member  of  parliament  for  the 
/aid  borough,  (not  being  fons  of  burgefles,  or  not 
liaving  ferved  feven  years  apprenticefhip  within 
the  faid  borough)  had  not  a  right  to  vote  in  the 
late  election  of  a  burgefs  to  ferve  in  this  prefent 
parliament  for  the  faid  borough. 

Number  of  voTERs-*-About  400* 
RsTURKiNG  Officer— The  Mayor*  ' 


JUTCHFIELU 

PoiiTiCAL  Character.  This  city,  which, 
in  conjun<5lion  with  Coventry,  is  a  bifhop's  fec^ 
is  uninfluenced  in  the  eledUon  of  its  members  of 
parliament  The  right  of  eledion  is  of  a  very 
complex  kind,  being  in  the  bailiff,  magiflrates, 
£:eeholders  of  forty  ihillii^s  a  year,  and  all  ths^t 
hold  by  burgage  .tenure,  together  with  fuch  free,, 
men  only  as  are  inroUcd*    It  is  a  county  of  itfelf, 

and 


502  LITCHFIELD. 

« 

and  contains  a  jurifdidtion  of  about  ten  or  twelve 
miles  in  compafs ;  on  which  account  the  (herifl; 
on  the  19th  of  September,  rides  round  the  bounds 
and  gives  a  feaft  to  the  corporation  and  neighs 
bouring  gentry. 

Ancient  State.  The  name  of  this  city  is, 
according  to  fome  authors,  a  corruption  of  Li- 
cidfeld,  its  ancient  Britifli  name,  which  fignifies 
a  field  of  carcafcs,  a  great  flaughtcr  of  Chriftians 
having  been  made  here  in  the  pcrfecution  under 
the  emperor  Dioclefian ;  but  Dr.  Stukely  affirms, 
that  it  received  its  name  from  the  marfhy  bog 
which  furrouiids  ;hc  cl^urch,  the  word  LQ(:hc 
fignifying  a  watery  place. 

Litchfield  ftands  in  a  valley,  three  miles 
fouth  of  the  Trent,  arid  is  divided  by  a  ftrcam 
Twhich  runs  into  that  river.  That  part  of  the  town 
which  is  on  the  fouth  fide  of  this  ftream,  is  termed 
the  City,  and  that  on  the  north  fide  is  called  the 
Clofe,  from  its  being  encompalTed  with  a  wall 
and  dry  ditch  on  every  fide,  except  that  next  the 
City,  which  is  much  the  largeft  part,  and  is  join^ 
f d  to  the  Clofe  by  two  bridges. 
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•  This  place  arofe  from  the  ruins  of  a  Roman 
town^  named  Etocetum,  about  a  mile  diftant,  * 
where  the  Ikening  and  Watling-ftreet  crofs  each 
other,  and  is  now  called  Chefterficld-wall,  from 
fome  remains  of  its  fortifications. 

It  was  made  a  metropolitan  fee  by  king  OfFa; 
and,  together  with  Coventry,  is  the  fee  of  a 
bifhop.  Abouf  the  year  789,  king  Offii,  by  the 
favour  of  pope  Adrian,  conflituted  it  an  archi- 
epifcopal  fee;  but  Litchfield,  about  ten  years 
after,  lofl:  (his  honour,  and  its  church  and  dio- 
cefe  were  again  rendere4  fubjedl  to  the  metro- 
politan fee  of  C^ntfrbury.  In  1075,  this  fee 
was  tranflated  to  Chefler,  and  from  thence,  ii> 
1102,  to  Coventry;  but  fpon  after  the  biihops 
fettled  here  agaiq* 

JL,iTCHF|ELD  giv?3  tho  titlc  of  carl  to  the  fa* 
mily  of  Lee. 

This  city  having  fent  to  parliament^  anno 
33  Edw.  I.  4,  5,  6,  7,  20  Edw.  JI.  and  i,  14, 
27  Edw.  IIL  intermitted  fending  till  the  reiga 
of  JE;<^w.  YL  who  rcftored  and  incorporated  it. 

CORPOf 
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Co&Ton  ATioiir.  It  is  governed  by  two  btilifl&. 
a  recorder,  iheriff,  and  twenty-four  burgefies* 

Right  of  Election,  1701,  10  Mar.— The 
bailiff^  magiflrates,  freeholders  of  forty  {hillings 
a  year,  and  all  that  hold  by  burgage  tenure,  have 
a  right  to  vote. 

Such  freemen  only  of  the  faid  city  as  are  in- 
rolled,  and  pay  fcot  and  lot,  have  a  right  to 
vote. 

Such  freemen  of  the  taylors  company  as  are 
enrolled  in  the  old  book  of  the  conftitutions  of 
the  taylors  company,  in  the  faid  city,  have  not  a 
right  to  vote. 

Such  freemen  only  of  the  taylors  company  as 
are  enrolled  in  the  new  book  of  the  conflitutions 
oT  the  taylors  company,  in  the  city  of  Litchfield^ 
have  a  right  to  vote. 

To  thefe  refolutions  the  houfe  agreed. 

1718, 10  Dec. — k  in  the  bailiff,  ms^ifaateli^ 
freeholders  of  forty  Ihillings  per  annum,  and  mil 
that  hold  by  burgage  tenure,  and  in  fuch  freemen 

only 
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only  of  the  faid  city  as  arc  enroiled^  payii%  icot 
and  lot  there. 

Number  of  voters— 600. 

Returnihg  OFFICERS — The  Iheriff  and  bai- 
liffs. 


NEWCASTLE  UNDER  LINE. 

Political  Character.  The  right  of  elec- 
tion in  this  borough  has  been  attended  with  that 
iingularity  which  diftinguiihes  the  abfurdity  and 
folly  of  the  prcfent  deranged  fyftem  of  partial 
reprefentation. 

This  right  has  three  times  been  the  fubjedt  of 
parliamentary  inveftigation  ;  viz.  in  1624^  i705» 
and^laftly,  in  1792 ;  the  firft  determination  was  in 
favour  of  ancient  cuftom*  which  was  that  of  the 
freemen  refidents,  who  did  not  forfeit  their  claim 
till  a  year  and  a  day  after  they  had  left  the 
town ;  the  fecond,  and  laft,  h^ve  been  confined 
to  the  queflion  of  refidence  for  the  year  and  day 
that  they  had  adhially  ceafed  to  refide^  which  in 
both  cafes  was  decided  againft  this  ridiculour 
cUimi^ 

Ik 
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In  the  trial  of  the  laft  petition,  which  wa$ 
that  of  Thomas  Fletcher,  Efq.  and  Clement 
Rynnerfley,  Efq,  againft  Sir  Archibald  Mac- 
donald  and  the  Hon.  John  Levefon  Gower,  the 
fitting  members,  it  appeared  in  evidence,  that 
a  great  part  of  this  borough  was  the  property  of 
the  marquis  of  Stafford,  whofe  influence  diredls 
the  choice  of  the  eleftors  5  and  that  it  is  very 
cuftomary  for  the  burgefles,  who  are  the  ele<flors, 
to  live  ten,  fifteen,  and  twenty  years,  in  their 
houfes,  without  paying  any  rent,  and  that  the  pre- 
lent  members  are  the  brother,  and  fon-in-law  of 
that  nobleman !  i 

Upon  the  trial  of  the  above  petition,  the 
counfel  for  the  petitioners  dated  the  right  of 
cledion  to  be  in  the  mayor,  bailiifs,  and  bur- 
gefles or  freemen,  whofe  place  of  refidence,  at 
the  time  of  their  giving  their  votes,  was  in  the 
laid  borough ;  or  who,  at  fuch  time,  have  no 
place  of  refidence  elfcwhere,  and  who  have  never 
been  abfent  from  the  borough  for  the  fpace  of  a 
year  and  a  day  without  interruption,  fincc  they 
-^xrc  admitted  to  the  freedom  thereof,  or  whofe 
fjimilies  (if  they  were  mafters  of  families)  have 
not  been  abfent  for  the  fpace  of  time  aforefaid 

without 
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without  interruption,  after  the  time  of  the  ad- 
million  of  fiich  burgeffe^  or  freemen,  having  fa- 
milies, to  the  freedom  of  the  faid  borough. 

i 

The  counfel  for  the  fitting  members  flated 
the  right  of  eledion  to  be  in  the .  freemen  refid^ 

• 

ing  in  the  borough  of  Ncwcaftle,  and  not  re* 
cciving  alms  or  church-bread ;  and  that  perfons 
living  a  year  and  a  day  out  of  the  borough  loft 
their  freedom. 

The  committee  determined,  that  neither  of 
the  ftatemenis  delivered  in  by  the  petitioners,  or 
fitting  members,  were  the  fpecific  right  of  voting 
for  this  borough,  but  that  the  right  was,  *'  In 
•*  the  freemen  refiding  in  the  borough  of  New- 
*'  caftle  under  Line," 

Ancient  SrATE.  Newcaftle  under  Line  re- 
ceives  its  name  from  a  caftle  now  in  ruins,  built 
in  the  rcign  of  Henry  III.  which  was  called 
New,  to  diftinguiih  it  from  an  older  caftle^^ 
which  ftood  at  Chefterton,  a  village  in  its  neigh- 
bourhood, and  was  afterwards  called  Newcaftle 
under  Lin^,  or  Lime,  from  its  iituation  upon  the 
caft  fide  of  a  branch  of  th?  Trent,  called  the 

i  Line. 
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Unt,  or  lime ;  but  the  caftle  hn$  been  Iqi^ 
leYcIIed  with  the  ground.    It  is  fituated  fourteea 

_  _  s 

miles  north  by  weft  of  Scaiibrd»  thirty-on^ 
north^^weft  of  Litchfield^  and  one  hundred  and 
fbrQr^nine  iiorth-we(t  of  London. 

This  borough  was  incorporated  bjr  king; 
Henry  I,  and  again  by  queen  Elizabeth  and 
)ung  Charles  IL  and  began  to  fend  members 
anno  27  Edward  IIL 

Corporation.  It  is  governed  by  a  mayor, 
two  bailiffs^  and  twenty«four  common-counciU 
men. 

The  corporation  has  a  court  for  holding  pleas, 
for  any  fum  under  40!. 

Right  of  Election — 1624,  9  April.  Was 
(before  the  charter)  in  the  mayor^  bailffis,  and 
common-councilmen ;  and  it  was  refolved^  That 
the  late  conftitution  altered  not  the  former  cuf-. 
torn. 

1705,  27  February.  The  right  was  agreed  to 
be  in  the  mayor,  buigei&s,  and  freemen^  refidenc 
within  the  borough. 


t^ii  March  71.    In  ihc  freemen  refiding  in 
the  borough  of  NewcaiUe  under  Line. 

NtJMBtR  or  voTB&fr-^*664. 
Returning  off ickr — The  Mayor* 
Patron— Marquix^j  of  Stafford- 


TAMWORTH. 

PotiTiCAL  Charact£R«  This  borough  ww 
the  joint  property  of  the  Marquis  Townfliend, 
and  the  Marquis  of  Bath;  but  the  latter  hav. 
ing  fold  his  (hare  to  Mr.  Ped,  the  banker, 
that  gentleman  has  eflabliflied  a  confiderable 
manufkdory  bcre^  and  is  one  of  its  pre&nt 
members. 

The  freeholders  had  formerly  votes^  in  com* 
mon  with  the  inhabitant  houfeholders ;  but'  they 
loft  that  privilege  by  a  refolution  of  the  houfe  of 
commons^  1722. 

Ancient  State.  Tamworth,  receives  ic» 
ntme  from,  cfae  river  Thame^  ^  which  it  is  fii 
equally  divided^  that  hjilf  of  the  town  (lands  on  the 

3  weft 
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weft  fide  of  that  river  in  ScafTordfhure,  and  thtf 
other  half  in  Warwickftxirc ;  for  which  reafon 
each  fide  choofes  a  reprefcntative  in  parliament  5 
the  borough  is  by  fome  writers  placed  in  Staf-. 
fordfliire,  and  by  others,  in  Warwickfliire. 
When  it  was  built  does  not  appear ;  but  it  muft 
have  been  very  ancient,  as  king  Offa  had  a  feat 
here,  in  the  year  781. 

This  town  appears  to  have  been  incorporated 
by  queen  Elizabeth,  and  firft  fent  to  parliament 
in  the  fifth  year  of  her  reign. 

Corporation.— Confifts  of  two  bailiffsy  a  re- 
corder, and  twenty-four  principal  burgefles. 

The  corporation  have  power  to  keep  a  three 
weeks  court  of  record,  and  a  court-leet  twice 
a  year ;  they  have  alfo  a  jail,  and  a  common 
feal. 

Right  of  Election — 1698,  17  March.  I» 
in  the  inhabitants  paying  fcot  and  lot,  and  in 
fuch  perfons  as  have  fireeholds  within^  the  faid 
borough,  whetbep  refideni  in  the  faid  borough  or 

not. 

1722, 


buf^olk.  sit 

1711,  ^3  January.  Is  in  the  inhabitants  be- 
ii^  houfcholdcrs,  paying  fcot  and  lot,  and .  not 
receiving  alms. 

Number  op  vot^hs — About  250. 

Returning  officers — The  two  bailiffs. 

Patrons— Marquis  Townlhend  and  Robert 
Pee!,  Efq. 


SUFFOLK. 

Political  Character.  This  county  pof- 
fefles  much  independent  fpirit,  which  it  never 
fails  to  exert  when  called  forth  into  afiion. 
In  the  year  1784,  the  people,  in  confequence 
of  the  connexions  6f  Sir  T.  C.  Bunbury^ 
Bart,  with  the  coalition  formed  by  lord  North 
and  Mr.  Fox,  propofed,  as  a  candidate,  for 
their  reprefentation,  Jofhua  Grigby,  Efq.  with 
whofe  attachment  to  the  caufe.*  of  liberty  in 
all  its  branches,  and  averiion  to  ariftocratic  influ- 
ence, they  were  well  acquainted ;  and  their  exer.- 
tions  in  his  favour  were  finally  fuccefsful.  At 
the  laft  cledkion  in  1790,  Mr.  Grigby.  declined 
Ih^  honour  that  vras  intended  him,  when  Sir 

Gerard 
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Gerard  Vanneck  was  thought  the  bef|  fi^bftiiate 
to  fupply  the  place  of  that  gemlemaii.  Th« 
fuccefs  of  the  independent  yeomanry  woukL  itt 
this  inftance^  as  well  as  the  former  one,  have 
been  certain,  but  for  the  union  of  fo  many  he- 
terogeneous fubftances,  as  admintAration,  op- 
pofition  and  ariftocracy.  The  jundtioo  of  all 
thefe  parties,  and  the  intereft  arifing  from  ir^ 
was  hardly  fufficient  to  overthrow  and  fubdue 
the  laudable  efforts  which  were  ufed  againft  it^ 
as  appears  by  the  poll;  when  the  numbers  were^ 

For  Sir  T.  C  Bunbury,  Bart.      3065 
Sir  J.  Rous,  Bait«.  2755 

Sir  Gerard  Vanneck,  Bart.     3047 

Akcisnt  StAT^^  Suffolk^  which  fignifie^ 
$outh-folk»  or  Southern  people^  was  fo  called 
fay  the  Saxons,  on  account  of  its  being  inhabited 
by  the  fou^faern  branch  of  the  £aft-Ang}es,  and 
to  exprefs  its  fituation^  wiib  refped  to  the  nO£* 
them  people  of  that  nation,  in  the  county  of 
Norfolk.  It  is  a  maritime  county^  bounded  on 
the  eaft^  by  die  German  ocean ;  on  the  norths  by 
Norfolk,  from  which  it  is  lieparated  by  the  .  ri^ 
vers,  the  Little  Oufe,  and  the  Waveny ;  on  tbn 

weft. 
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yfhd^,  by  Cftmbfidgefiiife^  and  on  the  Ibuth  by 
£flekj  from  wbich  it  h  divided  by  the  riirtt 
Stoiitu 

This  county,  at  the  tnvafion  of  the  Romana, 
vas  part  of  the  territory  inhabited  by  the  Iceni^ 
and  Mr.  Camden,  from  the  iimilitude  of  the 
names  of  feveral  villages,  is  of  opinion^  that  it 
vas  the  diftrid  in  which  they  principally  redded. 
Here  were  two  Roman  ftations  on  the  weftern 
fide  of  the  county,  upon  the  military  way  called 
Ermine-ftttet ;  and  thb  remiitis  of  fortifications, 
barroWs^  sihd  Rohian  coirts,  have  been  fouh^ 
here^  iA  as  great  plenly  as  in  other  paxt^  of  Eng- 
land. 

This  county  is  divided  into  two  parts;  the 
fiirft,  called  the  franchife  or  liberty  of  St.  Ed* 
tiiond,  which  contains  th^  weftern  part  of  the 
eoiinty }  and  the  fccond,  called  the  geldable 
lahd,  contains  the  eaftern  pari.  Each  of  thefe 
furntfiiea  a  diftind  grand  jury  at  the  county  af- 
fizes;  In  the  franchifes,  the  iffues  and  forfei-i 
tarfes  aire  paid  to  the  lords  of  the  liberties,  and 
HI  the  geldable  part,  they  are  paid  to  the  king^ 
There  are  likewife  two  other  general  divifions 

Vot.  II.  L  I  of 
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of  this  county^  into  High  Suffolk  and  Low  Suf-* 
folk,  which  is  fubdivided  into  twen^-two  hun. 
dreds*  It  is  fuuated  in  the  province  of  Canter* 
bury  and  diocefe  of  Norwich;  has  575  pariflie^^ 
29  market  towns^  and  fends  fixteen  members  to 
parliament. 


IPSWICH. 


Political  Character.    This  borough  is  in-. 

dependent  of  influence,  except  what  may  be  cor- 

juptly  eftabliihed  by  the  candidates,  or  their 

agents,  at  the  time  of  eleflion,  as  the  following 

cafe,  which  was  tried  before  a  committee  of  the 

houfe  of  commons,  in  1780,  will  explain:  the 

petition  of  Charles  Alexander  Crickitt,  £,fq. 

ftated,  that  Mr.  Cator,  the  fitting  member,  had, 

by  bimfelf  or  his  agents,  after  the  tefte  of  the 

writ,  been  guilty  of  a  moft  notorious  and  fku 

grant  attempt  to  bribe  the  corporation  of  Ipfwich 

to  de6l  him,  by  offering  a  large  fum  of  money  to 

them  for  that  purpofe ;  that  he  had,  in  the  fame 

manner,  been  guilty  of  bribing  the  elefiors  of 

the  borough,  by  promifes  of  prefents,  and'  by 

treating ; 
5 
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treating ;  that  one  of  the  returning  oflBcers  wa& 
&n  avowed  agent  of  Mn  Cator»  and  did,  by  hia 
diredion,  corrupt  the  eledors  to  vote  for  him ; 
in  confequence  whereof^  xhany  6f  them  did  vote 
for  hirb.;  that  by  thefe 'means  Mr,  Cator 'had- 
procured  an  illegal  majority  of  votes  over  the 
petitioner,  who  .would  otherwife  Have  been 
.  elected  aiid  return^. 

No  objeflion  was  made  to  the  ele6lion  of  Mr. 
Middleton.  By  the  opening  of  the  cafe  it  ap- 
peared/ that  the  petitioner  Endeavoured  to  avoid 
the  election  of  Mr;  Cator,  by  proceeding  upon 
idl  the  chatges  in  the  petition  •  and  accordingly 
evidence  was  produced  upon  all  bf  them. 

(JpoK  the  firft  point  the  following  fa6ls  were 
giveh  in  evidence  c 

Th£  ele£lors  of  this  borough  are  two  bailiffs, 
tep  portmeOj  twenty-four  common-council  men, 
and  an  indefinite  number  of  freemen ;  they 
have  been  fdt  a  long  time  divided  into  two  par* 
tieai  diftinguiihed  by  the  names  of  Blues  and 
Yellows  i  at  the  head  of  the  former  are  the  com- 
SKm«councUmen ;  the  latter  is  headed  by  the 

L  1  ^  portmen. 


portmeiu  The  Ydlow^  b^  be^«  predommanc 
at  the  late  ela£kio;i$ ;  Mr.Wqllaftori)  one  of  the 
Igtc  menibev^^  had  he^n  ruppprte4  by  thisfp^  apd 
^ing  libTQSul  ^t  the  time  of  the  late  eledion^ 
hif  bfotbisr^  the  Risy.  Df*  WoUafton^  prppofjed 
hifta  t$  a  candidate  up^n  that  intereft.  Mr, 
Stauiit(Hi>  the  other  late  men^bcri  declined  thU 
ele6tion.  Mr.  Middleton  yfw  Aipported  by  the 
Blues,  on  which  intereft  he  had  failed  in  the  laft 
conteft. 

The  laft  i^ledtion  happened  on  Saturday,  the 
3d  of  April :  in  the  preceding  weck^  the  Blues 
had  propofdd  to  the  Yellows  to  fiipport  WoUaC* 
ton,  if -the  Ydlows  would  fupport  Middleton^ 
and  thus  fettle  their  differences ;  but  this  was 
rcjctted  by  the  Yellows,  who  then  had  hopes  of 
carrying  both  members ;  and  they  perfuaded  Ht* 
WoUafton,  againil  his  own  inclination,  to  join 
with  Cator,  whom  they  had  invited  to  (land: 
about  the  ftime  time,  the  portmen,  who  were  toM 
by  Dr.  WoUafton  that  he  M'ould  fpend  no  money 
in  tfie  election,  afked  him  to  withdraw  his  bro^ 
ther ;  which  he  reftifed.  Cator  was  at  this  tim^ 
a  ftranger  to  the  borough.  On  the  Mondiq^ 
before  tke  deAioh,  Dr.  WoUafton,  by  appoMit*. 

men^ 


ihent,  met  Mr.  Cator  at  tfi*  houfc  of  Mr.  Com« 
wall,  a  bsmker  in  Ipfwicli,  and  partner  in  Aat 
bufinefs  with  the  bailiff  Spooner.  Here  thefe 
ehree  held  a  converfation  about  th^  cledlion: 
Cornwall,  who  had  befor*  been  told  hy  Dr. 
WoUafton,  that  he  would  not  fpehd  more  thaii 
jool.  on  the  dedion,  and  had  communicated 
fhis  to  Mr.  Cator,  in  this  converfation  faid  to 
Dr.  Wollafton,  *«  he  had  efthnated  the  expence 
**  at  about  2000 1.;  that  Cator  was  willing  to  ad- 
*^  vance  1700I;  of  this  fum,  if  WoUafton  would 
'*  anfwcr  for  the  remaining  3O0L"  This  being 
agreed  to  by  the  latter,  Cornwall  iaid,  <*  if  the 
*•  expences  were  to  be  paid  at  his  bank;  he 
"  ihould  expeft  a  depofit  of  the  money  before 
<*  hand ;"  this  was  likewile  i^eed'to,  anddieii 
they  went  about  the  town  on  a  joint  canvas  for 
WoUafton  and  CatcH*.  On  the  fame  day  Cator 
paid  17001.  into  Cornwall's  banking-houfo ;  on 
the  next  day,  at  Cator's  defire,  the  above  agree- 
ment was  put  in  writing  and  figned;  it  is  as 
follows : 

«*  Mr.  WoUafton,  by  Dr.  Wolhfton^  depofits 
♦■  300 1.  in  the  hands  of  Mcflrs.  Alexander,  Comi. 
•*  wall,  and  Spooner;  and  John  Cator  having 

*'  depofited 
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*'  d^pofited  1700L  in  the  faxne  hands,  forth^ 
**  purpofe  of  paying  the  tfXpcnccs  already  in-, 
"  cuirred/  and  which  may  be  incuricd,  for  their 
^  eledion;  and  it  is  s^grecd,-  if  the  exp^nce  is 
*'  lefs  than  2090!.  all  the  money  remaining  (hall 
*•  be  returned  to  John  p^tor ;  and  if  the  e^^:* 
''  pences  exceed  2000 1.  all  above  that  fum  is  to 
be  paid  in  equal  portions  by  Dr.  WoUaflot) 
•*  and  John  Cator.  In  witnefs  whereof,  tb^y 
<*  have  fet  their  names  this  30th  March,  1794. 

**  Fred.  Wo^lastok. 

**  John  Cator. 

* 

...    I 
N.  p.    **  If  the  expence  dpc^  npt  amount  to 

"  i20ol.  Dr.  Wollafton  is  to  have  returned  the 

^^  proportion: of  one  to  four." 


Cf 

•  ^ 

4C 


.  Dr.  WoUafton  in  ^is  evidence  i&id,  be  had  no 
Jcnowledge  of  eledion  matters,  nor  of  the  parti- 
cular  expences,  or  the  manner  in  which  they 
were  incurred,  in  an  eledipn  at  Ipfwich ;  he 
had  heard  that  a  great  deal  was  incurred  on  ac* 
count  of  the  out- voters ;  and  being  told  by 
Cornwall,  that  the  expences  of  the  former  elec- 
tion had  exceeded  the  above  fum,  he  relied  on 

•  •  .         »  .  • 

his  eftimate,  as  he  made  it,  without  knowing 


how^ 


h&w,  in  particular^  the  money  was  to  be  applied ; 
but  he  underftood  it  was  for  neceflary  joint  ex* 
pences  of  the  eledion,  and  not  to  be  ufed  for 
any  purpofes  in  which  both  parties  were  not 
concerned ;  and  that  no  unlawful  ufe  would  be- 
made  of  it.  Cornwall  was  to  diiburfe  the  money, 
and  to  return  the  remainder,  if  any,  with  an  ac- 
count. He  wiihcd  the  tranfadHon  to  have  been 
kept  fecret,  though  not  from  any  notion  of  its 
being  wrong;  but  found  it  was  known  to  all  his. 
principal  friend^  in  the  corporation* 

In  the  courffc  of  the  canvas,  he  perceived  his 
brother's  intereft  to  have  declined  confiderably, 
and  hereupon  determined,  after  confulting  one 
or  two  private  friends,  to  withdraw  bis  name, 
on  being  indemnified  the  expences  at  that  time 
incurred.  On  the  Thurfday  before  the  eleAion, 
at  Cornwall's  houfe,  in  the  prefence  of  Cator, 
Cornwall,  Spooner,  Notcote  the  town  clerk,  and 
one  or  two  more  of  the  corporation,  he  faid,  he 
feared  his  brother  might  fail,  and  afked  thetn^ 
^  If  Middleton  fhould  be  at  the  head  of  the 
•*  poll,  whom  they  would  defert,  Cator  or  his 
••  brother  ?•'  To  this  queftion  no  anfwer  waa 
^de ;  upon  which  he  faid  to  them,  '*  I  now  fee 

^  you 


«^  ym  would  dqfert  nff  ^oiothrr  nttA  fopppit  C 
^<*  tor  ;*'  hcf eupon  Notcoie  came  fonvaid  aini 
fiid,  *^  What  would  our  enemies,  fay  of  us.  if  wq  . 
<^  iliould  not»  as  he  pay.s  fo  much  more  than^ 
*'.  you."    No  nouore  waj  (aid  on  the  fubjeft.    In 
the  afternoon  of  that  day.  Dr.  Wollanrcm  offerectf 
te  withdraw  his  brother,  according,  to  his  firft  re^ 
Iblution,  and  Mr  Cator  agreed  to  repay  him. 
what  he  had  laid  out  upon  his  canvas:  as  to 
the  300 1.  he  had  not  paid  it  into  the  bank. 

Mr.  Cornwall  in  his  evidence  faid,  that  he- 
had  known  Mr*  Cator  befor^e,  and  would  hs^ve 
trufted  him  wijth  a^y.  furp,  l^/f  would  not  havei 
gj^v^n  credit  t;q  ^hc  parties  j^qintly ;  for  which 
reafo^  he  4e^ed  ^;  (jbpofit,  as»  he  had  before, 
found  di^cifltics  in  gettii^g  the  mppi^y  advanced ; 
that  he  believed  the  1700I.  was  intended  for  the, 
con^mpi^  expencef  of  the  clejftioij,  jointly  with 
thjB  300  L  bjut  that  it  was  liable  to  fuch  ufes  as 
Carpr  might  thinlf  prpper,  and,  he  migbt  hav^, 
dfiawn  for  it  without  defraying  the  expences ;  on^ 
Wpg  alked  "  Where  then  was  the  fccurity  of 
^f  the  depofit?"  h^.&id,  it. was  fq,  notwit;h« 
ftandtng>  in  hj^  mind.  Being  alked  if  he  did 
not  knpw,  befoiT^dip  meeting^  of  Ca^r  anfi 

WoUafton^ 


WiAUSbn,  that  the  former  was  tormakca  dfepo^ 
fit?  be  laid,  be  could  not  recoUe6k  this  mth 
certainty;  he  was  not  fure^  but  believed  not« 
Ue  de^ivqrcd  in  an  account  current  of  his  houfo 
with  Cator  for  the  1 700  L  of  which»  about  i  lool. 
was  Ipent,  the  reft  was  repaid  to  him  on  a 
draugjit  of  the  S4th  of  May;  the  dift^urfement 
of  the  money  was  made  under  the^  diredion  of 
Spooner.  Mn  Cornwall  fiid^  he  himfelf  wasr 
no  corporator. 

All  the  expences  were  paid  out  of  his  iuqd^ 

In  order  to  ihew  that  the  lawful  expences  of 
the  eledlion^  particularly  the  travelling  chai^eg 
of  the  out-^votcrs.  could  not  require  fuch  a  fum 
^  Mr.  Cator  placed  in  Cornwall's  hands^  the 
counfel  for  the  petitioner  gave  in  evidence  the 
following  account  of  the  fituation  of  the  voters 
for  him>  which  had  been  examined  with  thc^U. 
and  the  diftances  proved ; 


LIST 


jte  IFSWICH. 

■ 

LIST  of  the  OUT-VOTERS  for  Cator^  and  of  tbq  ) 

diftaRces  of  their  refidence  from  Ipfwich.  I 

Milei.     Voten, 


Rdident  at  Harwich,  diftant 

11 

• 

37 

Ditto,  withip          ^y            ^ 

5 

- 

8 

Ditto^  between         ^         - 

5  &  10 

- 

^3 

Ditto            -           -        - 

10&  15 

- 

IS 

Ditto        ■     r           r         T 

15  &  20 

- 

12 

Ditto 

20  &  30 

- 

10 

Ditto             T            -         r 

1 

30&40 

- 

5 

Ditto            -           -        - 

40&50 

- 

4 

Ditto            •          -        - 

50  &  60 

- 

% 

Ditto  (including  London  anc} 

• 

its  environs)         ^ 

60  &  70 

■ 

39 

Ditto,  between        •         - 

1 

70  &:  80 

- 

»7 

« 

158 

Voters  for  C^tojr  rcfident  at  Ipfwich 

1 

139 

Total        «97 

Upon  the  charge  of  corrupt ing  the  eledors^ 
th?  fadb  proved  were  as  follow : 

An  extenfive  diftributiox^  of  money  wa^ 
made,  after  the  eledtion,  to  piany  of  the  out-^. 
ypter^  for  lofs  of  time,  with  the  approbation^ 

of 
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pf  Mr.  Cator^  out  of  the  fum  in  the  banker^ 
bands ;  thirteen  voters^  rcfident  in  London  or  ifi| 
X]ieighbpurhood»  who  were  examined  before  the 
copimittee^  were  paid  three  guineas  each  imme- 
diately after  the  eleftion;  they  had  all  their 
travelling  expences  paid  befides;  this  fum  was 
given  without  enquiry  into  their  circumftances, 
or  the  profits  of  their  feveral  employments, 
whicji  ^erc  various;  fome  being  capable  of 
earning  five  or  feyen  {hillings  a  day,  and  others 
two  (hillings ;  they  were  abfent  from  their  bufi- 
nefs,  fomc  four  days,  fome  five ;  to  none  of  them 
was  any  diredl  expe<fla;ion  given  of  a  reward  for 
their  votes ;  two  or  three  were  told,  when  can- 
yafled  by  Cator*s  agent,  Prigg,  whom  he  had 
employed  to  canvas  and  convey  voters  to  Ipl^ 
wich,  that  **  they  fliould  be  fatisfied  for  loft  of 
"  time.'!  Some  of  them  had  voted  at  former 
eledions,  and  had  received  a  fimilar  gratuity, 
and  faid  they  expeded  it  at  this.  One  man  iaid 
to  the  committee,  "  he  could  not  tell  what  the 
*'  three  guineas  were  for,  unlefs  for  his  vote/' 
One,  when  canvafled  by  Cator*s  agent,  bargained 
that  his  fon  fhould  go  and  take  up  his  freedom, 
and  was  afterwards  paid  five  guineas  by   the 

*  •  «  . 

fame  perfon,  for  himfelf  and  his  fon,  though  his 

ion  did  not  vote. 

The 


|ti(  IBSWIClf. 

The  greater  number  of  thefe  thirteen  did  nee 
promife  their  vQte$  to  Cator  before  they  went  to 
Ipfwich^  though  they  travelled  there  at  his  ex-^ 
pence.    They  voted  for  Middleton  and  Cator. 

FiVK  voters,  refident  at  Harwich,  likewife 
gave  their  evidence  to  the  committee:  thcfo 
men,  in  the  fame  circumilances  as  the  others 
from  London,  had  in  the  fame  manner  received 
a  guinea  and  a  half  a-piece ;  and  it  ai>peared 
that  the  fame  fum  was  given  to  moft  of  the  Har- 
wich voters.  Harwich  is  eleven  miles  diflant 
irom  Ipfwich,  and  the  paflage  by  water  (their 
ufiial  way  of  going  thither)  cofts  fixpence :  they 
were  abfent  on  Saturday  and  Sunday.  To  alt 
thefc  Cator  was  a  ftrangcr  at  the  time  of  the 
eIe6iion,  and  fome  of  them  came  to  Ipf>vich  in- 
tending to  vote  for  Wollafton, 

It  was  admitted  by  the  counfel  on  both  fides, 
that  Middleton  and  Cator  had  no  joint  expences 
in  the  election.  And  it  was  either  proved  or 
admitted,  that  all  the  London  voters  generally 
received  three  guineas  a-piece  after  the  cledion, 
out  of  the  money  depofitcd. 

Upo>{ 


Veos  the  charge  af^ft  SpooAer^  tht&  fai6l» 
i^pe«red  in  evidence^ 

That  he  had  a  very  cxtenlive  influence  ia 
Ipfwich ;  that  he  canvafled  the  town  for  W0I-. 
lafton    and  Cator^    and  afterwards  for   Catoc 
fingly ;   wrote  letters  folkiting  votes  for  him^ 
and  in  particular  to  Prigg,  before  mentioned^ 
in  London^  to  canvas  for  him  and  Woliaftdn» 
whofe  bills  of  expences  he  patd^  and  to  whom 
he  gave,    or  fent  money  to  pay  fome  of  the 
London  voters  the  three  guineas ;  he  likewife 
cold   Prigg,    that   he   had  given  one   Bumef 
one  hundred  and  fifty  guineas  for  paying  ex-« 
pences.    In  Cator's  prefence  he  fent  an  agent  n 
London,  in  order  to  accompany  the  freemen  to 
Ipfwich,    and    afterwards    paid   him    for   hit 
trouble.    He  gave  orders  at  two  inns  for  ^ncer« 
caining  fome  of  the  London  voters,  and  after- 
Wards  paid  the  bills.     He  paid  fome  of  the 
Harwich  voters  a  guinea  and  a  half  for  lofs  of 
lime ;  in  Gator's  prefence  he  told  one  who  had 
▼oced,  that  He  (hould  have  three  guineas  when 
Ke  came  to  London;  and  paid  feveral  bills  of  the 
dcdtion  expences. 

BsiNG 


Being  examined  himfelf,  he  (aid  he  had  dontf 
every  thing  in  the  eleAioh  which  one  ffiend 
does  fdr  another;  had  voted  for  Cator,  and»  ad 
i  banker^  paid  his  draughts  for  the  expeaces*. 

The  following  Evidence*  was  given  of  one  par*i 
ticular  charge  bf  bribery  by  Spobner. 

« 

One  Reynolds,  who  had  voted  in  the  eleftiort 

in  1780,  for  Staunton  and  Wollafton,  had  been 

empiloyed  at  the  fame  time  in  fome  eledioh 

bufinei^  for  that  party,  upon  whom  he  now  had 

a  demand  of  4L  16  s^  for  expences  then  in-^ 

curred,  and  not  paid.     He  met  Spooner  at  Ipf-^ 

wich  at  this  lad  eledion,  and  aflced  him)  why 

this  demand  had  not  been  paid  according/  to  hitf 

(Spooner's)  promife?    Spooner  tokt  him,  "  it 

''  fhould  be  fettled ;   that  Wollaftoh  had  de« 

•*  dined,  Cator  was  in  his  intefcft:'*  whereupon 

he  went  to  the  poll,  and  voted  for  Gator  and 

M iddleton.     Reynolds  faid  in  his  evidence,'  he 

ihould  not  have  voted  for  the  Yellow^,  if  he  had 

not  been  made  eafy  on  this  demand.     This  man 

went  to  Ipfwich  on  the  part  of  Middleton»  and 

was  paid  three  guineas  by  his  agent  after  the 

cledion. 

Upoif 


Upon  thefe  faQs,  the  counfcl  for  the  petitioner 
agreed^  That  the  eledion  of  Mr,  Cator  had  been 
obtained  by  corrupt  influence^  and  mud  be  de- 
clared void. 

June  1 8.  The  committee  determined,  •'  That 
«•  neither  the  fitting  member  nor  the  petitioner 
*'  were  duly  eledted,  and  that  the  laft  eledion 
«  was  void  as  to  Mr.  Cator." 

A  NEW  writ  was  accordingly  iillied,  and  Mr. 
Crickitt  was  unanimoufly  eledled. 

At  the  laft  general  elcAion  in  1790,  Mn 
Middlcton  and  Mr.  Crickitt  were  oppofed  by  Sir 
John  Hadley  D'Oylcy  and  major  Rochfort.  At 
the  clofc  of  the  poll  the  numbers  were,  for 

Sir  John  Hadley  D*Oyley  323 

C.  A.  Crickitt,  Efq.  3 1 2 

William  Middleton,  Efq.  299 

Major  Rochfort  243 

By  the  event  of  this  poll,  the  borough  loft,  in 
Mr.  Middlcton,  a  reprefentative,  whofe  indq>cn-. 
dence  was  an  ornament  to  the  firitiih  fenate. 


(    5*«    ) 

IPSWICH. 

Akcient  SxAtE.  Ipfwicb^  is  a  corruption 
of  its  old  Saxon  name^  Gyperfwic,  which  it  re-> 
ceived  from  its  fituation  on  the  river  Gipping. 
It  is  fituated  eighteen  miles  north-eaft  of  Colchef- 
ter,  fifty-four  fouth-weft  of  Yarmouth,  twelve 
north-weft  of  Harwich^  and  fixty-eight  north« 
eaft  of  London. 

It  is  a  town  of  great  antiquity,  and  had  char- 
ters and  a  mint  as  early  as  the  reign  of  king 
John.  This  town  enjoys  feveral  confiderable 
privileges,  fuch  as  the  pafling  of  fines  and  reco- 
Yeries,  trying  both  civil  and  criminal  caufes,  and 
even  holding  pleas  of  the  crown.  The  aflize  of 
wine,  bread,  and  beer,  is  alfo  appointed  by  the 
magiftrates.  The  corporation  has  an  admiralty 
jurifdidioBy  and  is  entitled  to  all  waifs,  ftrays, 
and  goods  caft  on  Ihore^  within  that  jurifdidlion, 
which  includes  all  the  coaft  of  Suffolk,  and  ex- 
tends, on  the  Eflex  coaft,  beyond  Harwich.  No 
freeman  can  be  Compelled  to  ferve  on  juries  out 
of  the  iown>  or  be  obliged  to  bear  any  office  for 
the  kingi  cxcefit  that  of  iheriff*  of  the  county. 
S  Here 
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tl^re  is  a  town-^hall  and  a  council-chamber ;  a 

« 

fliire-hall  for  the  county  feflions;  and  ina  part 
of  an  ancient  monaftery^  is  held  the  quarter-fef- 
fions  for  the  Ipfwich  divifion ;  -another  part  of 
which  building  is  converted  into  a  jail. 

This  town  fent  ai origine^ 

Corporation.  By  charter  of  Charles  II.  it 
is  governed  by  two  bailiffs^  a  recorder,  ten  port- 
men,  and  twenty.four  common-councilmen. 

« 

kiGHT  OF  Election. — 1710,  3d  February.  Is 
ill  the  bailiffs,  portmen,  common-councilmen^ 
and  freemen  at  large,  not  receiving  alms. 

17141  31  March*  Portmen,  are  an  effential 
conftituent  part  of  the  great  court  for  making 
freemen  of  the  faid  borough ;  without  fome  of 
which  portmen  being  prefent,  the  faid  court 
cannot  be  held* 

* 

1714,  1  April.  A  motion  being  made,  and 
the  queftion  being  put,  that  the  perfons  voted 
freemen  at  the  pretended  great  courts  held  in 
the  corporation  of  Ipfwich,  15  June,  7  Auguft, 
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25  and  28  September,  171 1>  without  any  Ie« 
gal  portmen  then  prefent,  were  duly  made, 
and  have  a  right  to  rote  for  members  to  ferve  in 
parliament  for  the. borough  of  Ipfwich  1  it  paflfed 
in  the  negative. 

Number  of  voters— 62 j. 

* 

Returning  officers — The  two  bailifis.    . 


D  U  N  W  I  C  H. 

Political  Character.  This  town,  which  was 
fermerlfy  the  moft  confiderable  in  the  county  of 
Suffolk^  and  the  fee  of  a  biihop,  is  now  reduced 
to  a  mean  village  of  about  thirty  houfes,  with 
only  one  church  left,  and  that  in  part  demolifb- 
ed«  It  ftill,  however,  retains  ibe  name  of  a 
corporation,  having  two  batltfFs,  and  twelve 
capital  burgefles,  all  of  whom  refide  in  other 
parilhes-,  and  never  aflemble  here  but  upon  elec- 
tion purpofes,  for  the  choice  of  baiKfR,  ormeii>- 
bers  of  parliament. 

The  deftruQion  of  this  borough  was  occafionw 

ed  by  the  incurlion  of  the  fea,  feven  of  its  pa- 

riihes  out  of  eight  having  been  deftroyed  :  and 

the  encroachment  that  is  ftill  making,  will  pro- 

4  bably^ 


bab)y>  in  a  few  years,  oblige  tbe  eonftituent  body 
to  betake  tbemfelves  to  a  boat,  whenever  the 
king's  writ  fhall  fummon  them  to  the  exercife  of 
their  eleftive  fundions ;  as  the  neceffity  of  ad- 
hering iofortHS^  in  th't  farcical  folemnity  of  bo* 
rough  ele6tionSj  is  not  to  be  difpenfed  with. 

This  is  one  of  thofe  places  which,  with  Or-^ 
ford,  in  this  county,  Caftle  Rifing,  in  Norfolk^ 
Gatton,  in  Surrey,  Old  Sarum,  in  Witfliire^ 
with  many  others,  which  have  fcarcely  the  ap- 
pearance of  having  ever  been  tbe  feat  of  popu-» 
lation,  eled  a  majority  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
while  the  towns  of  Birmingham^  Manchefter,  Shef* 
field,  Leeds,  Halifax,  and  Wolverhampton^ 
whicb  are  tbe  firft  in  opulence,  manufaQure,  and 
population,  are  as  much  excluded  from  all  fliare 
in  the  legiflature  of  their  country«  as  Pekin,  or 
Conftantinople. 

The  right  of  ele&ion  in  this  borough  (if  we 
may  be  allowed  to  call  it  by  fuch  a  name),  is  in 
the  freemen,  inhabiting  within  the  remains  of 
the  borough,  and  not  receiving  alms. 

Ancient  State.  Dunwich^  which  was  for- 
merly a  celebrated  city,  and  a  confiderable  fea« 

M  m   2  portj 
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port,  is  now  a  remarkable  proof  of  the  inftabilk/ 
of  all  fublunary  things ;  it  being  reduced  to  a 
mean  village  of  about  thirty-five  houfes,  and 
only  one  church  left,  which  is  in  part  demolifhed  ; 
notwithftanding  which,  it  ftill  retains  the  name 
of  a  corporation. 

.  In  the  firft  year  of  the  reign  of  king  John,  it 
had  a  charter  of  liberties,  in  which  the  burgefles, 
^mong  other  things,  had  the  privilege  of  giving; 
felling,  or  otherwife  difpofing  of,  their  lands  and 
houfes,  within  the  town,  at  pleafure.  This  char- 
ter coft  the  citizens  three  hundred  marks,  befides 
ten  falcons,  and  five  gyr  falcons«  In  the  reign  of 
Rich.  I.  Dunwich  was  fined  one  thoufand  and  fix- 
ty  marks,  Orford  fifteen,  Ipfwich  two  hundred^ 
and  Yarmouth  two  hundred,  for  the  unlawful 
pradlice  of  fupplying  the  enemy  with  corn; 
which  may  give  fome  infight  into  the  trade  of 
thcfe  towns  at  that  time. 

Here  were  fix,  if  not  eight  parifh  churches; 
namely,  St.  John's,  (which  was  a  redory,  and 
feems  to  have  been  fwallowcd  up  by  the  fea  about 
the  year  15405)  St.  Martin's,  St.  Nicholas's,  and 
St.  Peter's,  which  were  likewifc  redlories ;  and  St. 

Leonard 's^ 
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Leonard's,  and  All  Saints,  which  were  impro- 
priated. The  regifter  of  Eye  alfo  mentions  the 
churches  of  St.  Michael  and  St.  Bartholomew, 
which  were  fwallowed  up  by  the  fea  before  the 
yeari33i. 

The  walls,  which  encompafs  upwards  of  feven 
.  acres  of  land,  had  three  gates.  That  to  the  eaft- 
ward  is  quite  demolifhed ;  but  the  arches  of  the 
two  gates  to  the  weftward  continue  pretty  firm, 
and  have  fomething  curious  in  their  workman- 
Ihip,  but  are  almoft  covered  with  ivy.  This 
town  being  built  on  a  hill  confifting  of  loam  and 
fand,  it  is  no  wonder  the  fea  had  fuch  an  eflfcQ  up- 
on it,  as  to  undermine  and  wafh  it  away. 

This  town  fent  ai  origins 

Corporation.  Confifts  of  two  bailiffs,  and 
twelve  capital  burgeffes. 

Right  of  Election— 1691,  8th  and  22d 
December.  Is  not  in  the  freemen  of  the  faid 
borough,  commonly  called  out-fitters,  as  well  as 
in  the  freemen  inhabiting  within  the  faid  bo^ 
rough. 

\% 
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Is  only  in  the  freemen  inhabiting  within  tho 
(aid  borough. 

1695,  25th  November.  Is  in  the  freemen  of 
the  faid  borough^  commonly  called  out-p^iitters,  a$ 
well  as  in  the  freemen  inhabiting  within  the  faid 
borough. 

1708,  5th  February.  Is  only  in  the  freemen 
inhabiting  within  the  faid  borough,  not  receiving 
alms* 

Number  of  voters— About  14. 

Returning  officers— The  bailiffs. 

Patrons — -i5ir  Jolhua  Vanneck  and  Mr. 
Barne« 

O  R  F  O  R  D. 

Political  Character.  The  corporation  of 
this  borough  confifts  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  eight 
portmen,  and  twelve  capital  burgeffes,  in  all 
twenty-two,  in  whom  the  right  of  eleftion  is  veft* 
cd.  The  number  is  feldom  complete,  there  bc^ 
ing  fcarcely  ever  more  than  ten  or  twelve,  who 
arc  chiefly  compofed  of  the  fons  and  relations  of 
(he  earl  of  Hertford,     It  was  formerly  a  town  of 

great 
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great  commerce,  but  it  is  now  only  a  ikcayed 
village,  owing  to  the  fea  having,  for  fomc  time 
paft,  withdrawn  itfelf  from  it.  The  conftituent 
and  reprefentative  body  being  made  up  of  this 
nobleman's  family,  the  ufual  mode  of  canvafling 
is  laid  afide,  and  the  cle6tion  made  among 
themfelves,  without  trouble  or  expence. 

Ancient  State.  Orferd  is  (eatedten  miles  to 
the  eaftward  of  Woodbridge,  and  derives  its 
name  from  a  ford  over  the  river  Ore,  near  the 
mouth  of  which  it  (lands.  It  is  lituated  eighty- 
eight  miles  from  London,  and  was  incorporated 
by  Hen.  III. 

The  earlicft  account  we  hear  of  it  is  in  the 
reign  of  Hen.  I.  when  Bartholomew  Glan  ville  was 
governor.  It  was  once  the  capital  feat  of  Peter 
de  la  Valoines,  and  was  lately  in  the  poflcflion  of 
Pryce  Devcreux,  lord  vifcount  Hereford,  whofe 
executors  fold  it  to  the  right  honourable  the  earl 
of  Hertford,  who  now  pofleffes  it*  This  town> 
which  gives  the  title  of  earl  to  lord  Walpole, 
had  a  charter,  with  great  privileges,  granted  to 
it  by  Rich.  III.  and  was  certainly  a  much  lar- 
ger place  formerly  than  it  is  at  prefent,  as  it  fent 

three 
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three  fhips,  and  ibcty-two  men  to  the  liege  of 
Calais,  in  the  /ear  1359. 

This  town  having  fent  to  all  the  parliaments  in 
the  reign  of  Edw.  L  difcontinued  fending  till  thQ 
yeign  of  Hen,  VIII. 

Corporation.  Confills  of  a  mayor,  eight 
portmen,  and  twelve  capital  burgefles. 

Right  of  election.  1699,  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^ 
the  mayor,  portmen,  capital  burgeifes,  and 
freemen,  of  the  faid  borough. 

1708,  29th  Jan.  Is  in  the  mayor,  portmen, 
capital  burgeflcs,  and  freemen,  nqt  receiving 
^ms« 

Number  of  VoTERs-r-12. 
Returning  officer — The  Mayor, 
Patron — ^Earl  of  Hertford. 


ALDBOROUGH. 

Political  Character.     The  right  of  elec^ 

« 

tion  was  anciently  in  the  inhabitants  paying  fcot 
?ind  lot  within  this  borough ;  but,  by  the  refolution 
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of  1 709,  it  IS  confined  to  the  bailiffs,  burgeffes, 
ancl  freemen,  not  receiving  alms ;  which  right  is 
again  further  limited,  by  a  fubfequent  refolution 
of  1715,  omitting  the  word  /r^^w<?«,  and  adding 
that  of  rejident^  by  which  it  is  now  underftood  to 
be  in  the  bailiffs  and  burgelfes,  refident  within  the 
faid  borough,  and  not  receiving  alms. 

The  corporation  confifts  of  about  thirty  bur* 
gef][es^  and  two  bailiffs,  who  are  the  returning 
officers.  Mr.  Crefpigny,  who  has  the  influence 
of  the  corporation  of  Sudbury,  is  alfo  patron  of 
of  this  borough. 

Ancient  State.  Aldborough  receives  its 
name  from  the  river  Aid,  which  runs  near  the 
fouth  end  of  it.  It  is  pleafantly  lituated  in  ape* 
ninfula,  called  Slaughden  Valley,  formed  by  the 
river  on  the  wefl  fide,  and  the  fea  on  the  call.  It 
coniifls  only  of  two  flreets,  near  a  mile  in  length, 
running  parallel  to  each  other ;  the  fea  has,  in  the 
prcfent  century,  fwallowed  up  one  whole  ftreet, 
which  was  parallel  to  the  other  two. 

This  place  never  fent  members  to  parliament, 
fill  13  Elizabeth. 

Cor- 
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Corporation.     Conlifts  of  twelv6  fuperior, 

and  twelve  inferior  burgefTes. 

* 

Right  of  Election.  1709,  23d  Dec.  Is  in 
the  bjulifFs,  burgefles^  and  freemen,  not  receiving 
alms. 

V 

1715,  16th  June.  Is  in  the  bailiffs  and  bur- 
gelles  refident  within  the  faid  borough,  and  not 
receiving  alms ;  to  which  the  houfe  difagrced. 

« 
Number  of  voters— About  35. 

Returning  Officers — The  two  Bailifis. 
Patron— P.  C.  Crefpigny,  Efq. 


SUDBURY. 

Political  Character.  This  borough  has 
been  for  many  years  under  the  influence  of  the 
Crefpigny  family,  of  Hondefliam-hall,  in  this 
county,  although  their  intereft  in  the  b<Mt)ugh  is 
not  deemed  by  any  means  fecure ;  it  having  been 
defeated  in  1774,  by  Sir  Walden  Hanmer  and  Sir 
Patrick  Blake,  baronets ;  and  s^in,  in  1784,  by 

William 
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William  Smith,  Efq.  of  Pardon-hall,  in  Efiex^ 
and  John  Langllon,  Efq.  a  banker  in  London. 

Mr.  Smith  has  petitioned  againll  the  return 
of  Thomas  Champion  Crefpigny,  Efq.  and  John 
Coxe  Hippefley,  Efq.  the  prefent  fitting  mem** 
bers,  which  petition  is  at  prefent  undetermined^ 

In  the  year  1774,  a  petition  was  prefented  by 
Sir  Walden  Hanmer,  and  Sir  Patrick  Blake, 
^igainft  the  return  of  Philip  Champion  Crefpigny, 
and  Thomas  Fonnereau,  Efqrs.  The  petition 
complained,  that  a  great  many  legal  voters,  who 
tendered  their  voices  for  Hanmer  and  Blake, 
had  been  rejefted,  although  they  had  been  for 
many  years  in  the  pofleflion  and  exercife  of  their 
rights,  to  the  knowledge  of  the  mayor,  and  of 
Fonnereaq,  one  of  the  fitting  members;  that 
others,  who  were  not  legally  qualified,  had  alio 
been  admitted  to  vote  for  them ;  that  the  fair 
majority  of  legal  votes  was  in  favour  of  the  peti^ 
tioners ;  but  that  William  Strut,  the  mayor  and 
returning  officer,  had  ad;ed  partially  and  corrupt- 
tly,  before  and  during  the  poll,  and  had  declared 
the  fitting  members  duly  defied,  and  had  re- 
turned 
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turned  them;  and  that  money  was  given  hy 
the  fitting  members,  or  their  agents,  by  way  of 
bribe  or  reward,  to  perfons  who  voted  for  them 
9t  the  eledion. 

Upon  the  hearing  of  the  petition,  it  appeared, 
that  the  corporation  confifts  of  a  mayor,  recorder, 
fix  aldermen,  twenty-four  capital  burgefles,  and 
an  indefinite  number  of  freemen.  The  freedom 
in  this  borough  is  acquired  by  birth,  fervitudc, 
or  redemption.  There  have  been  a  few  inftanccs 
of  making  what  arc  called  honorary  freemen,  or 
faggots;  but  they  have  never  been  allowed  to 
cxercife  any  franchifc,  as  members  of  the  body 
corporate* 

The  point  upon  which  the  petition  turned  wa^r, 
the  partiality  of  the  corporation,  who  were  in  the 
intereft  of  Mr.  Crefpigny,  in  refufing  freemen, 
duly  qualified  by  the  cuftom  of  the  borough,  to 
their  admiflion  and  enrollment. 

The  decifion  of  the  committee,  according  to 
Pouglas,  was, 

«  That 
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«*  That  perfons  who  derived  their  claim  to 
their  freedom,  from  the  antecedent  title  of  birth^ 
who  had  exercifed  all  the  rights  of  freemen^ 
and  that  of  voting  for  members  of  parliament 
among  the  reft,  for  twenty  years  and  upwards^ 
before  the  lad  eledion,  who  had  demanded  to 
be  enrolled  (and  offered  to  prove,  that  at  their 
birth,  their  fathers  exercifed  and  enjoyed  the 
rights  and  franchifes  of  freemen)  but  were  rc- 
fufed,  had  a  right  to  rote,  though  they  could  not 
produce  evidence  of  their  admiilion,  enrolled 
Hpon  ftamps.** 

And  they  afterwards  informed  the  houfc,  that 
they  had  determined,  **  That  Sir  Walden  Hanmer, 
Bart,  and  Sir  Patrick  Blake,  Bart,  were  duly 
elefted,  and  ought  to  have  been  returned. 

Ancient  State*  Sudbury,  which  (lands  upon 
the  Stour,  at  the  diftance  of  fifty-four  miles 
from  London,  was  anciendy  called  Southburgh^ 
from  its  fituation  with  refpefl  to  Norwich,  which 
was  called  Northburgh,  and  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  formerly  the  principal  town  in  the  county, 
.being  one  of  the  firft  places  where  king  Ed- 
ward 


\ 


ward  lit.  fettled  fbme  Dutchmen,  ivhomhe  tad 
invited  over,  to  teach  the  Englifii  the  woollen 
manufadure,  which  they  were  wholly  ignorant 
of  before ;  and  where  the  woollen  trade  has  con^ 
tinned  ever  fince. 

The  duke  of  Grafton  takes  the  title  of  baron 
from  this  place. 

This  being  made  a  mayor  town,  and  incorpo-^ 
rated  by  queen  Mary,  firft  began  to  return  mem- 
bers to  parliament,  anno  1559,  i  £liz* 

Corporation.  It  is  governed  by  a  mayor^ 
recorder,  fix  aldermen,  and  twenty^four  capital 
burgefles^  or  common-councilmen.. 

Right  of  Election*  1702,  19th  Jan.— The 
Ions  of  freemen,  born  after  their  fathers  were 
made  free,  and  thofe  that  have  ferved  apprentice- 
Slips  in  the  faid  borough,  have  a  right  to  vote, 
without  an  admiflion  in  form  to  their  freedom, 
or  taking  the  oath  of  freemen. 

1703,  6th  Dec— Is  only  in  the  fons  of  free- 
men, born  after  their  fathers  were  made  free,  and 

in 


In  fucb  as  have  ferved  feren  years  apprentice* 
&ip»  or  are  made  freemen  by  redemption. 

Returning  officer.    The  mayor. 
Number  of  voters— 725. 
Patron — T,  C.  Crefpigny,  Efq* 


EYE. 

Political  Character.  The  right  of  elec^ 
tion  in  this  borough  extends  to  the  corporation^ 
conliftiog  of  two  bailiffs,  a  recorder^  ten  fuperior 
and  twenty-four  inferior  burgeffes,  and  to  the 
inhabitants  paying  fcot  and  lot* 

The  greateft  part  of  the  town  is  the  property 
of  earl  Comwallis,  who  is  alfo  lord  of  the  manor^ 
and  poflefles  the  parliamentary  influence. 

Ancient  State.  Eye,  or  Aye,  which  is  fcat- 
ed  in  a  bottom,  and  is  ahnoft  furrounded  by  a 
brook,  which  runs  clofe  to  the  town,  from  whence 
it  had  its  name  (Aye  fignifying  a  brook)  is  feated 
in  the  road  firom  Ipfwich  to  Norwich,  at  the 

diftance 
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diflance  of  ninety-two  miles  from  London^  &iu) 
was  incorporated  by  king  John.  It  enjoys  feve^ 
ral  privileges  at  prefent,  but  they  were  formcrl/ 
much  much  more  extenfive» 

This  borough  fir  ft  returned  to  parliament^ 
anno  13  Eliz.         ,,, 

Corporation— Confifts  of  two  b^ilifFs,  a  re- 
corder, ten  principal  or  fupcrior,  and  twenty- 
four  inferior  burgefles. 

Right  op  Election — Is  in  the  free.burgefles 
and  corporation,  together  with  the  inhabitants 
paying  fcot  and  lot. 

Number  of  voters — About  20d. 
Returning  officer— The  bailiff. 
Patron— Earl  Cornwallis. 


St.  EDMUNDSBURY. 

Political  Character.  Although  this  town 
is  the  principal  one  in  the  county,  both  in  ex- 
tent, antiquity,  and  number  of  inhabitants,  yet 

the 
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the  light  of  voting,  as  in  the  cities  of  Bath, 
Winchcfter,  and  Salifbury,  and  in  the  towns  of 
Andover,  Banbury,  Tiverton,  and  Dartmouth,  is 
confined  to  the  corporation  only.  That  the  pri- 
vilege of  returning  the  members  fhould  be  placed 
in  this  fmall  body  of  men,  to  the  exclufion  of 
the  refl  of  the  inhabitants,  is  as  unjuil  as  it  is  de- 
ftrudtive  of  that  adequate  reprefcntj^fion,  -which 
the  conftitution  fuppofes  the  people  to  poffefs. 

The  influence  prevailing  here,  is  that  of  the 
duke  of  Grafton,  whofe  fervices  in  the  caufc  of 
religion  and  liberty,  as  well  as  his  known  attach- 
ment to  a  parliamentary  reform,  merit  the  thanks 
of  his  fellow-citizens. 

Ancient  State.  St.  Edmundfbury,  or  Bury 
St.  Edmunds,  commonly  called  Bury,  was  origi- 
nally called  St.  Edmundlburgh,  from  an  abbey 
founded  here  in  honour  of  St.  Edmund,  who 
was  martyred  in  the  year  870,  and  after  having 
lain  interred  in  the  town  where  he  was  killed^ 
thirty-three  years,  was  removed  to  this  place. 

The  abbey,  once  an  illuftrious  ftrufture,  wa« 
built  by  Sigcbert,  king  of  the  Eaft  Angles,  for 

N  n  fcciilar 
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fecular  canons,  foon  after  Chriftianity  was  plant- 
ed here  by  Felix,  the  Burgundian ;  and  when  it 
was  finilhed,  Sigcbert  himfclf  retired  into  it,  and 
fecluded  himfclf  from  all  temporal  affairs.    Two 
hundred  years  after,  king  Edmund  was  interred 
here,  and  a  fmall  church  eredted  over  his  tomb^ 
which  was  afterwards  levelled  to  the  ground  by 
the  Danes,  under  the  command  of  king  Swain ; 
but  Canute  his  fon,  afterwards  obtaining  the 
crown  of  England,  rebuilt  the  church  in  a  fump* 
tuous  manner,  enriched  it  with  many  gifts  and 
privileges,  and  confirmed  all  the  former  grants. 

When  the  abbey  was  in  its  profperity,  ther 
was  an  hofpital,  or  religious  houfe,  at  every  gate 
of  the  town;  particularly  an  hofpital  of  St.  Peter's, 
without  the  Rifby-gate,  for  the  maintenance  of 
leprous  and  infirm  pricfts ;  an  hofpital  of  St.  Ni- 
cholas without  the  Eaft-gate ;  of  St.  John  within, 
and  St.  Pctronilla  without,  the  South-gate.  But 
the  moll  famous  of  the  hofpitals  was  St.  Saviour's, 

tvithout  the  North-gate,  an  entire  wing  of  which 

« 

IS  ftill  remaining.  It  was  in  this  building  that 
the  parliament  met,  in  the  reign  of  Herjry  VI.; 
and  it  was  here  that  Humphrey  duke  of  Glou- 
ccllcr  was  murdered,  at  the  inftigation  of  the 

6  monks. 
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monks.  There  was  alfo  a  college  of  priefts^  with 
a  guild  to  the  holy  name  of  Jefus,  and  a  houfe 
of  Grey-friars  without  the  North-gate,  to  which 
thofe  friars  retired,  after  they  were  driven  out  of 
the  town  by  the  abbot. 

This  place  was  firft  imprivileged  to  fend 
members  to  parliament  by  king  James  I.  who  in- 
corporated it  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  reign,  and 
by  two  other  charters  in  the  fixth  and  twelfth 
years  of  his  reign. 

Corporation — Confifts  of  an  alderman,  re- 
corder, twelve  capital  burgeffes,  and  twenty-four 
common-councilmen. 

Right  of  Election— Is  in  the  alderman, 
burgeffes,  and  common-councilmen. 

Number  of  voters.— 37. 
Returning  officer— The  alderman. 
Patron — Duke  of  Grafton. 
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